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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


(GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon'ble Victor Ai.kxaxdkm George Robuit 
Bvlwar Lytton, Earl of Lvtton, v.r.. g.c.s.i,, (j.c.i.k. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXE(TT1VE OOFNOIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir Aiid-i r-Rahim, k.c'.s.i., Vice-President, in charge of 
the following jKotfolios : — 

1. Judfciiil^^ 

2. Emigration. 

3. Immigration. 

4. Jurisdiction. 

5. Ilaj Pilgrimage. 

t). Legislative, including the Executive Administration <d‘ the 
Legislative Department and elections for Indian and 
Piovincial I^egislatures subje<4 to rules framed under 
sections 04 ( /) and 72 (o) of flie GoA’emment of India Act. 
7. Registration. 

S. Education (other than Europtnin Education ). 


The Hon’ble Sir High Stephenson, k.c.i.e., c.s.i., i.c.n., in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. ApjK)iiitment, 

2. Political, exclmling Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professiobal (jualifications 

and standards; subject to legislation by the Indian 
I^egislature. 

6. Tails. ^ 

7. Agriculture and Industries (except Jlxdse Brajj^'h). 



ii GOyERNMENT OF BENGA|.. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Boicald, c.s.i., c.i.e. i.c.s., in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios : — - 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

8. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

6. f]uropean Education. 

(). Futdic Works. 

7. Agriculture and Industries (Excise Branch). 

The Hon’ble Maharaja Ksiimmsh Ciundim R\v Bahadur of Nadia, 
in charge of the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. v 

2. Land Acrtuisition. 

8. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

5. Excluded areas. 

G. Medical admiruslration, including hos]>itals, dispensaries and 
asylums and i)roviaion for medical education. 

7. Local Sidf-Government. 



•GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGTSLATIYB 
corxdL. 

Prksidkxt. 

The IIoii’Me Kumar Siiin Shekhahk.s\v\r Kay. 

Deputy President. 

Dr. Aju)ni,\ii Ai.-Mamun SriiRAWAHDY. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Nineteenth Session. 

Balm JvriNDin N \tii B\sr. 

Maulvi Kkimmui. Huq. 

Ml', (i. 

Kaja N vtii U\y ('lurimuiii of Santosh. 

Secretary to the ('(Uiiieil — .1. Jt\R'ii.KY, 

Assistant Swretaries to tlie Council — A. M. Hutchison and 

K. N. M\JtMn\K. 

Registrui to the Council — .1. W. M«Kai. 




BENQAL LEBISLATIVE OOUIfOlL 

I 

ALPHABiTICAL LIST OF MEMBlIS. 

A 

Abbot, Mr. E. G. (IiHliaii Jute Mills Association.) 

Adtlams-Williams, Mr. C., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dhoue. (Beng'al National OharnWr of Commerce.) 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asimiiddin. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulri Najmuddin. ( Hoojrhly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Tayebuddin. [ Mymeiisingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Zaiinoor. [Buidwan J)iviHion South (Muhammadan).] 
Alisanullah, Mollali. fItajKhahi North (Muhammadan).] 

Aley, Khan Bahadur S, Mahboob. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Ali, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Myniensing*!! East (Muhammadan).] 



Bag-chi, Babu Homes ('handra. [Mulda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Band, Mr. H. N. (Indian Jute Mills As.sociation.) 

Banerjea, l)i . Hrani.ithanath. ‘ [Calcutta East ( Non-Muhamnmdan).] 
Bancrjee, Babu Satya Kishore. (Burdwan Landholders.) 

Banerjee, Mr. .\. ('. [(’alcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Hai Bahadur Abina.sh (’handra. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Banna, Hai Sahib Hanchanan, M.B.E. [Han^rpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jntindra Nath, (('alcmttn North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ba.su, Babu Sarat ('handra. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Best, the Hon’ble S. J. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Birley, Mr. L., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose. Babu Bejoy Krishna. (Calcutta University.) 

Browne, Mr. P. H., C.B.E. (Bengal fJiaml)er of Commerce.) 

c 

Campbell. Mr. K. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkes. [24-Pargana8 Rural South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. [Rajsbahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chartres, Mr. C. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 



Ti ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEl^tBEES. 

Chatterjee, Babu Umesh Chandra. [Bankura East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali, £han Bahadui', C.I.E. 

[Dacca West Rural (Muhanimadan).] $ 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath, [24-Pargana8 Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan ) . ] 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq, [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Saiyed Abdur Rob. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

(vWcoran, Mr. B. T. [Dacca and (.'hiftagong (European).] 

* D 

Dus, Balm (duiru (’hundra. (Noniiiiai(‘d Noii-othciul. ) 

Das, Dr. Mohiiii Mohan. [Faridj)ur South (Noii-Muhummadan).] 

Dus (iupla, Dr. J. M. [Bogra rum Ihihnu (Non-Muhammadaii) . ] 
Dattu, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhununadan).] 

Daud, Mr. M. (Nominated Non-official.) * 

De, Mr. K. C., (M.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Dey, Babu Boroda Prosad. [Hooghly Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dey, Mr. 0. 0. (Nominated Official.) 

Donald, the lioirble Mr. J., C.vS.I., (M.E. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Eal, M.B.E. [Dacca (’ity (Ncm- 
Muhummadan),] 

Dutt, Mr. O. S. (Nominated Official.) 

E 

Eddis, Mr. B. E. 0. (Bengal (yhamfier of Commerce.) 

F 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. O. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Forrester, Mr. J. (-ampbell. [Presidency and Burdwun (European).] 

G 

Gafur, Maulvi Abdul. [Pabirn (Muhammadan).] 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. [Ilowrah Municipal (Nod-‘ 
Muhammadan).] 

Ghuinasi, Hadji Mr, A, K. Abu Ahmed Khan. [Mymensingh West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Goeuka, Rui Bahadur Badridus. (Bengal, Marwari Association.) 
Goode, Mr. S. W. (Nominated Official.) 

Guha, Mr, P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. Tii 

H 

Haidar, Mr. S. N. [Calcutta South (Non»Muhanauadaii).] 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahirul. [Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan). J 
Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Heard, Major-General Richard, C.I.K., M.D., K.H.S., I.M.S. (Nomi- 
naied Official.) 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., O.B.K. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Maulvi Sayedal. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharrut. (Malda rum Jalfiaigurt 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Hossain, Maulvi Wahed. [Burrackpore Municipal (Muhammadan). J 
Huq, Maulvi A. K. Fuzl-ul. | Bakar^anj West (Muhammudain).] 
Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. f Alurshidahad (Muhammadan).] 

Huq, Air. Alahbuluil. [ 24 'Parpiiias Muiiicipal ( Aluhaniniadan) (\)nsti- 
tuency.] 

d 

James, Mr. (».B.F. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

Jennaway, Mr. J. H. (Indian Alininjr Association.) 

Joardar, Maulvi Aftah Hossain. [Nadia ( Afnhuniina<lan ). ] 

K 

Khaitan, Babu Debi I’rosad. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Babu Del)en(lTu Lul. [Afidnapore North (Non-Aluhnininadan).] 
Khan, Alaulvi Abdur Raschi(i. (Noakhali ( Mnhaniinadan). ] 

Khan, Alaulvi Anianat. fChitta^^on^' (Aluhaniniadan).] 

Khan, Afaulvi Alahi Fddin. [Run^rpur East (Muhammadan).] 

L 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Raja Reshee Case, C.I.E. (BeiiKal National (ffiamber of 
Commerce.) 

Liddell, Air. H. (’. (Nominate<l Official.) 

Lindsay, Air. J. IL, l.(\S. (Nominated Official.) 


Muhammad. Maulvi Basar. [Ran^pur West (Muhammadan).] 
Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Masih, Mr. Syed M. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C., C.I.E. (E)xpert, nominated.) 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).} 
Mitra, Babu Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan).] 



Tiu ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

Mitter, Sir Provaah Chunder, Kt., C.I.E. (Presidency Landholders.) 
Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Morgan, Mr. 0. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Milker jea, Babu Taraknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Mumin, Khan Bahadur Md. Abdul. (Expeii, nominated.) 

N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Pargana8 Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Nazimuddin, Khaje. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Neogi, Babu Manmobon. [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

0 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. (Nominated Official.) 

P 

Pahlowan, Mnulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. [Mymensiugh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Parrott, Mr. P. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Q 

Ouader, Maulvi Abdul. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

R 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-, K.C.S.I. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Dacca Fniversity.) 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. fJalpniguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Abanish Chandra. [ Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rey, Babu Nagendra Narayan. (Kangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
•Ray, the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Land- 
holders.) 

Ray, the Hon'ble Mahai-aja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra of Nadia. 

(Member, Exei’utive Council.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Haripadu. < Expert, nominated.) 

Ray ChaudhMri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Bay Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath, of Santosh. (Dacca Land- 
holders.) 


* Prw of tht Bngtl LefiUAtlve OouAett. 




ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEKS. ix 

Roy, Babu Manmatba Natb. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Babu Satcowripati. [Calcutta North-Weat (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Pargrana8 Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. D. N. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Kii-an Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. S. N., I.C.S. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh, C.I.E., of Chakdighi. [Burdwan (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna < Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 

8 

Salani, Khan Baliadur Maulvi AbiKis. [Je>M»re North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Buksh. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Barker, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sasmal, Mr. B. N. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. N. C. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta. Mr. J. M. [(’hittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Snaith, Mr. J. F. (Calcutta Trades.) 

Steplienson, the Hon hie Sir Hugh, K.CM.K., (\S.l. (Memhei, E.iocu- 
tive Council.) 

*Suhrawardy, Dr. A. | 24-Parganas Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


T 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin. [Bogra Muhammadan).] 

Travers, Mr. W. L., C.I.E., O.B.E. [Rajshahi (European).] 

V 

Villiers, Mr, Edward. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

W 

Woodhead, Mr. J. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Y 

T«8m, Maulvi Muhammadan. [Burdwan Division North (Muham* 
madan).] 


• Deputy PrwMeofe of Uw Beng4l L'gttUMvf Cotndt. 





THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS.^ 

(OfRcial Report of the Nineteenth Session.) 

VOLUMC XIX. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under tN 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the CcmncirChamher in the Town Hull, Calcutta, 
cm Thursday, the drd December, at ,3 r.M. 

Present^ 

The Hou’ble the President (Kumar Sum Suekhakeswar Hay) in 
the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council, and 126 
nominated and- elected members. 

Oath or Affirmation. 

The follijwiiiff members made an oath or nttirmalion of their ullft' 
giance to the thrown : — 

Major-Ceneial Uk hako Hkaiu), m.d., k.ii.s., i.m.s. 

Mr. M. C. McArrix, c.i.e., i.( .s. 

Khan Bahadur Md. x\nj>ri. Mvmin. 

Mr, MAimrari. IIuq. 

Mr, C. B. ClHHTUKS. 

Moll VII Ahs vm llvii. 

13abu Haripada Kay Ciivudhuui. 

Death of Her Gracious Majesty Queen Alexandra. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Drder, order, (jrentleiiieii of the Council, — We 
meet under the shadow of an Empire s mourning, but this is not the 
time nor the occasion to speak of the many transcending qualities of 
head and heart of Her Gracious Majesty, the late Queen Alexandra, 
known affectionately and reverently the wide-w'orld over as the Queen 
Mother. Hers was a glorious life lived in all its transeendeiit fullness 
of gracious love and queenly servme for humanity and we thank God 
that He vouchsafes to us from time to time outshining examples of 
beautiful lives such as the life of the mother of our King- Emperor. 
Reverently we say, God help His Gracious Maje.sty in his grievous 
sorrow; and we. His Majesty’s most loyal subjects, with humble duty, 
bow our heads in grief with Him at the passing of one who was a great 
Queen, a devoted wife and mother. 



2 DEATH OF RAI BAHADUR LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY. [3rd Dwx 


^ Gentlemen of the Council, I shall ask you presently to stand in your 
seats as a tribute of respect to Her late M^tjesty, and it will then be my 
respectful duty to transmit, through the proper channel, to the foot of 
the Throne an expression of the Council’s deep grief and of their respect* 
ful sympathy with His Majesty the King and with Her Majesty Queen 
Mary and all the Royal Family in their great bereavement, tendering 
at the same time with dutiful respect, the Council’s deep ‘and abiding 
loyalty to His Gracious Majesty’s Throne and Person. 

1 shall be obliged if you will all now lise in your seats. 

(The members then rose in their seats.) 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen. 

Death of Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh Roy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, — There is another 
melancholy news which it has fallen to my lot to convey to you. It is 
the passing away of our late lamented colleague, Rai Bahadur Lalit 
Mohan Singh Roy, the Zamindar of Chakdigi. He represented the 
landholders of the Burdwan Division in this Council during its last 
term. There are many among us here who knew him well for his was 
a striking personality — a tall fine figure, highly cultured, simple in his 
manners and always courteous, a typical Rajput nobleman. To know 
him was to like him and respect him. We all mourn his loss and with 
your permission, gentlemen, I propose to convey the ccmdolence of the 
House to his bereaved family. 1 now lequest you, gentlemen, to show 
respect to the memory of the departed nobleman by kindly rising in 
your placies. 

('I'he members then rose in their places.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen. 

Letters from Colonel Beyley end Mr. Syed All Meeria. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, — 1 should like to read 
to you two letters w’hich have been i*eceived by the Se<‘retary — the first 
is from Colonel Bayley, dated France, the lOth September, 1925: — 

** Drae Sir, 

1 have rei'eived your letter of 14th August, and have* communicated its 
contents to the other sons snd daughters of the late* Sir Stuart Bsyley, alto to 
his nephew Sir Charles Bayley (formerly Governor of Bihar snd Orissa). In their 
name and my own, T would ask yon to convey to the Hon’ble Sir Evan Cottoii 
and the members of the Bengal Legislative Conncil, our sincere gratitude for 
their kind message of sympathy and our heartfelt appreciation of the touching 
remarks of sorrow and respect shown by the President and Council on hearing the 
news of tny father's death. 

I remain, 

Yours very sincerely, 

(8d.) S. F. Batuit, Li.-Cot ** 



im.] REFfREKCJSS FROM THE CHAIR. H 

T)ti» is from Mr. Syed Ali Meona aud is dated Caleutta, the 28tk 
August, 1925. 

“ Drah 8m, 

I beg to acknowledge your letter No. )963L., dated 20th August, 1085^ 
communicating to me at the request of the Hon’ble Kumar Shib ^hekbamwar Ray, 
President of the Bengal Legislative Council, the message of condolence and 
sympathy of the Legislative Council at the sad death of my revered father aa 
embodied in the Council resolution. 1 should request the favour of conveying the 
respectful thanks of myself and the members of the bereaved family for thia 
sympathetic message to the Hon’ble the President for his and the Cooncira 
information. 

Yours truly, 

<Sd. Syri) Am MKaatA. 


Portrait of tho late Nawab Sir^yad Shamt^l-Huda. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mcmbei-^^ of the (\mnril will be interested to heat 
that Lady Huda has very kindly presented a |M>rtruit of her husband 
the late Nawab* Sir Syed Shains-ubHuda, the first President of thia 
Council. The portrait has been hung up in the l*resident’s chamber 
aud meiul>ei-s are cordially invited to view it. 


Pantl of Chairmofi. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In accordance with the provisions of Rule ti 
of the Bengal liegislalive Ccmiicil Rules, 1920, 1 nominate the follow- 
ing meinbei-s of the Council to form a panel of four Chairmen for tho 
ensuing session, namely — 

Babu Jatindra Nath Ba.su, 

Maulvi Kkrami L Hug, 

Mr. G. Morgan, and 

Raja Manmatha Nmh Ray Ciiwhhvri of Santosh. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present 
in the above order named will preside over the deliberations of thia 
Council in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy Preaident. 


•Urrod Qmtlioiit 

(to wHIcti oral amwori woro givon). 

Ofltoort in tho Lootiiroro* tonrioi. 

•I. BMni tUOARMN OHAKRAVORTY: (a) WiU the Hon’blo 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that there are oflBcers in the existing 
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QUESTIONS. 


[3rd Dec. 


L»Cti2]f«r8* service, who, in addflLn to their Calcutta Degrees,' hold post- 
graduate Research Degrees of the English Universities, and have made 
original contributions to the advancement of learning P 

( 6 ) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
etejpa to promote them to the Bengal Educational Service on adequate 
aalaries or to 'place them outside the graded list on special rates of 
salaries consistent with their attainments P 

(c) If not, M'ill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons 
there f 01 P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Mon’ble Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim): (a) There are possibly a few such (‘ases. 

(b) No. 

(c) Promotion depends upon the occurrence of suitable vacancies, 
and Government cannot possibly guarantee to Improve the ^ay of all 
officers who imjuove their quitlifientions, except as vacancies occur ol 
R suitable nature. 

Executive Officers of the Bankura district. 

Ml. Babu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: Will the 

Hon’lile Member in charge of the Ap])oinlmei)i Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, for the district of 
Bankura, for the years, 1<S80, im, 1890, 1895, 1900, 1905, 1910, 1915. 
1920, 1924-^ 

(?) the number of Executive flfficers (Magistrates, Additional 
Magistrates, Assisitant Magistrates, Joint Magistrate>, 
Deputy Magistrates and Suh-Deputy Magistrates) in employ 
under Government; 

(ii) the number of cases tried by the Executive (Officers P 

{h) Will the Ihurble Member be })leased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of decreasing the number 
■of Executive Officers at Bankura owing to the Excise and the Income- 
tax Depurtmeuts having bc^en separated? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
HonHilC Bir Hugh Stephenson): in) (?) and (?V) The information is not 
readily available and its compilation would involve an amount of 
labour ineoinmensurnte with its value. 

(h) No, 

Death of certain persons at the King George’s Dock Works. 

Mil. BalHl BQRODA PROSAD DEY; (n) Ls the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that some men died 
lately at (be King George’s D(M‘k Works, Calcutta, by electric shock, 
f'wing to defective lay-out? 



QxriSTioim, 



(&) Ar* the OoTernmooit QDii8idemg4lie desurability of inqumng M 
to Yrlblure reeponsible for this occurrence f ' 


miiSEII fn 0 liir|^ of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tN HoiflRo 
Mr. 4m OotialE): (a) On the 15th July a twoton cmiie, while being tnored 
along its track at King Georg's Dock by a gang of coolies, suddenly 
became electrified. The wdiole gang received shocks and seven men 
succumbed. 

(b) Independent inquiries into the occurrence were made by the 
Port Commissioners, by the Assistant Electric Inspector, Bengal and 
Assam, and by a Magistrate; and their reports have been considered by 
Government. The actual physir'al circumstances in which the accident 
occurred were not ascertainable and there is no evidence showing who, 
if anybody, was to blame for it. 

Babu BORODA PROtAD DEY: Will the Government be pleased 
to lay on the table of the Council Librut^', the repfiHs mentioned in the 
answer to my question 

Tht Hon*bla Mr. d. DONALD: I naint jiiitiii* of thiN qupKtion. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Ih not the Governiiienf taking any steps for 
the preveiitioii of such accidents in future? 


The HOfl*ble Mr. d. DONALD: It is difficult to know what the 
csiu.Ne of tliese accidents is, so I do not see how we can take action 
against something we do not know. 


Excise tnd opium shops in the Notkhali district. 

MV. Mauivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Iloiride Member 
in charge the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on tli<‘ table a statement showing 

(i) the number of excise sboj).< where iilcoh«)lir liquor tunl intoxi- 

cating drugs are sold, in the district of Noakhnli, and the 
places where they are. situated; 

(ii) the quantity of alcoholic liquor and of intoxicating drugs that 

have been sold at the various shops in the said district 
‘during the last five years ending on the Slst of December, 
192*3, and their value; 

(ill) the amount that has been received as excise revenue from all 
sources in the said district in the year 1923 ; and 
(tr) the amount that has been spent on the superintendence and 
maintenance of executive establishment for Excise in the 
said district in that year? 

MEMBER In eliargi of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’blo Mr. 4. Donald): (t) to iiv) A statement 
furnishing the information as far as available is laid on the table. 

2 




Not available. 
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Prworiptiofi of oertaiii books. 

*V. Bli»U HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’bl 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to stat 
whether the following books were proscribed by Government : — 

(1) ** Bisher Banshi,*^ by Kazi Nazrul Islam; 

: (2) ** Bliangar Gan/' by Kazi Nazrul Islam; and 
(3) ** Rakta Rekha " by Sabitriprosanna Chatarji? 

(b) Is it a tact that every one of the poems contained in the book 
was published in various periodicals? 

(c) Ik it also a fact that the l)ook Rakta Rekha " was never trans 
lated into English? 

(d) If the answer to (b) ip in the aftirniative, will the Hon'bh 
Member be pleased to state why the poems when j)ublished sej)aratel; 
were not dealt with? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bl< 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): ((/) Yes. 

(b) (ioverniiieiit have not deriiiite intoriuation as to whether ever; 
one of the poems contained in the three books was publislied separately 
but it is. n tact that many of them N\ere so published. 

(c) Government have no infoimation to show tliat “ Kaktu |{(‘kha ’ 
has ])een published in the form o( an English translation. 

(d) Government do not claim that their system ot examining tin 
press is so complete that no seditious literature escapes notiie. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Govf'inment be jileased ti 
miy which poem or p<»ems id these books are seditious'^ 

The Hon*ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: i want notife of tki 
<|ue8tion. 

Mr. A. 0. BANERJEE: May 1 ask w hose dut\ it is to say that thesi 
bmiks contain seditious mattei\s? 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Gov eminent 's. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: May I say that that is a rather vagui 
answer, I should like to know' which particular officer of Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This question does not at all arise from the mail 
question; you will see that for yourself. 

Mr. S. N. HALOAR: Are we not entitieil to know who proscribe 
these b(M>ks? Which member of Government is responsible for it? 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: 1 think yon have ali^dy had an answer to ycmr 
question. 

Mr. Si N. HALDAR: Are we not entitled to know whirh ofttoer of 
(lovernment ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We Hie not now dealiuff with that queMtion; it 
(lopM not arine at all. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: I wanted to know troin you uliether we are 
not entitleil to know wliidi otHiei* o! (loveniinent is respouHilde for the 
proMtiiption of these liooks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Haidar, i have alieady ^iven inv rulin^'. 
That (juestion «loes iH>t arise fi»ini llie main <|Ues(ion at all. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Very ^^ell. ♦ 


Preparation list of voters for the ensuing eleotion of Bengal 
represontatives of the Council of State. 

«VI. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (o) Will the llou’ble 
Member in ebarp* of the Appointment Department be jdeaHed to 
"late who are resjunisible for [uejmrinj? the lists of voters for the ensuinf? 
election of Jleiifral repiesentatives of tlio (’ouncil of State? 

(h) Is it a fact that the names of several members of the Hen^^al 
Lepslative ('ouneil have not In-eu included in the list? 

<<•) Will the Ilon’ble Member Ih* pleased to state tin* reasons for 
these omissions? 

(</) What steps are beinj^ taken to jii event sueh omissioiiH taking 
place in future? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) 1 he Commissioners of the 
Presidency and Dacca Divisions. 

(b) Government have no information to that effect. 

(c) If such omissions have eciurred Government can as-siffii i»o 
reason for them, except the failure of persons elifrible os voters to take 
the proper steps to have their names entered on the lists in accordain© 
with the official vommuni^fueA is.sued for their ftuidunce. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

Mautvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDNURi: Is it not a part of the 
duty of Government to see that the names tif the well-know'ii members 
of the Council oufirht to be entered in the list of the voters of the 
Council of State? 
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TN Honliie Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The voters themselves have t^ 

take certain steps in order to have their names entered on the list. 

Mauivi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: If the list is being pn 

pared by Government, is it not the duty 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You will perhaps realize that this is not ; 
proper form of question. You cannot make a statement. 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Government b 
pleased to see 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a request for action not a question, 
cannot allow it. 

Academic attainments bf many ofRcers in the Subordinate 
Educational Service. 

*VII. Babu SUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the Hon'bl 
Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased ti 
state whether it is a ftu’i that tlie acad'emic attainments of many officer 
of the Tjeclurers’ service and in the Subordinate Educational Service, ar 
as high as, or even liigher than, those of many officers in the highe 
branches of the Educational Service ^ 

(h) Is it a fact that many of these officers have long been engage( 
in teaching up to B.A. and B.Sc. standards, both Pass and Honours 
(c) Ls it a fact that some of these officers have also long been serving 
as University Examiners in B.A. and B.Sc. subjects? 

The Hon’Mc Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Y es, in a few cases. 

(6) and (o) Yes. 


Central Text Book Committee. 

*VIII, BMlu UMES CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: (a) Will th 
Hon*ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleasec 
to state the number of members of the Central Text Book Committee! 

(b) Will the IIonTiIe Member be pleased to state who uominatei 
the members of the Central Text Book Committee and! for how man^ 
years the mem tiers hold office? 

The Heil’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The Calcutta Text Bool 
Committee (previously called the Central Text Book Committee) con< 
sists of 23 members, including the Director of Public Instruction, at 
President. 
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(1^) The members of the Committee are appointed by the Directoi 
of Public Instruction, in cousuUaiion with the Secretary, Text Book 
Committee, and hold office for such periods as the Director of Public 
Instruction may determine. 


Ddtenu Sudfiangty Kumar Ailliioary. 

*IX. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: {a) Will the Ilon'hle Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that SudhangHU Kumar Adhicary, detained' nt Kulpi, has recently 
l)een bitten by a snake? 

(/>) Where is he now? 

(r) What is the present state of his health? 

{(1) Are there any qualified medical practitioners at Kulpi P 

The HOfi’hIt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Government have no 
information regarding the alleged snake bite. 

(h) Government are not prejmred to publish this information. 

(r) He suffered from dysentery during Ch'tober, 1926, but is reporte<l 
to have ma(?e a good recovery under medical treatment. 

(V/) Government have \yeen informed that there is a medieval practi- 
tioner at or near Kulpi, hut have no information as to his qualifications. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: With regard to the answer to my question (6), 
I want to know the reason why Government is not willing to publish 
this information? 

Tbf Hon’hM Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Because they do not 
think that it would be in the public interest to do so. 

Mr. A. C. BANERflEE: 1 should like to know what effort was made 
by Government to find out whether this gentleman was bitten by a 
snake ? 

Tha HoflllM Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: It is not for Government 
to find out if anybody was bitten by a snake. They have no informa- 
tion. If be had been bitten, presumably be would have informed the 
officer in charge or a visitor. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEEs In view of the fact that this question was 
put, was any effort made, as it should have been, to find out 

Mr. PREBIDENTs That is an argumentative form of question. 
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Hr. Nt HALOARs Was any efort made to find out whether he 
was bitten by a snake? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 hare nothing more to 
add to my answer. 

Mfe St Nt HALDARt Will the Government give the name of the 
medical practitioner referred to in answer (d), if they have the informa- 
tion ? 

The Hon*bte Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No information. 

Mrt St Nt HALDAR: Will the Government be pleased to tell us how 
fur this medical practitioner lives from Kulpi? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH ^TEPHENSON: I want notice of this. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: 1 M*ant this question answered this Session. 

Mr. B. N. SASMAL: is it not the practice of Goveenment to make 
enquiries about medical practitioners befoie sending detenus to any 
particular place? 

The Hon’bte Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; Am 1 to reply to this 
question, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is very difiu*ult to say, but 1 think you should 
make an attempt. 

Mr. B. N. SASMAL: I think I cun demand a reply. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The presence or absence of 
medical practitioners is one of the things taken into (onsideration 
when we select places. 

Mr. 0. N. Roy. Is Sudhungsu Kumar still alive? 

The Hon*ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 believe he is, unless he 

dies while the Council is sitting. 


Detenu Santoeh Kumir Mitri. 

*X. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (n) Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the Political Deiuutment be pleavsed to state whether Santosb 
Kumar Mitra is still under detention? 

(b) If so, where is he detained now? 

(c) If not under detention, when was he released? 



11 


QUESTIONS. 


IS 


Tll» Hon’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON S (a) Yes. 

(b) The Government are not prepared to publish this information. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Condition of tho khal and the river round the headquarters town 
of Noakhdi. 

*XI. Mautvi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will Uie Iborhle Member 
in eharpfe of the Depurtiuenl ot Ibihlie Works be jileused to stale whetlmr 
the Government are inteinVinji to make an inquiry refrarding the present 
eondition of the khal ami the river round the hend(]unrters town of 
Noakhnli and to publish the result thereoft* 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble Mr. «!. Donald): An annual survey of the river and the khal is 
made and no fuither iiupiirv appears to be necessary. The result of 
the last survey sh(»ws that while the town is safe for th(‘ prt“.ent from 
frontal attack, Ihe (‘losion from the west ia not ino<msiderahle in magni- 
tude. 


Old Scheme Madrasahs. 

«XII. Mauivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Ilon’ble MemWr ii» 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether it 
i.s a fact that Government have prescribed rules ])reventinjr the local 
ho(i*i<»s, sur h as district hoards, from heljiinf? the old scheme Madrasahs K 

The Hon’ble Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: No. 

Expenditure for establishment in the Civil and Criminal Courts in thf 
Noakhali distriot. 

•XIII. Mauivi SAYEOUL HOQUE: Will the lion hie Member 
in chatfje of the .Tudicial Department l>e pleased to state what is the 
total amount spent as pay of officers, pay of establishment and allow- 
aiues, in the f’ivil and (’riraiiial Courta in the district of Noakhali in 
the year 1923? 

MEMBER in oharga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho HofiHI# 
Sir AbiMw-RaHim): The labour involved in the preparation of the 
answer would be incoinmensurate with its utility. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Government bo 
pleased to state whether any account about this expenditure is being 
kept or not? 
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Tlie HOfi^bte Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: There must be, 1 suppose, some 
recounts relating to the different heads. 

Maulwi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Cannot the Hon’ble 
Member furnish the information under those heads? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I want notice of this question. 


Muhemmed Mohsin Endowment for eduoational purposes. 

-^XIV. Mauivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) what were the written wishes of Haji Muhammad Mohsin, of 
Hooghly, at the time of his making the endowment or dona- 
tion for educations^ purposes ; 

(n) how has that sum been utilized; and 
(Hi) how is it utilized now? 

The Hon’hle Sir ABD«UR*RAHIM: (i) A copy of the English ver- 
sion of the Tauliatiiamah of Haji Muhammad Mohsin is laid on the 
table. 

(H) and (Hi) In accordance with the Tauliatnamah and a decree of 
the Sadai Dewany Adalat in suit No. 45 of 1832, affirmed subsequently 
by the Privy Council, the surplus income of the Trust Estate has 
been and is utilized in the following manner: —A three-ninths share 
is i)aid to the committee of management for the religious observances 
nud upkeep of the Imambara. A one-ninth share is utilized for the 
payment of the Imambara establishment, the maintenance of a hospital 
and IJmuii dispensary, etc, A one-ninth share, together with the 
interest on investment and lapsed pensions, is applied to educational 
purjKwes, 

Translation of Tanliatnaviah of Haji Muhammad Mohsin^ of Hooghly, 
referred to in the reply to clause (i) of starred question No. XIV. 

I, Haji Muhammad Mohsin, son of Haji Foyzullah, son of Aga 
Foyfullah, inhabitant of Hooghly, being in state of full possession 
of all the faculties and powers to control and dispose of my property, 
us law directs, of my own free will and consent, do truly and legally 
declare and acknowledge that I have bequeathed for pious uses, and 
have given us an endowment in perpetuity' the whole of my zamindari 
or landed estates of pargana Syedpur, etc., situated in zilla Jessore, 
also pargana Soobnaul, situated in the aforesaid lilla, and one house 
or building situated at Hooghly, known by the name of Imambara, 
and also the Imam Baser with the hdt or market thereof, likewise 
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sitiiiletf at Hooghly, also all the articlee and fumitore, etc., i4)pertain- 
ing to the said Imambara and contained in a seimrate list, the whole 
of which descended to me by inheritance and so has been in my pro- 
prietary possession, and whereas I have no children or descendants or 
relatives to succeed as my legal or lineal heirs for the puriwse of 
preserving entire the customai->' usages and charges of the pious works 
and ceremonies belonging to the celebration of the religious rites and 
festivals of the faithful, which have always been observed by my family 
in all their generations and which I pui*i)ose to continue, tlierefore I have 
bequeathed and endowed tw aforesaid all the rights and appuiien«nce> 
whatsoever of the aforesaid property purely and sincerely for the sake of 
God to be appropriated and disposed of in manner following, amr for 
these purposes I have appointed Kajab Ali Khan, son of Shaikh 
Muhammad Sadack and Shakur Ali Khan, of whose understanding and 
sagacity and faith and observance of religion I have had experience, 
to be Mutwallis (Prefects or Superintendents), and have made over, to 
these two persons all the bequests and endowments above mentioned, 
that they in eveiy respect whatsoever, mutually i^ssisting and (to-operat- 
iug with each other and acting with mutual consent and advice, ma.\ 
peisevere in the complete and due performance of this business 
entrusted to them in the following manner, namely, that they, the 
Mutwallis, after discliarging duly the jmblic revenues of Government 
(or the landed estates in question), divide the surplus pim-eeds of the 
mahals aforesaid into nine shares, and first ai)propriate three shares 
thereof to tlie expenses of the religious observances for the great Prophet 
and for the rest of his descendants, also for the expenses of the ten 
days’ festival of tlie Mohurrum and for all the other appointed festivals, 
and for the repairs of the Imambara and burying-ground, and that they 
then appropriate two sliares of the said nine shares to themselves in 
ecjual shares for their own use and enjoyment, and four shares for 
maintaining the amla or establishments and the persons whose names 
are sepaiately written in a list signed and sealed by me, and in cKspos- 
iug of the pensions and allowances, whether daily pensioners and the 
l>etter classes of i)er8ons and the class of peadahs and others, who now 
stand nominated to receive allowance, the Mutwallis after me will 
exercise their discretion and authority either to continue or discontinue 
them, as they may think proi>er, and I have made over generally to 
these two persons the Tauliat or charge of su/^rintendency. In the 
event of either Mutwalli finding himself inc^mi>etent to discharge the 
functions, he is authorized to appoint any person whom he may 
consider qualified for the duty in his stead. To this end I have drawn 
up this deed or writing to be executed when necessity requires. Dated 
the 9th Bysal’h 1221, Hizree, corresponding with 121f3 B.S., correspond- 
ing with 20th April 180G. 


Signed, sealed and witnessed. 
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Mlttivi ild. MUftUL HUQ OHAUOHURI: Will the Hen’ble Mem* 
her be pleased to state what happens to the remaining four-ninths. 

Th« Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; The Hon'ble Member will find 
the answer to his question on page 11 of this book that four-ninths f*f 
the share goes to maintain the amlas or establishment, etc. 


Revenue derived as sale-proceeds of unclaimed properties, etc., in the 
district of Noakhali. 

*XV. Mauivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: Will the Ilon’ble Member in 
(duirge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what is the total 
revenue derived <luring tlie year 192-^ as sale-proceeds of unclaimed 
escheated proiierties, court-fees, fines and forfeiture in the district of 
Noakhali y 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The labour involved in the 
preparation of the answer would be incommensurate with its utility. 


Amalgamation of thana Companyganj with police-station Sonagazi, in 
the Noakhali district. 

*XVI. Mauivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: (a) AVill the Ilon’ble Member 
in charge of the lN)lice Department 1 h> plea'«!ed to state whether it is in 
the contiun plat ion of the (lov^uiiment t(» amalgamate thana (kunpany- 
ganj, in the Sadar sulMlivisiim (d’ the Noakhali district, with jK)li<*e- 
stniion Sonagazi, in the Feni subdivision of the same district? 

(b) Is it a fact that petitions have been submitted to the Hon’ble 
Member in charge and tlie Inspector-CTenernl of l*olice protesting against 
the proposed amalgamation, on the ground of various public inconven- 
iences? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the Government to give up the aforesiiid pro- 
posal or to accept any of the alteniative proposals made in those 
petitions ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Mcn’ble 8ir 
Hugh Btephenson): (o) In accordanc'e with the recommendation of the 
Retrenchment Committee, the Inspector-General of Police has under 
consideration proposals for the amalgamation of thaiias in the Noakhali 
district, and ibis js one of the proposals. 

(b) Yes. 

(o) No proposals are before Government yet and the question does 
not therefore anse. 
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AMltUMlim of Hum IMipinyiMi oritli lulioootetion Itnwfjoit. in 
the Notkiuli diitriot 

•XVII. (a) Mouivi ABDUR RABCHID: Will the Hou’ble Mem- 
her m charge of the Police Department be pleiwed to state whether 
It 18 in the contemplation of the Government to amalgamate thann 
Companyganj, in the Sadar subdivision of the Noakhnli district, with 
police-station Sonagazi, in the Feni subdivision of the same district? 

(b) Is it a fact that petitions signed by several people have been 
submitted to the Hon’ble Member in charge and the Inspecter-ttenerul 
of Police protesting against the same proposed amalgamation, on the 
ground of various public inconveniences? 

(c) Are the Government contemplating giving up the aforesaid 
proposal and accepting any of the alternative proposals made in those 
petitions ? 

The Hoil’bia Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: («) to (c): The member 
is refered to the answer given to a similar starred question asked by 
Maulvi Saycdnl Hoipie at this meeting. 


Rules for recruitment to the Provincial Judioial Service. 

*XVIII. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Blha- 

dur: u/) Will the Hon’ble .Member in charge of tin* Judicial Department 
he pleased to slat<‘ 

,(/) whether the rules for recruitment to the Provincial Judicial 
Service have been frameil or sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment of India; and 

(//) whether they have been enforced, or are ready to be enforced? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble 
Member l»e pleased to state by what time they will be enforced? 

(c) When will new recruitments be made under the new rules? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble MeniWr be pleased to state whether under the 
new rules direct recruitment fir enrolment will be made? 

ie) ill the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state whether this jieriod 
of cessation of recruitment or enrolment will be deflueted in the eonst- 
deration of age? 

The Hofl’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (t) The whole question of 
recruitment to the Provincial Judicial Service is still under the oon* 
sideration of Government, and it will take some time before rules are 
finally framed. 

(it) The question does not arise. 
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(h) Na definite time can be g^en, bat every endeavour trill be 
made to expedite tbe matter. 

(o) to (e) It is not possible to make a definite statement nntH tbe 
rules are adopted. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will tbe Government 
be pleased to state who recruits these oflBcers or under whose recommenda- 
tion these officers are recruited at the present moment P 

The Hon’ble Sir ARD-UR-RAHIM: Under the Civil Courts Act 
with which the hon’ble member is familiar the High Court nominate 
the munsiffs and the Government are bound to accept their recommenda- 
tion. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI; Are the Government 
considering the question of the amendment of the Civil Courts Act? 

The HOfl’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: That question does not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; It is a bigger question and it also does not seem 
to be within the special cognizance of the Hon’ble Member in charge, 
namely, the amendment of the Civil Procedure Act? 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI; I mean not the Civil 
Procedure Act but the Civil Courts Act under which munsiffs are 
recruited. 

Tha HOfl’bla Sir ABD«UR-RAHIM: That also is an Act passed by 
the Government of India and a reference has to be made to them. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA; Will tlm Hon’ble Member be jdeased to state 
for how many years has this question been under the consideration of 
Government? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir ABD«UR»RAHIM; The new rules have been under 
consideration for over a year, perhaps more, I am not quite certain. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA; Question! 


Patting of a Munsif at Pirojpur subdivision in tha Bakarganj distriot. 

*XIX. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur; 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department 
l)e pleased to sUte whether any memorial from the pleaders and litigant 
public of the Pirojpur subdivision, in the district of Bakarganj, has 
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• oan Xiieelv^ pn^sring for tho poAting of a lliiii«if tlim vmieA with 
>ow«rl to try suits ^uod up to Rs. 2,000 arising within tha subdmsion t 

(h) If so, have the (Government considered the facts and reasons 
tated in the memorial P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what is the decision 
' Government in the matter? 


The Hon'Mt fir ABD*UR«RAHIMS (a) The answer is in the 

_igative. 


((») and (r) Does not arise. 


Adequate staff in Heavy tub-Regietry Oflieee in the Bakarian| (Ketriet. 

^XX. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Sahadurt 

;(o) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er in charge of the Department of Educa- 
tion (Registration) be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the heavy 
iSuh-Registry offices in the district of Bakarganj are not adequately 
Unarmed with clerks? 

' (6) Is it a fact that documents in those offices are not completed 

(copied and index prepared) in time? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the public get their docu- 
ments after much delay and have to pay delay fines for no fault of 
theirs? 

j (d) Are the Government (*onsidering the desirability of employing 
more clerks in those offices? 

The Hon’HIa Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) A list showing the number 
of registrations in 1924 in heavy offices in the district of Bakarganj is 
laid on the table. In each of these offices there are one clerk and two 
permanent mubarrirs, except at Bhola, where there are one clerk and 
three muharrirs. 

The establishment is reported by the Registrar to l>e adequate, 

(b) and (c) There is no fixed time in which registration of docu- 
ments must be completed. Inspections show that in most places the 
public are very slow in appearing to take documents and usually appear 
long after their completion. There is no serious delay on the part of 
any office. 

(<f) Statistics show this is quite unnecessary. 
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List referred to in the repl^ to starred question No. XX. 


OiflOM. 

1. Gaurnadi 

2. Amtoli 

3. Patuakhali 

4. Bhola 

5. Baufal 

6. Paterhat 

7. Berhanuddiii 

8. Bariwal Joint 

9. Pirojpur 

10. Bakarganj < 

11. Matbaria 


Kumber of regwtra* 
tions in 1924. 

... 7,495 
... 7,323 
... 6,516 
... 5,953 
... 6,917 
... 5,869 
... 5,665 
... 5,547 
... 5,438 
... 5,305 
. . 5,060 


/••ting Munsifi of Patuakhali and Pirojpur with Small Cause Court 

powers. 

«XXI. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: 

a) Will the Hon'ble Member in charjre of the Judicial Department be 
pleaded to state whether it is a fact that the Munsils of Patuakhali, 
11 the district of Bakarpanj, have recommended to the District Judge 
o give the senior amongst them there the powers to try suits valued up 
o Ks. 2,000 arising within the Patuakhali Munsifi? 

(5) Are the Government c(m.sidering the desirability of vesting the 
ienior Muusifs of the Pirojjjur and Patuakhali subdivisions of the 
flakarganj distrirt with powers to try suits valued uj) to Its. 2,000 at 
in early date? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (o) Government have no 
inowledge. 

(fj) No. 


Conetitueneiee for election to the Bengal Legislative Council. 

*XXII. Bdbu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Api>ointment Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that some general constituencies for return- 
ing members of the Bengal Legislative Council have less than 2,000 
voters on the electoral roll and others more than 20,000 voters? 
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^ wiv^r to («) 19 in afirmti?*, are tW Qfvfci^tAt 
ymw^il^ tik9 d99iv»l>iiity al t)i9 oonatitwi^ in 91 ^ 

a nnilofiiuty, aa far aa passible, witb relmnca ia the nniiib^r oiF 
^ters may be established P 

" (c) It it a fact that the Nadia (Non-Muhammadan) Constituency 
had more than 21,000 voters on the list at the time of the last election, 
while similiar constituencies in the neighbouring districts of* Jessore 
and the 24-Pargana8 had not half the number of voters on the listP 
(d) Are the Government aware that the district of Nadia contaiUi« 
nine municipalities with a preponderating noa- Muhammadan popula- 
tion P 


(e) Are the Government couhideriug the desirability of taking steps 
to revise the constituencies in such a manner ns may create a separate 
seat for the Nadia Municipal (Non-Muhammadan) Constituency? 


The Hoffi’blo Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

ih) No. The Joint Select Committee rwommended that no changes 
of substance in the franchise be made until 1929. 

ir) The meniWr is generally correct in his statements. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No. Government are not convinced of the necessity for the 
creation of such a seat, and in any case such a step would be prema- 
ture until the whole question has been revised. 


List of all landed or bouse properties in the provinoe inberitod by the 
Covernmont from previous rulers, oto. 

^XXIII. Babu NALINIRANdAN BARKER: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Lan<l IN* venue l)e pleased 
to state whether there is any list in the jHwse.ssion of Government of all 
landed or house properties in the province, including the town of 
Calcutta (but excluding cantonments and military areas) inherited by 
the Government from the previous rulers or from private owners or 
acquired for public purposes, up to date, showing therein the nature, 
description, area and present value of such properties? 

(5) Is such a list, if in existence, available for the use of the mem- 
bers of the Council? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of taking immediate steps to make it so avail- 
able in the near future? 

(d) If no such list be in existence, are the Government prepared 
to make ont sncb a list within the shorteet possible time? 
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ih (h) to (e) Itttre is ito Mcli Kst, tnit fnionnatMta 

Government property of various kinds is kept, in the form 

of rOgiirthrs, by IhO ^ifOns an^rities or deparhntnts responsible for 
the cNirtody or doOtrOl sotb property. 

(d) No; fn the OpftilOti Of Government, the present sj'Stem i< 
adequate. 


Expen^ture on Polioo. 

«XXIV. Mr. K t. feAMEltdfeE: Will tbe Hon’ble Member 
in charge of tbe Police Department be pleased to state by what sum 
and how has the expenditure on the Bengal and Calcutta Police been 
increased during the last 13 months? 

Tho HOffMo fir HUGH STEPHENSON: To answer this question 
would involve a great amount of work, as it would be necessary to 
examine and split up the figures of two financial years. The civil 
(‘stinintes to be issued in about two months^ time will give the revised 
figures that the member requires and I hope he will be able to wait 
for these. 

Daatht of ohaukidart while guarding railway lines. 

^XXV. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: {a} Is the Hon ble 

Memlxr in charge of the Police Department aware of the fact that 
it has been reported that several chaukidars, while guarding the 
railway lines between the border of the Dinajpur and Rnngpur dis- 
tricts, at night, on the occasion of the passing of the special trains 
conveying His Majesty the King of the Belgians and his suite, have 
been killed? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be j)leased to state how many 
chaukidars were killed? 

(c) Is it a fact that some chaukidars have lost their lives in the 
district of Nadia too? 

(</) Are the Government considering the desirability of putting a 
stop to this duty? 

(e) Is the Hon^ble Member aware of the fact that it entails 
considerable hardship to the chaukidars, who are required to stand 
unprotected by the rail lines for two and three day.s continually, at 
the risk of their lives? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Iklember be pleasetl to state whether the 
Government are making provision for the families of the poor 
deceased? 
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kiM Mormation of tlio 4 mUw of two oha«kidan« om^ of irWai wM 
pstroQfaig tile ruhray line on tlie border of the IKiiajimr ^etrici on 
tbe oooanon montioMwI. 

(c) OoTemment hare no information to tkia oiloet. 

(d) GkiTominent are not prepared to stop this duty at iMMeoit. 

(e) Stops are being taken to remove tbe bardsblpe that have been 
brought to the notice of Government. There is no risk to the lives 
of the chaukidars if they follow the instructions given to tbtm. The^ 
are closely supervised while on duty by the officers of the reguhtf 
police force. 

(/) The question of compensation is being considered. 


OMth of OliaMMtrt guarMig rtiliMy linaa. 

*XXVI. Baku dOGINDRA CHANDRA OHAKRAVARTII (a) 

Will the Hon ’hie MemW in charge of the Police Deportment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that some chaukidars who wars 
deputed to stand along the railway line on the Kastern Bengal Rail- 
way, Northern Section, on the occasion of His Majesty the King of 
the Belgians’ visit to Darjeeling, were killed by the running train? 

(6) If the answer to (n) i^ in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie 
Member be pleased to state how many <hnukidars w’ere killeil in this 
way? 

Tht HofPblO Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) One ehaukidar was 
killed while patrolling the railway line on the borders of the Dinajpur 
district on the occasion of His Majesty the King of the Belgians’ visit 
to Darjeeling. 

(b) Government have information only of two such eases. 

Mr. S. N. HALOAR: May I know how' was thi'i ehaukidar killed, 
whether by a passing train or the King’s spetdalP 

Tha Hofi’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I think 1 am right in 
saying that he was killed by a passing train. 

Mr. S. N. HALOAR: Will the Hon’ble Membei tell us by which 
passing train ? Was it the train which eamwl the King of the Belgians? 

The Hofi*hle Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 want notice of this 
question. 

Mr. S. N. HALOAR: When did the fact of the chaukidar’s death 
<‘ome to the knowledge of Government. 

Za 



u 


QTTESTI0H8. 


[SuDbo. 


Tilt Hfii’Me Sir HUGH iTifHilltCmt I cannot giTe tbo date 
when it was actually reported to Goremment. It was reported to 
Government throu^li the Inspector-General of Police. I should like 
to add that I am informed that the man was killed by a goods train 
after the King of Belgians* iraiu had passed. 

Mr. N. C. SEN: Is there any foundation for the fact that no 
compensation has been paid to the family of the chaukidar? 

The Hoffble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; No compensation has 
been paid but as I have said it is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Why was this chaukidar taken away from 
bis duty and placed on patrol work on a railway siding? 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: TTndei the orders of the 
Inspector-General of Police. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I should like to know the reason why. 
I want to know not under whose ordei-s he was taken away but why. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: To be put on patrol work 
on the railway line. 

Mr, A. C. BANERJEE: For whose benefit? Is it not a fact that 
the lines re<iuire to In* patrolled right through the year but why were 
speeial steps taken for the purpose of patrolling the line on this occa- 
sion and the chaukidar taken away from his duty for days together? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: If the hon'ble member will 
wait for the next question he will probably get his aiisw'pr. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Were any specific instructions 
issued to this particular chaukidar for which he had to pay his life? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: General instructions to 
chaukidars employed on this sort of duty ai-e issued, and I presume they 
were communicated to this chaukidar. 

Mtilivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Government 
consider the question of paying some compensation to the family of the 
deceased chaukidor? 

TN HofPblf Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: If you will look to the 
answer given to question No. XXV (/) by Bobu Hemauta Kumar 
Satkar will find your reply. 
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MfW K. t. ROY: Will the €h>Teriime]it lx* pleas^ to tmy wltethei^ 
d piltii engioe with a Hean'blight on it travelled at (be rate of 10 
miles pel hour jtist Wfore the train which conveyetl the King of the 
Belgians F 


Mr* PRESIDENT: That does not properly arise fi-oin the main 
question but if the Hon’ble Member is inclined to give an answer he 
may. 


The HtNPbIt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: A pilot engine is very 
often run in front of a royal train but whether it was run on this occa- 
sion I cannot say off-hand : 


Posting of Choukidari to guanl railway linos. 

# 

^XXVII. Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Meinlier in iliurge of the Police Department be 
pleased to state whether it is the practice to post chaukidars along the 
railway line on the occasion of His Excellency's journey by rail, at 
night? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the atfirmative, will the Uon’ble 
Menibei be pleased to state a hen was this [iractice introduced? 

(c) Will the lion ’hie Member W pleased to .state what is the 
necessity of following a practice like this? 

Ths Hon’bis Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (n) The reply is in the 
affimative. 

(h) The practice was introdin*ed first in 1908. 

(r) The police are responsible for His Excellency's safety, and aa 
the regular police force is entirely insufficient to patrol the line, 
chaukidars have to be employed on this duty. 

Patting of Chaukklari to guarvi railway linaa. 

•XXVIII. Babii dOGINDRA CHANDRA OHAKRAVARTIt (a) 

Ifi the H<)n'ble MemWr in charge of the Police Department aware 
of the practice of posting chaukidars near railway lines at night? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Meml)e! aKo aware that the pi*acti<'e is not 
relaxed even in the rainy and winter seasons? 

(c^ Are the Government considering the desirability of stopping tha 
practice? 

Tba Han’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) and (b) Yes. Eail- 
way lines are only patrolled on the occasion of a journey made by Hia 
Excellency the Viceroy or the Governor or by Royal personages. 
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(c) The member i# referred to the answer given to ednnse of a 
similar question put by Babu Hemanta Kumar Barker at this meeting. 


Subordinate Executive Service. 

*XXIX. BliHI SORODA PROSAD OEY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Appointment DepiiHment be pleased to 
state wliethcr it in a fwt that a feeling of disc*ontent exists among the 
membeiH of the Siilwidiiiate Executive Service over their position, pay 
and proH])e(dsy‘ 

(h) If m, are the Government contemplating doing anything in the 
near future to remove this feeling of (Hscontent? 

TbC Hon’Mc Sir HUGH StEPHEHSOM; (a) When the recommen- 
dations of (he Donald Committee became known, and Government’s 
dcK ision upon the question of pay and pit)spects had been made public, 
representations from membei’s of the Subordinate Civil Service and 
fi’om the Subordinate Civil Service Association expressing disappoint- 
ment were addressed to Government. On the 24th August, 1925, a 
deputation representing the SuWdinate Civil Service Association wa.'i 
received and put forward their views. 

(b) There are one or two subsidiary matters still under discussion, 
but Government do not contemplate any re-organization of the service 
or its duties, 

Bebu BORODA PR08AD DEY: Do the Government contemplate 
taking the cases of senior officei's who actually do the same work a> 
the Deputy Magistrates and Deputy Collectors into their consideration? 
It is said 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V oil cannot make a statement. 

Blbu BORODA PROSAD DEY ■ No, 1 dimply aak tor certain 
inf<»rmation. Do the Goveniment cxmteraplntc taking the case of 
senior ofticers in the service who n< tually do the work of lleputy Magis- 
trates and Deputy (Vllectors? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not quite <le«r for what purpose. 

Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: In regard to their pay and pro- 
spects and their promotion. 1« that clew? 

Mr. PRESIDPNT: Yes, now^ I think it is clear. 

Tlia Hmi*ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: If I understand the 
meinlier aright his question is whether Gi’vernment contemplate making 
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ia m4ivi4iial cmm to the general BtiUe]aexi,t that m reTiaioa 
of pagr and prospects is intended » the answer is that Gbyernineiit do 
not coi|teniplate this. 


Aooi*fil;i at Ilia ftfal-omiiiigs batwaan i arampa rt antf ■iWpaball> 

*XXX. Babu BORODA PROBAD DBYt (a) Will the Hon’bU 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works l)e pleased to 
state whether he is (‘onsid^ring the desirability of calling for the records 
of the (jases of accidents leading to death at the level-crossings of 
the East Indian It ail way between Seram|)ore and Baidyabati during the 
hu*»t five years, together with reports made by Government olKcials in 
this connection?^ 

(h) Are the Government considering ^he desirability of taking steps 
to impress upon the Railway authorities the net'essity for measures to 
minimise the chances of such accidents P 

Tba Uoft'bhi Iffa d« miNALOs (o) The attention ol the tpember is 
diawn to the Accident Uule^ framed! by the Railway Board and published 
ill Railway Bpavd notification No. 120 T-18 of 21st March, 1923. 

(h) The attention of the Railway administration will be drawn to 
this matter. 


Abtfiiqe of wBinwy raturn tioktU on tbo Imt Indliii Rii|iv9|. 

•XXXI. Babu BORODA PROtAD DIYl Is the Hon^le Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that great 
discontent is felt among the local passengers from Burdwan to Howrah 
owing to the absence of ordinary return tickets in the East Indian 
Railway, such as there are in the Eastern Bengal Railway P 

Tbn Hofl’bit Mr. d. DONALD. A representation has been received* 
on this subject. The matter is (»ne for the Railway Board. 


AHngatiMI of fraud! praatisad in nilHaditlry oflloai in BabarganJ. 

•XXXII. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bafiidiirt 

(a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Educa- 
tion aware that cases have come to light of frauds practised in some of 
the Suli- Registry' offices of the Bakarganj district, by certain deed- 
writers, who have defrauded landlords of their legitimate fees by men- 
tioning, in the documents and* in the notices, names of some ci their 
own relations as the agents of the landlords who are authorised to 
receive feeeP 






( 5 ) II 80, what steps are the Govemment taking to pat a stiq) to 
suck fiaudsf 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the fact that in many cases 
of documents executed by illiterate men and women of the lower and 
unad^anced classes, it has been detected that fraud has been committed 
by the recipients of documents, in collusion with deed-writers, either 
by misrepresentation or through influence? 

(fl) If so, what steps are the Government taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8$r ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No such case has been 
brought to the notice of the District Registrar. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) No such case has been reixirted to Government. 

(d) Does not arise. 


OfVlom in the existing Bengal Eihicaitiofial Service. 

*XXXIII. Balm 8UDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTYs (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Member in charge of the Department of Educ^i-tion be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there are officers in the exist- 
ing Bengal Educational Senice who, in addition to their Calcutta 
degrees, hold jwstgraduate Research Degrees of (Kstinguished English 
Universities, and have made original contributions to the advancement 
of learning? 

(b) If so, will tJie Hon'ble Member be i)lease(l to *state the names 
of such officers in the Bengal Educational Service and the Subordinate 
Educational Servici*, respectively? 

(r) Are the (Government considering the (fesirahility of taking early 
steps to ]iromote sin h officers to the Indian Educational Service or to 
place them outside the graded list on special rates of salaries commen- 
surate with their attainments? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member he pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hdi’Me 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) There are officers meeting 
the demription given wh(» have good puhlislied or unpublished work 
to their i redit, 

(b) Mr. J. M. Basu, Mr. H. K. Banerjee (both in the Bengal 
Educational Service) ; Dr, N, K. Dutt, Dr. S. K. Das (both in the Subor- 
dinate Educational Service), 

(r) No, 

(d) All proujotmns to the Indian Educational Service have been 
stopiied by the Secretary of State for the time being, and in any ease 
Government cannot jmssibly guarantee to promote or raise the pay 
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of who attain good qvalifioitions, imspectm of otiior 

coiiaid#ations. 


SubonSnate Eduostiaiial 

nCXXIV. Mni iUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTYs (a) Will tho 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education bo 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there are Indiiuis, both in the 
existing Bengal Educational and Subordinate Educational Services of 
the Education Department, whose academic attainments are as high 
as those of many of the European oflScers in the Indian Educational 
Service? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble MetiiWr be pleased to state why tho 
channels of promotion to the Indian Educational Ser%’ice of qualifiiKl 
Indians in the lower branches have been«closed by not filling up tho 
existing vacancies? 

Tlia HOfl’bIt Sir ABD-UR«RAHIM: (a) There are officers in these 
services who [lossess Euro{)eaD qualifications. 

(b) As stated in reply to another question by the member, pending 
final orders on the Ijee Commission’s Report, all appointments or pro- 
motions to the Indian Educational Service have been stopped by the 
Secretary of State in Council. This is in accordance with the recom- 
mendations in that report. 

Subordinate Educational Sarvioe. 

*XXXV. Babu SUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that to facilitate the promotion of 
qualified officers in the Sulwrdinate Educational Service, twenty-one 
Subordinate Ethicational service jmsta of the liccturers’ service were 
converted into Bengal Educational Service ones, only three or four 
years ago ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the vacancies in the Bengal Educational Service 
caused by the retirement, death or change of designation as professors 
of some of the officers thus promoted from the Subordinate Educational 
Service have of late been kept in abeyance, instead of being filled up 
by officers from the Subordinate Educational Sen’ice? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Meinl>er In* pleased to state why the 
channels of promotion of lecturers have been closed ? 

The Hoii*lile Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs (a) In connexion with the 
reorganisation of the Educational Ser\'ices below the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service, 21 senior lecturers and demonstrators were admitted to 
the Bengal Educuitional Service with their posts, with effect from 
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t»i Sepl^mWi, Tlw decition wajs made inaiElj to aoouro the 

promotion of certain senior and deserving officers, who iwe th^n in 
the Subordinate Educational Service. The increase in the number of 
Bengal Educational Service teaching posts in Colleges, of course, 
incidentally provided gieater opportunities for the promotion of Subor- 
dinate Educational Service College teachers to the higher service. 

(h) and (c) Yes. A certain number of posts have been kept in 
abeyance. In connection with the question of the retrenchment of 
expenditure (in the teaching staffs of Arts Colleges, it has been decided 
tn consultation with the Governing Bodies of Colleges to reduce certain 
Bengal Educational Seivice posts, as opportunities occur, to the status 
4)t lecturerships in the Subordinate Educational Service. A list of 
■such posts is laid on the table. 


JU«t referred to in the reply io starred question No. XXXV (h) and (o) 
showing the number of the Bengal Educational Service posts to he 
reduced to the Subordinate Educational Service in connection with 
the retrenchment derisions of Government. 


No. 


N»im Aoi dfdga^tSm 
o( tbe po^ 


OoltofB to which 


Whether nready re- 
dittoed to the Sttbor- 
Bduoatlon^i 


w when to be 
^dnoed to the Sab- 
SditlPtttioa^l 

Service. 


1 


Demonotrtttor in 
Physios. 


Rttjshaht College 


No 


To b« rttduottd when 
it will be possible 

to absorb the 

C resent inoom- 

ents of . those 
posts in oidinary 
vacancies in the 
£lsi^ Eduea 
tional Service. 


4 

-0 

7 

•0 

10 

II 


Demonstrator m 
Chemistry. 

Profttssor of His- 
tory. 

Demonstrator in 
Chemistry. 

Lecturer in Sans- 
krit. 

Profttpiorol Eng. 

MttU. 

Professor olBan- 

ttkrit. 

Professor of Phy- 
sios. 

Professor of Ens- 
Ush. 

Professor of Phil- 
ottophy. 

Demonstrator in 
Chemistry, 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Chittagong College 
Hooghly College 
Kriahnagar College 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Sanskrit College 
Ditto 


No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 


Dacca Inters 
mediate College. 


Already reduced to 
the Subordinate 
Bduoatkeial Ser- 
vice status from 
June 1924. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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*X}CkVI. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Will Uie Hoa’ble Me^nber 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
whether Forward newspaper is allowed to be read by — 

(t) the State prisoners under Bengal Regulation 111 of 1818; and 
(ti) other detenus or prisoners detained under the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, 1925 P 

(li) If tlie answer to (a) is in the negative, will (he Hoo^ble 
Member l)e pleased to state the reasons for not allowing this paper to 
be read by these prisoners and detenus P 

(c) Have the Government any objection if this liewspaper is sup- 
plied to the detenus or prisoners P 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state the reason 
for such objection P 

MEMBER in eliargi Of DEPARTMENT of REVRHUE |dAIL8] 
(the Hon’Mo Sir Hugh Stophonoon): (o) ii) and yit) No. 

(ft) and (d) Censorship of t'orreH|>ondence and literature is a neces- 
8817 feature of the restraint under which these persons are kept, and 
the prohibition is enforced in uicordance with tlie judgment of Oov- 
eminent. 

(c) Yo». 

Roi HARENDRANATN GHAUDHURI: Has the utteuiiou of 
Government biHMi drawn to the reply that has been given by the Under 
Secretary of State in the House of tVmiinonH regarding the supply 
of Fonmrd to State prisoners P 

TN Non’bli Sir HUGH STEPHINtON; 1 have wHiii it in the 
newspapers. 

Roi HARENDRANATN OHAUDHURIS Will not the Government 
consider the desirability of supplying Forward to the State prisoners 
even after the reply that has been given by the Under Secretary of 
State? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questton is in an argumentative form and 
1 cannot allow it. 

Roi HARENDRANATN GHAUDHURI: Will the Government be 
pleased to supply Forward to the State prisoners? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a i*equest for action. You know the rules 
very weU. 
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Mr. A. 0* lANlRJCfil May. I ask if ^re is any objection to 
supplying the Forward to the State prisoners? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You have got the answer. 

Mr. A. C. BANER4EE: I want to know if there is any objection. 
Sir? ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerjee, I shall be very sorry if you 
enter into a debate on the point with the President. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: In view of the answer given by the 
Under Secretary of State what objection can there be? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question does not arise. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Is the Forward a proscribed paper or a 
seditious pamphlet? , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question does not arise. 

Mr. B. N. SASMAL: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
if this restraint practised by Government is prescribed by Regulation 
III or by the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1926? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ordei’. The question does not arise. 


State prisoner Puma Chandra Das. 

•XXXVII. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon^le Member 
in charge of the Political Department l)e pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that Puma Chandra Das, a State prisoner, 
is suffering from duodenal ulcer; or 

(li) whether be is suffering from any other serious illness? 

(6) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the 
nature of his illness and the prognosis of his case P 

(c) What course of treatment is being followed to cure him? 

(d) When was he brought down from Burma? 

' ' (e) What is the present state of his health? 

(/) Has any specialist been called in to treat him or consulted in 
his case ? 

(ff) If not, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the 
reasons therefor? 

(/t) Is it a fact that he applied for |)ennis8ion to consult the follow- 
ing doctors; — ^ 

Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Dr. K. S. Roy, Dr. B. C. Roy and Dr. J. M. 

Das Gupta? 
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(t>, b it a fact titat such permission was refused P ' 

(;■) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the 
reason wr such refusal? 

(k) Who is the doctor that is treating him now? 

Th* HonlMe Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) (i) and (..) No. 

(h) He had been suffering some time ago from chronic constipation. 

(c) He is not now under medical treatment. 

(d) Government are not prepared to publish this information. 

{e) It is reported to be satisfactory. 

if) Yes, 

(g) Does not arise. 

(h) and (/) Yes. 

(j) The medical officer in charge of him had already coiiKulted 
specialists and did not consider any further consultation necessary. 

(l) He is not at present under medical frcatmeiit. 

Mr. 8. N. HALOAR: With re^fard to the answer given to (/) will 
the Hon’ble Member kindly give the name of the sjjecialist whom the 
Jail authoritie.s convsulted in this mat ter J' 

The Hofi’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 think Colonel Connor 
and Colonel Denham White. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: When was it^ 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I would ask for notice. 
I am afraid I do not know the date. 

Mr. 8. N. HALOAR: Have they submitted any report and if so, 
to whom? 

The Hon’hle Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I understand that they 
submitted a report to the medical officers who calletl them in. 

[Mr. Haidar rose and began to put a question dfrect to the Member 
in charge.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Haidar, you have finished, perhaps. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Am 1 not as a matter of right entitled to put 
•upplementary questions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should take my permission, and there ere 
certain formalities which ought to be observed in a big aMemUly like 
this if we are to maintain discipline. 
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Mr. Dt N* ROYS la, it the paiiiiMMiitMry fiwctieeF 

Nfa ’RRttimirr: Hr. Hoy ought to know that he cannot put 
any auch question to the President. 

Mr. t« N. HALDARs .Hay I aak this queatiou* SirF Does the 
hon’ble member think it desirable to publish the report submitted by 
the two medical (Officers P 

The MOR*Me Sir STEI^HiNtOII S 1 would ask lor notice 

of this question. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: May I request that this may be taken as 
notice ? 


IHteiiu PamiNiMiMa De. 

*XXXVIII. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member 
ill charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Paramananda De is now detained under the 
Bengal Criminal T^aw Amendment Act at Kalaorn, in the district of 
Khulna ? 

(h) If HO, how long han he been there y 

(c) What is the nearest steamer station oi’ railway station from 
Kalaora and what is the distance of Ealaora from such stations? 

(d) Is the place a healthy one? 

(e) Aro there any qualified medical practitioners? 

(/) Is it a fact that he has submitted petitions to the (iovernment 
from time to time informing them of the great inconveniences and the 
unbearable (onditions he was undergoing? 

(i/) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, have the Government 
done anything to remove the disabilities and iucouveuiences mentioned 
in the petitions? 

(h) Is it a fact that Paramananda had broken the internment order 
as a protest after giving notice to the local authorities that he was 
unable to bear the conditions under which he was then living? 

(i) Is it n fact that he was prosecuted for breach of the rules and 
has Wn punished with two years* rigorous imprisonment and a fine 
of Rs. 100, in default 6 months* rigorous imprisonment? 

(j) Under w^iat section was he tried, and when? 

(k) Where was he tried and what facilities w«re given him to 
defend himself? 
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(h) IktNiR toot ariae, iii of ^ aat««r oWnt. 

(e) IITearest tteamer aiation, Sanakhati, ia 1l mSea diafanl, lin^ tW 
nearesi railway station i Navaran, is 19 miles (Ustaat Itam JB!jdaor|i» 

(d) It is reported to be. * 

(e) IW. 

(/) and (^) Several petitions have been received from him, but it 
appeared iifter investigaticta that be bad no serkms for Ibm-* 

plaint. 

(h) That is tbe reason be gave. 

(i) Yes. 

(;) Section 15 of tbe Bengal Crhninal I 41 W Amendment Act, 1925^ 
in September last. ^ 

(k) At Ebulna. He was tried in open court under the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Will the Hoirble Member tell us where 
detenu Paramauanda De is now? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (lover5ment is not pre- 
pared to publish that information. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: May I ask, with regard to answer (e) rega idl- 
ing qualified medical practitioners, tbe names of tbe qualified medical 
practitioners? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Haidar, don't you think that that is » 
very wide question? 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: 1 wanted to know whether there are any 
qualified medical practitioners and the answer has Iwen given in tlie- 
afiirmative and I now want to know their names. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Government must have inquired from the local 
officers whether there are qualified medical practitioners and they 
must have received the i^ply “ Yes If you want to know the 
names you ought to have mentioned that in your original question, I 
disallow the question. 

Mr. S. N* HALDAR: May I know with reference to the answers^ 
(/) and (^) “ after investigation who investigated into the matter 
and when? 

TIm HmPMs Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The local officers investi- 
gated into the matter and as to the dates I cannot give them. 
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Mr. •• N. NALOARs M»y. 1 vkither tibe 
or a Deputy Magistrate or a medical officer or a Jail Superiiiteiideut 
investigated into the matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS It is left to your inference. 

Mr. S. N, HALDARs I am entitled to some answer on this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. If you want the information you ought to have 
given notice of the question. How is it possible for every member 
of the Government to give names? Just try to place yourself in his 
position. Would it be possible for you to give names? It is absolutely 
impossible and he can only make a general statement such as “ local 
officers If you want names you must give notice and next time 
the Hon’ble Member will, I am sure, l)e glad to supply the informa- 
tion. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: With due respect T may submit that under a 
certain section of the Standing Orders the powers have been given 
to us to ask supplementary questions out of answers given; if your 
ruling is correct, then that section in the Standing Orders ought to 
he done away with. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I would invite the attention of the hon’ble 
member to another subsequent section which empowers the President 
to disallow any question which he considers to be frivolous. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I rise to a point of order. May I ask it 
you are entitled to consider the members of the Government so help- 
less as all that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a proper point of order to put. I hope 
that such points of order will not be so lightheartedly put. Please 
pass on to the next question. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: I have not yet finished. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you will obey the mling of the Chair 
and resume your seat. 

Mtuivi MD. NURUL HUQ OHAUDHURI: I understand that under 
the rules the first hour is allotted for answering questions. I think 
^at more than an hour has already been taken. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Fnder the rules the first hour available for 
business of the Goifhcil is to be devoted to questions, and hour it 
not yet over. 
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OHmn tM l i i ii d hi NaUi tanyal. 

*X]iC)^IXa Mf> S> Na HALDARs (a) Will tlip Him'blp Mo'iubor 
in charge of the Political De])artnient he ploasecl to state — 

(f) whether Sachindra Nath Ranyal is still detained under the 
Bengal Criinijial Law Amendment Act, 1926; or 

(ft) whether the order of detention under that Act against him has 
been withdrawn ^ 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hou'lile 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for not withdrawing the deten- 
tion order? 

(r) What is the condition of Sachindra Nath Sanyars health at the 
present moment P ^ 

(d) la it a fact that he has been suffering from ill-health for some 
rime past ? 

(e) If so, what is the nature of such illness or ailment and what 
is the duration thereof? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) (i) and {ii) The order 
inder the Bengal Criminal I^aw Amendment Act is still in force. 

(b) Because in the opinion of Government the grounds for keeping 
dm under restraint still subsist. 

(r) He is rejKirted to W in very good health. 

(d) and ie) Government have no such information. 

Mr. S. N. HALOAR: May I ask if Government is aware that 
letenu Sachindra Nath Sanyal has alremly l)een convicted and sen- 
enced to two years’ rigorous imprisonment? If so, d(H*s the reason 
ubsist for detaining him under the Bengal (himinal I41W Amend- 
aent Act? 

The HoffPSIe Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Government is aware 
hat Sachindra Nath Sanyal has been sentenced to two years' rigorous 
nprisonment and that an up(>eal is now' pending in the High Court, 
t makes no difference to my answer. 

'•rtoiii irrettMl under the Bengal Regulation HI of ISIS, and the 
Bengal Griminai Lnur Am end me nt Ordinanoe, 1S24. 

«XL. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: Will the Hen ble 

[ember in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay 00 
le table a statement showing — 

(0 the total number of persons arreted under the Bengal Eegida* 
lion III of 1818, and the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Ordinance, 1924; 


4 



88 


QUESTIONS. 


[Bkd 1>8C< 


(id) the namee of persons released up tiH now ; 

(in) the names of persons interned at home and other places; and 
(iv) allowances given at present to each of them f 

TIm Hon'bit Sir HUGH STEPHENSdN: (t) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(ii) to (iv) Government are not prepared to publish this information. 


SfateJiient referTed to in the reply to starred question No. XL (i) show- 
ing the number of persons arrested and released under Bengal 


Regulation, 

Ill of 1818, the Bengal Criminal 

IjUxc Amendment 

Ordinance, 

1924, and the Bengal Criminal Law 

Amendment Act, 

1925. 

t 


1. 

Arrested under the Regulation 

50 

2. 

Arrested under the Ordinance or the 



Acl 

89 

3. 

Total arrested 

139 

4. 

Released or removed to home or 



foreign domicile 

71 

6 . 

At present in jail 

68 


Detenu Mr. S. C. Bom. 



*XLI. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of llie ]\)litic»l Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the record of weight of 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, a d^te-iu in the Mandalay Jail, Burma, since 
he was arrested? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr, Bose has been suffering from insomnia? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state what steps have been taken to (*ure him of 
the disease? 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Bose is still suffering from occasional 

** indigestion and a {min in the back ”, referred to in the Hon’ble 

Member’s statement in reply to starred question No. XX in the 

Council on the 13th of August last? 

(e) Are the Gbiternment considering the desirability of having a 
thorough medical examination held to ascertain whether the pain in 
the backbone is not of a rheumatic or tubercular origin? 
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im ilMlMt Hr NUCN tTWHlIIMIIi («) A mummi h Uid on 
the tahli. It is reported that the decrease in weight is not doe to 
ill-healili. 

(6) and (c) He complained of ineomnia in May last. Since then, 
no information has been received that he has been suffering from this 
oomplaint. 

(d) Jfo information to this effect has been received. 

(e) 5o. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 
No. XU showing the weight of Mr. S. C. Bose^ a ditenUf at 
various times since his arrest. 


Month. 

October 1924 
January 1925 
April 1925 
May 1925 
June 1925 
July 1925 
Augu.nt 1925 
September 1925 
October 1925 
Noveml^er 1925 


Weight in lb«. 
... 168 
... ISO 
... 177 
. . 174 
... 178 
... 174 
... 174 
... 172 
... 165 
... 161 


Bibu HEMANTA KUMAR BARKARl Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to an.Hwer if the decrease in weight of 20 lbs. is due to the 
[lomforls Mr. Bom* is having there 

Mr. RRESIOENT: You should not use any ironical expression in 
putting a question. There are elementary rules to he observed m 
putting questions, and I expect every memlier to observe them. 

Mr. i. N. HALDAR: May I know the reason why his weight is 
joing down? 

Tlw HwfMt Sir HUGH STEFHENSONl On receiving this ques- 
ion I wircft to the Burma Government to know the reason of the 
lecrease in weight. They wired back to us saying that the decrease 
ras not due to ill>healih, but they could not say what it was due to. 

Mr. A. C. BANSRdEEt Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
lay whether Mr. Bose to spite the (lovemment has gone down in 
reighiP 


4a 
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Mr. PRfiiOlilTs That is again an ironical question and 1 can- 
not allow it. 

Mr. B. N. SABMALs Will the Government be pleased to publish 
the report which they have received on the question of the decrease of 
weight ? 

The Hon’hle Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; 1 have received no special 
report about this decrease in weight. We receive a report* every 
month, a copy of which is sent to the Ooverunent of India in the case 
of Eegulation III State prisoners, which gives their general health 
and their weight month by month, and the figures regarding weiglU 
given in my answer have been compiled from this. 


UhtUrratf Questions 

(•nsKvert to whioh were laid on the table). 

Periodical transfer of Exeoutiwe Engineers of the Public Works 
Defiartment. 

1. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state 
whether tliere is any rule for periodical transfer of Executive Engineers 
of the Department? 

(6) For how long have the present Executive Engineers in charge 
of the Calcutta Divisions, and the divisions near Calcutta, remained 
in the same charge? 

(r) Are the Government aware that in the absence of such periodical 
transfers, some cases of undesirable abuses in the working of the 
Department are reported to have occurred? 

The Hofi’blc Mr. J. DONALD: (a) No. 

(b) One officer for 3 years and 7 months; another for 7 years and 
5 months (he will retire from the service in December, 1926); the 
third officer for 2 years and 8 months; and the fourth officer for 5 years 
and 5 months. 

(c) Periodic^il transfers are made as a matter of practice, though 
the j)rocedure is not governed by rules. 

Arrangcmcntt for onolosiirit and cMtcrc at aonia poiling ctatioiii. 

S. Rai SaMb PANOHANAN BARM As (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether he is aware ^ that the voters at the last Council election were 
put to inconvenience on account of the airangements for enclosures and 
shelters at some polling statiems? 
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(&) Jgre ike Oovermnent consideritig ike dMirmkility of aftiki&g 
adeqoaio arrangements for the iroters in the polling stationa in future 
elections f 


TIm iir ABD«UR«RAHIMt (o) and (b) Government are 

not aware of any specikc ramplaiiit of inconvenience at a polling station, 
but if tke Rai Sahib has any proitosal to make for improving the 
arrangements Government shall be glad to consider it. 


ttrlkii in Bongal. 

3. Mr. K. C. RAY CNAUDHURIt Will the Hon*ble Member 
in charge of the Department of (\)mmerce be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number and nature of the strikes in 
Bengal during the first half year of 192lf and the number of i)er8on8 
involved ? 

MEMBER in oiNirgo of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (tho 
Hofi’liM Mr. 4 . DotioM): A statement is laid on the Uible. 


Statement referred to tn the reply to unstarred question .Vo. 3 at the 
("ounril meetiny held on the 3rd December^ VJ23. 

I. — Number of strikes in Bengal during the 

first half-year of 1925 ... 28 

II. — Nature of the strikes- 
Demands — 

(1) Number arising out of questions 

(‘oiiceriiing pay ... 13 

(2) Number arising out of questions con- 

cerning dis(‘harge, dismissal or other 
disciplinary action ... 7 

(3) Numl)er arising out of miscellaneous 

questions ... 8 

Total ... 28 


III. — Number of persons (workers) involved ... 35,476 

Mittato in tlio prtpmllon of Dii oMoml rollt for tBo 
Bongtl LogiilaUvo Connoil. 

4. RM BMNb PANCHANAN BARMAt (u) WUl tho Hou’blo 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to atato 
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wkeih«r he is aware that in the preparation of the electoral rolls for 
the Legislative Council mistakes of the following nature are made, 
namely : — 

(i) the names of electors are not properly written or spelt; 

(n) errors in printing; 

(in) the addresses are not properly given ; and 

(it;) descriptions are not properly, or wrongly given, e.g., one 
brother is given as the father of another P 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that in the last electoral 
rolls — 

(i) females who had then no right for franchise were entered in 

the rolls ; 

(ii) persons not qualified*. were entered in the rolls; and 

(Hi) qualified persons were left out? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that for the reasons stated in 
(fl) and (b) the polling officers were put to difficulty in ascertaining the 
facts and for that reason refused pennission to many persons to record 
their votes? 

(d) If the answer to (a), (h) and (c) are in the negative, are the 
Government considering the desirability of directing an inquiry to be 
made into the matter by an examination of the last electoral rolls? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to scrutinize the future electoral rolls, when prepared by the village 
panchayats and before publication ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR RAHIM: (a) to (c) No specific instances 
of mistakes of the nature described have been brought to the notice 
of Government, but I am aware that the elet^toral rolls were inaccurate 
in some respects and that such inaccuracies must necessarily have caused 
inconvenience to voters and polling officers alike. 

(d) The (luestion does not arise. 

(e) Every eflfort will be made to secure greater accuracy in the pre- 
paration of the rolls when they next come under revision. 


AItgratioii of the timings of tho trains in all tha branch linos from 
Parbatipur. 

5. Bibu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTIS (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Public Works (Rail- 
ways) aware that since the opening of the broad-gauge line of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway up to Parbatipur there has been a material 
alteration of the timings of the trains in all the branch lines tnm 
Parbatipur? 
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(by b the Hon'lile Member aluo awmze that those «ltmtioiis Imve 
caused iucoDTenienc^ io the travelling fiublic of Korth Bengali 

(c) Im the Hon’ble Member aware that many representations hare 
been made to the authorities of the Eastern Bengal Railway for alter> 
ing the present timings of the trains over the Katikar^ Lalmonirhat and 
Siliguri lines, without any result? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member au'are that in consequence of the 
introduction of the new timings, the tiak carried by the up Darjeeling 
Mail reaches Diuujpur at 8 oN lfM'k instead of at 6 in the morning, as 
before, with (he result that the delivery of the dak takes place after 
the people leave for their courts and ivflices, and the Calcutta dak is, 
therefore, practically receive<l by them a day late? 

(e) Is the Hon 'hie Member aware that in the cose of some trains, 
more particularly the day trains, passengers travelling short distances, 
as from Diiiajpur to Hungpur, or from*])inajpur to Jalpaiguri and 
vice rerstt, have to l)e iletaiued at Parbatipur for alKmt 5 to 6 hours? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member Im» pleased to state wheiher^the (gov- 
ernment are taking any steps to get (he time-table altered to suit the 
convenience of the jiublic? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (o) Y es. This alteration in timings 
was essentiaL 

(h) (loveniment have received no representation on the subject. 

(<•) The reply is in the negative. 

(d) and (c) Yes, 

(/) The present timings are only transitional, pending the construc- 
tion of the broad-gauge line up to Siliguri. The inconveniences now 
mentioned will 1 k» referred t(» the Agent for due consideration when 
the time-table is next re\iscd. 


CopalganJ Munsifl. 

e. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the tTudicial Department be pleased to state — 

(}) whether the buildings for (be Oopalganj Munsifi in the district 
of Furidpur have been completed ; 

(ft) on what date the Courts ol Munsifs will be opened at Gopal- 
ganj; and 

(tit) whether the Hon’ble High Court have sanctioned the opening 
of the Munsih from November 1925? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason lor the 
delay in opening the Munsifi at Gopalganj? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a number of pleaders will 
liave to shift to Gopalganj for practising in the (Courts of the Munsils 
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there and that at pr^nt there is not a sufficient number o! houses 
available to accommodate themP 

(d) Has the Hon*ble Member considered the point that unless a 
notification be published in the Gazette and in the locality at least one 
month before the opening of the Munsih, the pleaders and the litigant 
public will be put to difficulties? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state when such a noti- 
fication is likely to be published P 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that at present there is no site or 
house for the Bar Library to be formed with the opening of the Munsifi 
at Gopalganj and that it will take some time to obtain Government 
sanction for taking out the lease of a plot of land and to erect a house 
thereon for the Bar Library? 

iff) Are the Government c^msidering the desirability of setting apart 
a portion of the Court building of the Munsifi or any other Government 
house there for the temporary accommodation of the Bar Library until 
a house for the Bar Library is erected? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (i) Yes. 

(n) On the 2nd January, 1926. 

{in) and (/>) The Hon’ble High (h)urt recommended the opening 
of the Munsifi from November, but it was not found convenient to do so. 

(r) Government have no definite information. 

{(1) Ye.s, 

(c) This will be done as soon as possible. 

(/) Government have no definite information. 

(//) No such i)roposal has reached Government. The matter is for 
the consideration <)f the District Judge in the first instance. 


Alterations in the timings of the trains on the Bandel- 
Barharwa line. 

7. Mauivi ABDUL CAFURs (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Public Works (Railways) aware that there have 
been recent alterations in the timings of the trains on the Bandel- 
Barharwa line of the East Indian Railway? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the alterations have caused 
inconvenience to the travelling public in that locality? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a representation has been 
made to the Chief Ojierating Superintendent, East Indian Railway, 
for altering the present timings of the trains? 
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la tKe Hon’bk Member avare that in the case of soma trains, 
more fMrticnlarly the day trains, passenirera travelling short distani'es— 
Baaar Soho to Daiiihat and Salar to Purbasthali— ~have to lie detained 
at the Katwa Junction for ab<mt 3 or 4 hours? 


(e) Are the Government coiisiderin^r the ilesirability of drawing the 
attention of the Railway authorities to the matter? 


Tht Hofl’bto Mfo 4. DONALD: («) From the puhlishet) time-tahle 
this appears to he the ciise. 

(6) to ((f) Government have no information. 

(e) The reply is in the negative. There is an Advisory Board to 
the Railway, to whom representations may W made. 


Realintion of Uharis in tho Omoo Pasohlmgaon 
Nawafa Court of Wards’ Estatea. 

8n SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the llon’hle Meml)er 
ill charge of the Dejiartmeiit <»f Revenue aware that the Tahsil officers 
of the Dacca Nawah (\mrl of Wards* estate and Pasidiinigaon Nawah 
(V)urt of Wards’ estate, in Tippera, realixe tahun ami other illegal 
charges from the tenants? 

(h) Is the Iloiride MeiuWr also aware that the tenants of some 
ancient zamindars get rid of paying interest by giving taharix to the 
Tashil officers? 

(c) Ik it a fmt that (lie tenants sufler for the realization of both 
interesft and faharis? 

((f) Are the Go\eiiiment aware of the fact that the local news- 
pa[x*r has also many times drawn the attention of the authorities 
to this matter? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*hle 
Menil>er I>e jileiised to state whether his attention has lieeii drawn to 
this, and, if so, what steps have lH*cn taken? 

(/) If (he answer to (<) is in tlic negative, are the Government 
considering the desinildlity of inquiring into the matter and redreMsing 
the alaive grievances? 

The Hon’bto Maharaja KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
af Nadias (a) Tafum has in the past lieen realized in the Daci'a 
Nawab*s estate. The management of the eetate is now under refirgau- 
ization; the collection of tahari has been sU>p|>ed in one circle and 
will be stopjied in the rest. The ctdlection of such charges in for- 
bidden in the Paschirogaon estate. 
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(b) to if) The questions are vague. It is known to Government 
that illegal charges are realized by some zamindars or their agents. 
A remedy is provided in section 76 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885. 

Strike of mill-liands of the Bally Jute Mill. 

9. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
what information he has got about the cause of the strike in September 
last of mill-hands of the Bally Jute Mill? 

(b) On what terms have the strikers resumed work? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. J. DONALD: (a) and (h) In the absence of serious 
public reasons for doing so, ^Govern meat are not prej)are<l to publish 
their information regarding the causes of a particulai strike or the 
terms on which the strikers resume work. 


MilMge and daily allowanoas drawn by members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council. 

10. Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the amount (»f travelling allf>wance and residential 
allowance drawn by each non-official inein]»cr of the Bengal Legislative 
Counml during the year 1924 and in the current >ear up to the month 
of June, 1925? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’bla Sir Abd.ur*Rahim): The ineml)er is referred to the replies 
given to unstarred questions Nos. 12 and 84 at the meetings of the 
Bengal legislative Council, held on the 18th February and 14th 
August, 1925, respectively. 

Extancion of sarvioe of the Inapeotor-Ceneral of Registration. 

11. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state the reason why the Inspector-General of Registration has been 
granted an extension of service? 

(5) Are the Government contemplating the appointment of a junior 
member of the Indian Civil Service after the term of the present 
Inspector-General of Registration is over? 

(c) Are the Ooveriftment considering the desirability of introducing 
the Departmental Registrar system in Bengal as it exists in Madras f 
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Tili $ir ABD»UR*RAHIiii (<i) Th© tiiftpeot 0 r-O©tt©ral of 

Regislmtion has not been granted an extension of service. 

(6) The question has not arisen. 

(c) The system was introduced in 1919 in certain districts, but, as 
ii did not prove a success, it was discontinued. 


Pay of minittorial staff in the Registration Departnieiit 

12. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether the Government are considering (he desirability of revis- 
ing the pay of the ministerial offiters of the Registration Department, 
which at present begins with Rs. 25 and R.s. 30, res|H*(‘tively, for the 
posts in the mufassal and the Sadar? * 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the starting pay for all 
other departments is Rs. 40 a numthP 

Tho Hon’bis Sir ABO«UR«RAHIMs (a) For full information alamt 
pay of ministerial staff in the Registration Department the meml)er is 
referred to tlie answer given by the Ifon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fa«l-ul 
Huq to question No. 60 {n) asked by Shall Syed Emdadul llaq at the 
meeting of the 18th Fehruaty, 1924. At present Government do not 
consider it desirable to revise the pay of the ministerial officers of the 
Registration Department. 

(h) The starting pay for all other departments is not Rs. 40 a 
month, but is dift'erenl for different departments. The scale of pay 
of the ministerial offi('(‘rs of each department was fixed not only in 
consideration (»f the amount of work to Ih» done by these officers, but 
also of other factors, such as the nature of the work, and the (piali- 
fications required of them at the. time of recruitment. 


Motque at Mulgao in Faridpur. 

IS. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: 'a) Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the police have locked up a mosque at Mulgao, jKilic^station 
Ooaairhat, in Faridpur P 

(6) Is it a fact that the mosque in question is the only mosque 
in the locality? 

(c) What is the reason for locking up the moscjueP 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate steps fer opening the mosque for the prayers of the Hubam* 
madans of the locality P 
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The Hon’Me Sir HUCH tTEraClliOilC (a), (c) and (d) It is not 

a fact. On the 4th September last the police received information that 
a serious riot would take place over the use of a mosque at Mulgao. 
The officer in charge of the Goeairhat police-station immediately went 
to the spot and found the parties prepared to fight. He submitted a 
report to the Subdivisional Officer, Madaripur, and took steps to see 
that no breach of the peace occurred meanwhile. Subsequently, a peti- 
tion of CGmi>romise was submitted to the Subdivisional Officer, through 
the police, by the contending parties, and the Subdivisional Officer 
thereujwn discharged the accused in the 107 proceedings, which were 
I)ending before him. The mo«(iue was not locked up by the police 
nor luis it been closed by the Magistrate, but it is at present net 
being used by either of the parties, pending settlement of their dispute 
by (x>mpromise. 

(h) The mosque is not ^he only one in the lottality. There are 
five other mosques within half a mile' of the mrsque in question. 


Settlement operatiofis in Murshidabad. 

14i Matlltfi ABDUL CAFUR* (a) Will the Ilon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that settlement operations have already commenced in the 
district of Murshidabad? 

{b) Is the Hon'ble the Meml)or aware that amari (winter) jmddy 
is the only staple food in the Rarh javri of Bengal ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the piosjiect of aman (winter) jwiddy in the 
district of Mursliidahnd is not satisfactory this year? 

(d) Have the Government w>n.sideml tlie fact that the drawing of 
chains on the paddy plants dui’ing the course of field survey at the 
present season will affect tlie standing |Muldy? 

(f) Are the Government considering the desirability of keeping 
the wt)rk in ul)eyaiK!e till the croi>s are harvested ? 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaji K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
or Nadia: (a) Yes. 

{h) A man imddy is the principal crop iii Murshidabad district. 

(c) ITie recexit district reports show that the prospects of standing 
crops are favourable, 

(</) The rules of the Settl^ent Department provide that care must 
be taken tc avoid damage to crops and other property. 

(e) Government 4o not think it is necessary to stop the survey 
work. 
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1&, BMni NAGENDRA NARAYAN rays (a) Will the Hcm'ble 
Member in cbarge of the Department of Public Works be pleased 
to state whether the Govenmient are aware that there are no waiting- 
rooms for female jiaasengers attaclunl to the railway stations on the 
Bengal-Booars Railway line ? 

(b) Aie the Governmenl ronsideriiig the desirability of moving the 
Raila^ay authorities for the eonstnirtion of waiting-rrmnis for female 
passengers in the stations situatiMl on the said raila^ay lineJ^ 

Th9 Hotl'bio Mr# J. DONALD: {a) The Government have no 
information on this subject. 

(b) The attention of the Railway authorities will l)e drawn to the 
subject-matter of the (jnestion. 


Number and amount of awards under the Workmen*! 
Compensation Aot. 

16. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Menil>er in charge of the IVjmrtment of Commerce b<» pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the nuiiiher and amount of awards 
made during the first half year of 1925 by the ('onimissioner administer- 
ing the Workmen’s Comisuisation Act? 

(b) What was the nature of a<‘e.idents for which comiamsaiions 
wei'e nwjirde<t? 

The Hon’blo Mr. d. DONALD: (a) and (b) Two statements are 
laid on the table. 

State mm t referred to in the reply to clau$e (a) of unutarred queftion 
No. lOy .nhowirifj ra.u's disposed of and $tatement of awards made 
dnriny the firjft id.r months (Januartf ta June) of the year lU2f5y 
by the Commissioner, Workmen s Compensaiiony Benqal. 

Number of applications in Form F and G. — Decided, 7; awards 
made in d. 

Apportionment in dejiosit cases. — DecTeed, 44; awards made in 43. 
Amount paid. — Rupees 41,746-2-9. 

Besides the above, 66 out of 68 agreement cases arrived at bedween 
the emplryers and the workmen for the permanent ^ and 
temporary disablements caused by injuries while on duty have 
been registered, the total compensation of which is 
Es. 17,287-13-6. 
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Stateiumi refurred to m the reply to daute (b) of ^^arred qeteition 

No. 16. 


Nature of aooident. 

Crushed by falling objects 
Injured by fall 
Drowning 

Injured while handling machinery 
Run over by vehicles 
Other accidents 


Total 


Number of casee. 
... 12 
... 9 

... 8 
... 8 
... 3 

... 4 

... 44 


All 44 cases, except one, were fatal. 


Oo mm ono em ent of agrioutturirt operatiociB «t tha agrioutturtl farm at 

Dinajpur. 

17. Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Meml)er in charge of the Dejxirtment of Agriculture and 
IiuluHiricH be pleaned to state when the actual agricultural operations 
are pro|ioHed t(» he comnienced at the agricultural farm at Dinajpur? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble Member W plea»e<l to state what oi>eration8 
are proposed to be undertaken in the beginning? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a mixed committee of officials 
and non-officials was formed at Dinajpur who helped the selection and 
acquisition of lands f(u* the agricultural farm? 

{(f) Is the Hoirble Member aware that since the land was ac(|uired 
that i*ominittee has never l)een consulted regarding the construction of 
buildings or on any other matters regarding the farm? 

(f) Will the Hon’ble Memlier Iw j)leasc*d to state what amount was 
actually spent on the construction of the buildings? 

(/) ;\re the Ooverninent considering the desirability of having a 
non-official advisory committee in each district for the promotion and 
development of agriculture in the districts? 

(//) If the answer tn (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
MemlH'r be jdeased to state wimt steps it is j)ro{)0«ed to take for the 
promotion of such a committee at Dinajpur? 

««MBiR In olittgt of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE md 
INOUBTRIEi (tlM Hon*blo Sir Hugh ttoplioilfofl): (a) At the end of 

the current fiimncial year when the construction of buildings is expec- 
ted to be completed. 
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(6) The ol jate, padd>% sagftrcane Mid fodder erofii. 

(c) Tea. 

(d) The httildijigs on district agricultural farms are constructed 
according to iype plans approved by Government. The committee 
referred to was assembled exclusively for the purpose of the selection 
of sites for the agricultural farm, 

(e) Rs. 49,067. 

(/) and (g) The member is referred to the remarks on Agricultural 
Associations on pages 15-16 of the Report on the Agriculture Depart- 
ment for 1923-24 and in jwragraph 7 of the resolution recorded by 
Government there<>n, a copy of wliich is laid on the library’ table. 


Financial effect of recommendations of the Lea Commiaiiofi. 

18. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUD*HURIS Will the Hon'hle 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance W pleased to state - 

(i) what increase in provinrial expenditure has resulted from 
effect bein^ given to the recommendations of the Lee 
(Vnnmission ; and 

(ri) what will lie (he total annual increase in ex})enditure on that 
account ? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANOE (tho Hon’lllo 
Mr. d. Donald): (i) The member is referred to the answer given to 
a similar (juestion asked by Ibihu Bejoy Krishna Bose on the 17th 
March, 1925. 

(ii) It is not anticipated that the ultimate cost will greatly exceed 
the e.-^timated iiuTcasp pt'ovid<s] for in the budget for the year 1925-26 


Hindu oommunitios rookonod u do p r e i ied. 

18. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DA8: (a) Will the ITonMdc MemW 
in charge of the A]»jM»intment Department be pleased to stale the namcn 
of the <lifferent Hindu com in unities reckoned by (iovernment as 
depressed at the time of granting special privileges*' 

(d) On what principles is the classification made? 
fc) Can any inemlK»r lielonging to cuiiimunities other than depreim- 
ed be sele<?ted to enjoy any special favour excJiiaively reserved by 
Government for depressed classes? 

Tlif HofPMt Sir HUGH STEPHENBON: (a) to (e) I understand 
ibat the member refers to preference in appointments to the Bingal 
"’ivil Service and other services for w'hich an examination is held 
mnually. He is referred to rules 2 and 4 of the RuIm publiabed in 
loveinment notification No. 654S A., dated the 28tli June, 1926. 
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Siatemmt t^f^rred U in the reply to clause (b) of uneimred qnestum 

No. 16. 


N«ture of accident. 

Crushed by falling objects 
Injured by fall 
Drowning 

Injured while handling machinery 
Run over by vehicles 
Other accidents 


Total 


Number of caaee. 
... 12 
... 9 

... 8 
... 8 
... 3 

... 4 

... 44 


All 44 o.ase8, except one, were fatal. 


Ooffiumnoemifit of agrtoultural operatiom at the agrioultiirtl fam at 

DlnaliHir. 

17. Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA OHAKRAVARTI : (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Dejxirtment of Agriculture and 
ludustrieK be pleased to state when the actual agricultural operations 
are proposed to be commenced at the agricultural fann at Dinajpur? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleaseil to state what operations 
are proposed to he undertaken in the beginning? 

(c) Is the Ilon'ble Meinl)er aware that a mixed committee of officials 
and non-officials w’as formed at Dinajpur w’ho helped the selection and 
aequiMtion of lands for the agricultural farm? 

{(f) Is the Hoirble Member aware that since the land was actjuired 
that (committee has never l)een consulted regarding the construction of 
buildings or on any other matters regarding the farm? 

(p) Will the Hon’ble MemW be pleas^ul to state w'hat amount was 
actually spent on the coustinictum of the buildings? 

(/) Are the (Government considering the desirability of having a 
non-official atlvisory committee in each district for the promotion and 
development of agriculture in the districts? 

(y) If the answer to (/) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er l>e pleased to state what steps it is proposed to take for the 
promotion of such a committee at Dinajpur? 

HHiBiR in oHwgt of DBRARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUiTRIEt (tbo Hon’Mo Sir Hugh Stophonton): (a) At tbe end of 

' the current financial year when the construction of buildings is expec- 
ted to be completed. 
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(6) Tke edlKratioii irf jute, i»ddy, raguroane Mid fodder oropo. 

(c) Ye*. 

(i) The bnildingH on district agricultural farms are constructed 
according to ^fpe plans approved by Government. The committee 
referred to was assembled exclusively for the purpose of the selection 
of sites for the agricoiltuml farm. 

(e) Rs. 49,067. 

(/) and (g) The member is referred to the remarks on Agricultural 
Associations on pages 16-16 of the Report on the Agriculture Depart- 
ment for 1926-24 and in luiragniph 7 of the resolution recorde<l by 
Government thereon, a copy of which is laid on the lihrarj^ table. 

FifUMioial effect of r eoommendations of the Leo Oommitiion. 

IS. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUlfHURIi Will the Hon'blc 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance Ih‘ pleased to state - 

(/) what increase in pnivincial expenditure has resulted from 
effect being given to the recommendations of the Lee 
(’om mission; and 

(it) what will be the total annual increase in expenditure on that 
account ? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. fl. Donald); a) T he member is referred to the answer given to 
a similar question asked by Habu Hejoy Krishna Bose on the 17th 
March, 1926. 

(//) It is not anticipated that the ultimate cost will greatly exceed 
the estimated increase providfsl for in the budget for the year 1926-26 


HimHi oommunitioi rookonod as dot woia a d . 

19. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Honlde Meiiil>er 
in charge of the Ap|K»intnient Department W pleased to state the names 
of the different Hindu communities reckoned by Government as 
depresHe<l at the time of granting spe<'ial privileges!^ 

(d) On what principles i« the claRaification made? 

(r) Can any menilM*r lielonging to communities other than depress- 
ed be seleideil to enjoy any special favour exclusively reserved by 
Government for depressed classes? 

Tha Hon’Mi Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; (a) to (c) I understand 
that the member refers to preference in appointments to the Bengal 
Civil Service and other services for which an examination is held 
annually. He is referred to rules 2 and 4 of the Rules published in 
Ooveinment notification No. 6648 A., dated the 26th June, 1925. 
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PimlMM HI poUiaMom in the Ui^ Kingdam ttnwgit tha High 

UIHIBIHMN vilVn * 

211. Mr. F. fi. JAMEiS (a) Will tlie Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of finance be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to 
the office memorandum No. A. 436 of the Government of 
India, Department of Industries and Labour, dated the 
21 st April, 1925, regarding the purchase of publications in 
the IT*ut«fl Kingdom through the High Commissioner; 

(w) whether the Government have been invited to participate in 
the scheme outlined in the memorandum; and 
(Hi) whether the Government have taken any action in the matter? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er be pleused to state what is the general policy which has been 
adopted P 

(c) If no action has yet been taken, are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability of giving an opportunity to the Legislative Council 
of discussing the matter before coming to any decision? 

(f/) Ik the Hon’ble the Member aware of the injury which the 
partial adoption of the scheme is already causing to the retail book- 
sellers in Bengal? 

Tfw Mr. J. DONALD: (n), (i) to (Hi) Yes. 

(h) With a view to economy in the purchase of publications pub- 
liMhed in Kiucum*. Government have decided to take advantage of the 
scheme and have accepted the invitation to participate. 

(cl Does not arise. 

(fi) No. 

Mr. F. E. dAMES: Is it the intention of Government to continue 
to give opportunity to local booksellers to tender quotations for publi- 
cations required by Government? 

Tim Hon’ble Mr. DONALD: I must have notice of this question. 

Cmm of MkIuoUqii of vronion from oorUin diitrieU. 

21. Mr. TARIT ENUEAN ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state how many women 
were alalucted during the years 1923, 1924 and the first six months of 
the current year from the districts of Raiigpur, Mymensingh and 
Dacca? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
offenders were prosecuted? 

• (o) If so, what was the i^ult in each case? 
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MUCH tTCraCNMMi (a) Qovermmitt ksve oo' 
nukterutu for |fywweriii|r ihia queatimi. 

(5) and AMoction i« not the specific title of an ofienco under 
the Indian Peh^ Code and it ia not clear what claaaee of offences an 
i^erred to in tme question. 


CMIMriillg of W«P4«tlirMd 

« ^ »Mmi HimaMTA KUMAR SARKARi («) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charpe of the Political Department be pleased to state 
what was the principle and policy followed after the auci'esaful termina- 
tion of the war in rewarding war-retnmed men, outsiders and those 
already kolding Government poHts? 

(i») Is it a fact that persons enlisted jp the army, hut who have 
never crossed the seas and have no proper educational qualifications, 
have been given posts in the Sulsirdinate Executive Sendee in prefer- 
enco to the above-mentioned officers?* 

(c) Is it a fact that the records show that some of the ministerial 
oflBc«rs who returned from war applied to the Government of Bengal, 
through their superior officers, for jmsts in the Subordinate Executive 
Service, Suli-Uegistrarships. Excim> Inspectorships and for Income-tax 
Asaeasorships and their applications were forwarded by their superior 
officers with strong recommendations, but without success y 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Member he pleased to state why those appli- 
cations were not considered favourably? 

Thu Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENBONs (a) The principles follow- 
ed are laid down in Government resolutions No. 2184 P.-— 1)., of the 
27th July, 1918, and No. 2706 P.—D., of the 22nd September, 1919, 

(h) to (ft) The information asked for is not on record. The atten- 
tion of the memlier is invited to the reservations contained in fiara- 
graph 4 of the resolution of 1919, to which the principles enunciated 
were subject. 


GOVERNMENT BUtlNEtt! 

Legiilitivi bntinoto. 

Gooe m ini nt Billi. 

The SongM Loom toif-Go t fo mm o nt (AmondRioni) Bill, lili. 

The HonMUo Mahofnia KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY TTriitMr 
of Mates I beg to present to the Council the report of the Select 
Gouuiuttee on the Bengal Local SeH-Govemment (Amendment) Bill, 
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GOYEEHMMf BILLS. 


* I beg to more tbet tbe nport wbicb I ba^e jaet laid on Bie tal^ 
be taken into .ooiuideration. It will be seen from the report that ike 
members of tbe Committee were opposed to tbe abolition of *tbe 
educational qualifications and that in their opinion tbe financiii 
adTantages which would accrue as a result of the Bill would not bo 
sufficient to justify the Council taking the franchise away from any 
persons who at present enjoy it. As the House has already been in* 
formed, the intention of Government in this small piece of legislation 
was to introduce uniformity into the qualifications entitling persons 
to rote for the Local and Union Boards. Our object was to reduce 
the labour and cost involved in holding these elections and we thought 
that the advantages which might thereby be obtained, would justify 
some alteration in the franchise for Local Boards — ^more particularly^ 
as under one qualification we broaden the electorate although 1 admit 
that under another head, namely, the educational qualifications, » the 
electorate would have been slightly reduced. 

However, I accept the views of the Select Committee that the Bill 
should not proceed, and I need not discuss its merits or demerits any 
further. I, therefore, formally move that the Bill be taken into con- 
sideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

TN Hofft’liia Mthargja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BahMhir 
of Nadits 1 beg to move that the Bill be withdrawn. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

THE BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1825. 

Tha Hon’IMa Mahtnija K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

of Nadia I I beg to introduce a Bill further to amend the Bengal Ten- 
ancy Act, 1886. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


Order of putting amondmonU on the Bengal Tananoy (A m andman t ) 

Bill, 1825. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Before I call upon the Hon'ble the Bevenue 
Member to move the next motion, I would like to point out to the 
members who have given notice of resolutions for the amendment of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, that the Government have already antici- 
pated them by the introduction of this Bill which is a comprehensive 
one^ covering all the points raised in those resolutions. Consequently, 
under Standing Order 82, by the consideration of the next motion aj^ 
a decision thereon, iurther debate on the propoaed resolutions 
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wili lie 0 iA O^isrder sad they will aatenaticdily tall tluroagl^. T!h«r»» 
fore, if the IMiniberB deeire to place the riews embodied in thoot 
reeoifitkiBB hAfe the House, I think they should do so by ataiHiif 
thei^vee of the opportunity afforded by the debate on the next 
naotion. 

With reference to the subject matter of the motion, I should like 
to point out to Un House that it really consists of four distinct parts^ 
viz . — 

(I) Reference to the Select Committee, 

(^) Personnel of the Select Committee, 

(3) Instructions to the Select Committee, and 
(f) Qporum of the Select Committee. 

There are notices of amendments to al^of them except the third, 
namely, Instructions to the Select Committee. To facilitate the oon> 
sideration of the motion, I proposed to proceed as follows : — 

After the ffeneral provisions of the Bill have been sufficiently dis- 
fussed I shall cull upt^n the movers of the amendments who object to the 
reference of the Bill to a Select Committee at this stafre. After those 
amendments have been sufficiently dealt with 1 shall call upon the 
Hon’ble the Revenue Member to reply and then put those amendments 
to vote. In this connection I should further point out that thosu 
members who want to speak on those amendments and also desire to 
discuss the general provisions of the Bill, should reserve their speechea 
till those amendments are taken up. If any of tln^se uim'mimentH he 
carried, it will not be necessary to discuss any other part of the substan- 
tive motion of the Hon’ble the Revenue MemWr. If, however, none 
of them be carried, I shall take all the amendments dealing with the 
personnel of the Select Committee. After all these amendments have 
been moved and sufficiently discussed 1 shall again call upon the Hon’ble 
the Revenue Member to reply, and then put the amendments in tber 
order they stand upon the Agenda Paper. 

1 should here make it clear that there is a certain amount of justifi-^ 
cation for holding that if any of these amendments l>e carried the other 
amendments dealing with the same part of the substantive motion,, 
namely, the personnel of the Select Committee, will under Standing* 
Order 05 (3) fall through. In this connection I cannot refrain from 
remarking that the way in which the names for the Select Committer 
have been sent up by individual members, does not show that the differ* 
ent party leaders have made sufficient attempt for a concerted actioir 
even in a serious matter like this. The result might be that none of 
these amendments by itself would be acceptable to the majority to tbr 
House, and so much time of the Council would be lost in discussini^ 
tbem. I should be glad if a stop could be put to this practice which 

5 a 
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0 t xMnt gx^wiL Wkat I would like to eugipeet is that ike leadeiu 
ifioiild put tkeif heade together and hand oTer to me an ameudmeDt 
poataining »ay eix names most acceptable to them. 1 shall be to 
admit such an amendment even now and put it to the vote fimt of all. 

After disposing off this part of the question, 1 propose to take up the 
last batch of the amendments dealing with the constitution of the 
q[Uorum. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 


Tfia Bengal Tananoy (Amandmant) Bill, 1925. 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur ol 
Nadia: I beg to move th^t the Bengal Tenan<y (Amendment) Bill, 
1925, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of: — Sir Provash 
Chunder Hitter, Kt., C.I.E,, Baja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri of 
Santosh, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawub Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
C.I.K., Bui Satyendra Nath Boy Choudhuri Bahadur, Maulvi Bajibud^ 
din Turafdar, Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti, Maulvi Basar 
Mahammad, Mr. J. M. Sen Ciupfa, Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmad, Mr. Nir- 
mal Chandra Chunder, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, Rai Hareudranath 
Chaudhuri, Mr. W. L. Travers, C.I.K., O.B.E., Maulvi A. K. Faasl-ul- 
Huq, Khan Bahadur Md. Abdul Mumin, Mr. M. C. McAlpin, C.I.E., 
I.C.S., Mr. H. C. Liddell, I.C.8., Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, O.B.E., I.C.S., 
and myself with instructions to submit their report in time for its 
consideration in the February session of the Bengal I/egislative Council, 
and that the number of members whose presence shall l>e necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Forty years have elapsed since the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1886 was 
passed. During this long jieriod considerable economic (dmnges have 
taken place in the Province and the piactieal working of the Art has 
disclosed various defects which call for early I'emedy. Important pro- 
blems affecting the relations of landlords and tenants have assumed 
fluoh a prominence as to waniint alterations in legislation. It was in 
1921 that Government at the request of the last Council appointed a 
oommittee to consider these pi^oblems and to rejiort what amendments 
ware needed in the Bengal Tenancy Act. That iHimmiUee was a laige 
and a representative one and was presided over by that eminent Beventte 
^ autbority, Sir John Kerr (now the Governor of Assam), and to whom 
this Government and this Council owe a great debt of gratitude for the 
INttienoe, energy and ability he brought to bear on the delihemtioni of 
that oomauttee* On the oommiUee were three members whose dsilh 
aN must all depkre, vts.«:Baja Bahadur Ban Behmi Kapur, that ital^ 
ataii bat inst ohmapion of the order of landlords, Bai Bahadur BuiuwiffU 
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C&iadim for kis iii«xkftitgfible md doiaiM kaowladg^ 

of Ik# BongaklbeaMicy Act and its workings and Sir A«iito«k Ckandkarl, 
Ike watlrknoam Higk Court Judge. I must also mentton tkat Ike coat- 
iBtltoe kad tka benefit of ike advice and eeiricea of ite very competenl 
and inviduable draftsman, Mr. Tindall, lately Secretary to this Council. 
I am sure tkat Ike kon’ble members will agree with me if they examine 
ike constitution of the committee, that a stronger and more repreeenta* 
tive committee would have been difficult to constitute and that its 
report is entitled to the fullest consideration on all hands. 

The committee held 43 meetings from the month of August, 
1921 to the month of August, 1922 (moS of them being 
long sittings), and evolved a report with a Bill of 125 clauses 
embodying their solutions of the different problems with 
which they were confronted and worked yiem out in all necessary 
details. Although there were a number of notes of dissent, which in 
a matter of this complexity and importance dealing with conflicting 
interests was hardly unexpected, the report can well l»e a(‘cepted as one 
in which practically all the ineml>ers agreed in principle. In January, 
1923, the report and the Bill were published for public criticism. This 
it received in lull, if not supenibundnnt, measure. Approximately, 
1,0(KI opinions were re<*eived, t(KJ many to warrant printing in full in 
view of the redundancy of many of them. 

The Government fully considered these opinions and some changes 
in the committee’s Bill were made hut the main principles have Injen 
left untouched and have been adopted in the Bill just now' introduced 
in Council. The main features of the Bill have been elucidated in the 
committee’s n*port and explained in the Statement of Ohjecta and 
Reasons and i-epetition is unnei'essarj'. 

I must, however, refer to two problems of transcendental importance, 
I mean the problems of the transferability of occupancy rights and of 
the rights of the actual, and not merely the fie jvre, cultivator of the 
soil. I need not w’eary the House with a rt»i>etition of the history behind 
transferability — how it was dealt with up to and in 1885, how the High 
Court in 1912 drew the attention of Government to the ne<’e»sity of 
legislation regarding it and the repeated attempts at solutions, — but I 
will go straight to the committee’s recommendation to make raiyati hold- 
ings or shares thereof transferable subject to tlie payment of a fee, 
sidami or premium to the landlord, thereby standardising in the law 
the present practice. That is the proposed substantive law and it is 
perfectly simple. 

Wkal in#st, kowever, strike every competent observer is tkat in tkis 
fmmnce, witk transferability made legal in tkis manner, tkere k a 
very teal risk of raiyati koldings falling more and more into tke kattdl 
of ncm-agricnlturists, till tke bona fids agneniinnst is little more tkan 
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'‘ft serf on the land he onee called hie own. 1 am sure the Council will 
agree with me, whatever their opinion on the merits of the Bill may he, 
that something definite and certain must he done to prevent such a 
calamity. The Committee have recommended two solutions of this 
difiiciilty which have been adopted by Government in their Bill. The 
first gives the landlord the power to turn out a non-agriculturist 
purchaser by giving the landlord power to buy out the transferee — a 
recognition of the landlord’s claim to object to an undesirable tenant 
being forced on him. 

The most important proposal the committee has put forward is that 
under-raiyats should, *except in certain cases, be given occupancy rights 
against their immediate landlords. This solution also arises from the 
fact that now-a-days a contingency not uncontemplated at the time of 
the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act and a fact elaborated at length 
in the report of the committee the cultivating tenant for whom the 
occupancy right was intended has often become a tenant-at-will under 
the holder of that occupancy right. 

The committee state it in their repc)rt : 

Under the law as it standiii. the occupancy tenant right con only be enjoyed 
by one peraon in the chain, and, aa the law ia not properly ad^ted to the compli- 
cated state of Kubinfeudution which actually exists, it frequently happens that the 
^upancy tenant right gets into the hands of the wrong person, and the cultivat- 
ing tenant who ought to have the right finds himself in the position of a tenant- 
at-wiJl. It is this limitation of the legal occupancy n|?ht to a single individual 
among the numerous persons who may be interested in the land tnat is at the 
root of roost of the difficulties experienced in the administration and interpreta- 
tion of the Act in Bengal, and we are convinced that it is necessary to recast 
this fundamental provision of the Act, in order to meet the requirements of modern 
<X}nditions. 

Whatever may be said for or against the solution to give occupancy- 
rights to under-raiyats, it does definitely keep the agriculturists from 
falling into a state of serfdom. The question, however, is of such diffi- 
<mlty, controvei*8y and importance that I must make it clear that Gov- 
ernment aie willing to consider any modifications of or any alternatives 
to the proposal which will secure the essential objects of the protection 
of the actual cultivator and, in the case of transfers, of preventing the 
non-agriculturist from debarring him from obtaining occupancy-rights. 

The other principles relating to tenants’ advantages, e,g., their 
right to trees, the greater facility of payment of rent by money order, 
the aMitiou of the harassing system of realisation of rent by distraint, 
the commutation of produce-rent and those relating to the landlords’ 
advantages, e.g.^ facility for and simplification of the procedure for the 
realisation of rents, the difficulties of the landlords on account of the 
existence of co-sharer landlords or co-sharer tenants and other minor 
matters will be found dealt with in the Statement of Oldeets and 
Beasofti or the Notes on the clauses. These and the two main pnnoijilee 
mentioned before have been exhaustively examined in the opinioae 
received on the Committee's report. 
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The ducusetiig tliein on paper is now past mm) the tiaie has 

come for a i|iMM)4able discussion of them by a Select Committee of this 
Council. That committee will have plenty of materia) to work .upon 
the facts contained in a number of district settlement reports of recent 
years, the facts, opinions and proposals contained in the Committee's 
report and the large mass of public opinion obtained on these proposals. 

The Bill as framed and now placed before the Council is an honest 
attempt to find a solution of the several problems. These are very 
important and di^ult enough already and will become more and* more 
difficult, the longer they are put off. 

Let me sum up the main position of (iovernment. Government 
accept the necessity of a change in the law relating to certain matters 
affecting the relations of landlords and tenants. They put forward the 
Oommittee*s proiMsals as an honest attempt to solve a difficult prob* 
lein — an attempt entitled to the fullest consideration. There is a large 
mass of opinion on those pro{K>Mals. It is now the time for a Select 
Committee of this House to consider them. And, lastly, Government 
in view of the difficulty and importance of the pn){>osals are willing to 
consider any alternatives or modifications which are an improvement on 
them. It is for^his Council to make or inar the Bill. I appeal to them 
to make it. 

Maulvl EKRAMUL HUQ: I heard the Hoii’ble Member in charge 
of the Bill .speaking on the provisions of the amending Bill. To my 
mind, fnmi what I have heunl from him and from what I have seen of 
the Tenancy Act (Amendment) Bill that is placed before us, I can only 
say that the Bill as it stands, is highly unsatisfactory. It does not at 
all to that extent benefit the tenants as it should. Attempts have been 
made on the other hand to l>enefit the landlords; for instance, when the 
Hon’ble Merabt*r has made pnnisious for giving 26 per cent, to the 
landlord on transfers he knows it himself that he is giving at least 20 
per cent, over what the landlord is getting at the present moment. 
Does he or does he not know that the tenant in order to evade the pay- 
ment of the landlord's dues, as provided in the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
takes recourse to sell a part of his holding keeping only a few chattacks 
of laud to himself thus compelling the xamindar not to have recourse 
to the Court of liaw in order to oust the tenant. Thus, the aamindar 
gets nothing from these transfers and later on the transferees are 
tacitly recognised by the samindars themselves or at the time of Settle- 
ment, they are recognised by officers in charge of settlement operations. 
But, Sir, the tenants generally want that they should have the right to 
transfer their holdings because in that ease they will be able to get 
much liiglier prices. The Amendment Bill as plai^ before the Council 
provides that on transfers they will have to pay 25 per cent Is it not 
m fact known to the Honlile Member that there are magy places in 
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Bengal where the tenftiits are not called u|»oa to laake afiy payment 
whataoeTer. But if this amendment is carried by the Council they will 
have also to pay a larger sum which, under the law eyen as it stands 
at present, they have never been called upon to pay. Further, as soon 
as the powers are given to the tenantry to transfer their holdings I may 
take ii--^nd I feel perfectly certain that the whole House will take it — 
that there will be at least hundred-fold more transfers than at the 
present moment. Even if Government were to allow the samindars to 
have. two pice per rupee for the transfers I am sure that the landlords 
will be able to make much more money than what they are able to get 
at the present moment. Sir, there are many places where the tenants 
do not pay more than 4 pice or 2 annas, but Government when they try 
to amend the law instead of trying to alleviate the suffering of the 
tenantry are rather harsh to them and compel them to pay much more 
than what they ever did. 

I am sorry, Sir, that I have to make these remarks, for I know 
that Government from the very beginning when it enacted the Per- 
manent Settlement Laws had reserved to themselves the power to 
intervene if they found that the tenants* interests were jeopardized, 
and it is iri pursuance of that resolution that Government from tinm to 
time are making laws for the benefit of the tenantry. But it is very 
unfortunate. Sir, that instead of making laws which would actually 
benefit them. Government is making laws which are generally not to 
their interest at all. I submit, Sir, that this provision will not be 
acceptable to the tenantry. I am certainly not for encroaching on the 
rights of the zemindars, or to disturb the good relationship that ought 
to exist between them and the tenants. I would stand on the firmest 
footing of cordiality and T would like that there should be no trouble 
between the landlords and the tenants, but I do not like as a man to 
we those persons, who live by the sweat of their brow and who toil and 
moil hard for a morsel of food, to be hit harder than they are at the 
present moment. I am afraid that to the utter misfortune of the 
masses, Government is at the present moment placed in the hands of 
a class which is averse to the interests of the tenantry and would not 
do them that justice which any other human being would gladly do. 

There is another provision to which the tenantiy cannot but object. 
The zemindars will have the right to eject any person whom they con- 
sider to be undesirable. And further, Sir, for this reason they have 
provided that the zemindars should pay 10 per cent, over to the pur* 
chaser and oust the person who has purchased the land from the occu* 
pancy holder. Sir, the tenants are generally poor, they have not much 
money to pay, but the zemindar's money lies idle and hoarded. Any 
Zemindar who wants to take all the land in khas will certainly be abW 
to do so by paying 10 per cent, over. If you actually want to check 
the transfer of holdings to persons who pay a higher amount but put 
a lower sale price, then the best thing for yon to do is to fix at least 2f^ 



|J» cwnt. «llhe pnw to be paid above tbe psrebaee noney to tbe par- 
e^r by «a aemindar f« ourtinp bim. This proviaioa of tbe BUI 
WU be a f M^«il ioTu«e of litigation also and eo tbia proviaioa oogbt 
to be omitted. • 

Further, Sir, an attempt baa been made by the Bon’ble Member to 
provide right# for the under-tenant#. Certainly, every well-wiaher of 
the tenantry cannot but agree to auch a propoaal. The actual cultiva- 
tor ahould have a better right to the land. But. Sir, at plai'ea where 
land# are held in khus, not by aeniindur# but b}’ peraoua who aro 
actually tenant# but who are not able to cultivate the land theraaelve#r 
it might be that they were at one time the holder# of large eetatei but 
have gradually dwindled down to poverty and cannot hold the plough 
themwlves, it is not right that because they have given the land to a 
bhagidnr you should oust them from the land and give the right to the 
bhagular. I am afraid this sort of arrangement will not benefit those 
persons who require to be l<«>ked after, but in cases where there aiw 
under-tenants who are giving fixed rents to their immediate superior 
tenants or to jotedar or xemiudar certainly we should allow occupancy 
right to the under-tenant, so that he can have the land to himself. 
In no case. Sir, those who are not bond fiiin cultivators or are landlords 
or jotedars should have the right to stop under-tenants from getting 
the occupancy-right. These are some of the provisions almut which I 
have spoken and us I think that other members of this Council would 
like to speak as to the unsatisfactory nature of other provisions I should 
not detain the House any longer. 

HAJI LAL MAHAMMED spoke in BenjiraH. 

SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. The English 
translation of which is given below: — 

The majority of members of this Conneil are returned by the votes- 
of the tenant class but unfortunately most of us are indifferent to their 
grievances. I, however, have always supported the interests of the 
tenants and I believe that tenancy legislation should mainly l)e directed 
to promote their interests. The present Bill has been brought in with 
the professed object of expanding the interests and rights of the raiyats,. 
to how little will it really achieve that purpose? The Bill is like a 
dead-fiea fruit, fine to look at outside but rotten inside. If it is |m«sed 
in its present shape, it will aggtuvaie the hardships and misfortunes of 
the tenant class, foster litigation and there will be large sums of money 
o& account of iwuar deposited in the courts. At present many people- 
are enjoying their holdings without opposition who have paid proper 
pne% therefor, though no nazar to their landlords. There is no eric- 
Hon for partial purchase of jofe. Indeed no old tenant can be evicted 
unless he utterly leaves his holding. The purchaser pays inimey by" 
iaetalmeBts according to cenvenience and can get his name enterail 
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4 u;eordiikgly. Tlie Undlord is content to take what he gets frcmi time 
-to time. But the present Bill puts all sorts of obstacles in thj way of 
these facilities. Every purchaser, while making out a kabala, must 
pay one>fourth of the purchase price a& juizar. Furthermore, the 
landlord has the right to institute suits anew to dx the proper price 
jmd indeed he can even resume khas possession. The tenants in Bengal 
nre uneducated and sadly in want. So, they are often driven to 
executing bonds which really cover both principal and interest and 
jomething more. Such being the case and because at present they 
•cannot sell their rights without the permission of the landlord, the 
^mahajan often has to reduce what would otherwise be an excessive 
claim. The tenants of course ought to be the real owners of lands and 
the Tenancy Bill should promote this end. But the present Bill by 
Tarious devices further restricts such right to their holdings as the 
tenants now possess. Since, the tenant is in justice the owner of his 
liolding, there can be no justification for nuzar for transferring their 
lioldings. Moreover, if a tenant sells his holding to another tenant, 
the supremacy of the landlord cannot be impaired by any means. So 
the law should frankly recognise the right of the tenant to part with 
his holding to another tenant without any obstacle and without any 
tiorar, and also without similar payment of nazar or obstacle, construct 
mosques, tanks, etc., on his holding. He should also be relieved from 
payment of excessive interest. There should also be n law that hold- 
ings less than ten bighas in areas should not be liable to sale for debts, 
as under the existing law salaries less than Rs. 20 per mensem are not 
liable to attachment. The provision for increase of rent along with an 
increase in the prices of crops should also be utterly abolished. For, 
on. increase of the prices of crops means famine or want and cannot 
■certainly be a justification for an enhancement of rent, rather it should 
be the other way. The present Bill provides for a nnzar for cutting 
4own trees. What is the justification for this? The tenants made 
iheir lands fit for cultivation after undergoing great physical hard- 
.ehips, and they planted the trees. So there can be no justification for 
nazar for cutting down these trees. There are similarly many other 
objectionable provisions in this Bill which it will take too long to point 
out. Briefly, however, it may be suggested that, leaving aside all 
intricacies, some rights should be frankly conceded to the tenants. 
As President of Raiyats* Conferences in different parts of Bengal I 
liave heard this question discussed often and on the basis of those dis- 
cussions I sent in an opinion on the previous draft Bill in this Council 
intended to subserve the interests of the raiyats. Some importaat 
•questions dealt in therewith were made the subject of a rootion in the 
last few sessions of this Council. In the last session that motion 
numbering 25 in the agenda of business was prevented from coming 
up for discussion by an exogsaive stream of oratory which was indnlgad 
in for the purpose. That' reeolution ought to be taken up at the 
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this sassion but probably it would, ba objaotad to bociMMa 
this Bill hi# already been mtroducad. We, Bafiiralis, know only 
Bengali, bat in this Council many just atatements might be objected 
to as unpailiaincntary, and hence we have to desist from making them. 
Otherwise, it would have been possible to expose what can be bidden 
behind these things. The list of members of the Select Committee is 
also calculated to create alarm, men most actiyely interested in the 
matter have not been taken in. 1'he rights of Bargadars have been 
unduly interfered with in this Bill. In Rangpur, Patiladaha Par» 
gana, etc., big landlords are taluqdars or jotdars. Special conditions 
prevail in those areas. For those areas special provisions may be 
made in the law having regard to the purposes of the Barga system. 
But where conditions are different, where ordinarily poor but respect- 
able people who cannot secure service are making a living by letting 
out their holdings on the Barga system, |uch a provision for accruing 
rights to the Bargadar cannot at oil be Iteneficial. Its effect will l>e 
extremely misr^hievous and it w'ould foster strife and litigation. Many 
lauds will lie untilled and those who u.sed to. till Barga lands, unable 
to secure lands for this purpose and unable to ffnd a living in their 
villages, will go to the hills and jungles and die untimely deaths. In 
the draft Bill previously a similar proposal for Barga holdings led to 
many holdings in the country lieing left untilled. I explained the 
aituation at that time to the Hon 'hie Member in charge and necessary 
redress was forthcoming. Otherwise, serious injury to the country 
would have ensued hut now the old policy is being reverted to. Hrie6y, 
the basis of this Bill is not the interest of the raiynts. So it is not 
proper that this Bill should be accepted and committed to a Select 
Committee. I shall explain that when I move Resolution No. 27 in 
my name. Before sitting down, let me remind the mentbers that they 
have been returned to this Council mainly by the votes of the tenants, 
because they pledged themselves to secure their convenience in various 
ways. To forget those pledges now is treachery. I.«et those who will 
be members of the Select Committee remember this specially. 

MAULVI RAdlBUDDIN TARAFDAR spoke in Bengali. The 
English translation of which is given Mow; — 

After 40 years of earnest prayer offered by the raiyats of Bengal 
l<H* the amelioration of their condition Government has at last con- 
descended to make some provision in that direction for which I am 
really ibankfuL But 1 am very sorry to say that the Bill which it is 
tuteaded will better the condition of the raiyats will really do nothing. 
Is it becoming on the part of those who govern the country to ^nd 
the tenants more and more for the advantages* of the rich f The pro- 
posed Amending Bill will, in reality, make the condition ol the 
tanants worse as the changes are inequitable and in spite of the many 
advantafat eitF^red by' lattAatdi ander the eld Aet the aniefitemit 
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will malw ilam kwdlordi enjoy more. Under tke old Aot ilie ndynte knd 
fewer edyantages, bat in the propoeed amendment the liberty ol tke 
raiyats is farther curtailed. In the proposed amendment the nndit* 
raiyats ere said to be getting more rights but the rights which they aiw 
going to obtain will be squeeeed out of the hard-earned labour ol the 
raiyats; the semindars are not aHected in the least. Under-raiyale 
bidding under the raiyats have got rights, but not so the under-raiyats 
under the semindars within the municipal area. In oonelusion 1 
entreat all the members whether Swarajists or Nationalists or Moderates 
that they should all combine to form a committee and devise means 
as to how best to benefit the raiyats. 

(Here the Hon’ble the President asked the speaker to confine him- 
self to the main principles of the Bill and not to discuss the motioti 
for referring it to a Select Committee, in the vernacular.) 

Mfi ii N. IA8MALS On a point of order. Can the President 
•peak in Bengali when he knows English? 

Mr. PRItIDENTi When I am speaking to a member who 
addresses the House in Bengali and not in English I think it would he 
better if 1 also expressed myself in Bengali as I am a Bengali. 

MailIVi EAYYED lULTAN ALIS I riso to a point of order. Is 
the Permanent Settlement under discussion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT I The Tenancy Act involves general principles. 
If the member strays too much away I will stop him. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Eaktt dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I desire only 
to offer a few remarks, a few general remarks, regarding the Bill 
under consideration. I do not propose to enter into the specific provi- 
sions of the Bill at this stage. There is absolutely no doubt that dur- 
ing the last 40 years, since the Bengal Tenancy Act was passed in 
1886, various changes have taken place in the conditions of the tenure- 
holders, the raiyats and the under-raiyats, and at the present moment 
there can be absolutely no doubt that a change in the law has become 
a matter of impending necessity. 

Sir, in looking at the Bill which aims at amending the provisions 
regarding whid changes seem to be desirable, I would respectfully 
aik the members of this House to consider very carefully as to whether 
the provisions t|pt have been made do really make such changes ai 
would esiabtieh cordiality between the landlords, the lMiiiia4ioldef«, 
the raiyats and the under-raiyate. There k absolutely so uee fat 
making a aecret of the fact that there has been a good deal of dNMrenea 
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•f to vkat shoold be the eteliis ol thoie dilmiit nhaeii of 

UmaU^ t«iure-liolderi, mtyets ead iuider*i«iyabi. The Hott'hie 
Member in eharge in the ooarte of iatrodaciafr the EtU telk m that 
ea attempt has beeo aiade to rectify some deleets ia the Jaer, aa lor 
iaetanoe, the law of traasfer of oecopaacy rmiyati holdiage* With 
regard to that matter, I would oaly say this at this stage that the teet 
that should be applied for the purpose of coasideriag as to whethef 
the proTisions that are being made in the Bill are suffieieat or at to 
whether they will really serve the purpose for which the provietoas ate 
iatroduoed. There is another matter which strikes me and it is this: 
During my experience regarding the working of the Bengal Tenaaoy 
Act as a lawyer and as a private person, I have seen that the present 
provision or rather the nlisence of any provision regarding transfer- 
ability has lieen a fruitful souiee of endless litigation between landlords 
and tenants; and if we are really anxioys to stop this litigation bet- 
ween them we must l»e prepoied to make nde<}uate provision regarding 
the right which the tenants claim on their behalf. I^ooking at the pro- 
visions of the Bill, however, it seems to me that instead of stopping 
litigations the provisions, if passed into laa', a'ill perhaps add a good 
deal to the number of litigations which we already have in the country. 
Then, Sir, with regard to the rights of tentue-holders. So far as 1 
have l)een able to glance through the provisions of the Bill it does not 
seem to me that adequate provisions have been made for the protection 
of their rights more especially of those tenure-holders who at the 
present lime are classeil as non-permanent tenure-holders. Then with 
legard to the raiyais and under-raiyats, certain provisions have been 
made no doubt. But it will be the duty of those who will be in the 
Selec’t Committee to consider very carefully as to whether those provi- 
sions are ade(]uate and sufficient and whether there has been an attempt 
at adjustment — a ( ordial adjustment made in the relationship of raiyats 
and under-raiyats. There is one thing which strikes me and that is the 
omission of a certain provision which was introduced in the last amend- 
ing Act — I mean the Act which was passed in August 1923. Section 
183 A of that Act — if I remember rightly — which aims at giving 
certain fixity of tenure to certain tenure-holders in the District of 
Bangpur with the additional proviso ♦hat in certain other dislricvs also 
if the Government thought fit those provisions would he introduced by 
notification — has been omitted from the present Bill. T do not know 
the reason why, and it seems to me that it is a striking omission. Sir, 
at ibis stage 1 will ask the hon’ble members of this House to consider 
the provisions very carefully and to see as to what can be done for the 
pui*!^ of impmi’ing the status of tenure-holders. There is anotiier 
matter which eoncerns the interest of a large majority of teniiato and 
amaM landlords and that is the prmeiple ol ooramniltion. Thai ateo 
Mfuiias vary caraful oonaideratiofi. Wktk regard te thfis rights whiah 
Ike Wbla Member in charge aairs have been given le the lai^mta— 
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righU lor wkicJi tkm hat bees s good doal ol clsdoiir «nd in regard 
to which many amendments were introduced dnring the last session of 
the Council and 1 understand various amendments are also on the* 
agenda paper in the prei^nt seasion^ — that certain rights have been pro* 
Tided for is true but at the same time certain other restrictions have 
been laid down which to my mind seems to be taking away the righta 
very considerably. There is another matter which is also of vital 
importance— vital both to the landlords and to the tenants and that ia 
the question of the enhancement of rent. Under the present law aa 
members are aware enhancement of rent can be claimed by the land* 
lords for the rise in prices of staple food-crops. That is a provision 
with regard to which there has been an insistent cry on the part of the 
tenants for its entire repeal. That is a matter again which deserves 
the consideration of the members of this House. These are generally 
the principal features with ^which the members of the Council will 
have to deal with when the Bill will be taken section by section and 
clause by clause. One thing which I would most strongly request the 
hon’ble members to consider would be this : Whatever we may do we 
must remember that we are doing it in the interests of those — to the 
real benefit of those for whom they are intended. It would not do 
merely to make certain provisions which would look very well on paper 
but in practice may l>e found to entirely frustrate the obje< t with 
which those provisions are sought to be made. Another point to which 
I would draw the attention of the Hou’ble Member in charge as well 
as those interested in the matter to remember is this : That litigation 
must be stopped as far as possible by making suitable provisions in the 
Bill and fixing the law regarding the relationship of tenants and 
landlords and that is a feature which, I am afraid, has not been (*are- 
fully considered in the present Bill now before the Council. With these 
observations 1 resume my seat. 

Maulvi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: The question before the House is 
one of utmost importance and it is one which concerns the people of 
this Province generally. It w'ill affect almost every person owning or 
occupying lauds. So, if the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
may be made in such a manner as to do good both to the tenants and 
the landlords it will do a real good to the countiy. If we fail to do 
that, the result will be that tension of feeling between landlords on the 
one side and the tenants on the other already existing will be more acute 
and will do incalculable harm and for a very long time. As almost all 
the hon^ble members are anxious to discuss it and as I have got a very 
limited time at my disposal, I will only touch a few points of the Bill. 
The first point that 1 will take up is the status of the occupancy raiyaia 
and then the queetion of transferability, enhancement of rent and a 
few other points. Oocupi^y raiyats, as far as I understand, are penone 
who have brought lands under cultivation, of course in some cases with 
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ikit MtsiuiiM laadlords. Bat thfy mtm tlw imiaiify iktnoot wlu^ 
bivttfirlit 1»]^ under eoltivitioii* Bat the law, u it ttaads at fuoaent,* 
does not allil# tbe oocnpancy raiyat to sell the lands of his findings* 
Bat althougii it is not allowed by law under certain rulings and omdar 
certain customs lands have already been sold. For instance, if an 
occupancy raiyat sells a portion of his holding the landlord has nw 
right to eject him. If a raiyat after selling his holding takes a sub- 
lease in that case also the landlord has no right to eject him. Taking 
advantage of these rulings of the Hon’ble High Court lands 
are already transferred. But the prac^tical result is that there is a 
restriction of selling his entire holding to a person in which case tho 
landlord is entitled to eject the purc'haser and the difficulty is that the- 
tenant at the time of selling his holding does not g<‘t proper price. The 
Bill has niade suffu ient provision for transfer of cwcupancy holdings 
hut in making that some pixjvision has l>een added which to me seems 
to be more anomalous and is likely to create more diffi<‘ulties in the way 
of transfer and possession of lands by the purt'haser as well as tha 
cK'cupancy raiyat and that is this. The first t^mditicm is that as soon 
as a tenant sells his pn)perty he will have to pay a premium of 26 per 
cent, of the consideration money t<i the landloid. At the sainetime the 
landlord has got another option. He may accept that money but if ha 
be unwilling to accept it he has the option of enforcing his right of 
pre-emption. 

As far as I can understand the right of pre-emption by the landlord 
should \w alw)lished Wause that will give a strong handle to the land- 
lord to make more lands kliag as soon as transfer takes place. Some 
of my friends have remarked in this connection that the landlord's 
money has been hoaixled. I do not go so far. My point of view is that 
the landlord is in a better pecuniary position to exercise the right of 
pre-emption and by that process of law in the course of time the land- 
lord will be able to take in khas possession almost all the lands. And 
what will necessarily happen? The landlord will let out the lands at 
a considerably higher rent, Conse^juently instead of giving soma 
advantage to the tenant, who is now occupying the land, his position 
will be made more difficult, because under the existing law the tenant 
gets the land under certain conditions and he is protected from eject- 
ment, but under the law as proposed in the Bill, as soon as the landlord 
gets the right of pre-emption, he will take the land in khas. That is a 
position to which I take exception and it should be done away with. 

Next, the premium of 25 per cent, will be too high. Some of my 
friends have suggested 2 per cent and 26 has been suggested in the Bilt 
I think 10 per cent. 

Mr. l^lliilOiNTl That is a matter of detail. You ehould sot gcr 
into these detaiia. 
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MMlIvi tAYYEP ttlLTAN Akis Tliese tm my genantl abaenrt* 
tiojif regarding the provisioxis of ihe Bill and my suggestion is that 10 
per eent. should be quite sufficient for the landlord. The landlord will 
get the rent as usual, the enhancement of rent will continue as before, 
at the same time he will get 10 per cent, as premium. If we go back 
a little to the period before the Permanent Settlement, what do we find? 
Then the landlords were given 10 per cent, exclusive of collection chaige 
for their appropriation and the rest used to be paid to Government. So 
10 per cent, is not in any way insufficient. 

There is another thing. So far as the occupancy rights are concern- 
ed, there are provisions in the present Act as well as in the Bill for 
enhancing the rent. Rents are enhanced on these grounds — firsthy^ for 
rise in the prices of the staple food-<Top; secondly, for the prevailing 
higher rent in the neighbouring areas; and thirdly, for the improve- 
ments made by the landlord. First of all my suggestion regarding 
improvements by landlords is that no landlord should l>e entitled to 
Any enhancement on the ground of improvement unless and until the 
improvement is registered. I am a mufassal pleader pi-actising for 
upwards of 20 years and 1 have seen that although no improvement 
has been made by the landlord, the landlord being in a favourable 
position to create papers and procure witnesses obtains decrees against 
the helpless tenants. If the landlord makes any improvement in the 
land, the benefit of which is derived by the tenant, let the landlord get 
this improvement registered in the Civil Court. In that case no in- 
justice may be done by the landlord to the tenant. Another point which 
I like to discuKK is that enhancements on all these gi-ounds may be made 
simultaneously under the present law as well as under the proposed Bill. 
In many cases simply on the ground of rise in the price of staple food- 
•orop, the landlord has been awarded an increase from 10 pies to 8 annas 
per rupee. In addition to this if u tenant has to bear an enhancement 
of rent on account of landlord's improvement and on account of higher 
rent pi'evailing in neighbouring lands, the enhancement sometimes 
becomes 0101*6 than double. So there ought to be a provision in the 
Bill whereby on no account there shall be an enhancement of more than 
two annas per rupee at a time. There is another difficulty with regard 
t;o the present system of enhancement. The law says that if the Court 
thinks that an enhancement granted to a landlord at a time would 
cause hardship to the tenant, the Court may make it gradual, but this 
discretion is very seldom exercised by the Courts in favour of the 
tenants. In that section instead of giving the Court discretion by the 
word “may*" I think the word “shall** should be substituted. 

Ufa ^milDINTl You are again going into details. I cannot 
allow that. 

Maatvi MYYiO tllkTAN AUt Very well, Sir. fhmw ss anodker 
difficulty. Neither in the present law nor in the propoaed Sdl there i$ 
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esheiieed <1®^% of tib® Jwid deteriorAtee. Iliere » aa dear 

proTisiini elect. There ought to be a provinon like that, Thea 

I paae oa 11 the poeition of ttnder>raiyate. The coaslderatioa of the 
positioa of uader^iuiyats has become a cryiag aeceaeity at the preeeat 
time. Hie riiyats of our province now-a-days — many of them at 
leaet — have loet their lands and become under-raiyats and some of them 
have taken the position of middlemen ; and the number of under-raiyati 
has become so large at present that I have been considering for about 
last 10 years to give them certain rights— the right of occupancy. Of 
course, in Settlement prodeedings in many places such rights have been 
given to under>raiyats according to the customs prevailing in those 
places, but there should be clear provisions to this effect in the Bill. 
One thing which strikes me and to which I take exceptitlh is this — the 
present Bill says that although under-raiytrfs will have a right of occu- 
pancy, they will get no protection from the operation of set'tion 167 of 
the present Bengal Tenancy Act. If the under-raiyats are given the 
status of occupancy raiyats, they must get such a protection ; otherwise 
it becomes meaningless. So my suggestion is that protec'tion from the 
operation of section 167 of the Bengal Tenancy Act should be given to 
the under-raiyats ; but it might be said what will happen to a purchaser 
if the raiyat taking premium lets out the land at a low rate of rent. 
In that case my suggestion is this that if the under-raiyat on the 
extinction of the raiyat's interests pays a fair and equitable rent to the 
purchaser, no body suffers any loss. At the same time the rights of the 
under-raiyats will be safeguarded. 

Baby AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I was inclined to give my ideas 
about some of the provisions regarding the status of under-raiyats, but 
I have later decided advisedly not to speak now. If the Bill is thrown 
out, it is no good discussing it and if on the other hand the Bill is refer- 
red to a Sele<*t Committee, we shall have ample opportunity, and that 
will be the proper time, for discussing these provisions. For this 
reason I abstain myself from discussing them. 

Mr. MANBUBUL HUQs We have met here to discuss the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill which is of vital importance for adequately 
safeguarding the interests of the poor tenants. When the Permanent 
Settlement came into existence in this land, at that time the country 
was in a chaotic condition and the Settlement took place between the 
power which was then in existence and the samindani, and the poor 
dumb millione— could not send their representatives and 
whatever decision was arrived at it was an ea ^parte decision — ^the inter- 
ests of the poor raiyats being totally thrown to the background. Ko- 
body was there to safeguard the interelts of the poor raiyali. SMdi is 
the hlitory under which the Permanent Settlement came into being 

ff 
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law or a^aactmoiii^ to^| of ^ 

lojp^atativei co^s^ieooip tbfic absence itom 
tjobi^ in tb^ Cponcil Cbamber. Tb^oloi^ |fter fofr 4aca^, l%Wari* 
inj under v^y disadviui^ges a^4 ^be p^wr tiklcpyr^ 

ibMr reprpteniatii'fefl in this Council ptiaml^r ,l^3e b yl riqff fo^W||d 
^ gulden opportunity for baring their grievances redrfmd, afd it % 
fdr ^8 to see that their interests are ade<]|pately and properj[y safeguaf^* 
ed in the new amending Bill. Whateyer improyement ufo suggest Ipf 
the betterment of the poor rpiyats that is naturally looked upon wit4 
some amount of siwpicion by the «amin4ar8 as it is an invfsipn upoa 
their vested interests. The^fore, we thp representatives pf tl^ ppoplp 
in this Council Chamber should first of aH look to the interests of tbo 
rai^ats because they outnumber fhe samindars, whose number may bp 
counted on fingers’ ends. We mpst looh to the interests of the raiyats 
on this principle — the greatest good to the greatest number. Therer 
fore, Sir, now that an opportunity has presented itself we sho^cf utilise 
it for seeing that the many disabilities under the raiyats arp 

labouring should be removed and adeqppte provision made in the Bill 
for this purpose. These are afl the observations that I should like to 
mpke at the present moment. 

•If. f»RIilDINTf I think the general provisions of the Bill have 
been suflciently discussed. I now call upon the movers of the amend- 
ments, who want the Bill to be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion, to speak 

I now call upon Shah Syed Emdadul Haq to move his motion. 

•HAH SYiD IHDADUL HAQ moved by way of amendment that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of elicrting opinion thereon by 
the Ibth January, 1926. 

He spoke in il^ngali. Thp English translation of which is given 
bebw: — 

I havp pointed out some of the faulie of the Tenancy Apt Ainend- 
ment Bill which though it purports tp impyoye the position of tl^e 
tenure-holding raiyats is not really calculated to benefit them. The 
djpls with a subject in which almost all in^ B^l^gpl ^vp an 
ipt^rpsty and as such it ought to have bepn releired to fhe ^ect Com- 
ipittpe after consulting the constituents. As we Imve seen, evpn mj 
Bill relating ip the Muhammadan marriage registratmn, which was a^ 
inaigumeant affair in comparpion with the present Bill^^ was no^ 
rpi^rred to a Select Committee, but reserved for reference to p special 
copsmittep ip consequence of opinions oppressed op it. 

It uoi^t bp said by Qovemmeut that a gfeat dfeal o| ppipiep witit 
rteniril tp the was received when it wps being dj^tpd hy qomz 
ipati^ I adatit it. I^apyaelf seat a sepacate oidniaa na it had 
iptppi^npd in reply to a question to the Gevepnuenft laephHr th^ 
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are not id||pc&l in content and opinion waa expram on it aimply aa 
a dr^ft i|i|^|||»iiMrf^n, wiAopt any.lbougiil tto Ae aaili ira fiuig 
to be ijitrt4fic^ i^i ^ CoiiiieiL When it has bean bmigbi bafo^ 
tbe CcmiimuIj Jipeciai opinion with lei^d to it aboiild bate been lalceii. 
It may be furtber urged by Oovemmont that tbe Seleet CommiHee will 
conault tbe opiniopa already peoeived. But tbe old draft baa not been 
retained; nEiarjwver, freab opinion might be expected in oonaequenoe 
of Icmger ac(|uaiutanee with tbe problem. Wbat ia tbe object of aw^ 
precipitancy? GoTernment may easily get it paaaed in next Februai^ 
or March if they want to do ao. 

1 baTO heard a gentleman coming from the same class from whiidi 
I come, express tbe opinion that this Bill safeguards tbe interests of 
tbe landlords and it being now ika golden opportunity for passing taws 
advantageous to tbe landlords, no time dmuld be lost in getting the 
Bill passed and that my motion was improper. Public opinion wants 
that tbe Bill sbould be circulated for opinion and I am bound to 
express tbe truth about it, although tbe majority of tbe members are 
against such a proposal. 

Further, the personnel of tbe Select Committee is also a matter 
for consideration; as we find that tbe agriculturists are very iusuffi<» 
oiently represented on it. This topic may appear to be irrelevant in 
this connection, though it ia not really so, but 1 shall deal at large 
with it, when tbe subject comes up for discussion. 

In conclusion, I submit that tbe foundation of tbe Bill is weak and 
as such no hope of permanent benefit can be built up on it and it 
ought not to be referred to the Select Committee. 

BMni AMMLYA DHQMB ADQYs I beg to move by way of amendr 
ment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon within one month of tbe pu'^sing of this motion in 
Council. 

It appears from tbe speech delivered by tbe previous speaker, B|iab 
Syed Emdadul Haq, that he also is in favour of the Bill beiufr circu- 
lated to tbe fiublic for eliciting public opinion, but there is this 
difference between bis motion and that of mine— that whereas he wants 
to have tbe opinion of tbe public by the Ibtb January next, I ask for 
that opinion within one month from this date, namely, by the 3rd 
January next. There is another difference between bit motion and 
that of mine. He opposes tbe ref«?3W^ of ^i^ tg a 
mittee while I, on tbe contrary, support it. My (^ject, Sir, is to be 
favoured with pidblic opiniott on this matter before tbi BiB'fs tiben 
into consideration by the Select 

MVk ffHIMIliiFt To« m moving an amaadmout wbud^ 4# agaml 

tbe motimi of referring tbe Bill to a Select Committee. 

fix 
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MkH AMIILYA OMONI AMYl I am moTiiig it m a ridar. 

Mr. PAItIDf NTl Then I nm afraid you are out of order. 

Mbu AMULYA DHONi ADOYS If that be the ease I wai more 
my amendment as it ia. Sir, I have gone through the prormions of 
the Bill and I have heard the speeches delivered by some members of 
the Council. It appears that some are of opinion that the tenants will 
not be benefited hy this Bill, while others are reported to have said 
that the landlords will not be benefited thereby. My humble submis- 
sion is that if we are to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act we must have 
such a Bill the provisions of which should benefit not only the tenants 
but the landlords as well. 1 agree with some members of the Council 
who are advocates of the poor raiyats and think that they should be 
allowed to excavate tanks and erect buildings in their holdings even 
without the permission of their landlords. At the same time I am 
strongly of opinion that the t^ants should not be allowed to take undue 
advantage of the landlords. The landlords should be allowed to 
charge a fair and equitable rent on their tenants for the occupation of 
their holdings. Ilhat is the reason why 1 beg to submit that we should 
in this matter be guided by public opinion. 

Sir, it has been said that Government have decided that this Bill 
will be taken into consideration in the February session of the Council. 
I beg to submit that if my suggestion is accepted it will not stand in 
the way of Government’s doing so, because we can then have the 
opinion within one month from now, and after that it may be referred 
to a Select Committee. It has been said that in the year 192*3 a very 
large body of opinion was asked for and collected and it was taken 
into consideration by a Special Committee referred to in the Statement 
of Objects and Keasous. It has also l>een admitted by the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Bill that some modifications have been made 
in the present Bill since then. I beg to submit that these modifications 
are material and that is why I am strongly of opinion that the Bill 
should be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. With these 
remarks I beg to move the amendment which stands to my name. 

The following motion standing in the name of Babu Satya Eishore 
Banerjee was called but not moved : — 

” That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon before the next session of the Bengal Legislative 
Council 

Mauivi TAYBBUDDIN AHMCDl May I be allowed to apeak, Sir? 

Mr. BIliilDBNTl I think you have already spoken once before. 

Mauivi TAYBBUDDIN AHMBDl I do not want to make a general 
speech but as an amendment has been moved, I am goifig te of^poae 
W. ^ ' 
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Mr. l^|itOiNTt In tliftt caifea yon ^ tlio 

gmmtil plltiaio^ of the Bill. 1 should draw your ottenticm to whftt 
1 raid pN^tuly ^at those raemhers who wished to speak on the 
araeadineiite as well as on the general proTisions of the Bill should have 
reserved their speeches till the amendments are called. Yon cannot 
be allowed to make two speeches on one debate. 

Kimi BtfMMliir MAULVI ABOUt SALAMi I oppose the motion of 
my friend, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, in which he asks that the Bill 
be circulated for eliciting public opinion. Sir, this Bill has been 
hanging fire for the last three or four years and it was once referred 
to a Select Committee in a previous session of the Council and the 
Select Committee amended the Bill and it was published but no action 
was taken by Government. Since then the members of this House 
have again and again asked Goveniment* for the introduction of this 
Bill and also why it was being shelved, and now that the Bill has been 
introduced in the Council the same plea has been taken that the Bill 
should l)e republished and circulated among the public for their opinion. 
If this be done the result will be that the Bill will be moving in a vicious 
circle. The public would suggest some change in the Bill and the 
Select Committee would also effect some changes, and when it was ready 
for discussion some members would perhaps get up in their seats and ask 
for fresh opinion of the public! So that there would be no finality and 
the thing would go on for another lifetime of the Council. Therefore, 
I most strongly opjwse the motion for circulation in order to elicit public 
opinion. 

Mauivi EKRAMULHUQ: Is it your ruling that those members who 
have once spoken on the general provisions of the Bill should not be 
allowed to speak on the amendments thereto, although the amendments 
are quite separate things P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is like this: I pointed out to the hon^ble 
members before I called upon the Ilou’ble the Maharaja to move his 
substantive motion that the members who wanted to speak on the general 
provisions of the Bill as well as on the aiuendmenls — I referre<l to the 
amendments now under discussion— should reserve their speeches till 
the amendments were called. After hearing that from me I do not 
think a member who has spoken already on the general principles of 
the Bill should claim to have a double heoring of the House. 

MaiRvi EKRAMUL HUQs May I point out to you, Sir, that I did 
not request you to direct me to speak on the general discussion of ibe 
Bill, but you hove done so on your own accord, 1 do not think it will 
be fair to stop me from speaking on such an important amendment. 

Mr* PRiitDENTS 1 am afraid I cannot allow yon to speak agaiit 
on this motion. 
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ametidmeiiti af Bftlm Amnlyfi Dliboi^ Ad% and Shall Sjrbd Eydhdtd 
Eaq, lor tlie circulation of this Bill in to blicit puhllo o|illiioh 
theroouF Wo have been told that tho Bill has boon ot^ twa ^iu*s 
before the public: we hare also been told that the Bill his already 
been circulated for public opinion in Bengal, and that thiie j^niblic 
opinions are with the Government. The time has now come for dehnite 
action. There is an outciy all round Bengal for doing something real 
for the welfare of the tenants. To cast this matter back once more to 
the public will only be another way of deferring matters. 
Some have said that the tenants have not really been beheftted; while 
others have said that the landlords have not been benefited ; but all this 
I think cat! be very adequately decided in the committee that will be 
formed. These are matters which do not really justify the circulation 
of the Bill for public bpinion; on the contrary, they are such as can 
very properly be decided in the committee stage. I, therefore, with 
the greatest emphasis say that while every body has been crying out 
for something to be done for the tenants we should not endeavour to 
postpone matters to another session. I hold that action, immediate 
action, should be taken in the matter. 

The Hon'blc Mtharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Baiiadur 
8t NadUi The discussion on this subject has been interesting and fruit- 
ful of suggestions in proportion to the importance of the subject, hut 
neressarily very diverse on account of its controversial nature. Some 
members have contended that the present proposals will lead to litiga- 
tion. If they merit this reproach, then it will be for the members of 
the Select Committee and for the Council to remove it. I cannot help, 
however, drawing attention to the three main principles which however 
have been kej)t in view and in which the Select Committee has striven 
to prevent this. First and foremost, the main principle regarding 
“ transferability has been adopted with a view to avoiding the large 
mass of litigation — direct and indirect — there is already on the subject. 
Second, the word ** custom that fruitful source of litigation, has 
been removed as far as possible from the Act, And thirdly, the pro- 
posals in the Bill preserve one cardinal principle of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, that a tenant should not be worried by the multiplicity of suits by 
different co-sharers or joint landlords. So, I do not think that there 
ii very great fear of increasing litigation ; if there is, I suggest that 
it is for the Select Committee to try and remove it, as far as possible. 
Goi erament rely very much on this Council for a proper solution of 
this problem, and therefore it is up to this Council to improve on the 
proposals. I would repeat that we have made an honest attempt to 
solve the problems. 

Now, amendments have been moved by my friends, Shah Syed 
Bvadadul Haq and Babii Amulya Dhone Addy, for eirculatton of the 
Bill lor eliciting public opinion. My answer to the amendments is 
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' BiB is stilisiaiitii^y ilitl 

UtM is i|ire<kt ibiss i>f public opinion nlready colkoiid on dm« 
Ibittoo^s tP iUid kors is ibis foHnidible ibiaSiMtbe Honltlo MsHnb^ 
exhibited the Tolume). They si'e beiHg put in order for the use of 
the Select Oommittee who will receive — 

(/) copies of the Committtee^s report and the Billt 

(B) oopidi of ^e printed f^tnions on ii{ hhd 

copies of brond'sbeeti contsininf^ the Oovetnment Bill, <diyih 
by dense, the correspond tnfr clause of the CominiHee^S BiU 
and the opinions thereon. 

We hare, however, had more than enouirii of writinfr on the subject, 
and the time has now come for a roniuhtable discussion by a Select Com- 
mittee of this Council. All this I, however, made absolutely clear 
in my opening spe(H*h. I therefore oppose these amendments. 

Mr. PREtlOENTs The question beforo the House is that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1925, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of Sir Provash Chuiider Mitter, Raja Manmatha Nath 
Ray ChaudJmri of Santosh, Nawub Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chau- 
dhuri, Khun Bahadur, Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Chaudhuri Bahadur, 
Maulvi Rajib Uddin Tarafdar. Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti, 
Maiilvi Busur Muhammad, Maulvi Asitnuddin Ahamad, Mr. J. M. Sen 
Gupta, Mr. Nirmal ('bunder (thunder, Babu Akbil Chandra Datta, Rai 
Hareudranath Chaudhuri, Mr. W. L. Travers, Maulvi A, K. Fajtl- 
ul Huq, Mr. M. C. McAlpin, Mr. H. C. Liddell, Khan Bahadur 
M. A. Momen, Mr. W. S. Hopkyns and the Hon’ble Maharaja Baha- 
dur of Nadia, with instructions to submit their report in time for its 
consideration in Council in the February session of the Bengal I^egis- 
lative Council, and that the number of members whose presence shall 
be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

To this, the following amendment has beCn moved, namely:-— 

That the Bill he circulated for the purjiose of eliciting opinion there- 
on by the 15th January, 1926. 

The question I have to put is that that amendment he made. 

On declaring that the ayes ** bad it, Shah Syed Emdadul Haq 
asked for a division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the hon’ble members, Who have qlahned 
a division against my direction, kindly rise in their places? 

The Secretary will please take down the names of the members who 
are opposed to the motion. 

* Shah Syed Emdadul Haq only rose. 

Hie usoliBii was declared to be lost. 
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Mr. FRitlOENTs I will now take op tke next part of the cffigmal 
motion. I ought to point ont that the motion of Babu Amnlya Phone 
A4dy being almost identical with the motion just disposed of, that 
motion will be deemed io be withdrawn. 

Maulvi iKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to a point of order. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS I would refer you to Standing Orders Nos. 82 
and 38. Standing Order 32 says that a motion must not raise a question 
substantially identical with the one on which the Council has griven a 
decision in the same session. Order 33 says that where substantially 
identical motions stand in the names of two or more meinD^rs, the 
President shall decide whose motion shall be moved, and the other 
motions shall thereupon be deemed to be withdrawn. Before you ques- 
tion any ruling of the President, it is only fair at least to the President, 
that you should yourself study the rules. I now take up the next part 
of the question, namely', the personnel of the Select Committee. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQl I beg to move that in the motion of the 
Hon^ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar. 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq. 

Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed. 

Maulvi Ekramul Huq. 

Sir, when I looked into the original motion moved by the Hon’ble 
Member for Government I was disposed to congratulate my Swarajist 
friends for being the most successful wooers, for I could immediately 
guess that they have been able to catch the eye of the Hon’ble Member 
to such an extent that they were able to put in as many persons of their 
party as they liked. It might also be, Sir, that the Hon’ble Member 
himself wanted the Swarajist sympathy in pushing the amended Act 
through the Council for being himself a representative of the zemindars 
and one of the biggest landlords himself, it was to his interest to secure as 
much benefit to his class as possible. 

Rll HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS I rise to a point of order. 
Is Maulvi Ekramul Huq entitled to make such reflections on the Hon'ble 
Member in charge his personal position and status as a zemindar P 

Mr, PRESIDENTS I did not hear to what Maulvi Ekramul Huq 
said. But if he did say an>ihing objectionable, I think, the Maharaja 
Bahadur himself would have taken objection. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQs The Select Committee which is proposed 
by Government consist of the biggest zemindars and landlords of the 
province and it is to their interest that the Tenancy Bill aa pla^ 
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before tjie Co||^il be peseed iato kw. It beaefite tbeia to ^e gi^teit 
exteat. Tbie^Pill that the Gov^moeat has broaght before this Ooaacil 
aiais to ky thf l^^ *t the root of the prosperity of the tenaat0 of thtit 
proviace. Beiides, Sir Provash Chuader Mitteri Raja Manaiatha Natih 
Ray Ohaudhurii Hawab Bahadur Saiyid Xawab Ali Chaudhuri aad Rai 
Satyeadra Nath Roy Chaudhuri Bahadur there are others who beloag' 
to the semiadar class. Was it aot right for Govemmeat, if they had 
the least grain of oommoasense, to see that the rejpresentatives of thw 
people were also represented in the Select Committee? Regarding the 
Muhammadan members Maulvi Rajib Uddin Tarafdar» Maulvi Basar 
Muhammad aad Maulvi Asimuddia Ahmad, I have nothing to say; but 
was it not the duty of the Hon’ble Member to see that the other mem> 
bers of this Council who have taken continued interest in the framing 
of a law for the tenantry since the formation of the First Reformed* 
Council were represented in the Select Committee? I do not understand 
what made the Hon’ble Member to keep them out. Was it because 
he was asked to do sO by some party or some semindars?' I understand* 
that he did consult the leaders of a particular party. I am afraid, Sir, 
this was a thing which the Member for Government ought to have re- 
frained from doing and particularly when the (fovernnient is out to do* 
good to the people in general why should the Hon'ble Member for 
Government go to the Swaraj party alone for opinion and why should 
he take the greatest possible pain to insert their names only. Is it not 
a known fact that it was at the instance of the Swarajists that he very 
unwisely had to put off this Hill? He himself admitted before! somr 
of the members that the Swarajya leaders and he were of opinion that 
it was not the opportune ffnie to bring in the Bill and so the Bill waa 
not brought before the Council though I and other members p<u‘sistently 
prayed for it. 

We, members of the Council, even of the first Reformed Council^ 
insisted that Government should immediately bring in a Tenancy 
Amendment Bill. Government did not listen to us then. The present 
Council was begun more than two years ago and since then we have bean 
persistently asking Goveniment to bring in an amending measure. The 
Hon’ble Member ought to have done it before. Did he not know that 
by delaying the measure, he was allowing sufficient time to the land- 
lords to try to take all the advantages over the tenants and to make 
the amendments a nullity ? He did know' it but he was sleeping over 
the matter which was of vital interest to the masses. It was a very 
reprehensible act when the people at large depend on Government for 
protection. Government should not allow themselves to lie so pliabk 
as to keep away a beneficial measure from operation. They should 
remember that that does not create confidence in the minds of the peopk 
who would think that Goveniment even though they had the power i(r 
do good to them, had not the courage to introduce a Bill at the proper 
time hecauae they were too weak-kneed. 
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iMfH tmt in the OominflteS who cohld ventilite i^e i^#s of 
ilyf ®Hii if they #ere aid; told so they of their own icoord oaght to 
live hfoight in the right persons. The Hon’ble Member hms dhosen 
'Ipeiiohs lor the committee who do iot khoW English. 

fUTf PEiilOiNTs Mr. Hnq^ yon are not moving an amendment for 
'the ontission of certain names fi'om the personnel of the Beiect €om- 
mittne. In that case I do not think it is prof^r for yon to tefer to any 
'individnal member of the proposed committee who do hot know Engliidi. 

Maiitvt ikiiAiiiui migt Sir, my submission is this : The Tenancy 
Act mil be enacted in the English language and the members who will 
^consider the Bill should jmow the language. I do not mean any 
:ronection to any member. I do not object to this man or that man. 
All 1 want to say is that there should be right persons in the committee 
vrho would know the import of English words and would at the same 
lime represent the cause of the tenantry. 

Sir, are we to understand that this Government is not a Government 
tfor the people! Are we to understand that this reform is nothing but 
M sham and that the Viceroy . 

Mr. PRfeSIDEMTl Mr. Huq, you need not bring in these larger 
Issues* Please confine yourself to your amendment. 

hliHlvlfeKRAMULHUQ: I submit that it is high time that Govern- 
ident should know that Government ought to be for the people and not 
lor any particular class. Sir, I have suggested a few names. I do not 
»aay that these particular persons you ought to take. Take anyone who 
<5buld properly represent the tenants. All I say is that there should have 
*bl‘en In the committee men who would represent the views of the tenan- 
iry. The Hon’ble Member’» action was quite reprehefisible in this 
matter. He has been in the Council and he knows what people are 
laking interest in the tenants' cause. And yet he has managed to keep 
ihe tenants* representatives out. This action will be misunderstood by 
ibe people and they will think that Government are in league with 
pereons who do not want to give the tenants their rights. That is a 
imeition which Government should always refrain from occupying. 
’CNoveriiment should always let the people know that Government existed 
far them and them only. You have so far given the people to under- 
<itmfid that you exist for a particular class. But if you want to pre- 
HUrve yodr name, if you want to preserve your fame for justice and fair 
4#lldiiig you must make it known that you do not favour a particuUr 
llate. It is necessary . for your safety and the safety of my country. 
Miir, I only hope that the Hon’ble Member in charge woul4 sm his way 
to ^ke in more persons in the commHiai who Irohld replilaeat &e interest 
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cMtnif^ 1^11 he ^kVilldy. I snbteft. Sit, ihei in ^ 
it« oiiglii; to kl^ ittiule a proper selection. In the second place^ t #Hild 
poikt 4>dt ikai Seieot Ooininittee on tbe Howrah Brid|r^ whkSi hid 
intlirM oily fcii* a Section of the community, consisted of 35 pehMins. 
8a it is ho uSe Siyihg that the Hon’ble Member would not ta&S any 
more persbns in the Committee. The Select Committee is toiimed with 
a view to elicit the opinion of the members, who have knowiedfe and 
represent the views of the people affected. tf that be the view then 
t submit that a few more persons should be taken in this committee in 
which there is absolutely no one to represent tbe views of tbe tenantry. 
If the Hon*ble Member has committed one mistake, I think he should 
refrain from committing another. But I am afraid he is adamant. It 
may be' in the interest of Government as now exist and it may be in the 
interest of a particular party to keep out certain persons. I l)eg to point 
out that the first name in my amendment is that of Babu Hemanta 
Kumar Sarkar who belongs to a party to which I do not belong. He is 
a gentlemen who has been returned from Nadia and the Hon *ble 
Maharaja Bahadur knows that he defeated a most influential semiiidar 
of the district. So it is fact that the tenantry' of that place did not 
want the zemindar to represent them. He is u person who can really be 
thought to represent the views of the tenants. As I have said he 
belongs to the opposite camp hut he represents the tenants. The next 
name is that of Shah Syed Enuiadul Haq who although he is a zemindar 
himself takes a great interest in the affairs of the tenants and he has 
moved resolutions in this House suggesting remedial measures to allevi- 
ate the lot of tenants. The next name is that of Moulvi Zannoor 
Ahmed and the last name is that of mine but alwut myself I would 
say nothing except one word, 

[Here the member reached his time-limit but he was allowed by the 

Hon’ble the President to proceed.] 

# 

It may be urged that I was in the Revenue Standing Committee but 
I resigned from there. Tea, I served in the Land Revenue Committee 
for five years and I resigned when I saw that Qovemmeut was 
not willing at that time to introduce the Tenancy Amendment Bill. 

1 resigned as a protest and I said so in my letter, thereby drawing the 
attention of Government, that they were acting most unfairly and un- 
justly towards the tenantry of Bengal and through bad Council they were 
playing into the hands of the enemies of my countr>'. 

Mr. PRISittfcNtt Amendment standing in the name of Shah 
Byed Emdadul Haq. 

With respect to amendments proposing new names for the Select 
Committee I have mled that such amendments are liable to be ruled 
out unless the consent of the members proposed had previeuaiy been 
obtained and an intimation to that effect bad Imeu sent to the Setitetary 
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to ihe Gotmcil* ThU ntling was brougiit to tiie notice of the membexo 
by the Secretary to the Council and I find that in tibia particular caaot 
Sbab Sabib, you have not compiled with the ruling and \ tiM^ore 
take it that you have not secured the {Nrevious consent of the members 
whom you propose for the Select Committee. [Pause.] 1 therefore 
consider that this is a frivolous amendment and I rule it out of order. 
The following amendments were then ruled out of order; — 

•HAH SYEO EMOAOUL HAQ to move that in the motion of 
Hon^ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

** Maulvi Ekrainul Huq, 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq.^* 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI, Babu NACENDRA NARAYAM 
RAY aiKl Maulvi AFTAB H088AIN dOARDAR to move that in 
the motion of Hoii’ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. 
Hopkyns, the following be inserted, namely: — 

** Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar.’* 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA OATTA to move that in the motion of 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following he inserted, namely : — 

** Shah Syed Emdadul Haq.” 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY and Maulvi ABDUL 
QUADER to move that in the motion of Hon’hle Maharaja Bahadur, 
of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

** Maulvi Zonnoor Ahmed.” 

Rai Bahib PANCHANAN BARMA to move that in the motion of 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur, of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

“ Maulvi Ekramul Huq.” 

Babu ABANIBH CHANDRA RAY to move that in the motion of 
Hon’hle Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

” Maulvi Wahed Hossain, 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar.” 

The following amendment was called but not moved : — 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA to move that in the motion 
of the Hou’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. l^pkyns, 
the following be inserted, namely: — 

Mr. Byomkea Chakravarti, 

Maulvi Wahed Hoasain* 
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Mfi MiEt Witli regard to yow roliiog I 

sabinit one I .«|n. not going to move my omond* 

meat bnt witl^isegard to your ruling, you nill po^on my saying so— 
it is not absoltlily correct to say that the Secretary has written to us 
saying that your order must be complied with and that a notice of 
consent should be sent to the Secretary; I have got the letter with me 
here and it says that my amendment is liable to be ruled out unless 
1 had obtained permission of the members whose names I propose. 
The letter does not intimate to me that this fact should also be com- 
municated to the Secretary, 

Mr. PREilDEHTs I am sorry there has been a misunderstand- 
ing; hut whether you have infonned the Secretary is not really the 
point. The real point is whether you have obtained the written con- 
sent of the members. In case you have got that consent F am prepared 
to allow you to move your amendment. 

Mr. BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: 1 do not want to move my amendment 
but with regard to your ruling it may be that some of those who have 
tabled their amendments could have moved them if this fact were 
known. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think I have made the position quite clear 
now. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I move that in the motion of the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. HopkynH the following Ik* 
inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Wahed Hossain, 

Sir, with regard to your ruling as to the previous consent of mem- 
bers. I may say that I have already received Maulyi Wahed Hossain’ s 
consent to serve on this committee and therefore I have great pleasure 
in moving my amendment. In Maulvi Wahed Hossain we have a 
gentleman who can fully represent the vmws of the tenants and in 
whose hands their rights will be amply safeguarded. 

The following amendment was called but not moved : — 

Mr. MAHBUBUL HUQ: That in item No. 7, after Mr. W. S. 
Hopkyns, the following be inserted, namely:— 

Babu Abanish Chandra Ray, 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

Maulvi Wahed Hossain, 

Dr, H. W. B. Moreno, 

Mr. M. Baud, 

Mr. Mabbubul Huq. 
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MmM IM. AiDUk 4IMMR pAHkOWA|l to mfilve iJkft 
tl^ suHtioii of tho Hoii^blc 'MaluiTajB Baksdur of Nadia alt^r |tr. W. 
®>pkyiif, the following^ be inserted, namely : — 

Baku Bemanta l^umar Sarkar, 

Mr. E. 0. Ray Ckaudimri, 

Maulyi Md. Abdnl Jubbar Pahlowan. 

The following amendments were called but not moved : — 

Mmi deClMDRA GMANMBA GMAKRAVAIIfl to move that hi 
tlm molrion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia aftmr Mr. W. S. 
Hopkyna, the following be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

Mr. D. N. Roy, 

Maulvi Kinder Baksh. 

Maiilvi WANED HOMAIN to move that in the motion of th# 
Hcm’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

j 

Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, 

Dr. H. W. B. Moreno. 

Bhbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, may 1 move the motioii 
the name of Maulvi W^hed Hossainf 

lirt RNEf IDENTf No, yo^ cannot. 

Thp following un^ndments were called but not moved :-Tr* 

Mhu IBMY NlltANNA iME to move that in the motion of 
the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. S. Hoidcyiis, 
the following be inserted, namely 

Maulvi Ekramul Hu<|, 

Babu Jogendra Nath Mitra. 

Mr. N. t. tUHRAWARDY to move that in the motion ol the 
Hon’hle Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, after Mr. W. B. the 

following be inserted, namely ; — 

Mr. Byomkes Ghakravarti. 

Mr. N. C. Sen, /; 

Dr. A Suhrawardy, 
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Equable Mili^a BuMni' td lladb, after Mr. W.. Ik Mofkym, ikk 
foHawiag be mrted, namely .-*- 

Manlri Aliar l^ascbid Kh^,. 

Hanlyi M3. Nurul Huq Chaudhury^ 

Maalyi Hy'abed Hoefain, 

Maulvi Sayedol Hoque. 

MaHivI AlOUil RAiOHIO KHAN to move thaiin tbe motion of thr 
Hon’bte Maharaja Bahadur of Nadiav after Mr. W. Hopk^'us, th** 
following be ineerted, namely: — 

Maulvi Abdur Baschid Ehan^, 

Maulvi Wahed Hoaaain, 

Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Cbaudhury, 

Maulvi Kader Baksh. 

MmiIvI tAYYlD tyLTAN ALiS Sir, I do not think I can add 

anything to what has already been said by my hon'ble friend Mauhrai 
Ekramul Huq, so I simply move the amendment whic-h stands in my: 
name: — 

That in the motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadiii 
after Mr. W. S. Eopkyns, the following: be inserted* namely :rr' 

Mr. Syed M. Masih, 

Maulvi Tayebuddin Ahmed,. 

Maulvi Eli^amul Huq, 

Mr. M. IMnd, 

Shan Bahadur Maulvi Musharraf Hom a in *. 

Maulvi Sayyed Sultan AEL. 

11m following motion was called' but not* move<r:-r- 

BMni iMSBNDAA MATH RAT to move that in the motion ol tlir 
Hcsi’fale Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, alter Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, tbor 
following bo inaerted, namely >— 

m^i Sahib Panchanan Banna, 

Babg Satya ? Baaow- 

|Mni NAC|CND^A NARMY^R RAYT Sir, I riao to movy W 
the motion of Hoa'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia after Mr. W. GU 
Hopkyna, t^e foUowing be moai^, nima^ 

Bai Sahib Fanchaaan Bmm. 
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quotum id th# httamimeut ^ tiie BUfai T^iaiiey Jiel mrf 
lof iniereit of the people affeo^ % that Act sliotiM^he iiifilataitiy 
repreeented on the Select Committee lor the ooneiderati^ii ol the Bill 
tn question. If the interest 'of tome class of people is not adaqnetely 
Tepresenied their interest may not receive dne consideration in formu- 
lating land laws. It is, therefore, extremely necessary that every class * 
4>f the people governed by that Act should have due representation on*' 
the Committee for the consideration of this important piece of legis-' 
lation. Now, Sir, as regards the member for the inclusion ol u^se 
name in the Select Committee I move this resolution, I beg to say that 
lie has been working among the peasants of North Bengal for sopU 
^ears and through his work amongst them he has gained considerable 
experience as to the requirements of those people. Further, he served 
on the Select Committee for the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act in the last Council and has thereby acquired large experience in this 
idirection. Lastly, as he is sufficiently accjuainted with the local con- 
ditions and customs of North Bengal his inclusion in the Select Com- 
tnittee would safeguard the interest of the tenants ol that pai^t of the 
firovinoe. 

Bibll AMULYA DHONE ADDYS I have much pleasure in second- 
ing this amendment. The total number of members which has been 
suggested by the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Bill is 19, and, Sir, 
you have been kind enough to suggest that the number of members of 
the Select Committee can he increased by 0. Therefore, Sir, as this 
•suggestion is to have one additional member, I do not think there can 
he any objection to it. We all know that in the case of the Howrah 
Bridge Bill the total numlier of members of the Select Committee is 23 
and therefore having regard to the important matters which have been 
embodied in this Bill I do not think that a committee of 20 members 
would be an unworkable one. Sir, I take this opportunity of stating 
that instead of selection, the procedure of election ought to have been 
introduced, because, as it appears from the several amendments which 
appear in the List of Business, a large number of members of this 
Council do not appear to he satisfied with the composition of the Sekct 
Committee. They want election and not selection. However, having 
regard to the fact that Bai Sahib Panchanan Barma has g rea t experi- 
once in the matter — ^he having served on the Special Committto on the 
Bill — and having regard to the fact that he has intimate knowledge 
about the relationship between landlords and tenant in the district of 
Bangpur, and as it appears that he is not an advocate % teqapts 
only hut an advocate of justice, therefore, it is right and ^per tlhat 
lie should he made a member of the Select Committee. I also take the 
opportunity of saying that the selection is not a happy one because the 
membeie of the Swaraj Party predominate in the oominitlee. Their 


im.f OOVlIKintI»T^XLLS. 8S 

object id improye but li obetr^i. I as a member of ibe aon* 

Moslem LibepI Party, whose object i« to improve ibe present system 
of Gbvenmiepi beg to protest against this as the claims of my Party 
have been igmned since only 2 members otthat Party have been selected. 

Mmiivi KAO Ell BAK8H: Will you allow any observations to be 
made regarding the constitution of the Select Committee P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly. 

Mautvi KADER BAK8H: If the object of the amendment is to 
aaieguard the interests of both the tenant and the semindar, certainly, 
I beg to submit that the constitution should have been otherwise. The 
Hon'ble Member in charge should have taken into consideration the 
nam^ of persons who have been taking keen interest in matters of this 
kind. Now, there is another point and that is it should not be made a 
party question — the Bengal Tenancy Act affects the tenant class and 
also the zemindar class and that is the reason why it should not l)e made 
a party question. Now you will find fi-om the names of the persons, as 
given in the motion itself, that at least 12 of them come from the 
zemindar class and only 7 from the tenant class. Sir, it is not desirable 
that the zemindars should preponderate over the tenants. After what 
Maulvi Ekramul Hu(| has .said on this point there remain very few 
things to he said, but my submission to the Maharaja Bahadur is that 
he should take into consideration the names of th(»He members who have 
lH*en taking keen interest jegarding this question of rclation.Hhip l)etwecn 
tenants and zemindars. The Maharaja Bahadur should also Uike into 
consideration the fact tiiat the amendment of this Act should have been 
enacted more for the benefit of the masses than of the c lasses. Because, 
Sir, there is the well-known maxim — greatest g(M)d to the greatest 
uuiul>er. If, the tenants are greater in nuinlier their interests should 
certainly la* kept in view. Now, the Maharaja should take into cousi- 
<leration how the interests of the greater numlier might l)est la* preserved 
and safeguarded, and therefore I most res|)e<ifully suinhit to him that 
he should add a few more names of persons who represent the tenant 
class. 

Tht Hon*bla Mafiaraia K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BMiadur of 
Natfia: There has l)een a lot of dtst'usston over this question and I 
have been myself the target of attacks . 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQt I want to i»ay one word before the 
maharaja speaks. In view of the request made to me by my friend, 
Maulvi Sultan AH, I beg to withdraw my amendment. 

Tlii Hon^Ma Malittpa K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Mate at 
Nteat I am afraid that Maulvi Saheb is under a misapprehension * or, 
peiltaps, because he has not been taken into the committee be is very 

7 
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ftn^pry* x>iw i tell Inin tlwCt tli6 If^dcr of tlio Pftrty to wliiofe luo 
belongi ww consulted by me and if his name had been sligKosted to me 
nobody would have been more pleased than myself to take him in the 
committee. There are already 19 members on that committee, and 
amendments have been moved for the addition of another 11 makiuff in 
all I am sure every one will admit that the present committee is 
already a big one and ^ is of course an impossible and unmanageable 
number. The Maulvi Saheb has compared the Select Committee of the 
Howrah Bridge Bill with that of the present Bill. Well, Sir, compari- 
son is always odious in many matters, but if comparison is to be made, 
and if due proportion is to be given then the whole House will 
sit on the committee on a matter of such momentous importance. IMt 
that is not possible. The Select Committee, I may say, has been 
selected with very greet care. I invited the leaders and whips of the 
different principal parties and groups in the Council to meet me and to 
discuss the matter, and the constitution of the committe was determined 
in consultation with them. We decided to have an equal representatltWH^ 
of landlords and tenants and representatives from the different parties 
with neutral views on the questions at issue. The result is that we have 
6 representatives of landholders, 5 of tenants, 5 of (Government, and 4 
neutral representatives. It is a difficult proposition to find suitable 
tenants’ representatives. Sir, the next election is not very far off and I 
am rather amused to find that all on a sudden a sense of patriotism has 
l>een aroused in many of the members. 

Mtulvi SAYYED SULTAN ALh The next election is not the 
subjec’t-matter of discussion. Is the Hon’ble Member in order in refer- 
ring to that F 

The Hon’ble Mahtraja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur el 
Nadias It is difficult to get real representatives of the tenants, but 
Government have to make up for such deficiency by holding the balance. 
The representatives of the different political parties and Nationalists 
are also properly represented. I would just make a summai-y of how 
the committee is constituted. 

Mff P« N» GUHAS You said that Government recognised no party, 
but to-day w'e have been hearing a lot about parties. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That is not a point ol order. I cannot speak on 
behalf of the Government. I am a non-official member like yonraelf. 

Tht Hsn’Mi Mihirifa KSMAUNISH CHANDRA RAY t to d u r uf 
NadiSI If Mr. CKiba had been in my position he would not have raised 
thia question. In the British Parliament there is a Standing Committee 
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for til® sel«c||^ of Select Committees. Here we have no aucli thing. 
Whenever a mk^ion for a Select Committee is referred to somebody jnmiMt 
np from one of the House and somebody from another, like a jack*in« 
the-box, with suggestions for more names and it is very difficult, rather 
impossible, to please ever>’body and take up all the names suggested. 
So I think we have got to draw the line somewhere and having brought 
forward certain names after careful consideration, I think, we must 
stick to them as a matter of principle; and the name that have been 
brought forward have been selected after due consideration. The 
representatives of the different political paHies and Nationalists are 
^Hl^perly represented. We have 3 Independents, 4 Lil)eral8, 6 
l^^rajists on the Committee of whom 8 are Hindus and 5 Muhammadans 
and 1 European, excluding the officials. I am sure the Council will 
consider this as satisfactory and recognize that due consideration has 
been given in the formation of the Select Committee. As matter* (»tand, 
^e Committee has the approval of (loverniuent and, I am led to lielieve, 
B^tie principal parties and groups in the House. Since all interested 
parties and groups have been fully represented in the Select Committee 
I have proposed, I do not see any point in increa.sing its size by the 
addition of further names. Further, it is already as large us i‘un be 
conveniently managed. In fact it may he attac'ked on the ground that 
it is almost too large for the free exchange of ideas at u round-table 
conference. I am, therefore, adverse to adding to its numbers and 
oppose all the amendments. 


Mft PRESIDENT: I undertsand that Muulvi Kkratnu! Huq wants 
to withdraw his motion. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: It may lie added that 1 withdraw it in 
support of Mauivi Sayyed Sultan AH’s motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There cun be no conditional withdrawal. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn : — 


** That in the motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia 
after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the foilowing be inserted, 
namely : — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq, 

Mauivi Zannoor Ahmed, 

ICaulvi Ekramnl 

7a 
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'The following motion of Dr. H. W. B. Moreno wm then put and 
loft: — 

‘‘ That in the motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of ITadia 
after Mr. W. 8. Hopkyns, the following be inserted: — 

Mauivi Wahed Hossain.'* 

The motion of Mauivi Sayyed Sultan Ali that in the motion of the 
Hon'ble Mahamja Bahadur of Nadia after Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, the 
following be inserted, namely: — Mr. Syed M. Masih, Mauivi Tayeb- 
addin Ahmed, Mauivi Ekiaroul Huq, Mr. M. Baud, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi Musharruf Hossain, Mauivi Sayyed Sultan Ali was then wak 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYEt. 

AhniMl, Mauivi TayabuMln.-*-* I Lai Mahammatf, HaJI. 


AiMamiHaii, Mailali. 

Alay, KHan taliaeur t. Makbaae. 

All, Mautvl fayyaS tultan. 

■arma, Aal Sahib banahafiafi, 

Hae, Shah SyaS fmaaSuL 

Hattaln, Khaa MahaSur Mauivi Muahamif. 

Hue, Mauivi Ekramui. 


Matlh, Mr. Syad M. 

Marana, Or. H. W. M. 

Fahlauraa, Mauhrl MS. Abtful Subbar. 
Rahmaa, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Mabu Naxandra Narayan. 
Sarhar, Mauivi Allah Oukhah. 

San, Mr. N. C. 


AMama-Wllilama, Mr. 0. 

AiMy, tabu Amutya Ohana. 

AhaaiaS, Mautvl AaimudSln. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Najmuddln. 

Ahmad, Mautvl Zannaar. 

■aeahl, Rabu Ramai Chandra. 

•aiiarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

■anarjaa, Ral Rahadur Ablnaih Chandra. 
Raau, Rabu Oatlndra Nath. 

Raat, tha Han’bla S. d. 

RIrlay, Mr. L. 

Rravma, sir. F. N. 

OamirtHii, Mr. K. 

Chakravarti, Rabu Jafindra Chandra. 
Chakravarty, Rabu Sudaraan. 

Chartraa, Mr. 0. R. 

Ohaudhurt, Mautvl Salyad Abdur Rub. 
Chaudhuii, Rai Harandranath. 

Ohaudhurl, Nawab Rahadur Salyld Nawab 
AH, Khan Rahadur 
Oaraaran, Mr. R. A 
Oat, Rabu Cham Chandra. 

Datta, Rabu Akhil Chandra. 

Oi, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Mr, 0. a 
OanaM, tha Han'Ma Mr, 4. 

Oaaa, Rat Rahadur FyaH Lai 
Outt, Mr. 0. S. 

Iddia, Mr. R. I, 0. 

Oanfuly, Rabu K h a Ra n dra Nath. 

Ohumavi, Had|i Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Oaada, Mr. S. W. 

Ouha, Mr. F. N. 

Naidari Mr. R. N. 

Ntaid, Majar Oa na r al Rt a hard , 


Habkym, Mr. W. S. 

Hataaln, Mauivi Wahad. 

Hue, Mr. Mahbubul. 

•lannaway, Mr. J. H. 

Jaardar, Mauivi Aftab Hattaln. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahl Uddin. 

LIddaU, Mr. H. C. 

Lindtay, Mr. 4, H. 

Mahammad, Mautvl Ratar. 

Malty, Rabu Mahandra Nath. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MItra, Rabu da t an dr a Nath. 

MIttar, Sir Fravath Chu n da r . 

Margan, Mr. a 

Mumln, Khan Rahadur Md. AbduL 
Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Srlt Chandra. 
Naaci, Rabu IHa n mahan. 

Rahim, tha Han’bla Sir Abd^ns 
Ray, Rabu Abanlth Chandra. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Maharaja Rahadur 
Kthaunlth Chandra. 

Ray Chau^ufi, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Rabu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Rabu Sataawrtpatl. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. KIran Sanhar. 

Ray, Mr. S. N. 

Ray, Naja Manlian SlnRh. 

Ray Chiudhurt, Ral Rahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

Sarhar, Rabu NaO n i ranjaa. 

San Oapta, Mr. A M. 

Stashanaan, tha MaWhN Sir Hagh. • 
Tarafdar, Maahrt mm iMdhk 
Waadhaad, Mr. A A. 
vatia, MauMl MnhaaMaad* 


The Ayes being 16 and the Noes 68, the motion was lost. 
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motiiiiik of Babu Nageadra Narayan Ray that in tlie aotim of 
tbe Hon’blo Pabaraja Bahadur of Nadia aftar Mr. W. 8, Ht^thyna the' 
followingr be inserted, namely:— Rai Sahib Panchanan Barma was then 
put and a diyiaion taken with the following result:— 


AYEI. 


AMy, lAbu Amulyi Oliom. 

AlMitit MAvtvl TaytkiiAdlii. 

Wnawillali, MaHalu 

Alty, Klnn Miadur t. HahbMto. 

Ail, Mamvi iayyM tulUn. 

■aaarjat, Rai Bakaatir Abinath Cbaiiara. 
■arnia« Rai tabtb Fanoiiaiiafk, 

■atu, laba Jatindra Rath. 

Oat, iaba Charu Chandra. 

Oaati Rtal Bahadur hyarl Ul- 
Oitha, Mr. a. N. 

Haa« Bhah tyad Emdadul. 

Hatialn, Khan Bahadur MauivI Muthamif. 


Huai Mauhrf BhramuL 
Ul Mah amm a d , Najl. 

Matih, Mr. tyad M. 

Mittar, Sir Bravaah Ohuadar. 

Maranas Or* N* W. M. 

Randy, Maharaj Kumar Brit Chandra. 
haMawan, Maulvl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Ray, Babtt Rafandra Rarayan. 

Ray Chaudhurl. Ra|a Manmalha Rath. 
Ray, Raia ManilaU BHiBh. 

Barbar, Maulvl ARah Mhth. 

Ban, Mr. R. C. 


NOEB. 


Addanit-Wllllamt, Mr. C.. 

Ahamad, Maulvl Ailmuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Rajmuddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Zannaar. 

Bagahi, Babu Ramas Chandra. 

Banar>aa, Mr. A. C. 

Miat, tha Han’bla B. J. 

Birfay, Mr. L. 

Brawna, Mr. P. R. 

CamnbaU, Mr. K. 

Chakravarti, Rabu doglndra Chandra. 
Chakravarty, Babu Budartan. 

Chartraa, Mr. C. B. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Balyad Abdur Rab. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harandranath. 

Chaudhurl, Rawab Bahadur Balyld Rawab 
AU, Khan Bahadur. 

Oaraam, Mr. W. i. 

Oatta, Babu Ahhil Chandra. 

Da, Mr. K. C. ' 

Day, Mr. 0. Q. 

DanaM, tha Ran^bla Mr. A 
Butt, Mr. a B. 

Ed«a. Mr. B. E. 0. 

Parraalar, Mr. J. Campbad. 

CMiiMavl. MadJI Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
IQnui. 

Qaada, Mr. B. w. 

Haidar, Mr. B. R. 

Maard, Malar Oanaral Riahard, 

Haphynt, Mr. W. B. 

M am a , lir. F. E. 


JMuiaway, Mr. 4 , N. 

Jaardar, Maulvl Aftab Hattaln 
Khan. Maulvl Mahl Uddln. 

Liddell, Mr. R. e. 

Lindsay. Mr. A N. 

Mahammad, Maulvl Batar. 

Malty, Babu Mahsndra Rath. 

MaAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mitra, Babu dafandra Rath. 

Margan, Mr. 0. 

Mttinln, Khan Bahadur Md. Abdid. 

Raagl, Babu Manmahan. 

Quadar, Maulvl Abdid. 

Rahim, tha NafTMa Bfr Abdmr*. 

Ray, Babu Abaniah Chandra. 

Ray, Babu B u rand ra Math. 

Ray, tha Rairbia Maharaja Bahadur 
Kabaimlth Chandra. 

Ray, Babu UtaawrIpatL 
Ray, Mr. O. R. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Banhar. 

Ray, Mr. B. M. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Rath. 

Barkar, Babu Ra Untr anjan. 

Basmat, Mr. B. M. 

Ban Quata, Mr. d. M. 

Bnallh, Mr. d. F. 

Btaphanaan, tha Man*hM BIr MimIi. 
Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajlh UddM. 

Travari, Mr. W. L. 
waadhaad, Mr. d. A. 

Vaain, Mau h rl Muhammad. 


The Ayca being 2b and tbe Xoes 62, tbe motion wag lott. 
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Mr* Pm H# OUHA* I beg to more that in the lhat line <rf the 
Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia's motion, for the word five ", the 
word " eleven " be substituted. Sir, at this fag end of the day I do not 
want to inflict a speech. My reason for moving this resolution is that I 
find that 5 members of the Select Committee are Government officiala^the 
Maharaja Bahadur, his Secretary , two special members taken for this 
purpose, and another gentleman. I do not think, that these five gentle- 
men if they sit together should decide any thing. I do not suggest for 
a moment that they will not invite other members, but on no account 
it should be pcissible for these five Government members to decide any 
thing with regard to this Bill. I have been told it is impossible to get 
eleven members together. What I beg to submit in this connection is 
this that the Maharaja Bahadur has said that he has taken good care 
to select members of the committee, but if, as he says, he has not found 
more than five members to form the quorum in an important matter like 
this, I do not think 1 can praise his choice. The reason for my motion 
that eleven should form the quorum and not five is that the Select Com- 
mittee may not be dominated by a Government majority. If the 
quorum remains at five, then the Government members will predomi- 
nate. That is why I have deliberately made this proposal to increase 
the number to eleven, so that Government will not be able to carry any 
thing they like. I am not a representative of the people — the represen- 
tatives of the people owe it to themselves to see that the whole thing is 
not left to the members of Government — a thing which is of vital 
importance to the people. 


■alNl NALINIRANdAN SARKERS I formally move the motion 
standing in my name, that is, in the last line of the motion of the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, for the word “ five ", the word 
" nine " be substituted. 


Th« Hoffblu thu Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Sahadur 
af NacHaS The usual quorum of a Select Committee is formed having 
regard to the percentage which a quorum of the Council, t.e., 25 bears 
to the whole Council, vu,, 140. In that view 5 is quite large enough. 
I think 11 is too large, but I am not opposed to increasing the number 
from 6 to 9. I will accept therefore the amendment of Babu Nalini- 
ranjan Sarker, but oppose to the other. If members of this House antici- 
pate, as Mr. P. N. Guha does, that there might be a Government majority 
in the quorum, it is up to the members of the Council to see that all 
the members of the Select Committee attended, in which case there may 
he a majority against Government of 14 to 5. 

The motion of Mr. 1^. N. Guha that in the last line of the motion 
of Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia for the word " five ", the word 
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“ deTea” nilatituted was then pat and a dirision talwn wiA the 
follovri HIT re|feAt : — 

AYES. 


Atfiy, liiibii AWulya Mimm. 

AlMumiE» Matilirl AtlimiMiii. 

AlmiaA, Maulvi NajmiiMifi. 

Al wX, Maaihrl TayaEwMln. 

Afimai, Mauiiri lamiMr. 

AAtaiiiiltali, Mallali. 

Alty, Khan Eabatfur t. Mahbaali. 

AN, Maalvl tayyaN lulUn. 

«waH Baba Ramat GbaiNlra. 

•aktii, Maulvl Kadar. 

Baaarjaa, Ral Bahadur Ablnaah Ohaadra. 
Barma« Ral tahlb Ranahanan. 

Bastt, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Baaa, Babu Bajay Krlthna. 

Chafcravarti, Babu iaglfidra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu tudaraan. 

ChaudlHirl, Maulvt talyad Abdur Rab. 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harandranath. 

Chundar, Mr. NIrmal Chandra. 

Oat, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oat Gupta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, Babu Ahhil Chandra. 

Qafur, Maulvl Abdul. 

Cuba, Mr. P. N. 

Haidar, Mr. S. N. 

Hattain, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Mutharruf. 
Hattain, Maulvl Wahad. 


Hua, Mr. Mahbubul. 

Jaardar, Mauhrt Allah NaaMlii. 

Khan, Mauivl MaM Uddhi. 

Ui Maha in iaa d , NaJI. 

Mahammad, Maulvl Batar. 

Malty, Babu Mah tn dr a Nath. 

Matih, Mr. Byad M. 

Mitra, Babu dacandra Nalh. 

Mittar, ilr Rravath Chundar. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Srto Chandra. 
Ntad, Babu Manmahan. 

Quadar, Maulvl AbduL 
Rahman, Mr. A. f. 

Ray, Babu Abanlth Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Nacandra Narayan. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Math. 
Ray, Babu tataawripatl. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tanhar. 

Ray, Raja Manllall BluBh. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Bat ya nd ra 
Nath. 

Batmal, Mr. B. N. 

Ban. Mr. N. C. 

•tn OupU, Mr. d. M. 

Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajlb Uddin. 

Vatin, Maidvl Muhammad. 


NOEt. 


AddamfWIIIIamt, Mr. C. 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Batt, tha Han'Ma B. d. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

M*aama, Mr. P. H. 

Campban, Mr. K. 

Chartrat, Mr. C. B. 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Balyld Naurab 
AH, Khan Bahadur. 

Caraaran, Mr. d. 

Ot, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. C. 0. 

Danald, tha Han'Ma Mr. d. 

Butt, Mr. a B. 

Bddit, Mr. B. 1. a 
Parraatar, Mr. d. C ampht H . 

Ohnmavt, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Oaada, Mr. B. W. 

Ha% Khan Bahadur Kail XahInA 


Naa, Bhah Byad Bmdadut. 

Htard, Majar Oanaral RIahard, 

Haphynt, Mr. W. B. 

Huq, Maulvl Bhramul. 
damat, Mr. P. 1. 
dtnnaway, Mr. d. H. 

Uddttt, Mr. N. a 
LIndtay, Mr. d. N. 

MtAlpla, Mr. M. a 
Marana, Br. H. W. M 
Marcan, Mr. a 

Mumla, Khan Bahadur Md. Abdul. 

RaMm, Bia Han*hia BIr Abdmr% 

Ray, tha Nan*hia Maharaja Baha dur 

Kthaumth Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. a N. 

Bnalth, Mr. d. P. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Wtad h t nd, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayee being 53 and the Noes 37, the motion waa carried. 

Ufa PRitlllBliT: Ab this motion has been carried, Babu Nalim- 
ranjan Barker's motion fails through in consequence. 



OOVEBNlliaJT BiMiS. [SiS Blie. 

The follwing motion of the Hon’Ue the Mehamja M»*nnidi 
CSiuidra Eay Bahadur of Nadia, as amended in Council, was then put 
and ajrreed to: — 

** That the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1925, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of Sir Provash Chunder Hitter, 
Baja Manraatha Nath Bay Chaudhuri of Santoah, Nawab 
Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, Bai 
Satyendra Nath Boy ChaudhUri Bahadur, Maulvi Bajib 
TTddin Tarafdar, Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti, 
Maulvi Basar Muhammad, Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad, 
Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Mr. Nirmal Chunder Chunder, Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta, Bai Harendranath Chaudhuri, 
Mr. W. L. Travers, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Huq, Mr. M. C. 
McAlpin, Mr. H. C. Liddell, Khan Bahadur M. A. Momen, 
Mr. W. 8. Hopkyns and the mover, with instructions to 
submit their report in time for its consideration in Council 
in the February session of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be eleven.^' 


Adjoumment 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Friday, the 4th Decem- 
ber, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



PneaMtingi i tiM B«ngal Legisitfi*, Counoii ^ 

irMisioiis of the Covornmont of Imlia Aet 


Thb CouncU met in the Council Chamber in the Town 
on Friday, the 4th December, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


Hall, Calcutta, 


Prosmt: 

The Hon’ble the President (Kumar Shib SiiEKnARESWAH Rat) in the 
Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Kxe< utive Council, and 123 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Prioe of opium. 

*XLII. Babu 8ATYA KISHORE BANERJEEs (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industrie's (Excise) aware of n fetding of distress in some quartern 
on account of the increase in the prit^of opium F 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of devising 
a practic^al scheme so that those wlu use opium as a medicine may 
get it at a lower price than the gtmeral rate? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of ACRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES [EXCISE] (the Honlila Mr. d. Donald): (a) and (fj) 
No. The increase in the price of opium in Calcutta and its neighbour- 
ing districts has been made in order to check the excessive consumption 
of the drug in these areas. 


BMni BORODA PROSAD OEY: Has this increase in the price 
resulted in decrease in consumption? 

Tho HonIMi Mr. <1. DONALD. It is too early to make a statemeiit 
nn this point. 
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•XLIII. BilHi UMEt CHANDRA GHATTlRJEEs (a) WiU the 

£[0111)16 Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased 
to lay cm the table a statement showing, for the district of Bankura, 
and for the years 1876, 1880, 1885, 1890, 1895, 1900, 1905, 1910, 1915, 
1920, 1924— 

(i) the number of police constables, head-constables, sub-inspec- 

tors, inspectors, deputy supc^rintendents and superintendents 
in employ under the Government; 

(ii) the number of dacoities, thefts and murders committed; and 
(Hi) the expenses for maintaining the Police Force? 

(b) Will the Hoii'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, for the distiict of Bankura, in the current 
year — 

(i) the number of constables and head-constables; 

(iV) the number of Bengali constables and head-ccnstables ; and 
(ni) the number of Santhal and Bauri cjonstablesP 


(c) If the answer to (b) {Hi) is nil, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason why constables are not recruited from 
Bauris and Santhals ? 

(d) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state how many 
constables are annually recruited from the district of Bankura? 

(c) Will the Hou’ble Member be pleased to state the reason 
why the Police Force at Bankura haa been increased ? 


MtMBER in ohtrgt of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Honlitt 
Sir Hugh itopNlllon)! (a) Three statements containing the informa- 
tion asked for so far as can be ascertained are laid on the table. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) There is one Santhal constable. The reason why there are 
no Bauris is that they have not applied for enlistment. 

I 

(d) The number of constables recruited locally during the last 
three years is eleven per year on the average. 
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(e) Th6|«lice Force Us been increased from time to time owing 
to the growi^ and complexity of poUce work genenJly and tha conse- 
qu©nt increa«» m the number of police staticms. 


Statement of force in Bankura asked for in starred question No, XUII (a) (i). 


Snperlnteii- 

(lente. 


Deputy 

Sopertnten* 

dent*. 


lupecton. 


Sub- 

loepecton. 


Heud- 

oowtubku 

tnclttdlBf 

tttb- 

Impeetoiu. 


ComUbifi. 


1875 

1880 

1885 

1890 

1895 

1900 

1905 

1910 

1915 

1920 

1924 



2 

5 

33 

222 


3 

12 

45 

329 


2 

16 

40 

318 


2 

16 

38 

292 


2 

18 

32 

313 


2 

27 

25 

321 


3 

29 

31 

325 


5 

35 

39 

333 


5 

36 

50 

393 

i 

1 

5 

38 

51 

422 

5 

36 

56 

450 


iV.fl — Thpr.* WM no Deptitjr Huitorintonient in BuokurA be'nre 1920. 


Stalemenl of crime in Bankura asked for in starred question 
No. XUII (a) ( 11 ). 



Statement of cost for the maintenance of PoUce Force m Bankura asked 
for in starred question Xo. XLIII (a) (lit). 



Coi4. 


Be. 

1876 

... 41,203 

1880 

... 54,861 

1885 

... 58,951 

1890 

... 43,295 


















OTTEsnoirfi. 


t4ra Dae. 





Be. 

1896 

... 63,441 

1900 

... 71,194 

1906 

... 87,468 

1910 

... Separate figure not 


available lor Bankunu 


Coft. 



Rs. 

A. 

p. 

1915 

... 1,40,484 

6 

10 

1920 

... 2,01,414 

6 

1 

1024 

... 2,40,648 

3 

1 


The figures include pay, allowances and contingencies. The pay 
of constahles and certain other ranks as well as the price of clothing 
has increascnl threefold since 1903. The cost of arms, accoutrements 
and ordnances htis increased fivefold. Rents, nites and taxes have also 
risen enormously. 


Statement of head-conHahlex and comtablex in Bonkura asked for in 
starred question Xo. XLIIJ (h). 

(t) Head constables (excluding assistant sub- 


inspectors) ... 21 

Constables . . . 450 

(tV) Number of Bengali head-constables ... 1 

Nuinlier of Bengali constables ... 163 

(ifV) Numlier of Santhal and Bauri constables ... 1 (Santhai) 


i«bu Umot OhtiKlra OhtUarjM’s letter to the Chief Seoretory. 

«XI.IV. Sehu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
to state whethei* he is aware that the Chief Secretary did not send any 
reply to the letter which I wrote to him in the year current (1925) as 
also to the reminder for reply, which I sent after waiting for a con- 
siderable time? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the a&rmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member he pleased to stete^why no reply was vouchsafed by the Chief 
Secretary? 



QUESTIONS. tr 

MiMlElt h ciMMW «f POLITICAL DEPARTMENT <fim HMi%lt 
SIf Hugh CtipilMIIUll): (a) and (6) The Chief Secretary showed me a 
letter dated llie lOlh April, 1925, a'hich he had received from Bahu 
Umes Chandra Chatterjee. He was doubtful whether the letter waa 
serious, and he proposed not to send a reply and I agreed with him. 
The Chief Secretary, with whom T agree, attaches particular im|)ortance 
to compliance with all reasonable requests for information, and I will, 
with the permission of the writer, read the letter refenvd to, so that the 
Council may be able to judge whether it contained a reasonable re<juest 
for information. No reply was sent to the remainer. 

The letter read is as follows: — 


To 

The Cuiee Skcketary, 

Govertimettf of Jienijdl. 

Dbae Sib, 

I wrote to you alwut structural altcrnttons in tJie Civil Court Buildings 
of Vishnupur in the district of Runkura on the 6th March, 11)25, and r»c©iv(fd a 
reply to that on the 17th March, 1025. So I hud to pass a pretty long fH^riod in 
suspense. This time I hope you will not punish me like that. 

This time my (omplaint is Mes-sis. Cmik and French, the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division and the District Magistrate of Bankura, respectively, came to 
visit the town of Vishnupur on the 2Hth January, 1025. They know ) am a 
resident of this U)wn. I presume this, bi^cause they are officially hound to know 
it and if it be the fact that they do not know it, in that case, they are incom|ietent 
officers and they should he taken to task for that. Be that os it may, my present 
purpose is to intimate to you, they failed in their duty in that they did not pay 
me visit of resjiect which they were Isniml to do us official etiquette. Their 
salaries are subject to the vote of the Council and I am an elected member of 
the same. Ro they owe their maintenanc'e to niy vote and are bound to pay me 
respect. If you hold otherwise, I will hold the (lovernnient of India Act is nothing, 
if not a farce. 1 must provide against the Hurniise, I am an ardent lover of 
honour. I emphatically as,sert. this 1 am not. What \ want is diseiplitie, I 
therefore request if you are of the same view with me in this matter, you will 
deal with them acKsordingly. If you bold any adverse view, kindly let me know 
that as early ns possible so that I may disillusion the self'reapcs'ting memliers of 
the Council to which 1 belong. 

1 know what 1 am. I know 1 am a native of the Dependency of India and 
this demand on my part w ill raise a contemptuous feeling in you and the members 
of your race. Yet, if I demand a reply it is because, 1 want to prove to the world 
that DO amount of Government of India Art will raise the status of the Indians who 
mast learn to stand on their own legs if they want the status of equality with 
the free nations of the world. 


Yours faithfully, 

(Bd.) UxEt CaaifDBji CaarruuEB, 

2f. M. L C 


VnaNurvM, 
lOtk AprU, im. 
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*XLV. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to etate 
whether it is a fact that Babu Oirindra Nath Banarji, a detenu in the 
Midnapore Jail, wrote a number of petitions to the authorities for his 
transfer to a Calcutta Jail for eye-examination ? 

(b) Is it a fact that no reply was given to his petitions? 

The Hofi’hle Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 


DMenu Pratui Chandra Ganguly. 

*XLVI. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Honble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Babu Pratui Chandra Ganguly has long been 
suffering from nasal catarrh and inflammation of the kidney? 

(/;) Is it a fact that he sent a number of petitions to the authori- 
ties for his transfer to a Calcutta Jail, for better medical treatment? 

(c) Is it a fact that no replies have been given? 

Thd Hon’bH Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) He has been suffer- 
ing for some time from nasal catarrh and bacillary infection of the 
urinary tract, 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No, 

Mr.S.N. HALDAR: Why has the reply been “No*\ with regard to 
question (c)? 

Tha Hon*bM Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The answer means that 
a reply has been given, because two negatives make an affirmative. 


State priaonar dadugopal MukbarJI. 

•XLVIl. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) WUl the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether Mr. Jadugopal Mukharji, la.n., a State prisoner in Midnapore 
Jail, applied several times to the Government for transferring him to 
a Calcutta Jail for the of his teeth or making arrangement 

there for the same? 

(b) Is it a fact that none of his requests has been conceded? 



1»»] QUESTIONS. tt 

Tlw Sir HUGH tTEPHENMNl (a) Tm. 

(6) He has Wn treated by the CivU Surgeon and relief afforded; 
the qneation of hiinging him to Calcutta for further treatment is under 
consideration. 

Mft is Na HALDAR: Is the Civil Surgeon a specialist in dentistry)^ 

The HOfl’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No, not all dotrtors are. 


State prisoners and (Htenus at Mandalay. 

^XLVIlla Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Honble 
Member in charge of the Politif'al Ih^pnrtnient l)e please<l to state 
whether it is a fact that all the State prisoners and detenus at 
Mandalay are suffering from rluMiinatic fiainsy 

The Hon*ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No such information has 
been received. 


Detenu Puma Chandra Das. 

^XLIX. Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: (a) Will the HotPble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government have received an application from detenu 
Srijut Puma Chandra Das asking for orders for his nunoval to Calcutta 
for treatment? 

(6) If so, when was siuh application received by the Government? 

(c) When and in what manner was the application dealt with? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) No. Hut an applic^i- 
tion of this sort was received from his brother. 

(6) In June, 1925. 

(c) Arrangements were made for his transfer, for special medical 
treatment. 

Dl^ ilOHAN CHANDRA ROYeHas this person been transferred 
at all, or an arrangement made by which he wm brought down to 
Calcutta and taken back again? 

TiM Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I must refer the member 

to my last answer; 1 am not prepared to say more than that. 



UnrtifyMi 

(mmmm to ivliieii urort loM on tho tUHo). 

Rooriiitmont in tlio Pilot Sonrioo. 

13. Mr. A. C. iANEMEEs (a) Will tbe Hon^ble MemW in 
charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Public Services Commission, 

which was appointed in 1912, considered that there was 
no justification for excluding Indians and Anglo-Indians 
from the Pilot Service in Bengal on racial grounds; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that by reason of the report of the 

Public Services Commission “ a new rule was made to 
the effect that every endeavour would be made to ascertain 
the existence of suitable local candidates before asking the 
Secretary of State to make appointments in England’^? 

(h) Was not the question of nautical education and of enlistment 
in the Pilot Service of Indian and Anglo-Indian youths again raised 
by the appointment of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee, in 
February, 1923? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the decision whi(’h the said Committee 
arrived at? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have Wen taken for the purpose of enabling Indian and Anglo- 
Indian youihs to join the Pilot Service in Bengal? 

MEMBER in ohargt of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho HonlMo 
Mr. J. Dontld)! (a) (0 and {ii) Yes. 

(h) Yes, 

(r) The Committee reeommeiided a system of nautical training 
w’hieh would give the requisite qualifications to enter any service for 
which sea e?xperienee is recjuire*! and rec4)mmende4l that one way of 
finding avenues of employmeht for officers after their training was 
completed should be to employ an increasing number of them as they 
become available in certain services, including the Bengal Pilot 
Service. For further details the member is referiwl to the published 
report of the Committee, 

(d) The member is r^orred to the rules for the appointmeni of 
oandidates to the Bengal Pilot Service, published in Bengal noiiil- 
oaUon No. 127 Mne., dated the 22nd August, 1921. These rules m 
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the onte^ Of the recommendeUone of the PoUic Smioes 

The’r^rt*tf the^’led”^ “ ’’“i •PPointment aader thrai. 

irL^^ i ^ lBd»an Mercantile Marine Committee ia undentood 
to be under the consideration of the OoTemment of India. 

doJ*thI?^I **' »« answer (rf), the last three linre, 

Indians? * ’ « w«U « 


The Honlrie Mr. 4 . DONALD: Yes. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Ma.v I know whut urrangement has 1 m«i» 

made to give Indians— by Indians I mean Indians and .tnglo-lndians 

an opportunity of reoeiving nautical (raining? 

Tha Hoil*bia Mr. 4 * DONALD: I would refer to the lnKt line of my 
answer; the matter is under consideration. 


Proposed ofinual sUtutory grant to tlio CaJoiitta University. 

24. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIt (a) Will the Hon^ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleaiied to 
state whether the Government are conHidering (he deHimbility of 
bringing forward a Bill providing for an annual fttatutorv grant to 
the Calcutta Fniversity? If not, why not? 

(ft) Is it a fact that owing to uncertain and inferior prospccta in 
the Calcutta University service some professors and lecturers have left 
service in that University and joined the Dacca Univeraity and other 
services P 

(r) Is the lion ’hie Meiiiher aware that the statement mentioned 
in (ft) has been found by a Committee of the Calcutta University and 
that finding has been incorporated in a published rejKirt of the said 
University P 

MEMBER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tfio 
HonTMo Sir Abd-ur-Rahim: (o) Yes. 

(ft) and (c) Government un<lerfdand from Chapter IV .if the Post* 
graduate Committee’s Iteport, that there have been cases in which 
members of the Calcutta University staff accepted better posts in other 
Universities. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: With reference to part (a)^ 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state when the BOl will W 
introduced P 


Tit HOR>Ma Sir ABD-ttR-RAHIMs Hot m Hue ioasiem/tet I Wi 
tell you offdiand. ■ / : 


2 
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Mr. A. C. lANKR^tEs Ha? I loiew why it has not bsen introdneed 
this ssssionf 

Tha Hon’illa ilr ABD«Uii«RAIflMs Because we have not yet been 
able to amve at a definite figure of the amount to be given to the 
University. 

Rii HARINDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to answer 
<b) of the question, will the Hoh’ble Member be pleased to state what 
steps the Calcutta University are taking for improving the prospects 
of the teachers? 

Tht HOffl’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: This is a matter which concerns 
the Calcutta Univemity; I cannot give the information. 

Judioial ami Executive funotione. 

2S. Bibu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) With reference 
to the answer to unstarred question No. 15, put by Babu Satya Kiahore 
Banerjee, m.l.c., at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
held on the 24th January, 1924, will the Hon’ble MemW in 
chorge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
the Special Officer appointed by the Government to work out the cost 
of the scheme for the separation of the J udicial and Executive services 
and functions has submitted his report by this time? 

(b) If the reply to {a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason for the delay? 

(c) If the report has been submitted, when will it be published for 
the information of the public? 

Member in oimi«i vr appointment department (om 

Hon'bl* BIr Hugh tttpiMnson): (a) Yes, an estimate of the cost of the 
aeheme, as prepared by the Qnvernment of Bengal, has been made and 
Imported to the Government of India. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The local Goirernment are awaiting orders of the Government of 
India. 


BiBu KHAQBNORA NATH GANGULY: Will the Honble Member 
be pleased to state the approximate amount of the estimated cost of 
the scheme? 

mf hugh rtbrnbiibgiii i oanaot say oB-haiid. 1 
dmlt be glad to give the information if he wiehea it. 
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Mr. MilllWlit I ihould like to koow wlMtk«r tlie Bengal 
OoTeni]ii4f0 has miMle any recoaiaieiidatioii, aa« way or ilia otkar, 
^her in ftiifoar of tka Bckama or against it. 


TN HiiMa Sir MUCH tTEPHlNMNs I think I mada that qnita 
clear in my speech on the last occasion when the question was raised 
in this Council. I stated then what the position of the Gbyernment 
wos. 


Mr. A.C. BANERdEE: Will a copy of the report sent by the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal to the Government of India he available to the 
members of this House? 

The Hwi’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON! That also was contained 
in my spee<*h, 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I have a very bod memory, and I should 
like to know it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! But, Mr. Banerjee, you yourself have referred 
to that speech. 

Weakly lioliclays and hetf-holiilayt in mufaieil loliools. 

26. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Is the Hon*ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education aware — 

(i) that there are no Christian students in most of the mufassal 
s(‘hools; 

(/t) that most of the K<*h(K)ls remain closed fq|: a certain time on 
every Friday for the Juma prayer* of the Mussalmans; 
and 

(til) that there is no fixetl weekly prayer day for students belong- 
ing to other creeds? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions so that the mufassal schools get half-holiday on Thursdays 
instead of on Saturdays and a holiday on Fridays, in place of Sundays? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Rupsa High School and some other schools 
in Tippem get half-holiday on Thursday and holiday on Friday for 
Saturday and Sunday, respectively? 

THE NMPMt Mr AB04ll|4IAHIMt (a) (t> Oovammant is. aware 

tiurt there mm very few Christians in mitfassa! schools. 

(n) and (Hi) Yes. 
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(6) £zi$tiAg inBlniciiipns leave it to Managing Cominittees to ^eoide 
wlietlier the woi^ of any Government or aided school ahotild be sus- 
pended for one hour on Fridays, or whether the school should be closed 
for a half-holiday on Fridays instead of on Saturdays. It is not 
intended to issue further instructions. 

(c) Government have no information. 

•arasmmti and Kana Nadi. 

27. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the DepaHtnent of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(i) wliat further steps have been taken for the re-excavation of 
the rivers Saraswati and Kana Nadi in the districts of 
Hooghly and Howrah; and 

(it) when the works are expected to be taken in hand P 

MEMBER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tha 
Hon’ble Maharaja Kthauniah Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia) f 

(t) Money has been allotted from the Eden Canal grant for clearing the 
Saraswati of silt bars and jungle and a special grant has been voted by 
the Council for remodelling the Jamalpur sluice to enable the Kana 
Nadi and Saraswati to be flushed in the monsoon. 

(it) The works will be completed by next monsoon. 

Rorha Khal. 

28. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon’bie 
Meml)er in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what further progress has been made for the re-excavation of the 
llorha Khal (also known as the Arora Khal) in thana Khanakul, dis- 
trict Hooghly P 

Tha Hon’hlf Maharaja KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

of Nadia I The position remains the same as in January last when a 
reply was given to a similar question. 

Danlcuiii Canal. 

20. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Honble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what further progress has Wn made for the re-excavation of the 
Dankuni Canal from Baidyabaii to Bally, in the district of Hooghly? 

Tha HonlNo Maharaja KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nidia i An astiBiate has sanctioned Imr silt cdeanttiee of the 
channels and money baa alio been allotted. The work will bo iakeu 
up as soon as tbs crops have been barvested. 
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m. ^ TARAKNATH MVKflUlAi (a) Wfll the Hon'U* 

Member m charge of the Depertment of Irrigation be {Jeaaed to atate 
whether Qia Damodar Canal project is still onder the consideration of 
the Irrigation Department? 

(b) If so, when is the work expected to be taken in hand? 


TIm Hoii%la Maharaja KSHAUNISH OHANORA RAY Rahadiir 
0f Nailias (fi) A projec't eHtimnte amounting to Rs. 78,14^981 was 
administratively approved by Ooverimieiit for this canal last July. 

(6) As sotin as funds are available. 


Proposal for acquisition of land beyond the Bldyadhari spill area. 

31. Babu HEM CHANDRA NABICERl (a) h the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that some 
three years back it was notified that a few acres of land situated 
beyond the limits of the spill area of the Bidyadhari river up to the* 
Paran Chaprasi’s Khnl, in Dhapu, would In* acquired? 

Is that proposal still under the r^ontemplation of the Govern* 

ment ? 

(r) If so, when will that proposal l>e given effect to? 

Tha Hon’bis Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (e) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 


Bharofs Khal. 

32. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether the Goveniraent are considering the desirability of taking 
up the question of opening up the mouth of the Bhnrole Khal by cut- 
ting a ditch 180 feet by 3 feet by 3 feet to allow the free flow of 
water from the main khal up to the Bharole bridge, C/omrtrucied at 
the instance of the Drainage Commission, near the Poradah railway 
station ? 

Tilt liaii*bte MabiMiia KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Miadar 
0f NilNat The matter is recetring attention. 
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Bilto. 

Tht Btngil MtmioiiMl Bill, 1925. 

Tin Hwilila Mahtfaja K9HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Baliidiir 
€f Nadia I 1 beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to consolidate 
and amend the law relating to municipalities in Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDBNTs Does any member object to the introduction of 
the Bill? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: I rise to object to the 
introduction of the Bill. 

« TIm Hofi*bii Maliaraja KBHAUNIEH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadias I am surprised to find that the member has thought it fit to 
oppose this Bill even without hearing what Government has got to say. 
This is the very Bill which was once introduced by Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea and it was circulated for opinion. We have received many 
opinions (shows the bundle of opinions received), but if the House do 
not want to have the Bill introduced, the responsibility is theirs. How- 
ever, I shall deal with other matters at a later stage. 

Rat HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I do not think any long 
speech is necessary from any meml)er just to prove that the Bill is a 
highly retrograde and reactionary measure. 

Almost in every chapter of the Bill Government proiwse to take 
powers which will be subversive of local self-government in this 
country, not only powers to frame rules to supplement the Bill, but also 
power to substitute new rules for the Bill. 1 need point out only one 
section of the Bill. Clause 12 proposes that if the circumstances of any 
municipality are such that in the opinion of the lo(!al Government any 
of the provisions of this Act are unsuited thereto, the local Government 
may, by notification, except the municipality or any part of it from the 
operation of those provisions; and thereupon the said provisiont shall 
not apply to the municipality until applied thereto by notification. 
Then sub-clause ( 2 ) of the same clause says that while such exception 
as aforesaid remains in force,- the local Government may malm rules 
in respect of matters excepted Irom the operation of the said provimone. 
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A Haw fmliiloii of niloS| ihotofore, kt« been dlaeoTotod, w., rnlot not 
only to sofiiteinont tbe provisions of n Bill but also to snbstitnto tbem, 
and I think it may also be supposed that in the shape of rules other 
muiiicipal Bill can be prepared in the Secretariat behind the back of 
the Oonncil just to govern some muntcipalities and control their opera* 
tion in some important respects. The effect of this clause would be to 
empower Government to make rules which will supplant the Bengal 
Municipal Bill. Similarly in every chapter Government have taken 
unduly large powers of interference and control. 

Thus proceeding we find that so far as the municipal constitution is 
concerned, Government propose to interfere with the constitution by 
rules to regulate the franchise and “ any matter relating to candidatea 
for ” municipal employment **. 

Then as regards finance, Government of course do not propose 
that the municipal budget should be sanctioned by the Divisional 
Commissioners, hut go a step further and say that Government will be 
able to regulate the preparation of the budget and ** any matter relating 
to the municipal fund or proj>erty in respect of which the Act makes 
no or insufficient provision 

Then, again, take for instance, the question of assessment. Here 
also Government deprive the Commissioners of their existing powers, 
compel them to have it done by one of the nominated or rather listed 
assessors and even deny them the power to hear and decide applications 
for reduction of municipal assessment except in the presence of a person 
appointed by the local Government. 

Then, again, in the chapter on municipal taxation, Government 
propose to regulate any matter relating to taxes, tolls, fees or rates in 
respect of which this Act makes no provision or insufiScient provision. 

Then in the chapter relating to water-supply, lighting and drain- 
age, Government take powers even to enforce against the wishes of the 
Commissioners and the rate-payers such schemes as they think fit 
and to direct that any rates shall be levied or increased for that purpose. 

Then, again, towards the end Government take power not only to 
suppress a municipality and supersede the Commissioners but also to 
dissolve the existing body of Commissioners and supersede or take over 
any department of any municipality. 

These are powers hitherto unknown to municipal government and 
do not obtain, I believe, in any other municipal law prevailing in any 
advanced country. 

I do not wish to proceed further; I think I have sufficiently eluci- 
dated my point 
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"Tlia motion tknt leftve he giiren io introdnco a Bill to oosM^dato 
and amend the law relating to municipalities in Bengal was tlien put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYCt. 


AMaiM^irimamt, Mr. 0., 

AMf, Mibti Amulys OlMiit. 

AMefei MeuMI TaytetMMln. 

MkMiHiNaii, MMfaii. 

Ml, Maitfvi tayyse Suitaii. 

AH, Mr. Altai. 
mttrntt Mr. H. 

•Irlty, Mr. L 
OlMrlrtt, Mr. 0. a. 

OalMfi, Mr. D. J. 

Ot, Mr. K. C. 

Oty, Mr. a 0. 

OarniW, tlia Man'Hit Mr. j. 

Otttt, Mr. 0. a. 

Ohusfiavl, HaHji Mr. A. K. Abu Almiae 
Kban. 

Uaodt, Mr. t. W. 

Mae, Khan labadur Kail Zabirul. 

Maard, MajMMStiitrai niohard. 

HaeAynt, Mr. W. t. 

Nactain, Kban Mabadur Maufvl Muabarruf. 


Huq, MaMvl ehranral. 
damaa, Mr. F. I. 
a.lddan, Mr. H. JD. 

Lindaay, Mr. d. N. 

Maaib, Mr. tyad M. 

Marana, Dr. H. W. M. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

aabifn, tba Nan*bla Sir Abdmr*. 

Rabman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, tba Hon'Ma Mabarala Rabadiir 
Ktbaunlib Chandra. 

Ral Chaudhurl, Rabu Harleada. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. A. N. 

•alam, Khan Rahadur Mauivl Abdut. 
•arhar, Mautvl Allah Rufchah. 

•taphanaan, tba Han*bla Sir Hugh. 
Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Vtlllara, Mr. E. 

Waadbaad, Mr. d. A. 


NOES. 


Abamad, Maulvl Aalmuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Najmuddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Zannaar. 

Alay, Khan Rahadur t. Mahbaob. 
Macahl, Rabu Ramaa Chandra. 

Rahah, Maulvl Kadar. 

Ranarjaa, Dr. Framathanath. 

•anarjta, Rabu iatya Klahara. 

Ranarjaa, Mr. A. 0. 

Varraa, Ral tahib Fanahanan. 

Raau, Rabu dattndra Nath. 

Moaa, Rabu Rtjay Kriahna. 

Chakravarti, Rabu daflndra Chandra. 
Chakravarti, Mr. Ryamkaa. 

Ohakravarty, Rabu tudaraan. 

Dhattfrjta, Rabu umaa Chandra. 
Dhaudhurl, Maulvl laiyad Abdur Rab. 
Dhaudhuri, Ral Harandranath. 

Chaudhurl, Nawab Rahadur talyld Nawab 
AH, Khan Rahadur. 

Chaudhury, Maulvl Md. Nurui Hun. 
Chmadhury. Maulvl Failal Karim. 
Chundar, Mr. NIrmal Chandra. 

Mat, Or, Mahim Mahan. 

Oatta, Rabu Akhll Chandra, 

May, Rabu Rarada Fraaad. 

Matt, Ral Rahadur Fyart Uil. 

Cafur, Maulvl Abdut. 

Oancmy, Rabu KhaRan d r a Nath. 

Duba, Mr. F. N, 

Maldar, Mr. i, N. 


Haavaln, Maulvl Watiad. 

Nun, Mr. Mahbubul. 
daardar, Maulvl Aftab Hattaln. 

Khan, Rabu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvl Mahl Uddln. 

Lai Mahammad, Najl. 

Mahammad, Maulvl Ratar. 

Malty, Rabu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Rabu decamira Nath. 

Mittar, ilr Fravaah Chundar. 

Mukarjaa, Rabu Taraknath. 

Quadar, Maulvl Abdut 
Ralkat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Ray, Rabu Abanlah Chandra. 

Ray, Rabu Naeandra Narayan. 

Ray, Rabu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Rabu tataawrlpatl. 

Ray, Dr. Ridhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray, Raja Manllotl tlngh. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Ral Rahadur tatyandra 
Nath. 

tarkar, Rabu Hamanta Kumar. 

•arkar, Rabu NaHnlranJan. 

•atmaL Mr. R. N, 

•an Oupta, Mr. 4. M. 

•iniha, Mr. Arun Ch an dra . 

•uhravmrdy, Or. A. 

Tarafdar, Maulvl Rajib Uddm. 

Vatin, Maulvl Muhammad. 


The Ayfs being 39 and the Noes 60, the motion was lost. 
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TIM Hmi^ Maharai* KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY RHMilir 
af NMHat I<1 m« to move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Bengal Food Adulteration Act, 1919. 

The motion waa put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Thf HofilHe Maharaji KSHAUNiSH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
af Nadias I beg to move that the Bill be taken into consideration. 1 
hope the House will agree that this Bill is one which does not require 
a reference to a Select Committee. It contains only one clause, and 
the intention of that clause is shown in a clear and straightforward way 
in the Bill now before the Council. Section 15 of Act VI of 1919 pro- 
vides that no prosecution for an offence under that Act shall be insti- 
tuted without the order or consent in writing of the local authority con- 
cerned : it contains no provision for the chairman of a local authority 
exercising such powers on their liebalf, and the High Court has recently 
ruled in a case from Kurseong that the sanction of the Municipal 
Commissioners in meeting is requii-ed under section 16. As the 
members of this H(q|ise are well awart>, municipal bodies in the mufassal 
meet ordinarily only once a month, and it is extremely inconvenient to 
hold up prosecutions of which the cause may have arisen immediately 
^fter a meeting has lH*en held, for a whole month. Generally speaking, 
Iphe chairman of a local authority exeirises the powers vested in such 
authority subject to the proviso (hat he should not act in opposition to 
or in contravention of any orders passed by the local authority in meet- 
ing or exercise powers which are specifically reserved to the local autho- 
rity. This is laid down in the Bengal Municipal Act, section 44, wdiibi 
section 32 of the Lmal Self-Government Act enables the District Board 
subject to the control of Government to delegate powers to its chainnan. 
Obviously the power to institute prosecmtioiis is an executive power 
which may ordinarily be left to the discretion of a chairman of a local 
authority subject tx) the contn)l which such authority ran always exer- 
cise. We merelj^ propose in this smull Bill to make |K)wer for the chair- 
man to institute prosecutions in municipal areas under the Food 
Adulteration Act. Such powers have been asked for by more than one 
local authority, and I hope the Council will agree to pass this small 
Bill which is necessary in the interests of convenient administration. 

Before I formally move this I would ask your permission to alter 
dause 2 of the Bill which is merely a drafting change and has been 
made by the Legislative Department 

Mr. RRBilDBNT: You shall have to do it by an amendment 
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^ NaAlS Ym, Sir. 

To« motion that the Bill be taken into consideration was than .put 
and agreed to. 

Hft PRESIDENTS I propose to take the Bill clause by clause. I 
will first take clause 2 and then the preamble and clause L 

The question is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

ifiOlETARY It GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT M LODAt 
SALP^GOVERNMENT (Mn t« W« GoiSa)! Sir, may I have your 
permissioa to move that in place of the word “ after ** the word to " 
be substituted. This is a more correct drafting. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes, you have my permission. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Millivi SAYEDUL HAQUES That at the end of clause 2 of the 
Bill the following be added, namely: — 

* Such order or consent shall be in anticipation of sanction of the 
Commissioners of the Municipality to be obtained at a sub- 
sequent meeting. * ** 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question is that clause 2, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question is that the preamble stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

TIm NMPMa Milimtia KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY MMSsr 
#f NaMil I beg to move that the Bengal Food Adulteration (Amend- 
mmit) Bill, 19^, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Tki M ltH Mr HIICM tTintHMOMt I beg to move that tkia 
Coimeii recomitteiids to tke Governmeiit tkat tke Governmeiit ol Indis 
be moved to ahetaia from takiagr any measures for tke iaelueion of tka 
district of Sylket in tke Presidency of Ben^raJ on tke ground tkat the 
financial results would be injurious to Bengal. 

On the 19th of August Baku Akhii Chaiidra Datta moved a resolu* 
tion in this Council, which was passed, to the effect that the Govern*- 
ment of India be informed that the Council was in favour of the inclu- 
sion of the district of Sylhet in the Presidency of Bengal. On that 
occasion I explained the attitude of Government. We were entirely 
sympathetic to the sentiment behind this resolution but then we- 
wished to examine further what the resolution actually would mean 
if carried out and we felt that we had not before us at that time the 
data for examining the questions. I therefore expressed the intention 
of Government of abstaining from voting if the matter came to a divi- 
sion. Now, Sir, I do not want the Council to think from the form of 
my resolution that Government have in any way altered their views. 
The form is in a negative form mainly because an affinnative form 
would obviously not elicit any real debate, and what the Government 
of India wished to have is the reasoned opinion of this Council before 
they decided the question. We want to be (|uite sure that the Coun- 
cil, whatever vote they give, are not merely expressing a pious wish 
but are definitely undertaking u real responsibility. We now have the- 
figures supplied by the Assam Government and we have published all 
the papers and doubtless the members of the Council have studied them. 
There is no reason to suppose that the Assam figures are weighted in: 
either direction, nor is there any reason to suppose that the Assam 
Government are interested in making the deficit bigger than it really 
is, or on the other hand, that they are com^ling any deficit. We muat^ 
■o far as this Government is concerned, take the figures as given to us by 
the Assam Government. We have no other materials, and we must 
subject these figures to such examination on general principles as wr 
can. Now the Assam Government figures show a deficit of Rs. 4,31,0(10' 
in the district of Sylhet : that is to say, the actual expenditure on the 
administration of Sylhet is Rs. 4,31,000 more than the revenuea 
derived in that district. These figures do not include overhead charges 
of any kind ; they are merely district charges. Now we have examinedf 
these figures with the help of our Finance Department and we have 
gone on the principle that where there has been a continuous Hm or m 
continuous fall either in the receipts or the expenditure, the last year*# 
figure is taken, as, that obviously is the more correct, and where tW 
figures are more or less constant we have taken tke average. Working 
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4 »n t!ii» pmciple wilU I thiiik, l»e ngmtM by the Coimcil as i^n- 
nbla. The deficit according to us is slightly higher than that ^ven 
hy the Assam Government and I am prepared to give the reasons for 
this to anybody who desires to have them. We make out that the 
•deficit will actually be Es. 4,62,00(1. Whether the defimt will be 
Es. 4,62,000 or Rs. 4,31,000 according to the Assam Government, the 
^difference is smaU. But there are certain other figures which are not 
included in the Assam Government figures which we are bound to 
take into consideration in this connection. In the first place, the 
Assam Government figures were for the year 1923-24 that is up to the 
31 fit Man^h, 1924. Therefore it leaves out of account entirely the 
increased expenditure due to the recommendations of the Lee Gonimis- 
jion, as they did not come into force till Ist April, 1924. The same 
remark applies to certain readjustments in the matter of the Railway 
Police charges. The Assam Government figures also leave out the 
leave and superannuation charges paid in England on account of 
•officers employed in the Sylhet district. Further, the Assam Govern- 
ment now pays us Rs. 90,090 as contribution towards the cost of the 
High Ct>urt. I understand that the bulk of the work that comes from 
Assam to the High Court comes from the Sylhet district, and therefore 
I think the Assam Government will, if the district of Sylhet is tran-?- 
f erred, come up to us with a claim that the amount should be reduced 
possibly by at least half. Then there are certain other small increases 
in expenditure which should be taken into account, namely, the 
charges on account of the Legislative Council, extra printing charges 
tand possibly overhead charges. The addition of a large district like 
"Sylhet may necessitate slight increases in the establishment in the 
various offices such as the liCgal Remembrancer’s office and other offices. 
Well, adding these to the other established deficit, our Finance Depart- 
ment is of opinion that the actual deficit on account of the transfer 
-of Sylhet will not lie far short of Rs. 6 lakhs. 

Then there is another point. The Assam Government figures of a 
deficit of Rs. 4,31,000 liesides leaving out those various charges that T 
have just enumerated include the revenue and expenses of the Jaintia 
Pargunas. Now the Government of India in their letter, which has 
been published, have said very definitely that the question of the 
transfer uf the tTaintia Pargniias mu.st be decided not on any considera- 
tion of whether we want Sylhet or iu»t but on the sole consideration 
<if what is the most convenient geographical Iwundary. I do not know 
the country myself but I am informed that there is very little chance 
of the Jaintia Parganas being transferred with Sylhet. That of course 
I can only soy comes to me from people who do know that particular 
part of the country and who say that given that criterion the Jaintia 
Parganas will not be transferred. I think, therefore, that in oon^ 
aidering this question weJkave at all events to reckon on the possibility 
41 will even say probability) of our not enjoying the surplus of the 
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Jaintia Pai|^a8. Tha rarplaa from the Jaintia Farganai i» 
E«. 2,T9,OO0i We must therefore add Rs. 2,79,000 to tie deficit of 
the Sylhet dlstnct. Now, if we take over Sylhei district and do not 
get the Jaintia Parganas the deficit according to our figures will uuount 
to something over Rs. 8| lakhs. These are the figures of the Assam 
Government, they are not the Bengal Government figures but they aro 
based on the records of the Assam Government which are administei ini^ 
the district for the time l)eing. These figures of the Assam Gt>vern- 
ment have been impugned in a letter from Mr. Chanda which has been 
very widely circulated and published in the press. I have had the 
advantage of a long discussion with Mr. Chanda in company with the 
Finance Member and we have with him examined all the figures. We 
examined all the figures he has given us and told him how we got at 
our figures and we have listened to anything he had to say to show 
that any of those figures are wrong. I think I am not doing him any 
injustice when I say that he could not show that any of our figures are 
wrong. He said that the Assam Government figures must have omitted 
something. We went into his figures in his published letter and we 
examined them one by one and I am afraid that Mr. Chanda is asking 
US to base more on hope than it can possibly carry. 

There is nothing in Mr. Chanda's figures which really challenges 
the Assam Government figures except the statement that next year 
owing to the resettlement of the Ham there will be an increase of 
Rs, 1,26,000 in land revenue. I don’t know whether these are official 
figures which Mr. Chonda cited and 1 don't know how much of thesw 
estates that will be resettled are in the Jaintia Parganas and how much 
lie in the original district of Sylhet. But giving Mr. Chanda full 
credit for that and for any economy that may be possible owing to the 
Jaintia Parganas not coming over we still have a deficit of something 
like Rs. 7 lakhs. 

Now I want to emphasise the fact that it is not the object of this 
Government to make out a case against the taking over of Sylhet. So 
far as the taking over of Sylhet is concerned we have no objection. 
There will be, as far an I can see, no administrative difficulty and no 
administrative inconvenience; on the other hand I understand from 
Mr. Chanda that there will l>e no administrative advantage but there 
will be sentimental advantage and social advantage. Now all we want 
is that the Council shall realijBe what the exact consequence of taking 
over the Sylhet district is. The Government of India have definitely 
said that we cunnot hope for any assignment or any readjustment of 
revenue either from themselves or from Assam if we take over Sylhet, 
Therefore, the poeition is that if we take over Sylhet we have the recur* 
ring d^cit of Be. 7 lakhs. It is no use tiding to deceive ourselves by 
saying that we will find the Rs. 7 lakhs by economy elsewhere; we 
know we shan’t; we know what it actually means is that, taking an 
o|itiBiistic view, for two years we shall have to hold up all further 



Hi Qimkimnm I4« 

mhmam iiir ^nctiislwd ivettmftg ex^^ture in tliifl piwiiuse. Xi i« 
Mng nffed tha(t we e&onld not deeide a ({nestion of this kind by 
nofdid dnanoial oonsideraticniB and tbe advocates of taking over SyilMit 
nay eboftJd we reject a district that is now in Bengal if we found it 
nonid not pay. My answer to that is that the onus is on those who wish 
io alter the status quo, Sylhet has been in Assam since 1874 and if 
we want to alter that position then I only wish the Council to note the 
nxact consequence of it and what exactly is the price they will have 
to pay for it. If after full consideration the Council decide that the 
price is worth paying then their decision with the debate will be for- 
warded to the Government of India with whom the final decision rests 
and this Government will put no further obstacles in the way, but I 
do ask the Council not to decide this merely on the ground of sentiment. 
I do not wish to say a word against the proper weight that sentiment 
^ught to have in matters of this kind but what I want is that the 
Council should understand that this is not merely expressing a wish, 
a pious hope, that Sylhet will come over, it is a definite undertaking 
of the responsibility to meet 7 lakhs of rupees a year in order to 
take over Sylhet ; and do not let us deceive ourselves with the hope that 
we may scramble out of this. Mr. Chanda in talking it over suggested 
that we must first decide to take over Sylhet and then discuss the ques- 
tion of what the deficit is and how we are going to meet it. If it turns 
4mt that we can eventually reduce this deficit well and good but I want 
the Council to come to a decision as to whether they are prepared to 
take over Sylhet with the full knowledge that in all probability we 
ahall have to meet this deficit of Ils. 7 lakhs. . 

BalHI AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: The giound that is now urged 
Against the reunion of Sylhet w'ith Bengal is the financial deficit of the 
district. Speaking for myself I must admit that I am lal)Ouring under u 
great disadvantage us regards the figui-es for we have no information of 
our (xwn regarding them especially those funiished by the Government 
of Assam. Let us however examine them as to how far they are reliable. 
M e are told that according to the Assam Government’s figures the deficit 
is Rs. 4 lakhs and odd. When this matter was being discussed in the 
Assembly at Delhi the Assam Government’s representative stated that 
the deficit was only Re. 1 lakh. That is, Sir, the Assam Government’s 
first version — Re. 1 lakh, and not Rs. 4 lakhs, or, for the matter of 
that Rs, 7 lakhs. The Assam Government supplied Mr. Chanda with 
A stai^ent on the strength of which Mr. Coggrave made that 
Assertion in the Assembly. I must admit that after that a 
eecond revised statement was supplied by the Assam Govern- 
ment in which it was said that the annual deficit was 
Ms, 4 kkhs and odd. Now the question arises as to how this figure 
of Bs. 4 lakhs was arrived at. We are told that the average has b^ 
lihili of some years. We life told that the deficit of the fifylhel district 
Ihr mm was It. fi lakhs, in WHm Be. 4} lakhs : in 
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Bf. 2,74,000«pL wonia ixniM the »ti«Atioii o! ih$ 0»«iuiil \mt% Sir, to 
two tlujigs. Ito Srst the deficit is gradually deciaasiug. 1 I#ir; 
Sir, wlian tl4l is gradually decreaaiug frcua year to year is it fair 
to take tke awage from tbatP In tlie second plaoe the deficit lor 102^1421 
is tU. 2,74,00(1 as I have said hut we have not been supplied with the 
figures for 19244S5. This is one side of the shield ; now let us turn to 
the other side. We know that in Sylhet there is any amount of land 
temporarily settled. All lands are not permanently settled in Bylhei and 
the 11am settlement is going to take place very' soon which Mr. Chanda^s 
note tells us will give a revenue of about Rs. 1,25,000. 1 am not sure of 
the figure. The fact that the revenue will be uniformly and progressively 
expanding has been, I am afraid, wholly overlooked in considering the 
figures. 

Then we find there is a pargana in Sylhet called Mantalu. ^Ror reasons 
which I do not know the revenue of that pargana, although the land is in 
Sylhet, is paid in Bengal. The Assam figures do not include this amount 
of Rs. 52,000; the Assam figures also do not include another figure, 
namely, about Rs. 65,000, the share of receipts fi-om income tax and 
stamp duty accruing to Assam but paid in Bengal. The share of Sylhet 
in that is Rs. 51,000. I shall not take the Council through the details of 
these figures. All these details are known to the Hon’ble Member as he 
has admitted that he has discussed the matter with Mr. Chanda, and he 
has been furnished with Mr. Chanda’s statement. We find, therefore, 
that on account of these two items the revenue is not credited to Sylhet, 
and owing to certain increase that is expected, we have got to increase 
the revenue by Rs. 1,75,000. 

Then there is another item, stamps for instance. On m'count of the 
amending Act passed in 1922 increasing the stamp duty, there will be a 
saving of Rs. 84,000 under this head if Sylhet comes to Bengal, that lieing 
the amount paid to A.ssain out of the Sylhet lexenue. 

Taking all these facts into consideration, Mr. Chanda has shown that 
instead of a deficit, there will leally be a surplus of Rs. 119,000. These 
figures were supplied to the Assam Oovernment by Mr. Chanda and they 
were asked to challenge them. In reply Mr. Chanda was told by the 
Chief Secretary to the Assam Oovemment that the figures were being 
examined by the Assam Oovernment. They could not say that the figures 
were incorrect; they cmly replied that the figures were being examined. 
Since then, up till now, I have lieeri told by Mr. Chanda that the Assam 
Oovemment has not said that these figures are incorrei^t. 

A further objection has been raised belt? that there will be a rise in 
expendituie on account of the CommiosionV recommendatloiis, I 
sluiuld aai like to aay much on this point, bat I really fail to see how the 
mmtmd prospects of the tnembefa of the Civil and other Sprvioes me 
to aland to tiaa wey oi the transfer of Sylhet to Bengal. 
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Then about Jaintia Pargana, it has been said that geographically ihe 
transfer is nnddsirable. On this point, I have got a memorial here sub- 
mitted to the Viceroy by the people of that pargana. In that memorial 
they say that geographically the pargana constitutes a component part 
of Sylhet. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS Order, order. Tour reference to the Jaintia 
Pargana; does it arise out of the resolution? 

Ballll AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: One of the arguments raised by 
the mover is that if Jaintia is not transferred, then the deficit will be 
larger because in Jaintia there is a surplus; and the argument has been 
advanced that there is no possibilit}^ of Jaintia being transferred to 
Bengal, as geographically Jaintia could not come to Bengal. That was 
his argument. 

Of course, it has been very candidly admitted by the Honlde Mover 
that he does not know much of Jaintia, and therefore if he will allow me, 
I will tell him what is the opinion of the Jaintia people themselves. 
They say that geographically Jaintia is a part of Sylhet and not a part 
of the rest of Assam, and we must remember that there is a surplus of 
Bs. 2 lakhs there. 

Then, Sir, on the question of deficit it is a mere drop in the ocean ; a 
deficit of Rs. 8 lakhs according to the figures of the Bengal Government, 
a deficit of Rs. 4 lakhs according to the second statement of the Assam 
Government, and a deficit of only Rs. I lakh ac<‘ording to the original 
statement of the Assam Government, is, I say, a mere drop in the ocean. 

One word about theee figures ; we cannot pt)88ibly rely too much on 
these figures. T do not mean to suggest that they are dishonest figures, 
but what appeai-s to me is that there are so many figures from so many 
quarters on this particular matter, that it is quite clear that Government 
themselves do not know what the correct figures really are. 

The matter has been discussed in the licgislative Assembly and Mr. 
Cosgrave gave the first figures supplied by the Assam Government which 
gave a deficit of only Rs. 1 lakh. On another cM’casion the Ar^sam Govern- 
ment says the deficit was Rs. 4 lakhs; all I can say is that too much 
reliance cannot In* placed on these figures. Kven supposing that these 
figures are absolutely reliable, I still say that they ore a mere drop in the 
ocean. We know how lakhs and lakhs are squandered here and there apd 
everybere and u deficit of Rs. I lakh or Rs. 4 lakhs ought not to stand in 
the way of this transfer. 

We must remember that Sylhet was originally a part of Benagal ; was 
it in a state of deficit at the time it was taken over by Aasam? Ptima 
facUt there is no reaeon why Sylhet ought to be a deficit district We 
have not been told thal^there is anythriig extrmordinaiy or nnneunl in 
Sylhet which shonld make it a deficit distriet On the other hand, we 
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imow that llii^ are tamporariljr-rettiad estatre in Sylliat, and ihare are 
periodical ^ii^^leinente with the ireult that there i« a nae in rerenne. 
There musl^ ha Romething wrong nomewhere in the position of the Aaaam 
Oovernment regarding the figures. 

liustly, it has been said that if anylK)dy wants to retraiksfer Sylhet to 
Bengal the onus will l»e upon him. I should put it like this. We are not 
asking for anything new, we are asking only for the restoration of ‘the 
statu* f/ 1 /o, and if anybody opposes that, the onus is on that party. 

1 am only asking this C(»uiu*il and the people of Bengal not to perpe- 
tuate the injustice that has been done to Sylhet by separating it front 
Bengal. 

At this stage the Council was adjourned for ten minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Mr« W. L, TRAVERS: I should hesitate ordinarily to intervene 
in n debate of this description adhere sentiment is so much nssot'iated, 
were it not for two facts; first of all regarding m.vself, I have ret'ently 
been able to make personal inve.Mtigation and have talked to many 
gentlemen domiciled in Sylhet on this matter, and secondly in regard 
to the financial state of the qiiestion which has been adducsed by the 
Hon 'hie Member. First of all, I took the opinion of the educated 
Hindus upon this question of the transfer of Sylhet to this province. 

I found in talking to many Sylhet gentlemen that although it is true 
that there are a very considerable majority of their community in 
favour of it, yet there are a large number of Hindu gentlemen who 
object to this transfer . 

BelHi AKHIL CHANDRA OATTA: On a point of order. We are 
not concerned with other reasons; the resolution is conc/erned with one 
ground only, namely, the financial deficit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Travers you should confine your remark# to 
the terms of the resolution itself. The resolution is that objection be 
taken against the inclusion of Sylhet in the Presidency of Bengal on 
the ground that the financial results would be injurious to Bengal, 
and not on other grounds. 

Mr* W« L* TRAVERS: Do I understand that we are discussing 
only the financial aspect ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is so. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Very well, to refer only to the financial as- 
pect, the question is w'ho will be most greatly affected by this change in 
the long run. Surely there is only one reply to that, it will only affect 
the raiyaie, the cultivators both in this province and in Sylhet. In 
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tEi« province we know that to a great extent owing to lack of editca* 
tion we cannot obtain the opinion of a large majority of the people of 
Bengal. If they were able to express their opinion, would they «ay 
transfer Sylhet/' or would they say “ we should like the sum of Es. 7 
lakhs to be spent in furthering the betterment of water-supply or the 
social condition of the people Secondly, to look at it from the 
financial point of view of the raiyats in Sylhet alone, I am of opinion 
that in the smaller province of Assam the raiyats of Sylhet will obtam 
a lower taxation and owing to the smallness of the province, a greater 
attention from the Government of Assam than in this province. I 
am of opinion that for the present at any rate it would be wise for 
this Council to delay this matter until education is far more advanced 
so that we can obtain the real opinion of the people in the matter. 

Mtuivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I am not concenietl 
with the financial aspect of Sylhet, whether it is a deficit district or it 
is a growing district. I am much more concerned with the com- 
munity which I represent myself, I mean the Mussalman community 
of Bengal. At the present moment, if Sylhet comes back to Bengal, 
the proportion of Muhammadans in Bengal . 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order. You must confine yourself to 
the terms of the original motion. The motion deals with the objection 
to the inclusion of the district of Sylhet in the Presidency of Bengal 
on the ground that the financial results would be injurious to Bengal. 
You must confine your remarks to the financial aspect of the question. 

MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I am not going to 
speok about the financial aspect. 

Dr. H. W. S. MORENO: I should like to oppose the resolution of 
the Government as moved by the Hon’ble Member. After hearing 
the speeches of the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson and Babu Akhil 
Chandra Datta, I am driven to the conclusion that the old resolution, 
which the Council passed in Augpst last, should stand. We have 
heard the Hon’ble Member in charge, who quotes to us certain figures ; 
thoee figures have been openly disputed by the other side. An old 
wit has said that there are three things : first lies, next black lies and 
lastly statistics. I do not place much value on statistics, because 
statistics usually are a mere juggling with figures. If it be only the 
financial aspect which stands in the way, then I think very little has 
been said on behalf of the Government against the transfer of Sylhet 
to Bengal. It was originally in Bengal and unless and until it can 
be proved that there will lie a serious financial loss to the province 
as a whole, the old rs^lution of the Council should stand. The Gov- 
ernment are anxious to^^pend several crores of rupees for putting a 
lew rods of iron across the Hooghly, but they fight shy of including 
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SjUiet ia l|^gal for f«ar oi tKe Iom of a few lakhs. Their attitude 
seeais to h4 ^at of straining at a gnat while swallowing a camel, I 
submit, Sir« 4^at no strong case has been made out against the transfer 
so far as financial considerations are concerned, hence I am opposed 
to the resolution framed by the Government, 

TTia Hoil’Wa IMr MUCH STEI^HENSONs I had no wish in fnnning 
this resolution to exclude any general dim^ussion which any member . 
might have wished on this mutter and I may iwint out that it is Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta who ha** objected to the discusnion of the matter on 
other than financial grounds only. Well, Sii, there has no* lieeu, 1 think, 
anything in the debate, since I s]K>Ve last, which really alters iny 
position. The last ^l|)eake^ displayed a financial insouciance which is 
exactly what I do not want the House to follow. Turning Hahu 
Akhil Chandra Datta’s argument, he said that at Delhi the Assam 
representative placed the deficit at Us. 1 lakh and now the Assam Gov- 
ernment are placing it at Us. 4 lakhs and that, therefore, the Assam 
figures are unreliable. Well, Sir, at that time it w'as known generally to 
the Assam Government that Sylhet w’as a deficit district, since then they 
have gone into actual figures and now* they have given us the actual 
figuies of deficit. Then, Sir, Babu Akhil Chandra DaHta haa 
practically mlmitted that he does not understand the figures and so 
far as I can see the whole of his sipeech is merely a rei)etition of 
Mr. Clianda*s letter and in the long run it amounts to exactly the 
same thing as Mr. Chanda’s argument, namely, let us trust to Pro- 
vidence to help us and wait for something to turn up. The main 
aigument of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta is that three years ago the deficit 
was Us. t< lakhs, two years ago Us, 4 lakhs and last year it was Us. 2 lakhs, 
and that therefore this year it must Ije nil. But I would ask the Council 
whether that sort of argument is the sort of thing which the Council 
ought to accept when they are coming to a serious deidsion. It is, 
as 1 have said, placing more on hope than it is normally able to carry. 
We have got the ax tuul figures taken from the Government accounte^ 
and I submit there is no reason to supiwwe that the figures w’e have 
iec*eived are incorrect. I think in deciding whether we are grdng to 
take over Sylhet or not, we should proceed on the bosis of the informa- 
tion before us as to what it is going to cost us. Then, Sir, Babu Akbif 
Chandra Datta has alluded to the rise in receipts last year ; this is an 
example of certain pitfalls which we must guard against: the last 
year’s figures which show a considerable increase of revenue under 
** Land Revenue ” include considerable arrear collection which wae 
responsible for an increase of something over Re. 1 lakh. Then Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta claimed something like Rs. 50,000 revenue which 
ought to have been paid in Sylhet, but which was paid in Bengal,, 
that is beside the point, it will not mean any extra receipts if we take 
over Sylbet; whether the money is rightly paid in ^ngal or not, 
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liave got it and it will not be an additional receipt; all we can say 
in that if we don't take over Sylhet, they might possibly set up a claim 
that we should pay to them that amount instead. In any case it does 
not affect the deficit. Then, Sir, he goes on with Mr. Chanda's letter 
and alludes to expected receipts on account of income-tax earned in 
Sylhet but paid in Bengal. Well, Sir, we receive a certain share of 
the income-tax collected by the Government of India and that share 
is limited to a certain percentage on the collection over the standard 
figure. And if we take over Sylhet we ehall not get one pice from the 
Government of India. The whole of the income of Sylhet will go to 
the Government of India and owing to the fact that 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask the Hon'ble Member 
if the standard figure is fixed or based on percentage? 

The Hoft’Ue Mr. d. DONALD: The standard figure at the present 
moment is based on the figures of 1920-21 and the Government of 
India get the income-tax on that standard figure; and if there is any- 
thing over the wtandard figure we get a certain percentage of that. 

Tilt Hon’ole Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Then it is said that we 
will gel about Us. 84,000 from the stamp duty if Sylhet is taken over, 
but if you read Mr. C’handa's letter you will find that the stamp 
revenue is earmarked for a special purpose, namely, water-supply, and 
for this pui^wse lls. 1,36,000 has been allotted to Sylhet. I can find 
no trace of this payment in the figures submitted by the Government 
of Assam. If then we take over Sylhet, and if we have to give a 
definite promise to give this lls. Us. 1,36,000 to Sylhet, then the 
deficit must Ik* increased by this amount. Then, Sir, Babu Akhil 
Cbnndin Dattu asks why should there be a deficit at all? But as a 
matter of fact it is a deficit district and we are asked whether we are 
prepared to pay some Us. 7 lakhs for the purpose of taking it over and 
1 do ask the Council not to de<'ide anything without full consideration 
of what it means. If the Council think that it is worth while, by all 
means let the change take place. But do not vote in favour of taking it 
over in the hope that aftera-ards some arrangement may be made to 
get rid of the deficit. My whole object has been to give the Council 
certain facts to enable it to come to a reasoned decision on the point — 
are we prepared to take over the Sylhet district at a considerable cost 
to us, and if we are, I have nothing more to say. 

Dr. ilDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I inquire of the Hon'ble 
Member whether Sylhet was a deficit district in 1879? 

TN Hen'bl. tir HU6 h tTEPHENtON: That 1 cannot possibly 
lay. 
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taking any iHeasuioa lor the inclnsion of the Sylhet distriet in Bengal 
was then and a division taken with the foBowiiig result:^ 
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The Jlyee heing 46 and the 5oee 64, the motion was lost. 
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Tim HonlH§ Mr. i, DONALDg I beg to move that tbia Conneil re- 
commends to the GoTernment to accept the principle that the local 
Government should contribute towards the cost of the Bally Bridge 
with a view to the provision of roadways for ordinary traffic. 

I have no doubt that hon'ble members of this House are aware 
that it is the intention of the railway authorities to build a railway 
bridge across the Hooghly near Bally, about 7 miles north of Calcutta, 
in connection with the Calcutta Chord Railway. This is not a new 
scheme, it is indeed an old one, and the subject of alignment, water- 
ways, railway approaches came under the consideration of Government 
more than 10 years ago. When the railway project first came up in 
1915, the President of the Bally People’s Association asked Government 
to provide a roadway along the railway bridge. Inquiries were then 
made as to whether the local authorities in the neighbouring munici- 
palities and district boards would contribute anything towards the cost 
of the project, but there was very little response. The war then held 
up the scheme till 1921, Then came along the Coininittee which dealt 
with the problem of rapid transportation in and around Calcutta, and 
they gave it as their opinion that the Howrah Bridge was insufficient 
to meet requirements at the present time, and they recommended the 
provision of a roadway over the Bally Bridge. About this time the 
railway authorities asked us whether n)adways should be provided over 
the bridge, and we asked them how much it would cost. They answer- 
ed that the cost of providing two roadways and two footpaths would 
amount t(» Ks. 12G lakhs. We decided, and replied, that it was desir- 
able to provide the roadways, but in saying so to the railway authorities 
we added that our opinion should not be regarded as conveying any sort 
of undei>itanding that the local Government would finance these road- 
ways, should they 1)€ required eventually. We understood then that 
the bridge would be designed with the object of utiliEing the proposed 
roadways as railway tracks later on if occasion arose. In the beginning 
of 192d, we were told that a railway bridge carrying \wq lines was suffi- 
cient for railway requii'ements and that if nmds w'ere required we 
should liuve to pay (or them; there was no intention of subsequently 
utilixing them for railw'ay tracks, and if we did not pay for the roads, 
they w’ould not be incorporated in the design of the bridge. We com- 
mented then on the high cost of the proposed roadways — Rs. 126 lakhs, 
and said that w‘e could not afford to pay so much and asked if it could 
not be done cheaper. After some time we were informed that, owing 
to the price of steel work having diminished and to various modifica- 
ticms in the design, the figure would be Rs. 46 lakhs. Our opinion 
was that Rs. 46 lakhs vtaa too much. Bo we dropped the idea. Ijet it 
be remembered that this figure related only to the cost of the roads. It 
was the price to be paid over and above that required for the bridge as 
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• nulwsy gtdge ouly, ia order to piwrido tor rewib. A« I My. m 
tkoogbt it IM much aad dropped it. But tlio people of Balliy would 
not allow tiu matter to rest, and they approached us a^rain and asked 
us to see that roadways were provided. We accordingly again tackled 
the railway aathorities and asked them if it could not be done cheaper; 
in their reply, they gave us the estimate on which I now make this 
motion. The figure which the railway authorities now give us as to 
the cost of the roadways and two footpaths is Rs. 24} lakhs, t>., for 
complete roada^ays on the bridge. But we could do without all the 
roadways in the fiiat instanc*e. What is first wanted is the incorpora- 
tion in the bridge of the structure necessaiy^ to carry roadways. The 
prof)osal is for two roadways, one on either side of the track. We 
could have the structure necessaiy’ for these rtiadways only and do no 
more if we did not have the money to complete it. The incorporation 
ol the necessary structure would cost Rs. 18} lakhs. In any case a-e 
need not commit ourselves to having two roads until trafiic demands it. 
We could noa" build one roadway over the bridge with an approach on 
either side of the river — one into Bally, at the other end into Bara- 
nagur. Hujiees 11 lakhs is the sum required to add the two roads to the 
main structure as designed to carry roads and half of that a^ould do for 
one road only. We could for the present have only one road and build 
the second one when traffic demands it. Then, we must have approaches 
on both sides of the river wliich will cost roughly about Rs. 7 lakhs. 
So we could start, with one mad at a cost of Rs. 26 lakhs. liCt me 
emphasize that all these figures refer only to the mads and have no- 
thing to do with what the (Government of India or the railway autho- 
rities will have to jMiy for building the bridge as a railw’ay bridge only, 
I’he figure is over and alK)ve what the railway authorities will have to 
pay lor a purely railway bridge. There is nothing in it which the 
Uovernmeiit of India would have to pay for themselves in the construc- 
tion of the bridge. Then there is maintenance. For tile two roadways 
the figure is Rs. 9,0(K) annually. For one mad it would be Rs. 4,5(K). 
The total cost of one road would l>e Rs. 26 lakhs which we would not 
have to pay out of revenue; we would Wrrow the sum. The annual 
charge on this would he about Rs. 1,60,(KK). It is hardly possible to 
aay now what traffic there would l>e over the bridge when it is first con- 
structed, but if we make a slight comparison with trafiic over the How- 
rah Bridge, we can take it that the trafiic would l)e such that we could 
raise about Rs. 50,060 from tolls. I would not be unduly optimistic 
and would not re<*kon on more than this al the outset. Taking this 
figure then the liability on our revenues would be a little over Rs. 1 
lakh only. As trafiic increases, that liability will diminsh, and later 
on we could build the other mad as trafiic demands. 

This is not a very expensive scheme for a bridge. We could never 
expect to build a bridge over the Hoogbly at anything like this figure. 
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We are getting a great opportoaity of btiil4iiig a bridge across the 
river at a very cheap rate — at the cost of a few lakhs oaly, whereas if we 
had to build a bridge ourselves, the sum would run into crores. It may 
be said that as we are getting a new Howrah Bridge, that will improve 
communications, and that the Bally Bridge is not wanted at all. Wliat 
I have gathered about the feeling in regard to the Howrah Bridge is 
that the new bridge must be constructed as cheaply as possible at the 
least possible cost. If that is so, you will get a bridge sufficient for 
presentHiay needs, but it will not suffice for conditions prevailing not 
many years hence. But leaving aside any consideration affecting 
Howrah Bridge, can anybody say that a single bridge is sufficient for a 
large industrial and commercial area stretching miles up and down the 
Hooghly on both sides of the river I' It is unthinkable. In any other 
city only one bridge connecting the two sides of the river dividing the 
industrial areas would be considered hopelessly inadequate. Two, 
three, even four, bridges would not be considered too many, and the 
time will come when Calcutta will have to be connected with Howrah 
and the other areas on the west bank of the Hooghly by more than one 
bridge. Look at the delay, the extravagance and waste involved in 
carrying goods from Bally and the north all the way down to the 
Howrah Bridge and then away up north again to the north of Calcutta. 
The congestion is bad enough — it will be worse in future. Now we 
have got an opportunity of getting a bridge at a cost trifling as against 
the expenditure which will have to \\e incurred later on if we have to 
build another bridge. If we miss this oppoHunity, we shall never get 
it again. The railway authorities are going to build this bridge for 
railway traffic and if we say that we will help them by a contribution 
they will allow us to build roadways across that bridge for vehicular 
traffic. If we lose this (‘haiice, the opportunity will go for ever. We 
have waited for four years to give an answer to the Railway Board and 
they cannot wait any longer. We must decide at once as to what we 
are going to do. We must decide this to-day and we must tell the Gov- 
ernment of India to-day whether we will take this opportunity of hav- 
ing a good bridge at a very low cost. It is now for the Council to say 
whether they will take advantage of it. 

Dr. H. W. i. MORiMO: May 1 ask the Hon’ble Member whether 
there would be one roadwray over the bridge? 

Tile Honlllf Mr. d. DONALDS The bridge would be designed to 
have two roadways, one on either side, the railway lines being in the 
centre. 

Or. H. W. B. MORBNOs Two roads connecting the same area? 

THe Mr. 4. DONALDS Tee, 
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m. MiInIELL FOilREiTilli May 1 a^ tka Mambar 

if this bii(i|||i ia ta carry two wings P 

Hit HMlitlt Mr. J. DONALD: That ia ao. 

•ir PROVAiH CHUNDER MITTERl The laaolutiou moved by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Donald ia that this Council recommends to the Gov- 
erument to accept the principle that the local Government should con* 
tribute towards the cost of the Bally Bridge with a view to provide 
roadways for ordinary traffic — vehicular and pedestrian. Sir, in his 
speech he took particular care to explain what the cost of the Bally 
Bridge would be but so far as I could gather I have not heard anything 
on the question of principle referred to in the Resolution. Sir, there 
aie some difficulties that I feel on the question of principle and 1 hope 
that my Hon’ble Friend in his reply will explain them. The first point 
to which I desire to draw the attention of the House is this : The Bally 
Bridge* admittedly is a railway measure so far as the immediate railway 
traffic is concerned and it is undoubtedly the duty of the railway to 
provide for the cost of the bridge. We are on common ground there. 
We are not asked to pay anything for the cost of what is the immedi- 
ate necessity for railway traffic but we are asked to contribute towarda 
the cost of roadways for fHulestrian and vehicular traffic. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYS On a {Hiiiit of order, 8irP May 1 
know whether Sir Provash ('huiider Mitter is moving an amendment P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is <|uite plain that it is not a point of urder» 
Mr. Roy. 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, the pedestrian and vehi- 
cular traffic over the bridge will undoubtedly lH»iiefit the railways — will 
undoubtedly add to their traffic and from that point of view it is some- 
thing which one would ordinarily expect the railway to pay for. In 
the past so far os my limited knowledge goes in most railway bridges 
pedestrian traffic is provided for and als<» in some cases vehicular traffic*. 
Therefore, on a ciuestion of principle, it cannot be taken as well-accept- 
ed, in ever>' case that the IcK-al Government should pay for pedestrian 
and vehicular traffic. Now, assuming that the principle is accepted by 
Government — assuming that the loctal Government should pay because 
the local public will get some benefit, I would put it to my Hon’ble 
friend opposite. Does the Government of India propose to apply the same 
principle in the case of the Howrah Bridge? In the cjwe of the Howrah 
Bridge undoubtedly the Im^al public will be benefited but I can assert 
with etiual confidence that the Government of India which will ba 
realixing perhaps 18 to 20 crores from this town of Calcutta will be 
substantially benefited. Will the same principle l)e applied in the case 
of the HowTah Bridge? Another question to my hon’ble friend. Under 
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Mction of the Bailway Act it u provided that aatwithitaiidiiig 
anything to the contrary in any enactment or in any agreement or 
award based on any enactment the following rules shall regulate the 
levy of taxes in respect of railways and from railway administrations 
in aid of the funds of local authorities^ namely — railway administra- 
tion shall not be liable to pay any tax in aid of the funds of any local 
authority unless the Governor-General in Council has, by notification 
in the official Gasette, declared the railway administration to be liable 
to pay the tax Now a railway running through a district does not 
pay a single pice by way of taxes — such as road-cess or public works 
cess — to the District Board — a railway which has valuable constructions 
within a municipality stands on a substantially different footing from 
ordinary rate-payers in the matter of payment of municipal taxes. I 
ask you seriously is it just and proper that the railway administration 
which gets every benefit from the local administration not to pay its 
just dues? If it comes to a question of principle and justice, it is only 
fit and proper that the railway administration should make suitable 
liontribution to the local bodies for the advantages they enjoy. When 
justice is done to the local bodies, it will be time for the railway 
administration to come forward and make this demand. Thei'e is 
another aspect of the question affecting the principle. We all know 
that Bengal is financially very badly off. 

We all know that the local Government can hardly carry on and 
discharge its just responsibilities towards the people of Bengal. In 
this state of the finances of Bengal has the Government of India done 
justice to Bengal? Hus the Government of India which is responsible 
for the g<»od government of India including my province, namely 
Bengal, shown a legitimate desire to discharge that responsibility by 
I lacing the local Government of Bengal in funds? So far as w^e are 
aware that desire has been singularly absent. Sir, we find our pro- 
vince steeped in ignorance, villages without drinking abater and the 
middle classes without employment. Hus the Government of India 
which is ultimately responsible for the good government of the i)eopIe 
of Bengal shown any alacrity to place adequate resources at the dis- 
posal of the Government of Bengal to enable that Government to dis- 
charge its duties towards them? If it had done so, if it had placed 
the Government of Bengal in funds, we should not have grudged the 
few lakhs now required. Sir, I am one of those who believe that 
additional arrangements in the bridge for vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic will undoubtedly benefit the local public. By local public ** 
1 do not mean merely the people of Bally. I mean a good portion of 
the town of Calcutta, a good portion of the commercial and mercantile 
interests of Calcutta and also many town on this side of the river, 
but the interests of tbeM localities compared with the vast interests 
«ol the province are not very large. Here is a proposition by which we 
are asked to take money from the general tax-payer of the province 
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and wa are pi[ed to Tot« m a qaestioa of |^iiei|da. 1 skoaU lil» to 
hear more the juetification of this prmoiple. 1 find that my 

Hon'ble fridnd/ the Finance Member, is shaking his. head, perhaps he 
is ashamed hi his handiwork, perhaps he now thinks that the introduc- 
tion of the Word ** prinei|de ** in the drafting of the resolution is 
something which should not have been done. But better late than 
never. 

Shortly, the point is this — that no case has been made out by iny 
hon’ble friend in his opening speech by which he can convince us that 
we should pay for the roadways on the Ball^* Bridge. If we hear 
further arguments in this connection we will give the matter further 
consideration. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs May I ask the Hon’ble Mover 
of the resolution os to what is the exact amount that we are asked to 
contribute towards the construction of the roadways, whether it is 
a lump sum contribution or an annual one; and if an annual one, for 
what period? 

The Hofl’bit Mr. d. DONALDS The amount would be met by a 
loan spread over about 50 years, involving an annual charge of about 
Bs. 1} lakhs. 

Ral SMiib RANCH AN AN BARM A: In the United Provinces also 
there are railway bridges on which there or© roadways for wheeled 
and vehicular traflfic. Muy I know if the United Provinces Govern- 
ment contribute something towards the construction and maintenance 
of the roadways on the bridges there? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. 4 . DONALD: I am sorry I have no information 
on this point. 

Bobu DEVI PR08AD KHAITAN. The question that arises out of 
the resolution and as enumerated by my hon’ble friend Sir P. C. Hitter 
is in fact one that would ordinarily go to the root of the whole matter, 
namely, the question of the principle that the local Government should 
contribute towards the cost of the Bally Railway Bridge with a view 
to the provision of roadways for ordinary traffic. I understand Sir 
P. 0. Hitter to mean that although it might be desirable to have 
roadways for ordinary traffic attached to the Bally Bridge this House 
should not commit itself to the principle that the local Government 
should always contribute towards the cost of railway bridges in order 
to provide for roadways. Personally speaking, Sir, I cannot under- 
stand why the Government resolution has been worded in this manner. 
It would, perhaps, be sufficient to have asked this Council in the cir- 
cumstances relating to this question that in as much as the Govern- 
ment of Bengal has been unable to get the Government of India pay 
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fer ih« oonftruotion of rotdways to be attecbed to the Bally BaUway 
Bridge this Council ehould recommend to the Government tbat as a 
special case sucb expenses should be contributed. I do not know if 
at this stage my hon’ble friend Mr. Donald can alter the resolution in 
odrer to make it more acceptable to the House. If it were possible 
perhaps the objection that has been raised by Sir P. C. Mitter would 
at once disappear. 

As regards the question as to whether the local Government should 
contribute towards the provision of roadways or not it depends really 
on the endeavours that the Government of Bengal has made to induce 
the Government of India or the railway authorities to follow the usual 
procedure of providing for roadways attached to railway bridges as 
exist in the case of the bridges at Benares, at Allahabad and several 
other railway bridges which need not be mentioned. I hope and trust 
that the Government of Bengal has put forth suflScient endeavours to 
induce the railway authorities to follow the same principle. It would 
be better if the Government took the House into confidence and stated 
what endeavours they have in fact made in the matter. So far as the 
question itself is concerned I believe the House will not be prepared 
to give up roadways attached to the Bally Bridge. There can be no 
doubt that it is a matter of great iinportanee to have roadways attached 
to a bridge. The provision of roadways on the Bally Bridge has 
always been of great iinportaiic«» in coming to a decision about the 
Howrah Bridge. Calcutta is no doubt expected to expand towards the 
north. If it does, it is very necessary apart from commercial interests 
to have a link for vehicular traffic as proposed apart from road traffic 
between Bally and Calcutta. It would not only help jute and other 
stuffs to come from the western side to the eastern side, to Shambasar, 
Haikhola to Cossipore, etc., but it would also help those living on the 
western side of the river without having to come across by way of 
walking Barabasar, etc. It will surely relieve the congestion of traffic 
that ordinarily prevails on the Howrah Bridge and this traffic will no 
doubt expand unless there be another connecting link between Calcutta 
and Howrah. Personally speaking I feel that not, only two bridges 
are reejuired to connect Howrah and Calcutta but three or four 
bridges should l)e necessary in order to give the necessary facilities 
to traffic. In this fact of the matter I believe the House should not 
for ever give up the possibility of having roadways attached to the 
Bally Bridge. 

As to whether this resolution should be accepted in its present 
wording or not is surely a matter on which Government ought to 
enlighten us further. It may perhaps be possible for my friend the 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald to withdraw the present resolution and bring it 
in a better and more suitable form in the January session next year. 
If it is not possible to"*Uo so I hope, Sir, you will be able to give 
permission to Mr. Donald to alter the resolution in order to get rid 
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of tbe ftbcmt t)ie principle so thnt it may be more aooeptaUe 

to the Honib* But I strongly fee! that the House should not give up 
the hope of having roadways attached to the Batty Bridge because if 
this opportdnity is lost I fear that we lose the opportunity for ever. 

The Hon’Ma Mr# d. DONALD l If it is permissible, Sir, and it 
would avoid discussion on the principle, 1 u’ould like to have the 
resolution amended in the form in which it was originally sent in 
from the Public Works Department. 

Mrg PRESIDiNT: If the original form was disallowed, 1 cannot 
of course allow it now. However, please write out your amended 
resolution and have it handed over to me when I will consider it. 

Dr. DIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: It is an irony of fate that the 
Uon'hle Mr. Donald should have brought forward his resolution im- 
mediately after the Hoirble Sir Hugh Stephensfin’s. There one 
Member of (government was pleading ** do not take Sylhet because 
it is a deficit distru’t ; we have not g(d the money to pay.*' Here 
Mr. Donald says have another roadway at a commitment of Rs. 1} 
lakhs for the next 50 years." Sir Hugh Stephenson said that Mr. 
Chanda had built upon hope, that although the deficit which was Rs. 6 
lakhs years ago has become Rs. 3 or 4 lakhs in 1923 and last year 
it was only Rs. 2 lakhs, although Mr. Chanda thinks it may be nothing 
in future, yet do not depend on hope. Mr. Donald says “ on the 
other hand, it may be that if the traffic increase we may realise more 
from tolls on those who use the bridge* — perhaps by the imposition of 
octroi taxes." 

I have heard Mr. Khaitan verj' carefully and his proposition no 
one disputes. There is one roadway now, if there are 10 roadways to 
connect the two sides of the river it will certainly facilitate the trans- 
port of goods and people who travel from one side of the river to the 
other. The question is, can we put this principle into practice under 
the present conditions P Is it possible for any member of the Council 
to agree to a proposal of practically putting by Rs. 1} lakhs for the 
next 40 or 50 years when there is no money for more urgent proposals 
which are necessary for the good of the people of this country. I 
know, if such a suggestion were made to Mr. Donald his reply will be, 
at least I can prophesy, what it will be. He will say " where is your 
scheme?" This is the answer he gave last time when a similar pro- 
posal was put before him for acceptance. 

May I ask the Hon'ble Member, who are the people that arc likely 
to benefit immediately by the creation of the bridge? Is it not a 
fact that the great number of people who will be benefited by this 
scheme are those mill people living in Bally, Serampore, etc., on one 
side of the river and those living on the other side in Bamagore and 
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the mill areae* The ereatioa of a bridge will facilitate the tran^Kirt 
of their goodn. I« there any proposal to ask these big mill-owneta tc 
contribute towards (he cost of the bridge. I asked Mr. Donald if he 
thought it possible to raise Rs. If lakhs in tolls from the people whose 
goods will travel over the bridge, but he had no data on which he 
could depend and give me this assurance. 

My friend, Mr. Ehaitan, said that it will relieve the congestion 
on the Howrah Bridge. I think no one doubts that. But to what 
extent? My next point is that the Hon'ble Mr. Donald is asking us to 
agree to a principle, the principle being that there should be a bridge 
with a roadway. I feel that the moment we agree to the principle, 
we commit ourselves to the expenditure of a certain amount of money. 
Sir, if we tell the Government of India that we agree to the principle 
of having a roadway, it would mean that the Government of India 
will have to put heavier joists and girders so as to carry the extra 
roadway on either side of the railway lines, and I am sure the Gov- 
ernment of India are not going to depend on the principle and not 
ask us to pay our share for the cost of the heavier joists. Therefore, 
it is not a question of accepting any principle, but the question is : 
Can we under (the present circumstances afford to pay from the 
Bengal Government Rs. 1| lakhs annually for the next 40 years, for 
the purpose of connecting by a bridge two portions on either side of 
the river, when we know nothing of the amount of the traffic which 
will pass over it. I would ask the Hon^ble Member to give us the 
figures, as it will convince us that the traffic is sufficient to enable the 
Government to realise Rs. 1} lakhs in tolls; but the Hon’ble Member 
is not sure of these figures. Therefore, under these circumstances, 
I, and others who feel like me, would strongly oppose this motion. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. C. C. Doy): I beg to move formally an amendment to 
the resolution which stands in the name of the Hon^ble Mr. Donald. 
I beg to move that the words “ to accept the principle ** be omitted. 
The amended resolution would then read ns follows: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the Ijocal 
Goveniment should contribute towards the cost of the 
Bally Railway Bridge with a view 1o the provision of road- 
ways for ordinary traffic.** 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I admit the amendment. The debate will now 
prot'eed on the new draft. 

Dn BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY I Will those members who have 
already spoken on the original motion be allowed to speak on the 
Hintruded resolution now before the CouncO ? 
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Mr. PlUMlOENTi A member will om'teuly be allowed to additoo 
new argnmipte but not to repeat old ones. 

Milllvj Wi^HEO HOiiAINs So far ajs the queetion of Bally Bn<%e 
is concerned, I think, there is some doubt, at least in my mind, as to 
whether the construction of this bridge will lessen the ct>st of construc- 
tion of the Howrah Bridge. I raise the question, because this is directly 
connected with the question of cost of construction of the Howrah 
Bridge. I understand that the Howrah Bridge requires Its. 13J lakhs 
annually and the construction of the Bally Brid]ge— I mean the foot- 
paths — will require Rs. 46 lakhs and Its. 2 lakhs for upkeep. Now, there 
are two proposals before the House — one is under the (»nsideration of 
the Select Committee on the Howmh Bridge Bill and the other is that 
if we pay Rs, 2^ lakhs for one bridge whether it will have a direc t 
effect of lessening the cost of the other bridge, i.e.. the Howrah Bridge, 
or of lessening the dimension of the bridge as originally proposed by 
the Committee of Engineers up])ointed in 1912 and subseciuently by 
another Committee of Engineers who iwommended the construction of 
the bridge which is now under consideration. 1 can understand one 
thing, Sir, if the construc'tion of the Bally Bridge will lead to the 
reduction of the amount of cost recjuired for the Howrah Bridge, then, 
of course, it is a consideiation which we may take c'ogniaance of, hut 
if we are re<iuired to pay twice — once for the Bally Bridge and again 
for the Howrah Bridge — then the question assumes a serious asiMH^t. 
No doubt it is admitted that the construction of pathways attached to 
the Bally Bridge will divert a considerable portion of traffic from 
Calcutta and in that case it ought necessarily (i» follow that the How- 
rah Bridge need not be of that dimensicm and would not therefore 
involve that amount of expenditure. But w'e are not in {masession 
of any facts, neither have we any information on this point, ri>., 
whether the one will i^ct on the other. When we know this, then it 
will be for us to consider whether we are going to two instalments 
of payment for two bridges, 

Mr* C« B« CHARTRES: This resolution brings forward an aspect 
which to my mind is extremely imixirtant not only to Calcutta but to u 
very large area of Bengal. The traffic in this area has increased at a 
rapid space during the last 20 or tfO years, and if the rata of increase 
in traffic continues it is not one bridge that will be required in the next 
50 years, but two or more bridges — and* the i>oint about this resolution 
is ^at it seems to give us an opportunity of getting a second bridge 
over the Hoogbly at a very, very low f;ost to Bengal, If the oppor- 
tunity is missed now, as the Mover has said, it will never recur, and 
the reason for that is that in order to provide the extra accommodation 
in the bridge the original plans for the bridge and the designs must 
be made so as to incorporate the extra dimensions and the extra strength 
required to accommodate road traffic as well as railway traffic. 
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Secottdly, tbe whole design of the bridge must be dealt with Irratt the 
foundation upwards. It is not a question of merely providing some steel 
work but it has got to be thought out and applied ah initio, from the 
very start, and as we all know the proposal to build this bridge has 
recently been sanctioned by the Secretary of State, and the railway 
authorities have already appointed a special Engineer to start with the 
at^tual ere<!tion of the bridge. So, if this alteration in the new design ' 
is to be made, there is not a minute to be lost. It is not a question of J 
haring the discussion next session. I understand that the designs are 
already very well forward and if this alteration is to be incorporated, 
it will have to be done at once. The start on a new design will have 
to be taken in hand immediately. The consequence is that this Council 
is now asked to make up its mind as to the desirability and the neces- 
sity for this expenditure. Everybody who has so far taken part in 
the debate has admitted* the necessity or rather the desirability for the 
provision of this accommodation. The amount of traffic that has now 
to make a detour in order to get from one side of the river to the other 
is very considerable, and in estimating wdiat it would cost Bengal to 
have this bridge built, we have got to allow' a very large credit for the 
very large saving which will accrue to all users of that bridge. At the 
present moment bullock carts have to go round by Howrah in order to 
get to the other side of the river and I should imagine that the actual 
advantage to the users of carts and lorries after the bridge is built 
would be very considerably more than Hs. IJ lakhs per annum 
which it is estimated the bridge will cost Bengal. There is a second 
pro]x)w\l which, 1 understand, the Hon’ble Mover had in his mind, 
and tliai was if tliis Council anthorisecf Government now to contribute 
towards the cost of the bridge, Government would tell the railway autho- 
rities that they must include in their designs for tbe bridge the necessary 
provisions for carrying the road traffic — but that does not mean neces- 
sarily that we commit the Government now to provide the whole cost of 
building a complete bridge at once. As far as I understand! the actual 
alterations which the railway authorities will have to make in order to 
provide this accommodation is Rs. 1(3} lakhs, and that is the first pay- 
ment the locul Government will be called upon to make probably within 
the next two or three years. After that it is open to Government at any 
time to proceed with the balance of the expenditure, first to put one- 
half of the bridge, as the Hon*ble Mover has explained, and, secondly, 
to complete the bridge mainly for extra traffic when it demands it. 
Admitting that a second bridge is of necessity to Bengal which I think 
most members will do, it seems to me that any dilatory motion now or 
any vote against this motion will involve very great hardship to 
Calcutta principally and to all parts of Bengal in and about Calcutta, 
due to the fact that i| a second bridge comes to be built in, say, 
years* time, the cost of building such a bridge then will be perhaps 
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Bs, 2 cfom instead of tbe maximum coat under this arrangement of 
Bs. 46 lakitt* I therefore strongly uige the House to agree to the 
amended resolution now before the Council and enable the Government 
to arrange with the railway authorities to have this Inidge designed 
and built so as to accommodate the road traffic. 

BilNl AMULYA DHONE AODYs 1 am opposed to this resolution 
*oit several grounds. We are informed that we shall have to contribute 
Rs. ij lakhs a year — niit for a year or two, but for a period of 60 years 
continuously. Thus within this period the total amount of oontribu- 
tion will be not less than Rs. 80 lakhs. It has been stated that it is 
not on principle, hut uk a siiet'ial case that this contribution has been 
asked for. I Wg to submit that it would he a ver>^ bad* precedent. We 
have been called upon to contribute towards the cost of a railway bridge 
with a view to the provision of rotidways for ordinary traffic and this 
precedent w'ill he applied in the ca.se of similar bridges. Therefore, if 
we commit ourselves to this resolution, I am afraid, we shall have to 
sanction similar contrihutions now and then. Sir, it has been state^f 
that there will Ik* heavy vehic'iilar traffic and pedestrian traffic over this 
roadway along this bridge, but I l>eg to submit that, as this will connwt 
Bally with Ariadaha on the other side of the river Hooghly, I doubt 
whether tlie traffic will Iw* so heavy as contemplated. It has been state<l 
that it will }ye similar to tluit over the Howrah Bridge, but 1 l)eg to 
submit that the Howrah Bridge* connects the two terminal stations in 
Howrah, viz., the East Indian Railway and* Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
with Sealdah which is the terminal station of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway. I therefore do not think that the traffic will 1)© so hca^•y as 
is contemplated. 

'Now', Sir, I am further of opinion that this is really a scheme of 
the railway authorities and, therefore, the Government of India should 
pay for it. We all know that in the rase of the Howrah Bridge the 
Government of India has declined to make a contribution of even 
Rs. 5 lakhs a year hut at the same time I find that they have agreed 
to make some contribution [>rovi(led we commit ourseh'es to an expendi- 
ture of more than Rs. h crores. Hir, the financial condition of the 
Government of Bengal is a deplorable one. It is with the greatest 
difficulty that we have been finding our means. It is because of this 
state of finances that the Government is unable to meet sufficient 
funds for the encouragement of primary and technical education. 
We all know that it is on account of inadequate finances that we have 
nbi been able to Have proper water-supply in the mufassaL As regards 
the finances of the Government of India, as it appears from the report 
issued that, in the year 1886 the amount of income-tax from Bengal 
alone was Ba. 38 lakhs, but in the year 1920 it has been intn^eased to 
Be* 8 crores and 40 lakhs. Similarly, in the case of ratlwa^rs in 1876 
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the total amount of reTenue from railways in India was Es. 4 ciorei 
and Bs. 60 lakha, but in the year 1924 it increased to more than Rs. 21 
crores. In the case of Customs duty in India in 1862 it was Es. * 
crores and Es. 80 lakhs, but in 1924 it went up to Rs. 45 crores. Ii 
thus appears that the state of the finances of the Government of Indif 
is a satisfactory one; and as it is an imperial question in which th< 
railway authorities are vitally interested, it is the Government oi 
India which should pay for it. We, the members of this Council, should 
not be called upon to make any (‘ontribution towards this scheme. 

Mn PRESIDENT: I admitted the amendment of Mr. Dey withom 
any objection. But in order to enable the discussion to continue or 
the amended form, I think I should put the amendment formally t( 
the House. 

The question is that from the motion of the Hon 'hie Mr. J. Donak 
the followinpT words be omitted ** to accept the ])rinciple Tho8< 
who are in favour of the amendment will say .\ye ” and those of th< 
contrary opinion will say ‘‘No, 

The motion was put and affreed to. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Sir, I could not follow the argu- 
ments of Dr. Hoy. If we can afford to spend Rs. 6 lakhs on Sylhe' 
for sentimental sati»faction surely we can spend Rs. IJ lakhs for * 
solid thing and for having extra traffic facilities over Bally Bridge 
proposed in the resolution. I cannot also understand the reason whj 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter should opi>ose this resiohition merely ou 
the ground that the Government of India have not offered help to m 
iu other matters. It is no use saying that, because the Government ol 
India refused to contribute for the Howrah Bridge, therefore, we shall 
also refuse help towards the construction of roadways over Ballj 
Bridge. The piosent question should be decided on its own meriti 
and not in a fqiirit of retaliation. That would be like cutting oneh 
none to spite one’s face. Maulvi Wahed Hossain seems to agree thal 
the roadway is a necessity but he has his doubts as to w^hether thi 
extra facilities over the Bally Bridge will reduce the cost of the Howrrali 
Bridge. Well, Sir, that is a matter for the engineers to say. W< 
should only consider the principle here. Sir, those who live on eithei 
side of the river in the north of Calcutta know to their cost what i 
terrible condition prevails there owing to the want of bridge and vehi< 
cular facilities. I am sure if we do not pass this resolution we will 
be condemned by people living on both sides of the river. Those wbe 
live there know that the ferry servic4>r brings good income, and wi 
also know how frequently accidents happen in ferry boats which are d 
antediluvion type. Only the other day a terrible accident had 
pened near Tittagarh costing several human lives. Then, Sir, fn»Q 
the point pi vjew pf induMry— I thf working clueaes and InWw 
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is a part of <ltir indosh-y — wf all know that most of the workings people 
work on eitiker side of tbe river and they have to nse c*ountry boats in 
many places to come to their work and it would be of the greatest 
benefit to them if roadways are made on the proposed Bally Bridge. 
We must judge this question from this stand point: whether we are 
getting our money’s worth, that i« to say, whether it would provide 
adequate facilities for j>eople on both sides of the river and remove 
the terrible congestion of traffic on Hoarah Bridge and in Grand Trunk 
Roads on either side of the river. I am therefore stmngly in favour 
of this motion. 

Maulvi ABDUL CAFURs 1 W'ill only speak a few words on this 
resolution. Sir, my friends on the other side of the House tliink that 
we ought to have this bridge because it would pro\'e of l>enefit to us 
but, Sir, they forget that we deserve many things under the sun which 
we cannot afford to have. The only question is whether our financial 
condition would f>ermit us to have this bridge. The question is 
whether we can pay for this bridge and if we cannot pay, what 
is the use of passing this resc»lution. We all know that Bengal 
is heavily taxed and I hat we cannot afford to pay a large sum of money 
for 40 yeai*H. How can w«* [my when the Nation4uiilcling Departments 
are starved? Every department is being stan'cd. If cmr funds would 
permit we <an have this projc'ct, but as our funds do not permit it my 
submission to tbe House is that we should not support this motion. 

Mr. N« C« SEN; I C'ongratulate the Government for deleting the 
word “ principle”. It is an exceedingly inconvenient word and the 
frank admission that principle is not consistent with Government 
action is something on which I can really congratulate Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The discussion must proceed on the amended 
resolution and not on the original resolution. 

Mr* N. C> SEN: Still the word ” principle ” c*an come in the 
amended resolution. What is the principle on which the contribu- 
tion is asked for. If Bengal is going to be benefited by tbe scheme 
surely Bengul ought to contribute towards its cost. But if we apply 
this principle to another matter with which we have to deal, viz., the 
Hownih Bridge, we CAn point out that not only Bengal hut the whole 
of India is benefited by the Howrah Bridge. If we apply the principle 
of ” benefit ”, the Government of India is bound to contribute 
towards the cost of the Howrah Bridge hut we understand they are 
at all willing to do so. But as the Bally Bridge is going to 
hSnefit the people of Bengal, therefore we must pay. Sir, I fail to 
understand this idea of principle. Surely, there ought to he one rule 
for ail. Sir, we are all familiar by now with the interpretation of 
” oD-operation ” which moans ” I order, you pay, you demand, I 
refuse We have heard this from Whitehall, from Simla and from 

in A 
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tHe local GbTernment and the Government are quite thorough in this 
matter. They have all been telling us that this is the proper definition 
of co-operation. The Government of Bengal must pay when the 
Government of India make any demand, but if the local Government 
want the co-operation of the Supreme Government they will get their 
refusal. The response must always be on one side. India must 
respond when England demands and England must refuse when India 
demands anjHhing, When the Government of India demands Bengal 
must respond but when Bengal demands the Government of India 
must refuse. The Government of India are taking away by way of 
taxes a great deal of money from this province and are they not in 
duty bound to spend some portion of it on this province? But instead 
of that they will pass orders and expect us to pay. We shall be 
wanting in self-respect if we contribute to the Bally Bridge when the 
Government of India have not only refused to contribute towards the 
Howrah Bridge but even they have refused permission to realise certain 
taxes. In these circumstances I oppose the grant to the Bally Bridge 
not because it would not benefit the people but becuase of the reasons 
I have already stated. 

Mr# <1. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, this is the seventh time 
that I have attempted to catch your eye and I have at last succeeded. 
The anxiety and energy spent in this effort, has driven from my mind, 
the arguments I had marshalled in favouir of this proposal. The 
outstemding features of the debate that strikes me is that various 
speakers have drawn the usual red-herring across the path and have 
succeeded in creating a fog in the House as to the real issue which 
is liefore it. Sir, the fact is that wc have a real unique opportunity 
of getting a bridge at a very cheap cost and thus establish communica- 
tion between two sides of the river. Surely, there can be no doubt 
in the minds of ihe members that bridges across the river are required 
when you have a population of about two millions in the neighbour- 
hood and there should l)e no ((uesiion in our mind excepting that 
advantage must l>e taken of this rare opportunity. The necessity of 
bridges is apparent to all. As many of the speakers have tried to 
play upon the sentiment of the members might I call to their attention 
how many accidents have occurred in the crossing of the river. Lives 
are frequently lost and only a week or two ago a whole family WM 
practically wiped out by the capsixing of a country boat. These lives 
would have been spared had you plenty of bridges. Ijet us try to 
forget the faults of Government. We well understand that Govern- 
ment has its faults hut that is no reason why we should not recognm 
the importance of the mattcw as embodied in the Hon’ble Mr. Donalo’s 
resolution. The Hoq*hle Member has clearly and lucidly explained 
the method by which people are going to be benefited. I ne^ not» 
therefore, take up the time of the Council longer but I would only 
ask the members to remember that there is One thing that we should 
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look for anit ikai li &ot the faults of the Ooverament but ask our- 
selves the qlMitiou and that is the only question before us and that 
is whether It would benefit the people of Bengal or notP Surelyt 
there is onljr one reply and that is vote for this measure. 

Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY. I am glad that a railway bridge at 
Bally has been finally decided upon. The cost of construction will 
be necessarily borne by the Government of India. No one can say 
that the Provincial Government have anything to do with the cost 
of a bridge meant exclusively for railway traffic. But the plain 
issues which have been raised by the Government resolution is of two 
sorts: The first is whether it is a niattor of necessity to provide a 
roadway for ordinaiy traffic. The second is whether the local 
Government should at all contribute towards such cost. I feel that 
if the necessity for such roadways is once admitted, contribution 
should be made by Government. I apprehend that no roadways will 
at all be provided by the Government of India if we do not now agree 
to the principle. I say this in perfect honesty that roadways should 
be provided in the interests and for the l)enefit of trade and commerce. 
I do not think it will be a burden on the local Government if they 
contribute to this project. But I think the question of the nature 
and extent of the contribution will be open to dist'ussion at the time 
when demand for grant is made. I want to make it clear that I would 
like to offer my remarks on that occasion, I support the resolution. 

The following amendment by Babu Naliuiranjan Sarker was not 
moved : — 

“ That the consideration of the matter arising out of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald^s motion he postponed till the next session of 
this Council.’' 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: I object to this resolution and 
I object to it not because* the Government of India have taken a 
particular attitude in the matter of the Howrah Railway Bridge. I 
take it that the Bengal Government, when it brings forward this 
motion, does not agree with the Government of India in the matter 
of providing money for roadways, sees the error of the Government 
of India and regret* the attitude which the Goveniment of India 
have taken. I object to the re.solution on the merits. I have, no doubt, 
that the provision of roadways is an advantage but the large c^ntribu- 
l^on wbieb it is proposed to make to this particular project is wholly 
dia^portionate to the advantages that may be gained. It may be 
an advantage to some localities in the matter of crossing the river 
but it will in no way be an advantage to the Calcutta business traffic 
and that is the problem with which we are confronted; it will in no 
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way Bolve that problam. In these circnmstanoes it does not seem to 
me to be right to make such a largo contribution in n matter of this 
kind. 

TIm HOfl'Me Mr. d. DONaYd: As Mr. Campbell Forrester has said, 
a good deal of fog has been thrown over the discussion by this reference 
to principle. The only principle involved is that roads are provincial 
subjects, to be paid for from provincial revenues: if we want roads 
we have got to pay for them. It is not a question of the Gkjvemment 
of India asking us to pay for a railway bridge. The East Indian 
Bailway are going to construct a bridge across the Hooghly at Bally 
and if we would like to have a road over the bridge, the railway will 
provide it if we pay for it ; it is not a question of Government paying 
for this bridge. The roadway would be a provincial asset. 

As to what Babu Debi Prosad Kbaitan said about bridges up- 
country, it must be remembered that these were constructed when the 
position was entirely different. ITnder the present reformed system, 
roads are a provincial subject; and if we want roads we have to pay 
for them ourselves. If we do not pay the cost and if we say we will 
not contribute to the cost of these roadways, then the railway author- 
ities will not make provision in the design and we will never again 
have the chance of getting any roadways over this bridge for vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic. The bridge will not be built to carry the 
weight of roads later on. It will be too late for us to ask for road- 
ways once the bridge is constructed. It will not do, as Babu Tarit 

Bhusan Roy says, to wait till the demand for grants is discussed, for 
a decision must be come to before the design of the bridge is ready 
and work started, 

Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, who says that we have got to con- 
tribute a large sum for several years, forgets the fact that we can 
recover a good deal in tolls over the traffic passing the bridge. 

I must admit, of course, what Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy says, that 
I cannot give actual detailed figures of the amount of traffic likely 

to pass over the bridge. We could not at first expect to get from 

the traffi<‘ over the itjodways the ecjuivalent of what we have to 
pay for its construction, but surely there ought to be some foresight 
in this matter. We must realise there must in time be more bridges 
over the Hooghly. Now we have an opportunity of getting one at 
a cost of under Rs. 2 lakhs a year. In a few years’ time other bri^^ 
will be necessary and you will then have to pay for them at the rate 
of Rs. 15 lakhs a year. 

The question is this. Is the Council prepared to agree that wow 
should ask the railway authorities to provide in this bridge for two 
roadways with a view tp connect the busy centres of the west with the 
aaitP We must look iffiead, as I have said, and provide against the 
time when more bridges will be necessary, when we will have to pay 
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for them ai e muck larger figure. If we do not take advantage of 
thie opportnuity, it will not occur again. I commend my Resolution 
therefore to the support of this Council. 

The motion that this Council recommends to the (Government that 
the local Government should contribute towards the cost of the Bally 
Railway Bridge with a view to the provision of roadways for ordinary 
traffic was then put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYEt. 


Absstt, «f . I. a 

AMsmt-WllUaiM, Mr. C. 

•Mt, tiM Mwi'bit t. J. 
ainty, Hr. l. 
nvwM, Mr. W. N. 

OsmsbMI, Mr. K. 

OnartTM, Mr. C. ■. 

CiHuiSliurl. Nawsb aslMiSur Sslyis Nawsb 
All, Khan SaluiSur. 

CMiwi, Mr. 0. 4. 

Oarsaran, Mr. a. J. 

0«, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. a 
OaaaM, tba Han'bla Mr. 4. 

Oatt, Mr. 0. S. 

EMU, Mr. a E. & 

Farrattar, Mr. 4. Campb*ti. 

OlMiniaal, HaSJI Mr. A. K. Abu AlwiaS 
Khan. 

Oaanfca, Ral laliadur SaSrMat. 

OaaSf Mr. S. W. 

NaarS, Majar*Oananii Riohartf. 


Haphynt, Mr. W. A 

Haatalm Khan Mabaiar Mamtl MiiMMHTvf. 
Hue, Mamvl Ehramul. 

Janitt, Mr. F. I. 
dannaway, Mr. S. H. 

Kbaitaa, Sabu Oabi FrataS. 

LlMait, Mr. N. 0. 

LInStay, Mr. 4* N. 

Martna, Or. H. W. n 
Oatan, Mr. B. F. 

Farratt, Mr. F. 

Rahim, tha HaatMa Sir Abtfmrs 
Ray, tha Nan'Ma Maharaja laliaSiir 
KthamiUh (RiaiNlra. 

Ray Ohaustuni, Mr. K. 0. 
nay, Mr. t. N. 

Ray, Hr. Taiit eiuiian. 

Sarhar, Maulvl Allah euhhtli. 
tfiatth, Mr. 4. F. 

•tayhafuan, tha Nan’bU Sir Nush. 
Traaart, Mr. W. L. 

WaaShaaS, Mr. 4. A. 


NOES. 


AMy, eabu Amulya Dhana. 

AhamaS, MauUI AilmuSSIn. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Najmuddln. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Tayabuddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Zannaar. 

Ahaanutlah, Mallah. 

All, Maulvl Sayyad Sultan. 

Masahl, Rabu Ramat Chandra. 

•anarjaa, Dr. Framathanath. 

•aMrjaa, Rabu Satya Kithara. 

Ranarjaa, Ral Rahadur Ablnath Chandra. 
Raau, Rabu latindra Nath. 

Raau, Rabu iarat Chandra. 

Rsaa, Rabu Rajay KrUbna. 

CbakravartI, Rabu dasindra Chandra. 
Cbakravarty, Rabu Sudarsan. 

Cba udbu H , Hauhrl Salyad Abdur Rab. 
Obaudburi, Rbl Narandranath. 

Cbaudbury, Maubrl Md. Nttrul Hua. 
Obuudar, Mr. Ntnaal Chandra. 

Oaa, Rabu Obaru Chandra. 

Oat, Or. Mabtal Mahan. 

Oatta, Sabu AhMt Chandra. 

Day, Sabu Rarada Fraaad. 

Oaaa, IM Rahadur FyaH UU. 

Oalur, Hauhrl Abdul. 

Qaapily, tabu KbaR ia dn Nath. 

Quba, Hr. F. N. 

Haidar, Hr. t. N. 

Maitahi, Maulvl Wbbad. 

Mae, Mr, Habbabul 


daardar, Maulvl Aftab Hattaln. 

Khan, Rabu Dabandra Lai 
Khan, Maulvl Amaimt 
Khan, MauUI Mahl Uddin. 

Lai Mahammad, Hajl. 

Mahammad, MauUI Raur. 

Malty, Rabu Mahandra Hath. 

Mitra, Rabu datwidra Nath. 

NIttar, Sir Fravath Ohundar. 

Mukarjaa, Sabu Tarahnatb. 

Handy, Mafiaraj Kumar Srlt Chandra. 
Nathtr, Rabu Ham Cbandra. 

Naafl, tabu Manmaban. 

Quadar, MauUI Abdul 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rafkat, Mr. Fraaanna Oab. 

Rby, Rabu Abanlab Chandra. 

Ray, IblNi Natandra Narayan* 

Ray, Rabu Manmalba Hath. 

Rby, Rabu iataavrrlFatt. 

Rby, Or. RMban Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Rby, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

•arkar, Rabu Hamanta Kumar. 

Sarhar, Rabu Nallnlranjan. 

Raaaial, Mr. t. N. 
fan, Mr. N. 0. 

San euRla, Mr. 4. H. 

•ubraurardy. Or. A. 

Taraidnr, Manbrt Rajib UddM. 

Yaam, Manhrl Mn b s mm i d 


The Ayes being 41 and Noes 62, the motion was lost. 
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DmhimIs for Cronts. 

Roport of tho Committoo on Fublio AooountSi 1923-24. 

ThO HofFblO Mr. 4. DONALD: I beg to present the report of the 
Bengal I>egislative Committee on Public Accounts on the Appropria- 
tion and Audit Reports for the year 1923-24, and on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor to move that the excesses 
mentioned therein under the major heads be granted. I understand 
that the report has been circulated to the members of this House. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Loans and Advances. 

The following motion was called but not moved; — 

The Hon’bis Mr. 4. DONALD to move that a sum of Rs. 15,00,0(10 
l)e granUMl for exi)endiiure under the head “ l oans and Advances 
being the first instalment of a loan of Rs. 50 lakhs to be advanced to 
the Port Commissioners, Chittagong, for the development of the port. 


AdlournmsnL 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
8th December, 1925, at the Town Hall, CalcuUa. 



PrattiAnjjll tf the RMgtl LigiaigUw GwiiMil «*•« Mariir ttn 

prwWMM tf Um CtnmMMt tf Intfia M. 

The Coi^il met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall 
Calcutta, <« Tuesday, the 8th December, 1925, at 3 p.ii. ' 


Pratant! 

The Hon’ble the President (Kumar Shib Shkkuarxswar Rat) in the 
Chav, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council, and 1211 
nominated and elected members. 


ttarrad Qinatiana 

(ta tarhioii oral mainra wara givan). 

Educational faoilitiaa to Santala and Bauris of Bankura. 

•L. Babu UMEB CHANDRA CHATTERJEEl (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in cliarire of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the annual exi>enses from provincial 
funds incurred by Government for the education of Santals and Bauris 
since 19J3, in the district of Bankura.^ 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member he pleased to state what facilities 
are given to Santal and Bauri students for secondary and higher ed>uca* 
tion in the said district? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member l)o pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment are contemplating increasing the grant for the education of 
the Santals and Bauris in the said districts 

MEMBER in ohatgo of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Uio HotPIMo 
BIr AlNN^Rohim): (o) A statement is laid on the table. Both Santols 
and Bauris participate in the general educational facilities of the dis- 
trict. 

(6) There is a Mission Santal M. V. School at Sarenga where the 
SanUls read free of charge. The school receives a Government grant 
of Rs. 85 a month. One Middle Scholarship of lU. 4 a mouth tenable 
for 4 years and two Primary Final Scholarships of Rs. 3 a month each 
tenable for two years are open to pupils of depressed classes including 
Santals and Bauris at this school. 

(e) Yes, Government are formulating a scheme for the further 
expansion of primary edneation among the Santals. The for 

•npnrut* educational facilities for Bauris has not yet \reen brought to 
the notice of Govonment. 
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Stnteffient referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. L» 

Amaal cspauet Uom FiOffMtil f ladf fnevifed 
by Oovemineiit tor odncatton of 8uit«]i 
and Baniia {duos 1918. 

^ For Saatels. For BmiIs. 

BS. A. P. 

. . 422 4 0 No separate provision. 

380 7 0 Ditto. 

.. 1,906 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 2,116 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 2,116 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 2,762 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 2,971 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 3,218 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 3,139 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 3,277 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 3,217 0 0 Ditto. 

.. 3,264 0 0 Ditto. 

itiipping brokart. 

^Lla Mft Ms DAUDs (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Department of Marine be pleased to state — 

(t) why the Government shipping office rooms are allowed to be 
used by the shipping brokers. 

'(ii) for what purposes they use those rooms; and 
{Hi) whether they pay any rent? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state why they are exempted from jiayment of 
rent P 

(c) How many rooms are at present being used by the shipping^ 
brokers P 

(d) What is the number of the rooms they occupy P 

(e) Is there any order, circular or resolution of the Government to 
the effect that the shipping brokers might use the rooms of the shipping 
office P 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the order, circular or 
resolution P 

MIMBIR bf OiMRTMtNT 9f MAIIINi (ttt HmAk 

Mr* d* DmaM)! (a) (i) The origin of the practice b not traceable. 


Year. 

1913- 1914 

1914- 1916 
1916-1916 

1916- 1917 

1917- 1918 

1918- 1919 

1919- 1920 

1920- 1921 

1921- 1922 

1922- 1923 

1923- 1924 

1924- 1926 
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(u) For imrposes incidental to tlie discharge of their part in the 
work of signlilg on and paying off crews. 

(Hi) No. 

(h) The point has not arisen hitherto. 

(c) and (d) They occupy a partitioned section in each of the two 
rooms. 

(e) No. 

(/) Does not arise. 

Representation of Calcutta Corporation on Excise Licensing Boaril. 

ail. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: Will the llon’ble 
Member in charge of the l)ej>artinent of Agriculture and Industries 
(Excise) be pleased to state whether it is u fact that the numlwr of 
representatives of the Calcutta Corporation on the Excise [jicensing 
Board for Calcutta has recently been raised from two to four? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES [EXCISE] (the Hon’ble Mr. <1. Donald): Formerly there 
was only one member to represent the Corporation. When the area of 
Calcutta was extended the number was raised to four. 


Allowinoe for books to internees. 

am. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) Will the lion ble Mem- 
her in charge of the Political Department he pleased t4) stale whether it 
is a fact that the privilege of monthly allowance for iKwks granted to 
jail internees is not extended to the outside internees brought to jail 
for medical treatment, however long may l>e ke])t in jail ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state on what principle 
this distinction between prison detenus and outside internees is basei! ? 

MEMBER in obtrgo of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tbo 
Hoii*blo Sir Hugh Stopbonson): (a) No. 

(b) No such distinction is made. 

Allogod sogrogfdion of poUtteil prisonors in Burma. 

•LIV. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department l>e pleased to state why of all the 
State prisoners and d^enus now m Burma only Babu Bhiii»emlra Coomar 
Dalta and Babu Trailokhya Chakrabartti have been segregated in one 
jail from others? 
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TIM Hunllie Sir HUCH tTSPHENSONs Govemment are BOi pre- 
pared to publish the reasons for selecting the places of detMitum of 
individual political prisoners. 


Forott iMMiii in tlie Chittagong Roiervo Foroits. 

*LV. .Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: (a) Will the 
llon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue be pleased 
to state — 

(i) how many kinds of passes are at present prevalent in the 
Chittagong Reserve Forests together with their values; 

(«) the number of such passes that were in force for the last three 
years; and 

(in) the revenue derived therefrom during the said period P 

(h) How many kinds of passes were in vogue from — 

(?) 1893 to 1916; and 
(it) 1916 to 1922 P 

(c) What were the respective values of the passes referred to in 

m 

(d) What are the restrictions that are now imposed on the passes 
that are in circulation P 

(e) Were there such restrictions from 1893 to 1916 and from 1916 to 
1922 P 

(/) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware that the use of the different kinds 
of passes instead of one kind has entailed hardships and suffering on 
many poor jieopleP 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of reducing 
the kinds of passes and their value P 

(h) If not, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the 
reasons P 

MEMBER inoharguof DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [FORESTS] 
(thi Non’Mo Mthmjo Kshaunitli Chandni Ray Baliadiir of Nadia): (a) 

to (h) Government must decline to undertake the labour of giving replies 
to the numerous and detailed questions which have been brought together 
in this question. The question of forest passes in the Chittagong Divi- 
sion is under the consideration of Government. 

Maulvl MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon ble Mem- 
her be pleased to state; how the questions are to be put ao that 
they may not be numerous and detailed. 
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Tilt Miiimlt KSHAUNtSH CHANDRA RAY Stiiidur tf 

NMlitS Tilt questions were not received by this Department until the 
19th November, 1925, so that the replies could not be gathered in time 
for this sessioli of the Council. 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I give fresh notice of 
this question for the next session. 

Wintar clothing supplied to internets. 

^LVI. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hoirble Meinhci in 
charge of the Political Department he pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that winter clothing is not supplied to the outside internees, 
who are brought to the Alipore New Central Jail from their camps 
of internment for medical treatment? 

The Hon’hle Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No. 

Vioo-Principalship in the Indian Educational Service. 

*LVII. Babu SUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTY: (n) Will the 
Hon’hle Member in charge of the Department of Education l>e pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that three or four years ago some Vice- 
Principalships in the Indian Educational Service were created in con- 
nection with the different colleges to facilitate the promotion to that 
service of qualified and deserving Indian officers in the lower hranches 
of the Education Department? 

(b) Will the Hon’hle Memlrer be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that of late all vacancies in such Vice-Principalships have been 
kept in abeyance? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, is it a fact 
that the promotions of Indians to the Indian Educational Service have 
been virtually stopped through this channel? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Vice-Principalships in the Indian Educa- 
tional Service in the Rajsbahi Tollege, Dacca Islaroia (allege and 
Dacca Intermediate College have not been permanently filled up yet? 

TN HunOrte Sir ABD-UR-RAHiM: (a) Tes; altogether six such 
posts were sanctioned in the Indian Educational Service. 

(6), (c) and (d) In July, 1924, the Government of India stopjied 
all ap^intments of both Europeans and Indians to the Indian Educa-' 
tional Service, whether by promotion or direct recruitment, and 
whether temporary or permanent, jiending the orders of the Secretary 
of State on the future of the Indian Edncatiottal Service. In the post 
of Vice-Principal, Chittagong College, which fell vacant prior to July, 
1924, a Bengal Educational Service Indian officer is acting in the 
Indian Educational Service a» Vice-Principal of the College. The 
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Vice^Principal, Dacca Intermediate Callage, is now acting as Pnndpal 
of the College and it was decided in 1923 that as a measure of economy 
his post would not be filled. The post of Vice-Principal, Islamic 
Intermediate College, Dacca, has not been filled on an Indian Educa- 
tional Service basis since its creation, and the post has been filled up 
on a Bengal Educational Service basis. At Rajshahi a Bengal Edu- 
cational Service officer is acting as Vice-Principal on his own pay in 
the Bengal Educ^ational Service. None of the vacancies can now be 
filled in view of the orders of the Government of India, referred to 
above. 


CrMd Trunk Roaii. 

«LVIII. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Public Works be 
pleased to state how many times during the last tw'o yeJirs the portion 
of the Graad Trunk Road covered by the Chandmari Bridge and its 
approaches has l)een repaired? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that all sorts of vehicular traffic 
are held uj) at the southern approach of the said Chandmari Bridge 
on account of the bad condition of the road ? 

(c) If so, what stepft do the Government intend to take to remove 
the traffic difficulties? 

(d) Will the n<m’ble Member be pleaseil to state when the scheme 
for the stone setting of the Grand Trunk Road will be taken in hand? 

MEMBER in ohargfl of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (tho 

Non’bio Mr. J. Donald): (a) Repairs were done in October 1928, July 
1924, February 1925, July 1925. 

(b) The congestion is due to the fact that the southern approach to 
the bridge has a steep gradient and that the major part of the loaded 
cart traffic is from south to north. This steep gradient is more respon- 
sible for the congestion than the bad surface of the road. 

(c) Efforts will be made to ease the gradient and to improve the 
surface when funds permit. 

(d) If the Tramway Company, who are being addressed in the 
matter, agree to pave the portion lying between the tram-rails, Gov- 
ernment will take up the question of stone setting the remaining width 
of the road. 


DMiiiu KtMyMfilur GangkMy. 

*LIX. Mr. B, N. MALOARt (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
cdifirge pf tbo Political Department be pleased to state whether it is 
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a fart Aat lallysankar Gangool, was amatod under tlie B«i«al 

Cnmmal I#w Amendment Ordinance and interned at KakdwipP^ 

♦ iLf ^^*j**“* “ interned he was taken seriously ill 

twice and brought down to the Al.pore Central Jail for treatment? 

(c) Are there any qualified medical practitioners in Kakdwipf 

Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to slate the reason for 
sending detenus to this place? 

(e) Is Kakdwip a healthy place? 

(f) What was the nature of his illness? 


What are the means pf communication to and from that plai'O 
rom the nearest railway station and nearest steamer station ? 

(h) What is the reason for treating such ouUide internees or 
detenus in jail when they get ill ? 

(i) Where is Kallysankar Gangooly now? 

0 ) Are there any qualified medical practitioners where he is 
interned ? 


(^) Is it a fact that he applied for permission to apjiear at the next 
I.A. Examination and that such permission was refused? 

(/) Is it a fact that iiermission was granted to another detenu, 
Santosh Kumar Mitra, to appear at the M.A. Examination. 

(m) Is it a fact that Santosh Kumar Mitra was allowed to attend 
a coaching class at the Dulanda House? 

(n) Is it a fact that the sjune facility and privileges have not l>een 
given to Kallysaukar Gangooly? 

(o) If 80, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for the differential treatment? 


Th% Hofi’bfo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) He was twice brought to the AlifKire Central Jail for treatment. 
On neither occasion was his illness serious. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) It is considered a suitable place, 

(e) It is reported to be. 

(/) Eye-complaint on the first occasion and fever on the 864*010]. 

(g) River steamers call at Kakdwip. Diamond Harbour, the near- 
est railway station, can be reached by country-boat. y 

(A) When it is considered desirable to bring d^nua to Calcutta foi 
special treatment it is considered necessary to restrict them to a jail 
for the period of such treatment. 

(0 Government are not prepared to publish this information. 

(/), (Jk) and (0 Yes, 
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(m) Te», an one occasion. 

(n) Yes. 

(6) The degree of restriction considered necessary varies with each 
individual case. At the time the concession was allowed to Santosh 
Mitra it had been decided to intern him at his own home. 

Mr. S« N. HALDAR: With regard to answer to question (o) may I 
know the reason why this differential treatment was made between 
Santosh Mitra and this gentleman? The answer on this point is not 
at all clear. 

The Hofl'Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The degree of restnction 
necessary differs in the opinion of Government from case to case; each 
case is dealt with on its own merits. In some cases we allow further 
privileges and concessions, which are not allowed in other cases. 

Mr. A. 0. BANERilEE. I should like to know what is meant by 
case 

Th« Hofl'Ma Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I it^fer him to the 

dictionary. 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEE: I want to know what the Hon’ble Member 
exactly means. The dictionary meaning is not evidently what he 
means. 


Intonm datinilra Nath BhatUoharJoe. 

*LX. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether Jatindra 
Nath Bhattacharjee, an inteniee at Rampal, in the district of Khulna, 
has sent six or seven petitions since last July to the Government, 
informing them that ho neede<l medical treatment and that he could 
not make two ends meet with his scanty allowance? 

(h) Is it a fact that he gave a fortnight’s notice threatening the 
breach of the internment order if his grievances were not redressed 
within the appointed time? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Gladding visited him at Rampal in con* 
sequence of the petition and notit^e, mentioned above? 

(d) If so, when did Mr. Gladding visit him ? 

(e) What orders, if any, did he pass on hearing Jatin Babu’s 
complaint? 

if) Has he been trah^erfed to any other place for medioal treat* 
mentf 
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(if) Vn0 h nattiie of his illnoisf 

(h) Whi|o ia he detained nowf 

(i) Whi^ is the present state of his health P 

0) Has his allowance been increased? 

(*) Was any telegram from Jatin Babu to Dr. K. S. Ray. a mem- 
ber of this Council, informing him of the state of his health and 
requiring medical help, withheld? 

(1) What was the reason for withholding such a telegram? 

(rn) Under whose orders was nieh a telegram withheld? 

(») Do the Government approve of the action in withholding the 
telegram ? 

Tlio Hon’blo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: {a) Yes. 

(h) He made threats of this nature. 

(r), ((J) and (e) Mr. Gladding visited the detenu at Kanipal and 
heard his complaints and pasaed such orders as he considered ne<'es< 
sary. 

(/) Yes. 

(y) AflPections of eyes, throat and teeth. 

(h) Goveniment are not prepared to publish this information. 

(i) General health satisfactorv ; but he is still under treatment for 
his throat and eyes. 

0) It has been decided to increase the allowance. 

(0» (^) *^iid (n) A telegram was withheld under the orders of 
the Superintendent of Police, on the ground that it was misleading 
and the despatch was unnecessary. Government approve of the action 
taken. 

Mr. i. N. HALDAR: May I ask who is treating this gentleman for 
his eyes, throat and teeth? 

Tilt HoR’bli Sir HUGH STEPHBNiONl I am afraid I cannot give 
this information off>hand. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: May I ask you. Sir, to request the Hon'ble 
Member to answer this question at the earliest possible 
.moment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Hon*ble Member wants notice and 
he will answer this question in due course. ' « . 

TIm MiiHftift Sir HUOH STEPNSNi||Ni I am ^epamd to give 

Mr. Haidar tiiis information to-morrow, if he wishes to have it. 

tl 
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Mr. A. 0 . ■ANilMif I ]fa|r I wk tii* Hqr% 1 » if hi. 

name conld be found in tike dictionoryf 

Mr. PRCSIOCNTs Order, order. 

Mr. t. M. HAI-OAII: With regard to the anewer to qaeetioii (i), 
J should iihe to hnow by how nmch the amount has been increased. 

Hm Honl^ 9ir HMCff pTiPHENtON S I want notice of this 
question. 

Hfi S« N« HALO All I Will the Hon*ble Member kindly take this 
as notice P 


•ttpply of wvm oMMng to oertoin OMtsklo intamooi brought to 
ANporo doll for troatmont. 

•LXI. Mr. KIRAN EAIIKAR ROYS (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Babu Narendra Nath Banarji and Babu Nagendra 
S^har Chakrabartti were brought to the Alipore Central Jail 
from ^eir places of domicile for medical treatment before the winter 
set itP 

(h) Is it a fact that they asked for w’arni coats, flannel shirty ancj 
alwans and were refused? 

(c) Is it a fact that tl^e jail internees have got them? 

(d) What yann clothing vas snpplied to Nagen Babu while suffer- 
ing ffom high fpvpf aqd pain in the abdomen in Alipore Jail in the 
month of November P 

(e) la it a fact that the Superintendent of the Alipore Central Jail 
told the said d^nua that hp is not i-esponsible if they fuf^r an^ pon- 
tract any disease from want of warm clothing^ as fhe Qpyemment dp 
not empower him to supply them with adequate warm clothing P 

Tim HOfi’Mi Sir HUGH tTERHENEON: (a) to (c) Yes. 

(d) All the warm clothing considered necessary by the medical 
oHoer of Alipore Central Jail. 

(a) No. 


HuugM^ftrikt bi Jan. . 

axil. ii|Nl NALUilRANJAH SARKERs (a) Will the Hon*ble 
M^ber in ^aige of the Rolstical Bepartnleiii be pleasad to Itate 
whether the Bengali State prisoners under the Bengal Begulation III 
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Anjmst. igJ? ki«{t«r-.trik« on i^Tth 

(b) If the answer to (o) ig i„ the affimative will th. n -ki 
Member be phased to state wWber it is » #««♦ •/ **"“ 

dim principaliy to- *•“ »*'' 

(«) 8 general ^ievame among the aforesaid detenus arisiim .mt 
of redurtion of their diet allowance; and 

the 

“r j -- ■«“ -"sr 

Chandra Bose and the hunger-strike P ^ ''uniiaa 

“*“® non-oflScial risitorg of the Maiidalav Tail 
«-...«l«l .. in ft. .iw..... u»» p“lmf 

S.ift’ 'CA^.fft.rd""™/*'”" ™ 

a. 

**** ‘he situation caused by the said 

SahyP^ wtervention of the Deputy Commissi, mer of 


The Hon'bte Sir HUGH ITEpHENtONt 

their food from the 7th to 8th Aujruflt. 


(a) They declined 


to tak^ 


(h) (i) This was the reason they gave. 

(it) Government have no information to this effect. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) and (e) No such information has been receivfd. 

(/) This is a matter which resU with the discretion of the Govern, 
ment of Burma. w.cm 


Of) The Deputy Commissioner of Mandalay visited Mandalay JVil 
during the hu^.strike and investigated the grievanoes put forward 
*>y the political prisoners ? 


r “AUMIRANdAM EARKER: May I aak what was the mult 
of that investigation P 


Tin HmrtR. tlr HUGH tTERHERiORt Ths mult wn. thnt he mnt 

W h» nport to Government, and if my recollection is right certain 
orders were passed on it. ’ 
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Bibll NALINJRANMN SARKERl With regard to (h) (0) and (d) 
and («), may I ask whether any attempt has been made to get any 
information in reply to these questions P 


TIm HmfW Sir HUGH STEPHENtON: We made no reference to 
the Oovemment of Burma. The matter is primarily within their cogni* 
fuince a,nd we made no reference to them. 


Mr. 8« N« HALOARs Will the Hon’ble Member consider the desir- 
ability of obtaining such information P 

••ft PRESIDENTS Request for action. Pass on to the next 
question please. 


QiMitiOfi of pifiiiittifig Bongall cHloniia at Mandalag to play imislo. 

axm. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Bengali detenus at the Mandalay Jail, 
detained under the Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and the Bengal 
Oriminal Law Amendment Act, 1926, or some of them, applied for 
permission to purchase musical instruments at their own cost with a 
view to play music P 

(b) Is it a fact that the said application was rejected, on the ground 
that music was not in oticord with jail discipline? 

{c) Is it a fact that the European and Anglo-Indian prisoners at 
the Central Jail, Alipore, are allowed to play music? 

TN HosPble Bir HUGH BTEPHENBONl (a) Yes. 

(h) This Government has no information as to the final orders of 
the Burma Government on the point. 

(c) Yes, but only on Sundays during the Church service. 


UiwIarriB QuatUont 

(MMsan ta wtiMi wara laid an lha laMa). 

Aiiittant Camniiaaionara In Caleutta Poliaa. 

BB. MauIvi NAdHUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member 
ill charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement shewii|g — 

(t) the number of Assistant Commissioners in the Calcutta 
Police; 
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(ti) many of them aro— 
:{/) Hindu, 

(2) Moslem, and 

(3) Christian; and 


m 


(iii) what are theii* respective educational qualiBcatione P 

(6) Has any Moslem been ever promoted to the rank of Awiitaat 
Commissioner since the creation of this post? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Assistant Commissioners Messi's. Wooly and 
Cook were junior to Inspector Golam Haidar and some other Moslem 
officers when all of them were sul^inspectors? 

(il) Is it a fact that Habu Naliiii Nath Mujunidar who has been 
promoted to the rank of Assistant ('ommissioner was junior to Mr. 
Golam Haidar? 

(e) Is it also a fact that Mr. Golam Haidar is a graduate of the 
Aligarh College and has received a course of training in New S<*otlnnd 
Yard? 

MEMBER in diarga of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tlM 
HOfPlHO Sir Hugh Stophonson)! (a) (i) to (m) There are 10 Assistiint 
Commissionei’s of whom 5 are Hindus and 5 are Europeans. Information 
about their educational qualifications is not readily available. 

(b) No. 

(c) to (c) Government are not prepared to discuss the relative 
claims and merits of its officers and do not consider that such discus- 
sion is in th<‘ public interest. 


AisMaiit Commimiofifri ami Impaotori in tiia CaloutU Palioa. 

94* Maulvi NAdMUDDIN AHMEDi (a) Will the Hon*ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department l)e pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the proportion of Hindu Assistant Commissioners and 

Inspectors to Hindu Sub-Inspectors; 

(tt) the proportion of Anglo-Indian Assistant Commissioners and 
Inspectors to Anglo-Indian Sergeants and Sub-Inspectors ; 
and 

(iff) the proportion of Moslem Assistant Commissioners and 
Inspectors to Moslem Sub-Inspectors? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state— 

(t) the sanctioned number of inspectors in the Calcutta Police; 
and 
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(it) lioir numy of tlioiii 

(1) Hindu, 

(2) Moslem, and 
(5) Christian? 

MEMI IK tl (iSgt a KKlIII DEPARtMEIlT (tM Htii^ tfr 

(a) (i) «17 }>er cent. 

(it) 10 per cent. 

(Hi) 20 per cent. 

(h) (t) 66. 

(«) ( 1 ) 22 . 

( 2 ) 8 . 

(S) 26. 


Promoted tiiteliiipioter Mr. Shilloiig. 

U. Mouivi NAdMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that sub-inspector Mr. Shillong was promoted to the rank 
of inspector in a vacancy caused by the reduction of inspector Mr. Ray? 

(h) Is it a fact that sub-inspector Mr. Shillong was junior to many 
Moslem officers? 

THo Hon^Mo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) and (h) Yes. 

Sorgoonts ond Svli-liii|iootoro in Ooloiitte Polioo. 

as. Mouivi NAdMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Memt)er in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state— 

O') the number of sergeants and sub-inspectors in the Calcutta 
Pcdioe; and 

(it) how many of them are — 

(/) Hindu, 

(2) Moslem, ond 

(3) Christian? 

(b) Is it a fact that a vacancy was created by the death of sub- 
inspector Niaamul Huq, on 4th November, 1025? 

(c) Is it a fact that six days after the death Baba Jaiindra Nath 
Bhattacharjee was appointed in place of deceased Nisamul Huq? 

(df) What are the educational qualifications of Babu Jatindra 
Hath Bhattacharjee? 

(e) Was this vacancy advertised? 
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HUMS' issjp|MiS iir HMH tTiraillMNi (•) <4) mi Tk«# 

are i55 siKVeants aad 108 sub-inspectors. The aeigttntt 4m all 
dtristians. tbe snb-inspectors 74 are Hindus, ^ Muliaminadaiis 
and 6 (^uistinns. 

(h) A vacancy occurred on the 5th November on the death of sub- 
inii>ector Niinlinitl in the rank cl sub-tnipeoiore. 

(c) Babu S, N. bhattacharjee was appoihted in one cl the ieven 
vacancies wkicii occuri-ed during the year in the rank of stib-ihipeoioW. 

(d) He is an M. Sc. 

(e) No specific vacancies are advertised — once a year a general 
advertisement is issued to recruit for the post of sub-inspector; such 
an advertisement was issued in September this year. 


RaonHtnisiit of Muhtiniiiiitant to the pool of DofMity OommittioiNr, 
Caloutti Pciioo. 

37. MaiHvi NAdMUDDIN AHMEDi (a) Will the Hon bla Member 

in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state wheUmr 
there is any Moslem Deputy Commissioner in the Calcutta Police! 

ib) Is it a fact that the Deputy Commissioners of the Calcutta Police 
are recruited from the Su|M*rintendents of the Bengal Police for a certain 
period! 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state wheibw there is 
any Muhammadan Superintendent in the District Police? 

(d) If so, is there any bar for a Muhamma^n officer to be recruited 
from there to the Calcutta Police as a Deputy Commissioner? 

The Hon’Ma Mr NUQfl STIPNEIIMNS (tt) There is no Muham- 
madan Deputy Commissioner in the Calcutta Police. 

(b) Yes, with the proviso that one post is reserved for the promotion 
of an Assistant Commissioner. 

(r) There are two. 

(d) There is no bar. 

rnHi«t Ml. W «•*«>*« 

MiaMMi Hmi. 

Mi torn MMM I. MAHIOOt ALfTi (.) Will the Hon’bl. 
IfMiilMr hi ctorg* of f ho Police Dopariment be pleued to «toto whether It 
i« a fact that the vacancy earned by the death of iah-iiupector SintoHl 
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Hoq wa« filUd up by tb« apjidiiitowilt <lfi''’<toe'#'4®bl4iu ^Ib-SwWwbl^l®* 
aa under-gradiii^F 

(&) l» it a fact that many Muhammadan graduatee were candidates 
for the same post? 

The Hofl’Ma Sir HUGH iTEPHENtON S (a.) The procedure follow^ 
by the Commissioner of Police is to wait each year until vacancies 
amount to about half a doeen and then to fill up all the vacancies in 
the ratio laid down by Government as regards Hindus and Muhamma- 
dans. On the death of sub-inspector Nizamul Huq a vacancy occurred 
in the rank of a sub-inspector which was the seventh vacancy this year 
and all these vacancies were filled up simultaneously as far as possible 
in the prescribed ratio, 

(h) There were many Muhammadan graduates among the candidates 
for posts of sub-inspectors. 


Nftvaran^atkhirft Raltway prajaot. 

S8. Maulvi SAYYED SULTAN ALI : Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to state what 
arrangements have been made to open a railway line from Navaran to 
Saikhim vid Kalaroa? 

TM Hon’bla Mr. J. DONALDS The rx)nsiruction of this line has been 
definitely postponed by tbe Railway Board in view of the prospects of 
traffic being unfavourable and the inability of the local bodies or 
Government to guarantee the Railway Board against loss in working 
tbe line. 


Homts of voting for GounoH olMtion. 

40. Rli teMb RANCH AN AN BARM A: (a) Will the Hon^le Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
he is aware of the inconvenience caused to voters by fixing the hours 
between 10 a.m. and d p.m. as the time for voting for Council election? 

(b) Is the Hou'ble Member aware that this is specially inconvenient 
in the case of voters in rural areas who have to come sometimes from 
distance of 8 to 10 miles, or even more? 

(c) la the Hon’ble Member aware of the feci that on account of this 
inconvenience many voters are prevented from exercising their ri^t 
of voting? 

(d) Are the Government considering the deairafaiUiy of the 

starting hour Irfun 10 A.|iw to 11 a.m. and the dosing hour from 3 r.M. 
to 5 P.M. P 
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^ ITWIWIIlOlll («) to' ((Q OoToraauai 

are aware tl^ Uie opinion has bwn expressed that 3 r.u. is inooa> 
Teaiflntly «a*|f for rural To^r$ who come from a distanoa. Totem Th«r 
are present ei d p.m. are allowed to record their vote® after that honr, 
and csonaequentiy voting continues beyond the closing hour. It is oon* 
sidei^ essential that voting should be cMjmpleted before dark, and the 
question of changing the hours is not undlsr consideration. 


Site for an Agrieuttural farm in the 24-Parganas. 

Aai HAREMORAMATH CHAUDHURIS (a) With reference 
to the reply given to my unstarred question No. 102 of the last August 
session, will the Hon 'hie Member in charge of Ihe Department of 
Agriculture and Industries be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment are considering the selection of any particular site for an agri- 
cultural farm in the 24-Parganas? 

(6) If so, what site is under selection? 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of AQRICULTURE mi 
INDUSTRIES (Uio Hon’Slo Sir Hugh Stiplionoon)l (a) and <h> 

Government have no particular site in contemplation. 


Exeisa sho|» in Hounrah. 

da. SMhi KHACENDRA NATH CANGULYs (a) Is the Hon bW 

Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industrie* 
(Excise) aware that a copy of a resolution of the Howrah Municipalityr 
passed on the 19th 8epteml>er, 1924, was forwarded to the Government 
with Chairman’s letter No. 2503-G., dated the I5th November, 1924,. 
and in his letter No, 7228-E., dated the 16lh December, 1924, the Com- 
missioner of Excise, Bengal, acknowledged the receipt of the (chair- 
man’s letter? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be please<i to stale whether any, and^ 
if so, what action has be^n taken on the proposal in that resolution 
to abolish all excise shops in Howrah? 

(c) If no action has yet beeu taken, will the Hon'ble Member he- 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

Tim Hon’Mi Mr. d. DONALDS (a) Tes. 

(b) and {e) Government are not at present prepared to depart 
from the excise policy clearly explained Jn the publications CM:>pies of 
which are laid on the Library table. Should they, however, consider 
it aeotasaiy or desirable in foture to re-emoniim their exeise poliey, 
the reoominendetion of the Howrah Municipdity will receive due eeu^ 
iideratioii* 
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U, tibu KMAQillORA NATH CANQULYx (a) WiU the Hon’bfe 
Jfember iti okerge of the Dkpartment of Pttblic Worki be ]deaeed to 
;etAte whether the GoTemmeot are oonsidermg the desirability of aocdrd* 
iitg Muaction to any of the Light Railway Coinpanies tO start a feeder 
line from Midnapore to Arambaghf 

(b) Is the Hon^ble Member aware that such a feeder line would 
eave the cost of bridging over six miles of water clogged area? 

The Hofl*ble Mr* d* DONALOl (a) No proposal to this effect has 
reached Government, so the occasion has not arisen. 

(h) Government have no knowledge of the facts referred to. 


iMaHifig aooommodatiofi in oartain stations on ths Assam-Bongal 
Railway. 

44^ MAH STIR IMRARUL HAQs (a) Will the Hoh’blti MeMber 
in charge of the DSfiartizient Of PuMic Works be pleased td stdie 
whether the Government are aware that there is a throng of passengers 
4Li Chitose Road, Lalmai and Khowai and some other important stations 
of Assam-Bengal Railway? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that there is neither any house 
nor any waiting-room in those important stations for the passengers to 
tidte shelter in and thus to save themselves from rain and sunshines? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the aiErmative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be fileased to state the reasons why there is no waiting accommoda- 
4ibh for passengers? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
into the necessity of erecting waiting-rooms in those important 
^stations ? 

Tilt Holl'bit Mr* d* DONALD: (a) to (r) Government have no 
information on the subject. 

(d) The attention of the Railway administration will be drawn to 
4he subject. 

Waitkii-rMiiii at tbo Rmiitm iUtlM wi tbo RwuM'" 

NftMMNT Railwifi 

41. Mm MAHINORA NATH MAITYl (a) la the Hon^e 
Membw in eharge of thd l^partmeni of Public Worl» (Raihruyv) «wM 
that there are no waiting-rooms for the first, second and inter 



li^r Oins^ns. il 

Ip^ uid fciiidft, %]io we te Iw* ftuMldk ^wiikiin 
Bi^Ufk oii tbp Bengal-Nagpitr KaUwajP 

*(b) Is tli« Bon'ble Member aware that the first, second and mt«r 
class passengers, especially the ladies who are to for some time 
at the station, are put to inconvenience owing to the absence of proper 
waiting-rooms P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the Bengal-Nagpnr Raile^ay authorities to this 
matt^P 

Tlie Hon’Mi Mf. d. BON ALB S (a) to (r) These are maUets fot ih# 
discussion of which Railway Advisorj' Committees were forthed and 
the member is advised to approach the Advisory Committee of the 
iiehgal-Nagpur Railway. 


Projeoted eantl betwoon Kaligliii and HtklL 

46. Babu MAHENDRA MATH MAITY: (a) U the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation awrtre that in 1913 
a flood owing to the rise of the river Kalighai devastml the niajor 
portion (joveriiig an area of almnt 599 s(piare miles of the subdivision 
of Contai in the district of Midnaiw>reP 

(b) Is the Hon’ble MemW aware I hat the Government proniised 
to excavate a canal through the Parganas Amarshi, »Talamuth4 and 
Sujamutha to allow of the flood water of the Kalighai to be drained 
off by this canal into the Haldi? 

(c) Is it a fact that such a canal, if excavated, will tend to protect 
the whole of the northern portion of the Subdivision from fhiure 
visitations of flood? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that siMiie preliminary steps were 
taken by the Department to bring this scheme into oi>erationP 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er be pleaseil to state whether the 
scheme has been abandoned P 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what steps have been taken by the Government 
to save the subdivision from future attacks of flood owing ^ the rise of 
the river Kalighai P 

milBBN in iiMfBi df DBPAIITIIillT if IMMMTIMI tOm 
MMblt IMiifidi IWnttiniNi Cbtndrt Bdg MhBdnr if IMi0t (a) tu 


(d) Yea. 
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(e) No: tho project lor excAvating a new cliannel to dii^^ote of 
floods in ilie area preferred to liaa been completed and is now under 
the consideration of Government 

(/) Does not arise, 

Gonntotiiig titkbira with a railwty line. 

47. BaiNf HIM OHANDAA NAtKBRs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Public Works Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government contemplate constructing a railway line 
up to Satkhira, a subdivision within the district of Khulna P 

(b) If tiOf when the construction work is likely to be taken upp 

Tha Hontlla Mr. 4. DONALD: (o) and (h) The member is referred 
to the answer given to an unstarred question on the same subject put by 
Maulvi fiayyed Sultan Ali at this meeting. 


RooMiiiatioii of Mara Ganga ehaimal. 

46. Babu HBMt CHANDRA NABKER: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department aware of the insanitary condi* 
tion of the places by the side of the Mara Gangs channel running from 
Tollyganj downwards P 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that the insanitary condition 
is due to the silting up and the consequent drying up of the aforevsaid 
river P 

(c) Are the Govemment considering the desirability of making pro- 
vision for the reclamation of the channel at an early date? 

TIM HBR’bli MMiirala KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bafcidiir 
ef NmNa: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) A scheme is being prepared for flushing the river fium Tolly’s 
Nala. 


Rrq iwe t lon M Muhammailafi BulhDeiiiity CMMotors to Rrovinolai 
ixMulivt iirviot. 

46. MiMvi lAYYBO SULTAN ALI: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state how many 
Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors have been promoted to the Pro- 
vincial Executive Service during the la^ ten years? 

mi MilHBa Sir HUGH BTBRHBNiONi Two. 
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(b) Are Ae Governinent contemplating taking any practical .tan* 

to improve the condition of milch «iw8 in this province? ^ 

(c) Is so, what steps are proposed to be taken f 

daiif **»• wUblishment of model 

daily fame to he attached to agricultural farms wherever they exist 

it pLp““ Ittrtitute 

(e) What is the average quantity of milk given by the cows at the 
Government dairy farm at Rangpur during the period of lactation? 

(/) Does it approach the standard of the cows maintained at Pusa? 

(g) If not, what are the reasoiiK therefor? 

(h) Is any pedigree kept of the breeding bulls of their sire and dam 
at the Rangpur fann? 

(») If the answer to (4) is in the negative are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of keeping a record of such pedigrees at that 
farm? 


Tht HOfi'Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSONi (a) OoTemment are aware 
of the deterioration in the condition of milch oowii in Bengal and of 
the scarcity in the supply of good milk in many parta of the province. 

(b) and (c) The member is referred to paragraph 6 of (lovem- 
ment's Resolution on the Rejwrt on the operations of the Agriculture 
Department for 1923-24 a copy of which is laid on the table. It is 
also proposed to appoint a cattle breeding expert to improve the cattle 
of the province. 

(d) The question of the establishment of a modd dairy farm is 
receiving consideration ; but it is not proposed to attach a model dairy 
farm to every agricultural farm. 

{«) Two thousand and five hundred pounds and over in a lactation 
period of 300 days. 

(/) Yes. The average yield of Montgomery herd at Pusa per 
lactation period o^fOO days is 3,120 lbs. 

(g) The questioB does not arise. 

(h) Yes. 

(i) The question does not arise. 



RttdyMm No. S4^, iaUd the 192S, referred toin a^ rt^p 

to eUmu (b) and (c) af wuiarred question No. SB, 

The report on the operations of the Department of Agricalt^ 
Bengal, for the ye^r ending diet March, 1924. • ’ 

Thi* rei»rt waa due to Government on the let August, 1924, but was 
not waived m print till May last. The deUy detracts enormo^y from 
e value of the report and the information it contains, and dthough 
^eminent reco^ise that the Director's hands have been full of mS 

the ieMrt due largely to an endeavour to make 

J ^ ^®y Pousider that a less complete report 

and^l!^ PUnctwlly would have been far more useful to the public, 

a., •“ “ ’»'>“«*' "» <l«> 

*«or ‘ n« ® *^® department throughout the 

yew as Officiating Director during the absence on leave, prepamtorv to 
retiiement, of Mr. G. Evans. As a result of the decision of Zlln^ 
on the recommendation of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee two 
the" W Agriculture were not filled Zd 

Agriculture report. 

gardening facilities in the majority of the schools. P*«per 

The ^nda^ Agricultural Schopl at Chinsura was closed in I»at 
****?♦* WommendatiM of the Bengal EetrenchmeBt Oom- 
^ttee. Meg^ations are now in progress for banding over the 
to a pnvate whtwtional body, which ha. undertaken to ranalelt « 
a^vid lines. The Secondary Agricultural School at fiaoro^^«Ml 
^m a kck of students; there 4 accommodation for about 30 aeniloi,« 

This f»»ing off is^ttri’ 
tt* of Go^Sent emlS: 

Snl in 1 • aU the 14 studeuft 

Be^ Unemployment Committee as a means of populariauw a^ 
culture as a profession among the educated middle claseeT^wJJE 
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ordiway agrirajlt^ lubjects, theoretical aad p fltftjf a], 

are incU^ fsarriculuBi m afforded the Amarpur School in 
the BwdFWi I % Burgapw High School iu the Chittag$w 
dUtrict and tl^ Aahaharea Middle B^^cdieh School at Asaaiol* Sppoial 
interpit aitao|i|p| to the good work which i« beiog dooe at the Amarpor 
School in thip ||irpction. In Dpcexpbpr, 1924, a Conference on agrfoul* 
turd education ww convened by Government. The Conf^re^cp W* 
siderpd it desirable to reconsider the present curricula of cqpntqr 
sohpoli aWe the primary standard in Bengal so as to introduce 
ezperiinent of teaching elementary agriculture combined with practic^ 
worh in the field. In accordance with the recommendation of the 
Conference a small committee consisting of an officer of the Agricul- 
tural and of the Educational Department and a non-official gantlemaw 
was deputed to the Punjab to investigate the possibilities of the intro- 
duction of agricultural classes in middle schools in Bengal on the linea 
which have proved successful in that province. This committee haa 
since submitted a report which is receiving the careful consideratioir 
of Government, and it is hoped to introduce a scheme of set^ndary 
agricultural education specially suited to the conditions of this pro- 
vince. 

The provision of facilities for higher agricultural education in thw 
province depends on the establishment of the proposed Agricultural 
Institute at Hacca. This scheme is being re-examined by Cfovcmment 
with a view to thp possibility of finding funds for its inau^ratiou iw 
the near future. 

4. ffoipipiti and axppriilipnt.— Interesting experiments are iar 
p^gress into the produced by departmental anif 

othef rpeps p£ jute under different conditions; the *t?®*dence of fpngaa 
dieppeps in jptp, pompiercial possibility of rhea, aida and agayp 
fibrfW and inte fbe ivm ^nitable for different aoil ai^d 

CQa4ilippf prevailing in various parts of tlfe proyince and eepeciaUy ^ 
% dfy irtfid tra4e pf We«t ^gal. The mycoJngifsal apetiop 

m inyestiirn^P*^ • disease which has been capsing aefipip 
Instelt^ina plan^^fPP® over a gide aiaa* 

Investigation on the mangoe weevil is reported to have oonfinaadf 
tlie view that cleanly condition of the soil is an effective preventivtr 
whBe lack of drains^ is reported to create a suitable environment lor 
the «/wi disease of the deep-water paddy. 

Hie eofina variety of sugarcane continues to increase in popularity 
ovw a very wide area. The extensive adoption of the cultivation Of 
thi# ^nriety of sugarcane has materially increased the profits of th» 
oidlivators. The Director of Agiiimlture reports that in the Kiihe^ 
ganj enh^vision alone the area under this variety ol eSne haa inoreap^ 
fron 400 to 10,000 acres in lour years. An officer of the Provineiid 
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Agridtltiml Sendee has heep employed on the woric of 
of setts of this wiety and of seeitriiig their widespread ad^Moa. It 
appears, howerer, that the Coimbatore hyl»dd sogaroane# IboWn as 
€ 21S, promises to prove even a better yielder than tanna as leell as an 
yielder of purer juice besides being an excellent drought lOsisier. 

The question of improvement of the date-sugar industry in Bengal is 
engaging attention, and funds have been provided for an investigation 
in the matter in the date-growing areas of the province. The work on 
tobacco has recently been placed under the charge of the Agiieultasal 
Chemist with the assistance of a Superintendent of Agriculture 
specially trained in tobacco cultivation. It is hoped that this arrange- 
ment will lead to an extension of the cultivation of good varieties of 
tobacco in the province so as to afford opportunity for the growth of a 
thriving industry in cigar manufacture. 

Important experiments with cotton are being carried on by the 
Second Economic Botanist. The work consists chiefly in the selection 
of suitable types of cotton yielding good lint. Results of the 
experiment so far obtained have led to the belief that a type suitable 
to the high lands of Western Bengal would be evolved in the near 
future, and it is proposed shortly to transfer the headquarters of the 
Second Economic Botanist from Dacca to Western Bengal in connec- 
tion with this work. 

5. Watar-hyaoifith, — The problem of effectively dealing with the 
water-hyacinth pest has been engaging the serious attention of Gbvem- 
ment for some time past. Experiments with Griffiths’ spray have so 
shown that it is not innocuous to human beings and animals as 
was originally believed. It has been found, however, that although 
ipraying is not effective in killing the weed completely, it affords useful 
help in the removal of the weed by man-handling and other mechanical 
means. The Irrigation Department is carring on experiments with a 
view to keeping the navigable channels in charge of that department 
free from the weed. It is recognised, however, that the whole-hearted 
o<»-operation of local bodies and of the public generally is essential for 
success in an intensive campaign against the pest in view of its exten- 
sive nature and of the necessity for simultaneous and concerted action. 
it is proposed ah<Hrtly to place an officer of the Provincial Executive 
Service on special duty in order to organise concerted action in sriected 
localities for the eradication of water-hyacinth in co-operation with 
the District Officers and local bodies, and it is hoped that the necessary 
public support will be forthcoming in organising an effective campaign 
against this pest in the ensuing dry season. 

fl. ef Hm famiiiii InffHetryt Mtkm 

gna wmfmmM JiiwiMi iiTipeiien ana iwiw*y ai ... -ww«r 
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be ahidied and the results of experimente 

^fthreXt^*::'"* two 

ableieis of egrilw Ifa 

recommended by the department^ it has been d^rdtd*^!!^ 
etration portion of ej farm o; bn^Lr ™" ““ 

husi“S: 15%‘tri “iri 

SKaL":***/ p”'’*'-," -vestigatir^at hlt^ 

Cattle Farm and at the Central Farm at Daooa. At Ranimur ex^H 
meat, have been undertaken to evolve a dual purp^ ?n“L^ Th ' 
mles being good plough bullocks and the females Joormilch 0 “^ Jw 
mating pedigrw bulls with >1e,hi cows; and a very valuable herd has 
already been built up by this proi-ess. Young bulls of good stature 

and l^tr^ “ a>e lieing distributed to district farms 

and 12 to 20 young j^digree bulls are now available for sale each year. 

there^ mentioned with legard that although 

there is a considerable demand for these pedigree bulls from such 
outljing areas as Assam, the Hengal public have so far failed to 
recognise that these aninmls, carrying as they do a gis.d milking strain, 
are quite cheap at the price charged, cw., Rs. 300 to Rs. 360 per 
animal, ^vernment .share the Director of Agricullum's hope that 
Couit of Words estates, enlightened samindars as well ns well-to-do 
cultivators will take full advantage of the opportunity now afforded 

of purchasing these bulls at the moderate price which is being charged 
for them. ^ 


Investigations are in progress in Dacca and Rangpur with a view 
to discovering the most suitable fodder crops for the various parts of 
the inovinre. 

LeafletK containing simple instructions on the subject of animal 
huslwindry, fodder, silage as well as cattle disease and their treatment 
are under preparation. 

The (luestion of irrigation is of vital importance to the farming 
industry, especially in the uplands of Western Bengal. Considerable 
prof^ess has been made in the districts of Bankura and Birbhum in 
solving (he problem of irrigation with the help of Co-operative Irriga- 
tion Societies and the example of these two districts has spread to the 
neighbouring districts of Hooghly, Burdwan and Midnapore. Tech* 
nical assistance is being afforded by the Irrigation Deportment towards 
the preparation and execution of schemes taken up on co-operative 
lines and the Co-operative Department has been proviM with the 
aeoeewiy stif for the organisation of Co-operative Irngaiicm. $oeietl 4 Mi. 
In o^r parti of the province ako there is need for the ie«exeavaiion 

IS 
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itoali till cott i to met i g i i df irngatidL dumnels for sgriddtttild fila^ 
pm 9 s Hio Sottgftl Africultuml and Sanitary Imprcfyomeni Act irm 
ptumd in 1920 to facilitate the carrying otit of projects of this aaituhe. 
Hitherto, howerer, adrantage hos not been , taken of the provisioiis of 
this Act by the public. As there appeared to be some nii8apprehoi(<* 
•ions prevailing regarding the requirements of the Act, a simple set 
of iustruetious in the form of introduction to the Act and the rules 
thereunder, has been issued for the information and guidance of the 
local officers and intending applicants and it is hoped that this will 
lead to resort being widely taken to the provisions of the Act for the 
improvement of agriculture. 

As a result of the decision of Government on the recommendation of 
the Bengal Retrenchment Committee the seed stores established by the 
department outside the farms have been abolished. There is a wide- 
spread popular demand for departmentally improved seeds. These 
seeds have been evolved as a result of careful scientific observation and 
unless they are propagated under proper safeguards, the useful work 
of the department in this direction will be lost to the public. It has, 
therefore, been found necessary to utilize private agencies for the 
purpose of their distribution in addition to the departmental agencies 
and farms. The assistance of local officers and the panchayats is also 
being utilized in areas in which there is scope for popularizing depart- 
mental races of crops. 


7. ProiPigifNii and tfinaiiiiiiitiofi of igrfoultural infomiatloii.-- 

The successful demonstration of improved methods of agriculture with a 
view to their general adoption by the cultivating classes is an important 
function of the demonstration branch of the Agriculture Department. 
Hitherto owing to a lack of co-ordination between the work of the 
research and demonstration branches sufficient progress has not been 
made in this direction. This defect is now sought to be removed by the 
appointment of an Assistant Dirwtor of Agriculture who will, 
for the present, be in charge of the demonstration branch. The 
Director of Agriculture realises that the (luestion of local organization for 
propaganda in regard to departmental recommendations is the 
moat serious problem which at present confronts the department. 
It is reported that in those districts in which the local officers have 
interested themselves in the matter of agricultural improvement tiiexe 
has been a great advance in agricultural practice. Government agree 
with the view expressed by the Director of Agriculture that the District 
Officers may effectually use their influence in encouraging khaa mahal 
and Court of Wards estates and local zamindars to demonstrate improva- 
ments recommended by the Department of Agriculture. The Director of 
Agriculture has given interesting figures as to the enormous poeaibilitiea 
of increasing the wealth ofi'lhe cultivatoni d the provinc# by tibe wifia* 
eprtad adoption of departmaiital races of several crops and in pM'lmulair 
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of juto ait^ it is only necessary to erolf« a iim{^e mtiMmf 

wbicli m cnltiTators ol the province cnn be bron^t into oloae tondil 
with the oiteers ol the Airricnltnre Department with a view to their teiW 
ing and adofting these improved races of crops as well as other improve^ 
meats recommended by the department. Qovernmeni are convinced 
that the agency of agricultural associations will be found most effective 
for this purpose. Every effort should therefore be mails to ntiliae 
agricnlinral associations for the popularisation of the results of 
scientific research and the adoption of improved agricultural practice. 
The policy of Government in regard to the formation of agricultural 
associations was fully enunciated in their circular No. 631 T. — U., dated 
the 7th June, 1919, and it is hoped that the Assistant Director of AgricuU 
ture, who will heiu'eforth be in cliarge of the propaganda branch of the 
department, will devote his s}MH;ial attention to the organisation of 
agricultural associations. Mention has been made in the report of the 
good work which is being done by the agricultural assfM^iations in 
Birbhum, Kishoregauj, Nadia uti<l Jessore, and since the close of the year 
the Dire<‘tor ol Agriculture has brought the good work of the agricultural 
association at Malda to the notice of Government. The GovernCr ib 
Council trusts that the examples of these associations will be emulated by 
those in other districts. The Director of Agriculture also mentions the 
good examples set by Rai Bahtuhrr A. 0. Banarji of Sultonpur ^Birbhum), 
Rai Bahadur K. N. Mallik of Uanaghat and Kumar Sanat Kumar Roy of 
Dighapatia in conducting their farms on scientific lines under the 
direction of the otfioers of (he Agriculture Department. Tlie.'ie well- 
conducted private farms will serve as an objei’t lesson to the educated 
members of the hhadralok class in the practice of farming on modem 
seientific lines. 


Government agree with the view expressed by the Director of Agricul- 
ture that the personality and proper training of the District Agricultural 
Officers is an important factor in the success of demonstration work, and 
trust that the arrangement which has been now brought into force of 
placing six officers of this class for training at the Dac4^ Farm and the 
revised instructions recently issued by the Director of Agriculture 
legarding the duties and responsibilities of these officers will greatly 
increase their efficiency and popularity. 


8. ffirioilttiirii — ^The work of the sericultural branch embraces the 
production of disease-free seed cocoons by a metbod of selection at 
Government nurseries and their multiplication through the agency of 
selected rearers under departmental control. There are now no less thair 
36 seed farms under selected rearers to whom they are a source of 
coAsidmble profit The policy of encouraging selected tmm will be 
oontmued and extended l^ increasing the in^meting staff $$ ^dt 
permit. Eight er-siudents of the Sericultural School wme gfrailibd 

12a 
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reward** of R«. 260 each for the erectioa of model rearii^ hoasee. A 
^eat expansion of sericultural operations has taken place in tlie distnct 
4 tf Bankura tinder departmental supervision. Bearers* and Beelm* CJo- 
operative Societies are reported to be doing good work in several districts. 

9. The thanks of the Governor in Council are due to tke Director 
of Agriculture for the administration of the department during the year. 
His Excellency in Council also takes this opportunity of acknowledg- 
ing the assistance rendered to the department by local officers and non- 
official gentlemen in various parts of the Presidency. 


By order of the Governor in Council, 

G. S. DUTT, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Oft Hf Wt Bi MORENO S Do Government consider that practical 
flteps outlined in the answer to clauses (b) and (c) are sufficient for 
the improvement of the condition of milch cows in this province? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That is asking for an opinion; I am afraid you 
cannot do that in the guise of a question. 


Vtiting Union Boordi in Tippora with Bonoh powor. 

SI. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQS (a) Will the Hon*ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Judicial Department l)e pleased to state the names 
of the Union Boards of the Tippera district where the Bench jwwer has 
not been vested this year but which enjoyed the same power before? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Presidents of those Union Boards are trying 
to get Bench power? 

(c) Is it the intention of the Government not to give Bench power to 
these Union Boards until the District Magistrate gives a certificate to 
the effect that the party-feeling has ceased? 

MEMBER In oharft of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (Uw HotH^lt 
4Mr AlNkl^R•llinO: (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) Government have no information. 

(e) It is the intention of Government not to give Bench power to 
these Union Boards until it is satisfied from the reports of local aiith^ 
rities and otherwise that party-feeling has either ceased or considerably 
abated. 





QUSSnORS. 


m 


^1“ ™‘^®™e“t>oned Union Board* of the TiDnero dwtriVt h»* 
Wh power befo.; But have not been vested aTetletlSJ 


Union Boorda, 
1. CSbnndU 
2 * Brahmanpara 

3. Panchthupj 

4. iJorekaran 

5. Cbeora 

6* Paschimgaon 

7. Bhaukshar 

8. Qobinilapur 

9. Jagatpur 

10. Balararapur 

11. Horoka 

12. Mahammedpur 

1 3. Qaaaria 

14. Debidwar 

15. Barkanta 

16. Akubpur 

17. Andikot 

18. Muradnagar 

19. Darora 

20. Nosimagar 

21. Blialakut 

22. Chunta 

23. Sarail 

24. Katghar 

25. Bidyakut 

26. Ibrahimpur 

27. Ratanpura * 

28. Biahnupur 

29. Taipiirehandi 

30. Shakbna 

31. Ibrahimpnr 

32. Oaslpnr 

33. ShadoUapitr 

34. Durgapur 

35. Ifohanpur 
16. Falalqfiiir 
37. CSiitoahi 


Subdivision. 

Polios- atatioiu 

Sadar (South) 

Buriohong. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Kotwali. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

. . Chauddagrara. 

Do. 

Laknam. 

Do. 

- . Chandina, 

Sadar (North) 

. . Daiidkandi. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.* 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

. . Dobiwar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Muradnagar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Brahmanbaria 

Naaimagar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Saratl. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Nabinagar. 

Do. 

Dd. 

Do. 

HaauiJabad. 

Do. 

- • I>0. 

Chandpur 

Chandpur. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

. lUtlab. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

. iMmJ- 
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in elmrge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state what steps 
l^ve been taken to re*excarate the rirer known as Kipiti Na4i la the 
d^iet of Hoos^lyF 

The NOfi’ble Mahmja KtHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BilMidiir of 
NatfliS The question of the improvement of the Kunti Nadi will be 
considered at a conference in Chinsura to be held shortly. No steps 
have been taken as yet for the improvement of this river. 


Family aHooranosa to iNtoniii. 

Si. iabu NALINIRAN4AN SARKCR: Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the family allowances given to the detenus at 
present under the Bengal Reii|'ulaiion III of 1818 and the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1926, with the following details in 
each case — 

(*) the amount sanctioned by the Government; 

(n) the date of commencement of such allowances; 

(Hi) the date of the payment first made to them ; and 

(iv) the amounts prayed for by the detenus concerned P 

Tho Hor’IiIo Sir HUGH STiPHENSON: (i) to (iv) Government 
are not prepared to publish this information. 

Bihli NALINIRANJAN BARKER* Will the Government be pleas* 
ed to state its reasons for not publishing the information? 

Tlli Hon*lllt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON : Government have always 
refused to publish information regarding the allowances of detenus, 
because they regard that as a personal matter strictly between Govern- 
ment and the detenus. The inquiries which are necessary to enable 
Government to fix the allowances are of a confidential character and 
deal with many private matters which the detenus might not wish to 
be published. In our opinion, Government have no right to puldish 
this infonnation. 

INHt NALINIRANJAN BARKERS Even if the detenus wiak to 
have this information published? 

Hr. PRESIDENT t This is an argumentative form of quaetion and 
oanimt be 
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H. »» MOHINI MOHAN DAit (a) Is Oke Hon^ble MemW in 
eluurge of Judicial Department aware that the Mnnsif’s Conii at 
the ChskaHii Chanki in the district of Faridpur ia situated at the 
furthest el^tiemity of its jurisdiction since Uie transfer of the Stbchar 
Police Station from the jurisdiction of Chikandi ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is neither a Police Station nor a Telej|vaph 
Office at Chikandi and that this is the cause of inconvenience to the 
publio, especially the litigants. 

(c) Is it a fact that the mail at Chikandi was attarke<} several 
times? 

(d) Is it a fact that the school-honse at Chikandi has been burnt 
down? 

(e) Is it a fact that a vendor of the Chikandi Court has fled away 
with money? 

(/) Is it a fact that Palong which is a populous place within the 
jurisdiction of Chikandi is on the other side of the river and is situated 
almost in the middle of the jurisdiction of the Chikandi munsifl? 

iff) Is it a fa(;t that there are a Police Station and Telegraph and 
Registration Offices at Palong? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
the Munsif’s Courts fn>m Chikandi to Palong? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD«UR-RAHIM: (a) Chikandi is situated about 
3 miles, from the southern boundary of the Sibcbar thana and about 15 
miles from the southern iKiundary of the existing inunsifi. 

(b) Yes. A representation by the local officers has been addressed 
recently to the Postmaster-General with regard to the opening of a 
Telegraph Office at Chikandi. 

(r) No, 

(d) Ye^ 

(e) No. 

(/) No. Palong is situated almut 6 miles from the southern bound- 
ary of the Sibchar thana and about 12 miles from tlfe southern boundary 
of the existing munsifi. 

(g) Yei. 

(h) No. 


Mrnm IMrft BMpply Grnptfmm 

m. Mw KHACtNORA NATH OANCUtYl Will 
Hon^ble Member in charge of the Depaiiment of Couiniwrce be 
pkoiid to elile iriietlier the Ikmiie gtuuled to the CaleuNu Ibetrio 
Supply CotpcMraiion, Limited, for the eupiily of Murgy in Mowtih 
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and Calcutta in the yean 1902 and 1907, respectively, has beea 
detennined by efflux oi timef 

(b) If so, what are the exact dates of such determination F 

(c) Will the Hon^Ue Member be pleased to state whether the 
said Corporation have renewed the license for Howrah and Calcutta 
in terms of the provisions of the Indian Electricity Act of 1910? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state how the Corporation have been permitted 
to supply energy in those places without a license from the 
Government P 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (ttio 
Hon*tlla Mr. dt Donald)! (a) and (6) The license for the supply of electric 
energy in Howrah expired on the 27th of October, 192*3. The license 
for Calcutta is still in force. 

(c) The license for Hotvrah has not yet been renewed. 

(//) The' grant of a new license is under consideration. The ques- 
tion has been complicated- (a) by the fact that the area of supply 
will be extended, luid (b) by modifications necessary since the new 
license will be gi'uiiied under the existing Act IX of 1910, whereas 
the former license was under Act IX of 1895. It is expected that the 
new lic^ense will be gianted very sliortly. Meanwhile the Calcutta 
Electric Supply (\>n)oration are continuing to supply energj' under 
the terms of the old license. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask whether any licensee 
under the Indian Electricity Act is entitled to (‘ontinue supplying 
energy oven for one day after the expiry of his license? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. You cannot seek an opinion from 
Government in the guise of a question. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Would the Government be pleased 
to take any steps to stop the licensee from i'ontinuing to supply energy 
after the date of the license has expired? 

TIm Hon’IlM Mr. 4. DONALD: We did not take any step to ascer- 
t>ain that the license had expired. Government had no information 
that the license expired on a particular date. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Do Government think it necessary 
to take any steps under the Electricity Act to stop the licensee from 
continuing to supply energy? 

Tin HMinile Mr.d. ORRALD: That can be done under the 
fions n! the Act, if necessary. 
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iS. Milling Kmm SRIt CHANDRA NANDYs (a) It tli« Hon’bfe 

Member in, ^arge of the Department of Irrigation aware- 

(i) that the river Bhagirathi is drying up every year; and 

(i«) that the river, especially in ila upi)er course, is difficult for 
navigation for three months in the year? 

(b) If so, what steps are the Goveminent contemplating taking for 
its reclamation P 

TIm Honlile Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Rahaiiiir 
af Nadias (o) (t) and (it) Government are aware that the supply of 
water to the Bhagirathi is cut off in the diy’ season. 

(b) Thei-o are no projjosals before Government for n*oi)eniug the 
supply, bet'aiise the expense of so doing will l)e very great and there 
is a considerable risk in carrying out works on a large sc'ale; when 
considered ueces«uv and the conditions are favoumble, the shoals are 
improved by bandalling. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Meinlwr in charge of 
Irrigation be pleased to state whether he was aware that a resolution 
was recently moved by me in this Council asking Government to take 
steps to make the river Bhagirathi navigable throughout the year, and 
whether 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is a very long statement you are makings 
Order, order. Please put your question briefly. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will Government be pleased to state 
whether an undertaking was given that steps would he taken to keep 
the river Bhagirathi flowing throughout the yearP 

Tfia Honlila Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Rahadur 
of Nadia: I do not think so; at least I do not rememlier. 

Laok of an ovartiridgo at tho orotsing of tbo Pionio Cordon Rood and 
Railway lino to DMHfgungo. 

57. Rahtt HEM CHANDRA N ACKER: (a) Is the Hon^le Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that the publie 
are inconvenienc>ed for want of an overbridge at the crossing of the 
Picnic Garden Bond and the Railway line to Ballygunge from 
Calcutta? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Railway authorities this matter? 
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(b) Thifl hat bm dom aQ4 tba qaettion 

ItotiM for an adloummant of tiit iNisinm of tiia Gomioit 

Mr* Mt tCN GUPTA S May I ask for the leave of the House to 
move an adjournment of the business of the Council to discuss a matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the recent treatment of political 
prisoners as evidenced by the transfer on the 22nd November, 1925, of 
political prisoners Jogesh Chandra Chatter ji, Samananda Sen and 
Santosh Kumar Datta from Berhampur Jail to Hazaribagh Jail without 
any sort of cldthing or without giving them any notice of such transfer. 

Mfi PRESIDENT! Order, order. As I am of opinion that the matter 
proposed to be discussed is in order and as it has not been disallowed by 
His Excellency till now, I shall read the statement to the Council. 
Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta asks for leave of the House to move an adjourn- 
ment of the business of the Council to discuss a matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, the recent treatment of political prisoners as evi- 
denced by the transfer on the 22nd November, 1925, of political prison- 
ers Jogesh Chandra Chatterji, Samananda Sen and Santosh Kumar 
Datta ht>m Berhampur Jail to Hazaribagh Jail without any sort of 
clothing or without giving them any notice to make preparation for 
their journey. 

Does any memW object to leave being granted {pause). As no 
objection is Uiken, the leave asked for was granted. 

The motion will be taken up at 5 p.m. to-day, 

Nofi-ollloial Busintis. 

Motions for Amomiiiiifit of tlio Stamling Onlors. 

•MAH EYED EMDADUL HUQ moved the following Amendment 
of Standing Order 6 (/): — 

I. That in Standing Order 6 (/) [section 19 (/)], line 3 — 

(i) for the words any resolution ” the following shall be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

** a question which has not been answered or a resolu- 
ticm and 

<u) bafora the wmda ** aueh raaolutioo ” the loHowiag ahall be 
inserted, namely; — 

** Rttdi qoaet^ shall ba oarriad over to the UM of 
quaalioiit' the aaxi saoeion and 


p 
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pftrd “ postponed ” Uie words “ carried over ** sliall be eabeti^ 

toed. 

He spokp in Bengraii. The English translation of which is given 
below: — 

I ipove mjr motion for amendment of the Standing Order 6(7)^ 
[section 19 (/)], line 3, page 243, which is to the effect that all questions 
asked in a preceding session of the Council should be left out and which 
I propose to amend to the effect that all questions not answered in the 
preceding session of the Council should not be left out. In my second 
motion referring to the Standing Order 12, [section 24], |>age 24h, 1 pro- 
pose to insert the word postponement My reason for moving this 
amendment is that while no limit is imposed on questions asked in the 
Assembly and in the other Provincial Councils, it is in the Bengal 
Council alone that they are sought to be limited to twelve. This step 
is aimed mainly at myself because in one session of the Council I gave 
notice of 333 questions. I had also suggested that the first resolution 
should l)e given priority. But at once a rule was passed that nobody 
was to be allowed to ask more than ten questions and to move more than 
three resolutions. A Select Committee was appointed for the purpose 
of4f^ecting this curtailment and though I protested, being on the 
committee, the rule was passed. I raised obje<‘tion in the Council, as a 
result of which the number of questions was increased to 12. I still 
objected but my objection was disregarded. I thought, however, that 
if questions were not answered b)' Government, we should have the 
right of giving notice of 12 questions exclusive of such as were not 
answered by Government in a previous session, but I found that I was 
mistaken. I now move that the questions asked by a member to which 
answers are not given by Government should not l>e included in the 
fixed number of questions which he is entitled to ask and 1 hope that 
the members will agree with me in this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Shah Syed Emdadul Huq*s amendment runs as 
follows : — 

Amendment of Standing Ordex 6 < 1 ). 

I. In Standing Order 6 {/) [section 19 (i)], line 3 — 

(t) for the words “ any resolution ” the following shall be sulMiti* 
tuted, namely: — 

** a qqastion which has not been answered or a resolution and 

(#0 betoe ike wonds “ such lesolution ” the following shnil bt 
inserted, namely: — 

^ Bneh question sbnll be carried ever to tbe list oi questions for 
the next session and**. 
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II. In Standing Order 12 [section 24], last proviso, for the word 
“ postponed " the words ** carried over ” shall be substituted. 

Mft FREtlDINTs Does anybody object to leave being granted for 
this motion to amend the Standing Orders? [Pause.] As no objection 
has been taken the amendments, under the rules, stand referred to a 
Select Committee. I hereby fix the 9th December at 5 p.m. as the latest 
date for the receipt of names of members who desire to serve on the 
Committee. Ballotting for the Select Committee will begin at 2-3Q P.M. 
on the 10th December and finish by 2-55 p.m. on the same day. 

I also nominate Babu Jatindiu Nath Basu, one of the panel of 
Chairmen, as a member of the committee. 

The following amendments of the Standing Order standing in the 
name of Babu Satya Kishore Banerjee were called but not moved: — 

Nkw Standing Orders 77 to 85. 

That after Standing Order 76 (section 107), the following new 
Standing Orders be added, namely ; — 


Petitions rfxating to Bills. 

77. Petitions relating to a Bill which has been published under 
Rule 18, or which has been intioduced, or in respect of which notice of 
a motion has been received under the Standing Orders, may be present- 
ed or submitted in accordance with the Standing Ordem. 

78. Any such petition may be presented by a member, or be for- 
warded to the Secretary, in which latter case the fact shall he reported 
by him to the Council, and no debate shall be permitted on the making 
of such report. 

79. A member presenting a petition shall confine himself to a 
statement in the following form: — 

” I present a petition signed by petitioners 

i^garding Bill ’* 

and no debate shall be permitted on this statement. 

80. (1) A committee on petitions shall be constituted at the com- 
mencement of each session and shall consist of the Deputy President 
who shall be Chairman and four members nominated by the President. 

(2) The President may, if he thinks fit, fill up any vacancies occur- 
ring on the committee during the session. 
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81. petitioa after presentation by a member or report by tbe 
Secretary, ii tbe case may be shall be referred to the committee. 

82. Thi| committee shall examine every petition referred to it and 
shall report to the Council stating the subject-matter of the petition, 
the number of persons by whom it is signed, and whether it is in con- 
formity with the Standing Ordere. If the petition complies with the 
Standing Orders, the committee may, in its discretion direct that it be 
circulated as a paper to the Bill to which it relates. 

The committee shall in its report state whether circulation has or 
has not been directed, and, where circulation has not been directed, the 
President may in his discretion direct that the petition be ciri'ulated. 
Such circulation shall be of tbe petition in estiento or of a summary 
thereof as the committee or the President, as the case may be, may 
direct. 

83. Every petition shall — 

(i) either be in English or if not in English be accompanied by 

an accurate English translation; 

(ii) if presented by a member, be countersigned by him ; and 

(Hi) be couched in respectful and temperate language. 

84. The full name and address of every signatory to a petition shall 
be set out therein and shall be authenticated by the signatory, if liter- 
ate by his signature and if illiterate by his thumb impression. 

85. Every petition shall be addressed to the liegislative Council 
and shall conclude with a prayer reciting the definite object of the 
petitions in regar<l to the Bill te which it relates. 


NoiMrfItoitI Mimlitrt* Bills. 

Ths Btngal Viilags Sslf-Covsrtimsnt (Amsndnisfit) Bill, im, 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS The Bill that I am going 
to request the Council to take into consideration is indeed a short one 
and has a very limited object in view. It is a puny Bill of 3 clauses only 
which proposes to amend only two sections or to l>e exact one section and 
half of another of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, vi^., 
section 20 relating to the appointment and dismissal of chaukidars 
and dafadars and section 21 (I) relating to the determination of tbe 
salary, number and cost of equipment of ebaukidan. It bas become 
neoessary to change these provisions of tbe Village Self-Oovemment 
Act (Act V of 1919), as tbe amendment of ibe eoireeponding prorisioiis 
the Cbaukidari Act by tbe Acts of 1922 and 1923 bas rendered ibe 
pitmsions of the Village Self-Government Act quite an anacrtmiein. 
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Ta explain my position a little more fnlly I propose to state kere 
briefly the history of the control of the village police during the last 
fifty or fifty-five years. To go into the earlier history is not necessary 
for my present purpose and 1 therefore start with the Chauhidari Act 
of 1870 which was enacted as a measure of compromise between the 
popular and the Government points of view and with the definite object 
of providing for the appointment, dismissal and maintenance of village 
chaukidars as village servants: — 

Section 11 of Act VI of 1870 said: — 

“The Panchayet shall determine the number of chaukidars’'. 

Section 12 of the same Act provided that — 

“The Panchayet shall from time to time determine the monthly 
salary of the chaukidars to be appointed 

Section 35 again of the same Act ran as follows: — 

“ iTie Panchayet shall appoint the persons to be chaukidars under 

this Act and may from time to time, with the 

sanction of the Magistrate, dismiss afty such chaukidars 

Thus it will be seen that under the Act of 1870, the whole control of 
the village watch rested primarily with the Panc^hayet. He could 
determine the number and salaries of the chaukidars as well as appoint 
them on his own initiative and dismiss them also and only in the case 
of dismissal of chaukidars he had to take the sanction of the District 
Magistrate. The chaukidars as primarily village servants were 
altogether under the control of the Panchayet. Not for one or two 

years but for 22 years this system continued until the position was 

changed by the reactionary Act of 1892, that is, until the Government 
thought that people had forgotten the controversy about the imposi- 
tion of the Chaukidari Tax on permanently settled Bengal and therefore 
time M come to departmentaliae the village police at the cost of the 
villagers. 

Section 7 of the Art of 1892 repla<»ed section 11 of the Act of 1870 
and enacted that instead of the Panchayet — 

The District Magistrate shall determine the number of ehaukidaiii 
to be employed in a village. ” 

Section 8 of the same Act repealing section 12 of the Act of 1870 
provided that instead of by the Panchayet — 

“ The salary of chaukidars appointed shall be determined by 
District Magistrate ”, 

!nhii in the mitteir of dotc^nntioa of the number ns w^ ns the 
•afary of the dmnlcidnrs the Act of ISftB ^mnsIsMid ^ powers Imbi 
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til* Fftneli^llit ti> the Diitiict ICagrisinte. In tii* soatter of 
iii*iii of oli^lkidars also sectioii 11 of th* ftmoading Act of 18^ said : — 


Th* l^chayet shall, when a vacancy exists, nominate a pemn to 
he a chaukidar under this Act and the District Magistrate 
shall, if satisfied with such nomination, appoint such nomine* 
to be chaukidar 


Thus all control of village watch which was hitherto enjoyed by the 
village authorities was transferred by the Act of 1892 to the District 
Magistrate and the Panchayets were virtually deprived of all power* 
over the village police and they had only to raise money to meet the 
cost of village watch. 

Thus it will be seen that although ‘'the theory that the villag* 
watch is a municipal institution was definitely adopted after much 
controversy in 1870, and although Act VI of that year was based on th* 
assumption that the chaukidar was purely a village servant, employed 
for the protection of lives and property of the villagers and looking to 
the village community for regular payment of the remuneration to* 
which he was entitled ”, yet the tendency of later legislation was ”, as 
the District Administration Committee observe, “ in the diret^tion of 
strengthening the contnd of the Magistrate and Police over the 
Panchayets and the chaukidars; and, under Act I of 1892, the power of 
appointing, punishing and dismissing chaukidars, as well as of determin- 
ing their numbers and fixing their salaries has been vested in th* 
District Magistrate who, with the sanction of the Commissioner, can 
delegate this ptiwer to any Subdivisional Magistrate of the first class,, 
or to the District Superintendent of Police. ” 

Such was the position — humiliating position I must say — of th* 
Panchayet right up to the date of enactment of the Village Self-Oovem- 
ment Act of 1919 — and why 1919— -in all respec'ts till 1922 and 1923; and 
in some respects it continues to be so up till now. 

** Th* Indian Police Commission of 1902-03 deplored the increas- 
ing tendency to departmentalise the rural police; and the President 
system, inti^uced by Mr. Savage two years later, was designed with 
th* object of freeing the Panchayets from police influimce and of em- 
pKy ifiKin g - the essential character of the chaukidar as a village servant 
Even Mr. Hughes-BuUer, the late Inspector-General of Police, had the 
fairness to recognise that if the village police were removed from the 
control of the Panchayets they must be paid by the Government. But 
no they, t.e., the District Magistrates must only call the tune while th* 
Panchayets and the villagers must pay the piper. Fin* arrangement 
indeed! 

But ibis unfair arrangement continued in its entirety; and irheil 
in the of village self-CKivernineni, Act V of 1819, was paused it' 
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f^nmsted all the retrograde provieioiig — in fact, copied them from the 
^ct of 1892— -though the Panchayet was replaced by the Union Board 
and something like representative institution was set up in the 
Tillages. The position, therefore, is that so far as the Bengal YiUage 
SeU^lovemment Act and the area under it are concerned the District 
llagistrate continues to be the sole authority to appoint and dismiss 
ohaukidars and is vested with the power to determine the number and 
ealary of chaukidars. 

While such is the position under the newer Act the older Act, 
I mean the Act of 1870 as amended by Act of 1892, however has 
not lemained unchanged. Becently I mean, in August, 1922, the 
Hon'hle Sir Hugh Stephenson' introduced a Bill to amend section 12 of 
the Chaukidari Act. In course of the passage of the Bill through the 
last Council the Bill suffered an unexpected change as a result of which 
the amended section 12 of the Village Chaukidari Act runs thus : 

•* The salaries of chaukidars appointed for any village shall be 
determined by the Panchayet of the village subject to the 
approval of the District Magistrate 

Then followed the amending Act of July, 1920, which was introduced 
by my friend Babu Indu Bhusan Dutt, in consequence of wKith 
jection 11 of the Chaukidari Act now stands as follows: — 

“ The Panchayet of a village shall determine the number of 
chaukidars to be appointed for that village subject to the 
approval of the District Magistrate 

"The result is that under the older Act, i.e,, the Chaukidari Act as amend- 
ed, the initiative in the matter of determination of the numl^r and 
tho sahuy of chaukidans has passed from the District Magistrate to the 
Panchayet and the power has been transferred from the former to the 
latter though with a safeguard. The newrer Act, t.c., the Village Self- 
Oovernment Act which is out to replace the older Act however remains 
unaltered in those respects and that is the anomaly which I propose to 
remove by clause 8 of the Bill before the House. As regards the appoint- 
ment and dismissal of chaukidars which forms the subject-matter of 
'Clause 2 of the Bill, I know' it will W said that the iKwiiion remains 
uru'hanged since 1892 so far as the older Act is concerned. But that is 
uo reason why the power of appointing and dismissing chaukidars can- 
not be vested in the Union Board in 1925 when such power was oonfer- 
ted on the Panchayets so far back as in 1870 and the Panchayets 
<H>n tinned to exercise the power undei* the older Act for more than twenty 
years after its enactment. Can any body seriously maintain that even 
now the Union Board cannot be entrusted with such small powers with 
ffegaid to the control nf Ibe village watch — that persons who will be 
most affected by its effioiency or otherwise, will be the least raiefested 



vmmnQUL MEmmm* sills . 


m 


iim.] 

Mi to maiiago uid miioiain it in piopor iioto of alBotWEHsy^ 

IfoUiiiig a policy of sheer distrust and that of carrying and oonttoi* 
ling admiolidration down to the ground can be a justidcation of maintain- 
ing and ^footing to believe otherwise. And such a pretence far from 
deceiving anybody will simply be a parody of oil tall talks of conferring 
self-government and creating so^alled units of local self-government in 
the villages. 

With these words I propose that my humble Bill be taken into 
consideration aud as I propose hardly any innovation — almost nothing 
that is not or was not to be found in the Act of 1870 — I hold there is no 
necessity of referring it to a Select Committee. At least no such 
reference to Select Committee was thought of either in the case of Sir 
Hugh Stephenson’s Bill of 1922 or in the case of Indu Babu’s Bill of 
1923 and no new procedure should be adopted in this case. 

The Hon*l»ti Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadias I beg to move, by way of amendment, that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. S. W. Goode, Hai 
Abinash Chandra Bauerjee Babadur, Khan Bahadur Kaxi Zahirul Haq, 
Maulvi Kkramul Huq, Maulvi Kader Baksh, Baja Manmutba Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri of Santosh, Rai Sahib Panchanan Barma, Maulvi Sayedul 
Hotjue, Babu Satya Kishoiv Bauerjee, Mr. B. N. Sasmal, Babu Boroda 
Prosad Dey, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy of Chakdighi, Mr. Altaf Ali, 
Dr. A. Suhrawardv, Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur, Rai 
Hareudranath Chaudhuri aud the Mover, with instructions to submit 
their repoit as .soon as it is ready, and that the number of members 
whose presence shall he necessary to constitute a quorum shall l>e five. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not been supplied with the written com 
sent of the members whom you propose to put on the Select Committee, 
aud if their consent has not been obtained, the motion will not be in 
order. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT Of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goodo): With your permission, Sir, 
I would like to withdraw from the amendment the names of Mr. B. N. 
Sasmal and Dr. A. Suhrawardy: we have obtained the written con- 
sent of the other members of the proposed committee but these members 
have not given it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. A Suhrawardy is willing to serve on the 
committee. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: In that ca«e we wieh to retain hie name. 

Mr. PIIStlOENT: The motion l>efore the House therefore te that 
the Bill be referred to the Select Committee as proposed in the motum 
of the Hon’ble the Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia with the exception 
of Mr. B. N. Sasmal. 
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0f Mites I eongratulftte the hon’ble mover of the Bill for the very 
lucid history he has given us, but in so far as the Bill is designed mere* 
ly to bring the Village Self-Government Act into conformity with the 
Chaukidari Act, as recently amended, 1 do not desire to oppose the Bill. 
But it goes further than Act VIII of 1922 which amended the Chauki- 
dari Act in as much as it proposes to make the Union Board the arbiter 
of the nature and cost of equipment of the village watch subject, it is 
true, to the District Magistrate’s approval. I think it will be agreed 
that chaukidars and dafadars ought to wear proper uniform and that it 
would be absurd if each Union Board were to clothe its men differently. 
The type of uniform and its cost are matters which are better left to 
executive officers. Again I may state that Government consider the 
proposal to transfer the power of dismissing chaukidars or dafadars to 
be undesirable since in the interest of discipline it is desirable that the 
District Magistrate should retain the power to dismiss as well as to fine. 
Again the deletion of the proviso to sub-section ( 1 ) of section 20 of the 
Village Self-Government Act would render the District Magistrate’s 
approval (which Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri’s Bill still retains) to the 
number of chaukidars and dafadars really nugatory. In the result, 
Government are of opinion that the Bill is defective, although they are 
in sympathy with its intention of bringing the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act into conformity with the present Chaukidari Act. I think 
that if the Bill is considered in a Select Committee, its author may 
agree to accept certain minor changes which would not defeat the 
object of the BUI, but would render it more acceptable to Government. 
I hope, therefore, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri will accept my motion 
to refer the Bill to a Select Committee. 

Baby NALINIRANilAN BARKER: I beg to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 
the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, 
Mr. S. W. Goode, Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Maulvi 
Eader Baksh, Maulvi Sayedul Hoque, Mr. B. N. Sasmal, Babu Boroda 
Prosad Dey, Babu Manmohon Neogi, Maulvi Md. Nunil Huq Chau- 
dhury, Maulvi Mahi Uddin Khan, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, Dr. 
Mohini Mohan Das, Maulvi Muhammad Tasin, Mr. Eiran Sankar Roy, 
Mr. D. N. Roy, Mr. Syed M. Masih, and Rai Harendranath Chau- 
dhuri, with instructions to submit their report on or before the 7th 
January, 1926, and that the number of members whose presence shall 
be necessary to constitute a quonim shall be five. 

Mr. B. N. BABMAtl I rise to suppoH the amendment of my friend. 
Mr. Naliniranjan Barker, which has just been moved in this House. In 
my opinion, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri has not gone far enough oon- 
sidering the history of tie question. He ought to have left , out tie 
nurds " subject to the approval of the District Magistrate ** He ought 
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io hare p^fi^tosed ike deletion of flection 54 of tlie Bengal Villi^ Self* 
Gbrernineil Act V of 1919. Mr. Goode, whose amendment has not been 
moved but vhich I find has been tabled, proposes a retrograde motion 
altogether. He proposes that the words “ subject to the approval of 
the District Magistrate ** should be placed before the other words of the 
section, making it positively clear and definite that the District Magis* 
trate must have conind over the Union Boanis. In niy humble opinion, 
the Union Boards, where they are already existing, or where they may 
come into being in future, must have the fullest power to appoint, main- 
tain or dismiss chaukidars and dafadars without any inference to any- 
body. I am fortified in my argument in that the long previous history 
of the question supports my contention most conclusively. 

During the first *15 years of British Rule in Bengal (frtmi 1767 — 
179r3), there was no Imi>erial Police in this province. The imlice and 
magisterial duties were during that }M*riod performed by the landhold- 
ing classes who got allowances and produce of land from the State for 
keeping up thana or police establishments, as in the time of Muham- 
madan Rule. 

On the 1st May, 179*3, the Government of Ixird Cornwallis passed 
a number of Regulations; and clause 4, section 8 (d Regulation I of 
that year provided that 

the Governor-Ocneral in Council reserves to himself the option of restitnitig the 
whole or part of auch allowances or produce of auch landa, accr)rdinK m he m»y 
think proper, in <><»nH«({Ucn<'e of his having exonerated the proprietora of land 
from the charge of keeping the j>eace. and afqioiiited officers on the part of the 
(Government to auperintend the poliw of the oountr.v. The Governor-Oeneral, 
however, declares that the allowances or produce of landa which may be resumed 
will be appropriated to no other purpoae hut that of defraying the expense of 
the police, and that inatrurtiona will be aent to the Collectora not to add such 
allowances or the produce of such landa to the jama of the proprietora of land 
but to collect the amount from them separately. 

It w’as intended here that the |M>li(‘e lands or rhavkulari chalran 
lands, by which name they generally go. in the possession of the Earuin- 
dare would be resumed and they relieved of their police duties altoge- 
ther. Accordingly, on the same day (Isl of May. 1793), the Govern- 
ment passed Regulation 22 of that year, section 2 whereof says: — 

The police of the coiintiy is, in future, to be coniidered under the exduaive 
charge of the officers who may be appointed to the superintendence of ic on the 
part of the Government, The landholders end farmers of land, who were bound 
to keep up eatabliahmenta of thanadar$ and police officers for the preservation 
of the peace, are accordingly required to discharge them, and all landholder# 
and farmers of land are prohibited from entertaining such estabtiahment* in 
fntare. 

The landholdere and the farmers were, therefore, relieved of their 
police dutieii, and special officers were appointed by Gbvemmeiit to 
BHiiJitaiii peace and tnppress crime. 

II A 
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And tliinking that the income derived from the allowances with 
drawn and police lands resumed under Regulation I of 1793, would \h 
inadequate, Regulation 23 of the same year (1793) was passed, whicl 
provided for raising an annual fund for defraying the expenses ol 
the police establishments entertained under Regulation 22 of 1793/’ 
This fund consisted of a police tax upon the merchants and traders 
only : so, there were three heads of income out of which, it was propos- 
ed, the village police should be maintained. 

But it appeal's that this last Regulation (Regulation 23 of 1793) did 
not work satisfactorily. The merchants aqd traders complained that 
there were oppressions committed upon them by the assessors. It is 
well known who these traders and mert^hants were in those days, and 
so Regulation 23 of 1793 was rescinded by Regulation 6 of 1797 four 
years later. Section 2 of this rescinding Regulation says: 

The produce of the lands and the allowances resumed, under clause 4, section 
8, of Regulation 1 of 1703, being still applicable towards defraying the 
expenses of the police, are to be carried to the public accounts towards dis- 
charging the same as heretofore. 


In other words, the police tax upon the merchants and traders was 
abolished by this Regulation (Regulation 6 of 1797) and in its place a 
stamp duty was introduced for maintaining and improving the police 
in the villages. Again there were three heads of income for the main- 
tenance of the village police. 

But various sections of the Regulation (Regulation 6 of 1797) wei’e 
also repealed between 1800 and 1814, although they referi-ed only to the 
method of raising the stamp-fees. Ultimately, however, all the unre- 
pealed portion of this Regulation were repealed by Act 29 of 1871, 
although its preamble still exists in its original form in the Statute 
Book. ^ 

Long before this, as the income derived from stamp-duty was being 
spent elsewhere and as the two other heads of income were insufficient, 
the question of thi'owing the burden of maintaining the rural police 
upon the aamindars was raised by Government and when it took final 
shape a Bill was intrmlucod in the Governor-General’s Council on the 
26th November, 1861, in which it was proposed to levy a tax on the 
landholdei's for the support of the village watchman for the first time 
in the history of British Rule in this province. It was most bitterly 
opposed by the land-owning classes of Bengal on the main ground that 
the Government were for ever precluded by the term of the Permanent 
Settlement from adopting such a course. 

Sir Barnes Peacock^ subsequently the illustrious Chief Justioe of 
Bengal, but then a member of the Viceregal Council, in a minute, dated 
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6tli argued tlie question from all its different aspects and 

recorded deliberate opinions thus : 

The impeeHioii of a Ux upon the proprtetora of sgrtcultural iandi for thi 
maintenaooe of the rillige police wouJd be a riolation of the engacement entered 
into by the Government at the time of the Permanent Settlement. 

This view of Sir Barnes Peacock was accepted by Ijord Balhousie's 
Qoveminent as conclusive in 1854 and for about 4 yeai*s the matter 
rested there. 

But in 1859, Sir A. Ricketts brirnght up a Chaukidari Bill and 
observed that the landholders weie bound to meet the cost of the village 
watch. This Ricketts Bill was, however, not proceeded with and the 
question remained in abeyance till 1868, when Mr. Hobhouse, the then 
District Judge of Midnapur, introduced u Bill practically on the same 
lines. This encountered much opposition and was hnally withdrawn. 
But the ti-emendoua opfM»sition, which the Hobhouse Bill met, led the 
Government to depute Mr. I). J. Mackneil, r.ji., in 1865-66 to inquire 
into the subject fully and report. Mr. Mackneil after an exhaustive 
inquiry into the historical origin and development <if the village watch 
as well as into all the Rules and Regulations, Aets and l^uws passed in 
this connection by various Governors-General in rouncil, came to tho 
conclusion that ; 

The landholders, as such, are not and never have been l)ouiul to maintaio 
village watchmen. 

He, therefore, projKiNcd the entire aladition of the village watch and 
the substitution thereof by policemen appointed by the Magistrate. 
This force was to he paid by a police tax to b(* levied from the xamin- 
dars, who would recover it as land rent frc»m their tenants, who in their 
turn, would re<‘over it from the raiyats. 

It is needless to jKiint out here that his pro]M)sal was intended to 
pacify the xamindar or landholding critics, for they were told to realise 
their amounts fn>m the down-tn)dden raiyats. But history tells us that 
the samindars and the land-owning classes could not lx* purchased by 
any inducement whatever, and as a consequence the oppo.Hilion to this 
proposal was the greatest compared with all its predecessors. 

Then came the year 1870, when a compromisi! between the Govern- 
ment and the people was arrived at and it was embodied in Act VI of 
1870 — the first Chaukidari Act of this province. The then Government 
admitted that the village chaukidar was purely a village servant and 
he eonld be appointed or dismissed by the village panchayet, without 
any reference to the District Magistrate or any other exalted personage* 
The people, therefore, consented to maintain him as best as they eonld, 
thinking all the while that it did not mean much to them, as the. 
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And thinking that the income derived from the allowances with- 
drawn and police lands resumed under Eeg^ulation 1 of 1793, would be 
inadequate, Regulation 23 of the same year (1793) was passed, which 
provided for raising an annual fund for defraying the expenses of 
the police establishments entertained under Regulation 22 of 1793.’^ 
This fund consisted of a police tax upon the merchants and traders 
only : so, there were three heads of income out of which, it was propos- 
ed, the village police should be maintained. 

But it appears that this last Regulation (Regulation 23 of 1793) did 
not work satisfactorily. The merchants aqd traders complained that 
there were oppressions committed upon them by the assessors. It is 
well known who these traders and merchants were in those days, and 
so Regulation 23 of 1793 was rescinded by Regulation 6 of 1797 four 
years later. Section 2 of this rescinding Regulation says : 

The produce of the lands and the allowances resumed, under clause 4, section 
8, of Regulation 1 of 1793, tieing still applicable towards defraying the 
expenses of the police, are to be carried to the public accounts towards dis- 
charging the same as heretofore. 

In other words, the police tax upon the merchants and traders was 
abolished by this Regulation (Regulation 6 of 1797) and in its place a 
stamp duty was introduced for maintaining and improving the police 
in the villages. Again there were three heads of income for the main- 
tenance of the village police. 

But various sections of the Regulation (Regulation 6 of 1797) were 
also repealed between 1800 and 1814, although they referred only to the 
method of raising the stamp-fees. Ultimately, however, all the unre- 
pealed portion of this Regulation were I'epealed by Act 29 of 1871, 
although its preamble still exists in its original form in the Statute 
Book, 

r> 

Long before this, as the income derived from stamp-duty was being 
spent elsewhere and as the two other heads of income were insufficient, 
the question of thix>wing the burden of maintaining the rural police 
upon the samindars was raised by Government and when it took final 
shape a Bill was introduced in the Governor-Qenerars Council on the 
26th November, 1851, iu which it was proposed to levy a tax on the 
landholdei's for the support of the village watchman for the first time 
in the history of British Rule in this province. It was most bitterly 
opposed by the land-owning clasvses of Bengal on the main ground that 
the Government were for ever precluded by the term of the Permanent 
Settlement from adopting such a course. 

Sir Barnes Peacock, 'subsequently the iRostrious Chief Justioe of 
Bengal, but then a member of the Viceregal Council, in a nanute, dated 



im} N0N4)m€^ MElfBSBS’ BX1I& m 

6ik MarcMnlSM, axgued the question from ail its diferent aspects and 
recorded Indeliberate opinions thus: 

The impseitioii of a tax upon the proprietors of agriooltunU lands for thi 
maintenance of the village police would be a violation of the engagement entered 
into by the Government at the time of the Permanent Settlements 

This view of Sir Barnes Peacock was accepted by liord Dalhousie’s 
Government as conclusive in 1854 and for about 4 years the matter 
rested there. 

But in 1859, Sir A. Ricketts brought up a Chaukidari Bill and 
observed that the landholders were bound to meet the cost of the village 
watch. This Ricketts Bill was, however, not proceeded with and the 
question remained in abeyance till 1868, when Mr. Hobhouse, the then 
District Judge of Miduapur, iiitixKluced a Bill practically on the same 
lines. This encountered much opposition and was finally withdrawn. 
But the ti'eiiiendous opimsition, which the Hobhouse Bill met, led the 
Government to depute Mr. 1). J. Mackneil, c.h., in 1865-66 to incjuire 
into the subject fully and i*eport. Mr. Mackneil after an exhaustive 
inquiry into the historical origin and development of the village watch 
as well as into all the Rules and Regulations, Acts and Laws passed in 
this connection hy various (fovernoi’s-General in (^)Uiicil, canu* to the 
conclusion that: 

The landholders, a« such, are not and never have l>een l)ound to maintain 
village watchmen. 

He, therefore, |»ro|H»*'ed the entire abolition of the village watch and 
the substitution thereof by policemen appointed by the Magistrate. 
This foire was to be paid by a |M»lice tax to be levied from the xumin* 
dars, who w’ould recover it as land rent from their tenants, who in their 
turn, would re(*(jver it fn)m the raiyats. 

It is needless to point out here that his pro}K>sal was intended to 
pacify the zamindar or landholding critics, for they were told to realize 
their amounts from the down-trodden raiyats. But history tells us that 
the zamindars and the land-owning classes could not be purchased by 
any inducement whatever, and as a consequence the opjwsition to this 
proposal was the greatest compared with all its predecessors. 

Then came the year 1870, when a «*oriipromise between (he Govern- 
ment and the people wa« arrived at and it was embwlied in Act VI of 
1870— the first Chaukidari Act of this provime. The then Government 
admitted that the village chaukidar was purely a village servant and 
he could be appointed or dismissed by the village panchayet, without 
any reference to the District Magistrate or any other exalted personage. 
The people, therefore, consented to maintain him as best as they could, 
♦KitiVing ail the while that it did not mean much to them, as the. 
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would bo their own man and as he would not be molested in 
any way by any authority, high or low, in the matter of his assessment 
list. 

Accordingly, on the 22nd of January, 1870, Mr. RiTers Thompson 
introduced a Bill in the then local liegislature and in doing so he 
observed as follows; — 

The Bill proceeds upon the recognition of the fact that the village chaukidar 
is purely a village servant, einplo^'ed for the protection of the lives and property 
of the villager, and looking to the village community for the regular payment 
of the remuneration to which he is entitled. 

As I have said before, this Bill subsequently became law as Act VI 
of 1870. The main feature was that the panchayet was to appoint the 
chaukidar or dismiss him and determine his pay according to his own 
light. The District Magistrate was to visit the village and explain the 
provisions of the Act to the people l)efore it vras introduced therein 
(vule section »‘l). The police was to have nothing to do with the pancha- 
yet, and, excepting the Magistrate’s power to fine any one who refused 
to become a panchayet and the local Government’s pf)wer to frame 
rules for the guidance of the panchayets, the panchayet and the village 
chaukidars entirely belonged to the villagers. 

This right of the people was taken away by Act I of 1892, which 
emp<iwered the District Magistrate to appoint and dismiss, reward and 
punish the chaukidars. Under this Act, the villagers lost all control 
over the panchayets and the chuukidai*s, who became the servants of 
the State from now, hut who continued to he maintained from out of 
the piXM’eeds of the chaukidari tax which, as a compromise, the people 
had consented to pay in 1870. 

Then came the year 1919, when the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act was passed. It is said that this Act has given us self-govern- 
ment in the villages. It was passed into law after the most solemn 
pramises had l>een made that we would W given responsible Government 
stage by stage. I need not remind the House of the sacred utterances 
in the Mother of Parliaments in this behalf. I know I have lieen 
described as an arch-destroyer of local self-government in this province, 
hut may 1 ask if this Act has really given self-government regarding 
the chaukidai-s? 

Before the advent of the English, the State used to pay and the 
xamindars used to appoint and dismiss the village police. Our rulers 
for alwut 35 years accepted this principle. 

Then they stopped the payment and transferred the contn^ from 
the people to themselves. 

They found that they ,^uid not maintain them out of the proceeds 
ol the State allowances withdrawn and police lands resumed and so 
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they pmiMiid additional police taxes. But they were either insnffieient 
or they not solve the problem, as their income was taken to meet 
other expmees. 

They wete so barefaced that they then, proposed to tax the people 
further for maintaining tbe village police. This was stoutly opposed 
by the people. 

They then gave the people self-government regarding village police 
in 1870 and then the people consented to pay something to maintain 
them. 

Then the self-government was taken away in 1891 and all that 
remained was the chaukidari tax of 1870, which the people consented 
to pay as a compromise. 

Then in 1919 what did they do? They did not give what their 
predecessors had given us in 1870 — 50 years ago — and they did not 
give us anything new as they promised to give in their Royal Procla- 
mation and elsewhere. We were fit to manage our chaukidar in 1870, 
but in 1919 after 50 more yeaia of education and advancement, they 
said we were unfit to manage them. It is, indeed, a standing shame 
to the administration of this country. It is a disgrace to all those of 
our administration who say that they are pi-ogressive and honest. 

In 1919, not only did they think that we were unfit to manage our 
chaukidar, but they also thought that we had grown richer to pay a 
higher rate of chaukidari tux and so they left the question of pay and 
equipment of cliaukidars and dafadars to the District Magistrate. 

If I have been an aivh-destroyer of local self-government in this 
province, 1 have not the least hesitation in saying that they have been 
the arch-conspirators to take away the very shadow of self-|j^overnment 
that is still left in us in every department of our life. 

I/)ok at the position whi< h has been taken up by them even to-day 
here and now. They oppose Kai Harendranath Chaudhuri’s motion and 
say that the words “ subject to the approval of the District Magis- 
trate ” should come first and then the remainder of the sentence. Tbe 
object is obvious. They intend to make the District Magistrate the 
supreme authority in these matters. 

I say, therefore, that we, the representatives of the people, should 
tell these arch-t'onspirators in the most unmi.stakabie terms possible, 
that whatever might be their final decision regarding this question we 
for ourselves want the fullest and the most Cfunplete control of our 
cbaukidars and dafadars. The words subject to tbe approval of the 
District Magistrate ” must go altogether. They have broken many 
{hedges already. 1/et them break the pledge of Mr. Rivers Thomson 
that be recognised tbe fact that tbe village chaukidar is purely ft 
village servant, employed for the protcsdion of the lives and property 
of tbe villagers, and looking to the village community for tbe regular 
ipayment of the remnneration to which be is entitled. 



m 


mmtvmuL umBmw 3ms. [§« 


[At tikis siag:e the Cennci! was tu! journed for 10 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

BiIni AMULYA OHONE ADOY: I beg to support the amend- 
ment of the Hon^ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Bay Bahadur of 
Kadia to refer this Bill to a Select Committee. 

I am opposed to piecemeal legislation and to a hasty one. This 
Bill consists of two clauses only, but as several suggestions have been 
made for the improvement of the provisions of this Bill, I think it is 
only just and right that it should be referred to a Select Committee 
to consider the details thereof. 

It appears that Mr. S. W. Goode has given notice of several amend- 
ments for the improvement of the clauses of the Bill. Babu Nalini- 
ranjan Sarker has also given notice of similar amendments. I do not 
think we are in a position to consider all these details. It has been 
stated by the Mover of the Bill that in the case of a similar Bill intro- 
duced by the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson the Bill was not referred 
to a Select Committee. It is further stated by him that in the case of 
a similar Bill introduced by Babu Indu Bhusan Dutt it was not referred 
to a Select Committee. But I beg to submit that there is no reason 
whatever why this Bill should not he referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. B. N, Sttsmal has made several suggestions, and having regard 
to the fact that he is the Chairman of a District Board of a verj^ 
important district in Bengal, his suggestions should receive careful 
consideration. I am personally of opinion that the matter should be 
referred to a Select Committee, and that was the reason why I did not 
send notice of amendments, or else I would have. 

Under \he circumstances I think it is right and just that the matter 
should be referred to a Select Committee. 

Having regard to the amendment of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker that 
it should be referred to a Select Committee consisting of certain mem- 
bers, it appears that there i» no opiiosition to the nomination of mem- 
bers nominated by Government and in tbe absence of any opinion to 
the contrary, I think we would be justified in accepting the suggestion 
of the Hon^ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Bay Bahadur of Nadia 
as regards the composition of the committee. 

BilMl AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: When the Bengal TiBi^ 
Self-Government Act was passed in 1919 I tried io do something in 
that direction. I moved an amendment which ran as follows: — 

The union board shall appoint such person as it considers fit to 
be a dafadar under this Act and shall, when a vacancy 
exists, appoint person to be a chaukidar under this Act; 

The union board may dismiss any dafadar or chaukidar/* 
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At I cried in the wildemeee ; the moticMi was not carried^ 

That was it 1919, a very significant year in which not only was respon-' 
sibie self-gtilNn'nment introduced in remote villages or (mid to be intro- 
duced, but aleo the year in which the Reforms Act was passed. We talk 
of provincial autonomy, which is to come in the near future, but what 
about this small village autonomy, even this insignificant villagw 
autonomy which is being persistently withheld? We are controlled 
even in this small matter, the appointment of even the village watch- 
men. We are seeking the removal of this control, aqd we are told not 
yet, not yet. You will have it not to-day hut to-morrow. There is no* 
knowing when that to-morrow will ever come. According to the Ben» 
gali proverb that to-morrow will ])iohably never come. 

Like dyarchy in the provincial Government, we have got dyarchy 
in the village also. We are very fond of dyaifhy. In the village also 
there is a dual authority; the Magistrate and the police, or to be more 
accurate, on the one hand the police and the village authorities, the 
Union Board, the panchayel on the other. If we may compare a siuuir 
thing with a big thing (it is going from the sublime to the ridiculous). 
Our cbaukidar is something like a Minister under the Reforms. The 
Minister is supposed to be a loyal Mini.ster, loyal to the people, loyaT 
to their elected representatives but in fact loyal to somel)ody else, loyal 
to the bureaucracy, following the bureaucracy like a shadow' to the 
lobby. Like the Minister there is also the cbaukidar who has got to* 
serve two masters. He has got the village Union Board on the one 
side and the police on the other, and w*e all know* how* in actual prac- 
tice sometimes conflicting orders are passed upon the village cbaukidar 
for the performance of his duties. The President of the Union Board 
is the real master Wause the Union Board pays his salary, but the* 
daroga of the l(M‘al thana is the de facto master, and we all know how 
these chaukidars ai-e treated; they are treated as nothing better than 
menial servants by sub-inspectors. What is all this due to? The real 
explanation is that both in the matter of appointment and dismissal, 
the real power rests w'ith the police, I say police, but the power is- 
really with the Magistrate. When the matter is analyased, it appeara* 
that the real power is in the hands of the police officers, and therefore 
we often find in actual practice that sometimes a village cbaukidar is 
dismissed in the teeth of a protest from the union board. It is not a 
matter of infrequent occurrence. If anybody thinks that I am only 
drawing a fanciful picture then I shall refej^ him to one specific instance'. • 
A chankidar, named Makram Ali, of the I.4iksam thana in the district 
of Tippers was dismissed the other day inspite of repeated protests of 
the union board; that is the inevitable result of this sort of dnafl 
authority in the villages. It goes without saying that the unimi boards 
can bar^y exercise any anthority over the village police; it is, there*' 
fore, high time that this small modicum of relief should be granteJi 
and not resented. 
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Mm MAIiliATNA MATH HOYS 1 web not inelined to spook on 
this question but os I baTO some personal experience in this matter, 
namely, tbe question ol the services obtained from the daladars oud 
.4>haukidaiFs, I wish to say a word or two, 1 know of many instances 
where this dual control has been responsible for the circumstances 
mentioned by several speakers to-day. These chaukidars and dafadars 
Mte wholly useless for the locality where they are supposed to work. 
They often evade the work both in the union board and in the police. 
Y^hen they are asked to do some work by the President of the board 
they put forward the plea that they are engaged in some work for the 
police, and therefore they cannot do the board work. 1 have also infor- 
mation to this effect that when they are called upon to do some work 
by the police they evade the work just as they do in the case of the 
union board work. This is an anomaly which must disappear and as 
the object of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act was to place 
these dafarlars and c'huukidnrK under the control of union boards pri- 
marily they must be appointed by them and dismissed by them, with- 
out any approval or confirmation by the district magistrate. The 
power to apjoint or dismiss them should be made absolute in favour 
of the union board. This will remedy the evils arising out of the dual 
system of control. I know of one instance in the Howrah district where 
;a chaukidar — I have heard it from a President of one of the union 
boards — was reported against by the President of the union board for 
neglect of duty; the matter went up to the District Magistrate; nothing 
was done for half a year, and then at last a note came from the Dis- 
irict Magistrate that no action would be taken in the matter. If this 
is the state of things, it will be admitted that the change in the Village 
Stdf-Government Act has not achieved the purpose for which it was 
intended. 

With regard to the other matter it seeems to me that certain other 
changes ai^ essential in order to advance the purpose for which the 
Act was introduced and unless these changes are brought about no real 
improvement will be possible. 


Silly BC40Y KRISHNA BOSEs The question seems to me to be a 
very simple one, namely, whether the pi'esent law* with regard to the 
: appointment of chaukidai's ought to be continued, that is to say, whether 
the union boards should nominate them and the District Magistrate 
. appoint them, or whether the union boards should nominate and appoint 
them also, but that their appointment should require the approval of 
the District Magistrate. This is the simple question before the House. 
1 do not think that as a business proposition the approval of the District 
Magistrate is at all required, but the question from the Government 
(Point of view seems to be^not so very simple. We may think that the 
ti^haukidar is a very humble individual but it appears that he is not so. 
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Mr. Nalininmjaa Barker^ ntamban slioali itot 
orow betwiiii the speaker and the President; yon have done so twioo 
witliin .five^linntes. 

BMhi liliilOY KRISHNA BOSEs It seems, Sir, that the chaukidar 
is not such an unimportant person. Whenever a bijf pei'son passes by 
a special train, these chaukidars are drafted from a distance and they 
are kept on the railway line perhaps for days together on a small pit* 
tance. I know that the Government’s statistical department will suffer 
if these chaukidars come under the control and guidance of the union 
boards ; if Government want to know how many acres of land are culti* 
vated these chaukidars are there to give that information. If a census 
of date trees or palm trees is necessary, or the number of deaths from 
8nake*bite — all these statistics aie supplied by the chaukidar. He is 
a very important person and therefore the District Magistrate must 
have control over him and he must have a hand in his appointment. 
He is supposed to keep watch and ward over the properties of the public’ 
as he is a limb of the police. The villagers know to their cost how 
their vegetables, their bunches of plantain disappear owing to the exist- 
ence of this watch duty of the chaukidai*A. They ait* made to do duties 
of gardeners at the houses of Presiileiit panchayets and jioliit* darogas 
if not other much humbler duties. And so they are to be appointed by 
Government. Kven this very simple task of appointing chaukidars is 
not to be given to us in these days when people talk loud of self-govern- 
ment. This is a very simple matter and I think it ought to lie discussed 
in this Council at the present moment. It is not necessary to refer it 
to a Select Committee. * 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: When I intreduced this 
Bill in the Council I had no idea that so many persons would lie inclin- 
ed to refer it to a Select Committee but Iwth from the Treasury benches 
as well as fiom the Opposition, motions have been tabled for referring 
it to a very big Select Committee. If I find that in deference to the 
wishes of so many members of the Council, most of the members art 
inclined to refer it to a Select Committee, then, of course, I must yield. 
As for myself I do not think that any case has been made out for the 
reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. Similar shoH Bills were 
introduced in this Council previously; they were considered by the 
Council and passed without the help of any Select Committee either 
big or small. So I cannot understand why my Bill should be referred 
to a Select Committee. 

As I have said my Bill does not propose any innovation at all. I 
have not proposed anything which does not appear in the amended 
YiUage ChauJddari Act or which was not in the Village Ohaukidait Act 
before the amendment of 1892. Therefore, 1 see no twuNm lor th# 
refemoe of my Bill to# Soloet Commits. The Conneil ean take ihia 
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small Bill immediately into consideration and effect snoli imfrovementa 
as they desire and {>ass it or throw it ont as they like. But to refer the 
Bill to a Select Committee would be a mere waste of much valuable 
time. I am, therefore, not personally agreeable to the proposal of refer- 
ring the Bill to a Select Committee. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Bay 
Bahadur of Nadia that the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1926 be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 
Mr. S. W. Goode, Kai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Khan 
Bahadur Easi Zahirul Haq, Maulvi Ekramul Huq, Maulvi Eader Baksh^ 
Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri of San tosh, Rai Sahib Panchanan 
Barma, Maulvi Sayedul Hofiue, Babu Satya Eishore Banerjee, Babu 
Boroda Prosad Dey, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy of Chakdighi, Mr. Altaf 
Ali, Dr. A. Suhraward^', Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur, 
Rai Harendrauath Chaudhuri and the mover, with instructions to submit 
their report as soon as it is ready, and that the number of members 
whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five 
was then put an a division taken with the following i*eNult : — 


Aktoott, Mr. I. a 
AMtiira*WtmafiM, Mr. C. 

AMy, MMiu Amulya DhsiM, 

AiitaiMfllali, MfHaA. 

AMyi Klian taliAdur t. Mabboob. 

4H, Mbiilvi layyiS •witaii. 

Mf, Mr. AKif. 

■urmbi Rtl taMb eaiitbafimii, 

••Mit ■aba Jbtifidra Natb. 

•Ml, tbf Non'bif I. 4. 

•Irlty, Mr. L. 

■rawiMi Mr. P. M. 

Obartrtt. Mr. C. ■. 

ObaiiAburl, Natvab labtSur taiyitf Nawab 
AH, Kban aabatftir. 

Oabibi Mr. o. j. 

Oaraaran, Mr. M J. 

OaiM, Mr. M. 

Of, Mr. K. 0. 

Day, Mr. G. 0. 

OaeaM, tba Han'bia Mr. 4. 

Oaa«i Mil iabaiar Pyarl Ul 
Dun, Mr. a t. 

Parmtar, Mr. 4. OampbaN. 

OlHtifiavl, Haiji Mr. A. K. Abu Abmti 
Kban. 

O aawba, Dal laluulur ■aarWat. 

QaaAt, Mr. 1. W. 

Mm, Kban OabaHur Kail labirm. 

Naapi, MajteOanarai KMiara, 

Napfcyfii, Mr. W. t. 


Abamaa, MaubrI Aabnnaatn. 
Abmaa, iiaubii Najmuaam. 
Abw aa, MauNi Ta y a b ua a tn. 
AbbMHl, Maulfl XannaaT. 



AYEO. 

Hotfain, Kban Oabaaur Mautvl Muabamin 
Hua, Mauhrl Ekramul. 

4amM, Mr. F. E. 

Jtnnaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Kbaitan, Habu Ofbl Protaa. 

Lai Mabammaa, Hajl. 

Law, Raja Rbtbtt Oatt. 

Liaatii, Mr. M. c. 

Llnaiay, Mr. 4. H. 

MlttfTt tir Pravaah Cbunatr. 

Muharjl, Mr. t. C. 

Nanay, MabaraJ Kumar trit Cbanara. 
Oatan, Mr. E. P. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Rahim, tbo Hon*blo Sir Abamr*. 

Rabman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Mibu Natondra Narayan. 

Ray, fba Hon*blo Maharaja iabadwr 
Ktbaunlob Cbandra. 

Ray Obauaburl, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Obaudburt, Raja Manmatha Nath, 
Ray, Mr. t. N. 

Ray, Raja Maniloll tJiifb. 

•abun, Kban Rabadur Manlvl Abduo. 
tarbar, Maulvi AMdi Rubbob. 

•naltb, Mr. 4, P. 

Rlai rtuti ian, tba Nan*blt Air HuRb. 
•ubrawardy, Or. A. 

Travoro, Mr. W. L. 

Waa db aad , Mr. 4. A. 

NOES. 


■a nar j ao , Oabu Ratya K tob ar a . 
Ranarjaa, Hr. A« R. 
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»m, Mr* MahMui. 

4Mri«r, MaMvl AfUb HmmIii. 
idiMi, MmMvI AMiir IUimIiM. 
KIwiit Mmlvl AmAfMt 
KlMU^ Mavlvt Mam UMIn. 
MamuniiUMl, Maiiivl latar. 
Malty, Aabw MahMidra Natfi. 
Ma•H^ Mr. Syttf M. 

Mttrm, tabu JagMuira Natli. 


M a r t a a , Or. N. W. «i 
MuhtrjM, Ma iMmatik 
NaMiar, iamt Mam Cl iaair a . 

MMd, laba Mawaalna. 
baManaa, Mamvl IM. AMhA Mbhar. 
Quaiar, Mavhri Ammi. 

Ralliat, Mr. braaaiMia Oab. 

May, Oami Abaatali Oliaiiira. 

Ray, iabii taraiHlra NatA. 

Ray, Raba Maiaaatba Natb. 

Rby, Raba tataanrlRati. 

Rby, Or. RMhan diaiiRra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa Saaltar. 

Ray CbauRliurl, Rai Rabatfar tat ya i Mra 
Natb. 

tarkar, Raba Haaianta Kumar. 

•arbar, Raba Nallnlranjaa. 

•ataiai, Mr. R. N. 

•an Oupta, Mr. J. M. 

TaraMar, Maulvl Rajib Ubiln. 

Yatin, Maalvl Mubananai. 


The Ayes being 58 and the Noes 57, the motion was carried. 

Babu Naliniranjan Barker’s motion was not put as it was covered 
by the decision of the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur’s motion. 


Tho Bongal Local Saif-CovamiiiRnt (Am ndm ant) Bill, 192Si 

Mauivi SAYEDUL HOQUE: 1 beg to move that the liocal SeU^ 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1925, be taken into consideration. 

In doing so, I wish to make it quite clear at the veiy lieginning, 
whether any kind of responsibility is to be handed over to the local 
bodies and, if so, to what extent. In the year 1917, if 1 remember 
aright, the Government made a declaration to grant responsible self- 
government to this country. Whether this declaration had been made 
on the consideration of the intrinsic merit of the question or merely 
to placate the Indian sentiment at the troublous time of war, devolves 
by no means on me to answer. I lefer to the first paragraph on page 
2^ of the Bengal Legislative Council Manual 1924, which runs thus: 

Whereas by the Goveriiinent of India Act, provision has been made for the 
gradual development of self-governing imitiiutions in British India with a view 
to the progressive realisation of responsible government in that country m an 
integral part of Our Empire, and whereas it is Our will and pleasure that in the 
execution of the office of Governor in and over the Presidency of Bengal, you shall 
further the purposes of the said Act to the end that the institutions and methods 
of government therein provided shall be laid upon the best and surest foundations 
that the people of the said Presidency shall aoqnire such habits of political action 
and respect and such conventions as will best and soonest fit them for self-govern- 
ment. 

Sir, we crii assume that these words are spoken with thfi best of 
intentions; yet the question of forces itself whether these things are 
talhed as a matter of favour or as a matter of right or more properly as 
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a matter of fact dr as a matter of courtesy. Bo the Indians deime 
self-goveramentF The answer will, to a great extent, depend on, from 
which end of the telescope the view is taken. Is India to be exploited, 
is India to oust her life blood to quench the thirst of the foreigners and 
bleed herself to death or her interests to be safeguarded from molesta- 
tion, her trade and commerce allowed to grow freely, and her solidarity 
and national growth to have an unchequered career? 

No one will confess to support the former and betray the cause of 
Ihe latter. If so, to avoid the one and to acquire the other, I know of 
nothing else that the self-governing institutions meetioned in the above 
(quotation ; these institutions are not to be in name, not in form but in 
real spirit and substance. Semblance and outward grandeur may for 
a time stupor a person, much less a nation, but it is sure to yield one 
day when its bare and naked hollowness will invite condemnation out 
and out. When it is somehow discovered that the author of the struc- 
ture did it, not with the best of intentions, discontent, suspicion and 
hidden anger will reign supreme in the hearts of the sufferers if they 
be not strong enough to retaliate the like for the like. Its result is 
far more worse than the plain denial. It is thousand times better to 
put the cards on the table than to make a show of fair play. If busi- 
ness is meant, allow the Indians to share the responsibilities or they 
should be plainly told that they are not fit for shouldering any respon- 
sibility. We find almost all dooi-s to responsible positions are shut 
against the Indians in spite of the declaration or pious wishes to the 
contrary. We can quote many reliable English authorities on the 
subject, To mention one, John Dickinson, m.r.a.s., f.r.c.s., writes : 

I could mention many other proofs of the perHonal bravery of the natives (of 
India) but it has always been conspicuous. Bo 1 will merely remind the reader 
of the brilliant native armies of Clive, Lawrence and Coote, which carried our 
way to Rmpire. And those armies, unrivalled for valour and loyalty, were 
ofiloered by native gentlemen with only one or two Europeans to a brigade! and 
this was our original s^nitem in India until the thirst for patronage, as usuid, 
surmounted every other considerations and substituted Europeans for native’ 
oflloers. 

Sir, I have never known any Indian to occupy, at the present 
moment, the position of a Chief Secretary to any Provincial Govern- 
ment, not to speak of the Central Government. My friends may refer 
me to Hon’ble Members and the Ministers, but having due regard to 
them I submit that they are more or less the creatures of tHe Secretariat 
which sway the greatest inffuence in moulding the opinion of the Gov- 
ernment ** Educate our masters are the words of His Excellency the 
Governor of the United Provinces. His Excellency referred to the 
voters. But we are yet tp learn that such education can be had in spite 
id the deprivation of the experience arising out of praetieal realiMea 
^ responsible career. We have heard much but we have seen lesc. 
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Motion for an adjourmnwit of tko bininaas of tho «*■>■»<»«! 

., *?’* CUPTA; Sir, I bejr to move for an adjournment of 

the fomcil to discuss a matter of urgent public importance, viz., the 
reoe^ treatment of political prisoners as evidenced by the transfer on 
fte 22nd November, 1925, of political prisoners Babu Jopesh (Jhaiidm 
(Jhose, Somesb Chandi-a Sen and Santosh Kumar Dutt from Berham- 
pur Jail to Hazaribaffh Jail without any sort of clothing or without 
pving them any notice to make provision for their journey. Kir, it 
is p^ectly dear from the wording of the motion that the attention of 
the House is drawn to the question of the treatment of political prisoners 
as a whole and as an example 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. That is not so. You have made 
your case definite, and you are only to discuss the cases of the three 
political prisoners named by you. 

Mr, <1, M. SEN GUPTA: Before you #five your ruling? may 1 not auk 
you to consider whether or not having regard to the wording of the 
motion, namely, the “ treatment of political prisoners I shall not be 
permitted to refer to the political prisoners as a whole. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Do I understand that you are raising a point of 
order ? 


Mr, J, N, SEN GUPTA: Yes, my point is this: the motion is per- 
fectly clear on this point, namely, that I am drawing the attention of 
the House to the recent treatment of iM)liticaI prisoners. How do I 
do that? I say as evidenced by the recent treatment of three of 
them Thereby I do not confine myself to the three prisoners I 
mention. Certainly I can give that as an illustration. I daim my 
right and I ask you to decide whether I urn entitled to speak on the 
recent treatment of political prisoners as a whole. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot agree with you Mr. Sea 
Gupta, because any motion for adjournment must be specific and must 
refer to a recent occurrence, and having referred to the recent occur- 
rence of 22nd November with regard to certain politictl prisoners in 
your motion you must (vn^ne your remarks to these three prisoners j 
alone. 

Mf* M« SEN GUPTAt I bow to your decision hut 1 do so^, under ^ 
because I say again that although 1 bow to the decision df the* 
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hm in tlus Hoiue, m 1 m bemud to do» tbe molutioii k perieo% 
idear that it refers to the recent treatment of pclitical {irisoiieta 
;a 0 a whole and as an illustration I cited the treatment which was meted 
4>ttt to the three political prisoners on 22nd Norember, 1925. 

Sir, I will not refer to-day to the feeling in the country against 
the Ordinance or Regulation III. The opinion of the Council has 
been expressed against them unequivocally more than once. We have 
rcondemned both the measures. We have asked the Government to 
repeal Regulation 111 and we have refused to pass the Bengal Ordin- 
;ance under which most of the prisoners are being confined at present. 
To-day I shall only refer — and I am sorry, I shall have to refer only 
to the three prisoners but I hope 1 shall be able to satisfy the House — 
and even though I am confined with regard to this resolution only to 
the case of three political prisoners — I hope, I shall be able to satisfy 
the members of the House that such treatment should never be meted 
out to political prisoners by any Government which desires to call itself 
•civilised. 

What are the facts of the case? The facts are perfectly clear. On 
the night of 22nd November these three prisoners received a chit from 
the Superintendent or the jailor that they were wanted at the office. 
At that time they had no clothes on the upper part of the body as they 
were taking some exercise. They were immediately marched before 
the jailor and they were told that they would have to take a journey 
immediately — a long journey from Berhainpur to Hazaribagh. They 
had to go via Calcutta. They protested. They said that they had 
masked for warm clothes from a month before. No winter clothes had 
been supplied. They said that they ought to l)e allowed to go back to 
their cells to get whatever clothes they could get hold of, warm or 
^otherwise. That prayer was also refused. They were compelled to 
take their journey that very evening without any clothes and we know 
that these facts were published in the press and the Government knew 
it on the morning of the 23rd. Sir, happily or unhappily I was at 
Hasaribagh on the night of the 2l8t as also on the 22nd when 1 travelled 
.down to Calcutta. I know that at that time of the year it was fairly 
cold at Haaaribagh — much colder than we have had here in Calcutta 
or in this side of Bengal this season. Not only were they not given 
imy warm clothes but they were actually taken without any covering on 
the upper part of their body from Berhampore to Calcutta, at any rate. 
After that what happened I do not know. But I do charge the Govern- 
ment with maladministration and ill treatment of political prisoners after 
4etention without trial. It may be that they have been under deten- 
tion without trial — that they were confined under an Ordinance which 
we wanted to throw out — it may be that some members of the House 
opposed us at that tiiie as they were convinced that there were feme 
reasons of state for such detention without trial-^d 1 ask t<Hiay the 



Hi' 

1<MM oi^Mte, iMikmltthr my Bb|^ Itumd* Oat 
ooMi||dttbi if Indiwi tkinlc tlMiA I 0 QOV Umi 
I tile lo^bjr on ^^ery ^ueation witlioiit etring wkvtli^ 
He OdTemlillkt is right or wrong. The question to^y is nx^ whethetr 
He OsNltxittleh is justified. The question is whether the Ordinnnoe is 
tieii^ edihiftiitefed in the spirit and according to the letter of the 
lew^ What ^ we find ? Some of the prisoners are confined under the 
provisions of Begulation III of 1818. Section 6* of that Regulation 
says:— 

Every officer in whose custody any State prisoner may be placed shall^ as soon 
as after taking such prisoner into his custody as may be practicable, report to 
the Governor-General in Oounoil whether the degree of confinement to wMch he 
may he subjected appeal^ liable to injure his health, and whether all allowance 
fixed for his support be adequate to the supply of his own wants and those of 
his family, according to their rank in life. 

That section is almost verbatim reproduced in section 21 of the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925 which replaces the 
Ordinance. That section runs thus: — 

The Local Government shall make to every person, who is placed under res- 
traint by reason or an order made under sub-section (1) of section 11, a monthly 
allowance for his support of such amount as is, in the opinion of the Loonl 
Government, adequate for the supply of his wants, and shall alfto make to his 
family, if any, and to such of his near relatives, if any, at are in the opinion of 
the Local Government dependent on him for support, an allowance for t^ supply 
of tL« ir wants suitable in the opinion of the Local Government to their rank in 
life 



It is the Government’s case that “ we look after them well, we house 
them well, we give them proper clothes, but for reasons of state we keep 
them confined Once that is admitted, I ask you, is there any 
justification for not allowing these prisoners to go and get their clothes 
from their cells F Is there any justification for dragging them away 
on a wintry night without any clothes to cover themP There can be 
justification only if the Government’s case is this, namely, that we 
sore treating them in that way so that their lives may be mined, so 
that even when they come out they will not be able to follow the 
ordinary avocations of life, they may not be useful to society, that their 
health may be undermined to such an extent that they may not carry 
on the work which they started — the work for the freedom of the country. 
Ihorelore I ask the members of the House opposite who have all along 
supported the Government in passing the Ordinance into law<^I ask 
them to-day to think and ponder whether they will by their action to- 
night allow the Indian paUic to be more firmly oonviii^ in their Me! 
timt the English members of the House do not care anything for ike 
mmriU of any queetion and that they only want to follow the Ootemamt 
into the lobby simply beeanee they think that the Govmmettt nmfif |» 
supported at all costs. I am sorry that I cannot give other hMam-ky 
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1 am eoi^ I cannot give other instances of iwcent ill-iareatnmi of pnU^ 
tical prisoners, wKich will iiorrify the members of the House, Bnt if 
they will come to me— -if the President will allow me another nmtioti 
I will cite other instances which will show that the treatment of political 
prisoners is a disgrace to the Government. We talk of the dignity of 
this House ! We cahnot protect our own citizens. We cannot protect 
the members of this very House. We ought to hang down our heads 
in shame for the humiliation and insult that have been offered to the 
members of this House. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 16 minutes.] 

(After the adjournment.) 

Th* Hon'ol* Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Sir, am I to understand 
that no other member wishes t ) ^peak on this motion, because if other 
members want to speak on the motion, I think it would be conyenient 
if I spoke after them as it will enable me to see Kow the case develops. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I did not find any one standing up to catch my 
eye and so I called) upon you to reply. 

lift t« Ca MUKERdls Do I vnderstand that you will not allow us 
to speak after the Hon’ble Member has replied? The practice in this 
House has been that once the Government Member has replied to the 
debate, only the mover of the substantive motion can reply. 

Mrt PRESIDENT I If you want to speak I can give yon the oppor- 
tunity now. 


Mfp S. C. MUKERdll Our point is that Mr. Sen Gupta has made 
on important statement before the House, and we want to know first 
what Government have to say on the subject. After hearing the two 
statement we shall be in a ^sition to judge whether we should speak 
or not. This is a case in which we have heard only one side, we hava 
not heard the other side. 

lift PREilDBNTi This is a very important point and I do not 
know how to decide. It is the practice in this House that after the 
GovOTment Member has replied to the debate no other member can 


Mr. i. 0. MUKIRdll Aa a vary old member of the House, you wilt 
remember, Sir, that there have been occasions when a statemoit haa 
been made by one member and the Government Member in ehanw haa 
r^ed ^to, Urn Presiaaat has allowed the House aa opportuiuty of 
mMauffitoviesraknoira. «a«y o* 
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WfV But this questicw is quite Mihmt Here Ik 

debate is li^pd to two hours only and the OoTerament has the right, 
of reply. It the mover of the original motion does not reply thiMit 
the Ctovemaleet Member cannot speak again. Once he has spoken I do 
not think, fnl}owing the procedure in this House, the debate should be 
continued any longer. 

Mr. da CAMPBELL FORRBSTEIIS On a point of order. Sir. Is it 
pemissible for a member of the House to speak after the statement 
made by the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson has shown that the state- 
ment made by the Mayor is not true. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I want to do one thing. It is almost in my 
discretion to allow a speaker to speak on a second occasion by way of 
personal explanation. I think I shall have to extend this nde a little 
further. 

The HoiPMe Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 am very sorry that 
I have been the cause of delaying this debate but it was not my inten^ 
tion in any way to shut out members from speaking. I only wanted 
to make my position clear that if the mover makes no further reply 
I shall have no further opportunity of meeting the jwints which may 
be raised by other members if they speak after me. 

Well, Sir, the motion is to adjourn the business of the House Ur 
discuss a matter of urgent public importance, namely, the recent treat- 
ment of political prisoners as evidenced by the transfer on the tsf2nd Nov- 
ember 1926, of certain prisoners from the Berhampore Jail to the Hasari- 
bagh Jail without any sort of clothing or without giving them any notice 
to make provision for their journey. We have heard Mr. Sen GhiptaV 
impassioned 8}>eech on the wrongs indicted by Government. I propose 
to give the House the bare facts and leave them to decide. Govern- 
ment had decided to transfer four detenus from Beriiampore to Haaari- 
bagh. There are a considerable number of detenus in the Jail at 
B^bampore and they live together in one association ward. There 
has always been considerable difficulty in dealing with them at Berbam- 
pore. Successive Superintendents have complained that it has been 
exceptionally difficult in that Jail to maintain the ordinary discipline 
among the ordinary inhabitants of the Jail 

IMw AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: On a point of order, Sir. The 
cose of Mr. Sen Gupta is— 

Mr« PRSBIOENTs Do you want to offer an explanation on boKalf 
of Mr. Sen OuptaP What is your point of order? 

MNi AKMIL OHANDRA DATTA: My point of order ie-Is the 
Hon'ble Member entitled to reply <m grounds which have not been 
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e^altenged t&e ^inriety of ^e <»der of transfer from Bm^hampove lo 
Hasaribagh. 

Mft PREtiDENTs I did not quite hear what Sir Hugh Stephenfioii 
said. I shall be careful about what he says. 

The HOfimie Sir HUGH ETEPHENEONl As my argument develops, 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta will see the relevancy. As 1 have said, 
•uccessive Superintendents have complained that the detenus at Ber- 
hampore have made it as difficult as possible — — 

•If* M. SEN CUPTA; On a point of order, Sir. I should like 
to know whether the Hon’ble Member is entitled to say anything as to 
whether or not these prisoners created anj* difficulties in the Jail on a 
motion that the business of the House be adjourned on the ground that 
they were not supplied with any clothes for a wintry night’s journey. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You referred to the sudden transfer from the 
Berhampore Jail and I think the Hon 'He Member is entitled to 
explain to the House why they were suddenly transferred. 

The Hofi’IHa Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: In the last few months 
the state of indiscipline has been particularly bad and the Jail officers 
have been tireatened with assault. I mention this, Sir, as you hare 
already surmised, because it explains the action taken in not giving 
the detenus warning of the proposed transfer. Well, Sir, Government 
issued orders for the transfer of four detenus. They directed the 
Superintendent of Police to see that these orders were served on the 
four detenus, Under the Criminal Law Amendment Act the order has 
to be served on the detenus themselves, and they instructed the Supe’>- 
intendent of Police to make arrangements to carry out the transfer. In 
view of the state of indiscipline to which 1 have referred the Superin- 
tendent of Police was of opinion that it was advisable to arrange for 
the transfer without warning the detenus. He was apprehensive that 
if warning of the proposed transfer was given to the detenus it would 
be impossible to carry out without dragging in the whole of the remainder 
of the detenus, and having regard to the previous incidents in the jail 
and to the attitude of the detenus on this occasion, I think, he had 
ample reasons for his apprehension. 

The train from Berhampore to Sealdah leaves at 1 am. The Super- 
intendent of Police deputed the Assistant Superintendent to serve the 
orders of transfers on the four detenus. He went to the jail, sometime 
about 6 o’clock in the evening. He sent lor the four detenus and the 
Superintendent of the Jail informed him that one was unable to travel. 
Ho further action was t%|Een with regard to him. The other three came 
in obedience to the tummcms to the gate-house of the jail and they were 
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l«md to HwHbifli and tiuit aitoiigiiiicaitt Ittd bean toade to to|i' 
amk under liioori tkat night to Hannhnirh. The Ihme ditoatol 
dedined to rtotoTo the orders on the ground that they had not enftoielil^ 
warm etothiag to go to Haiaribagh. The orders of Gomnment ultti 
aoocnnpanied hy a list of the articles which the ddtenns were to hi 
permittod to take with them. Those articles were in the possession cd 
the ditenus and in their sole oontroL Amongst those articles wmre for 
each ditenn 1 warm coat, 2 woollen shirts, 2 pairs of woollen socks, 
a mg, and, I think, I am right in saying, a sweater. When the ddtenns 
raised the point that the warm clothing that they had was insufficient < 
for the journey to Hasaribagh, the Superintendent of the Jail, who is 
the Civil Surgeon of the district, was appealed to. He certified that 
the warm clothing they had was amply sufficient for the journey. The 
detenus still declined either to sign the orders, or to take any further 
action, and at 8 p.m. the Superintendent of Police was sent for. He 
went to the jail and tried to reason with the detenus, but finding that 
they declined to sign the orders 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: May I know what is the date 

of the certificate of the Civil Surgeon al>out the ampleness of the 
clothing I* 

Tht Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: On the very same night. 
The Superintendent of Police thereupon took the necessary endorse- 
ment of witnesses that the orders had been served on the detenus. He 
then proceeded to attempt tollectiug the belongings of the detenus. 
For the reasons which I have already stated, reinforced by the fact that 
the detenus were exceeclingly abusive in thfir language to him on the 
present occasion, he decided that it was not {K>ssihle to allow the 
detenus to go henk to their ward, where the rest of the detenus were 
assembled, in order to collect their things. He, therefore, got the 
Superintendent of the Jail to depute jail warders to go to the ward and 
collect all the belongings of these three detenus. The jailors went to 
the ward, and letumed and said that the remaining detenus in the 
ward absolutely declined to allow them to touch any of the property in 
their room or to point out the belongings of these three detenus and^ 
had, moreover, so mixed up the things that it was impossible to identify 
them. 

The Superintendent of Jail then asked the Superintendent of Police 
to accompany him with the Assistant Superintendent to the ward and 
endeavour to reason with the detenus in the ward and to get them to 
point out the property of the three detenus for their use on the way. 
The only response was abusive jeers, and taking advantage of the fact 
that the ward had been unlocked when the jailors first went into it a 
conaideraUe number of the remaining detenus pushed their way past 
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4be jioliirs and mme out into the jail yard. Tiiey oongregatad mnaid 
'tiia ^il ^to^jhouae and iiiroiiglk ^ office window slioiited iaatmetioiw ^ 
file tiifee ddtenns in the office to the eflect that they should redat to the 
»end and it they were taken away by force they should throw off all their 
<doUiing so that they should be taken away nak^. The three ddtentu at 
'4]iat time were clothed in a shirt and warm chaddar. It is perfectly tnm 
that they had been taking exercise before they were locked up in the 
ward, but when they came to the gate-house they were wearing shirts 
and warm chaddars. They took these off and passed the articles through 
the jail office window to the detenus in the yard, and they remained only 
in dhutu. 

The Superintendent of Police then consulted the Jail Superinten- 
dent, who, as I have said, is the Civil Surgeon, and the Jail Superin- 
tendent said that in his opinion it would be amply sufficient for the 
journey if he provided each of the detenus with four hospital blankets 
and four hospital sheets. Twelve blankets and twelve sheets were, 
therefore, got out of the hospital store. The Superintendent then 
arranged for a meal to be cooked for the three detenus who declined to 
eat it unless they were allowed to go to the association ward. At 11-30 
the Superintendent of Police informed the (J^tenus that Government 
orders had to l)e carried out, that there were carriages outside and he 
asked them to take their blankets and get into the carriages. They 
declined. They were then lifted into the carriages and driven to the 
station. Meanwhile the detenus in the yard were keeping up a fairly 
continuous shout about police oppression with a view to attracting the 
attention of the people outside. The performance was repeated at 
the Berhampore station and the detenus had to be lifted out of the 
carriages and put in the reserved compartment. They had . 

(Here the Ilon’ble Member reached his time-limit, but was allowed 
to finish his sentence.) 

with them 12 hospital blankets and 12 sheets for three men. 
If they went paidially naked it was Iw’ause they took their clothes 
off and handed them over through the jail windows in order 
that they should be able to shout that they were being taken away 
naked. It was their own doing. If it had been a genuine complaint 
that they had not sufficient warm clothing to go to Hasaribagh then 
there was no earthly reason why they should not have taken all the warm 
clothing that they had and have asked for as many blankets as they 
.desired to keep out the cold on the journey. There is, therefore, no 
justification for regarding this incident as a piece of unwarrantable 
Jtulum on the part of the Government or the police. 

Maulvi IKRAMUL HUQ: I have heard my hon'ble frimid Mr. Sen 
Gupta as well lui the Hon'ble Member for Government with rapt 
attention. As a visitor^^f the Berhampore Jail and specially of the 



dMimt I CM also W look to tlw ateto of oliin pnmtiltef ia thti 
^fUMtar^ lilp friend kare, Makanj-Knnuir Sridi OkondM. Koadjr h 
also ft riait# kf tkat JaQ and be will beftr me oat wkm I tkftt 

llilMliri|jli|nMr SRI* CHANDRA NANOYt On a pDiai of pmoftal 

^ipknatioii. Sir. True, I am a visitor of the BarKampore Jail, but I am 
debarred from visiting the political prisoners. 

MMlvi EKRAMUL HUQs My friend, Mr. Sen Gupta said that if 
be 'were* to relate what happens inside the Jail compound it would 
borrily the whole House. Of course it would sho4'k and horrify me if 
be would have said that tlie prisoners in the Berhampore Jail were 
very badly treated for I know that the treatment of the Jail authorities 
in the Berhampore Jail does not leave much to be desired. 

Mr* 8ft Nft HALDAR: May I rise on a point of order, 3ir? May I 
ask if after hearing Mahamj-Kumar Sris Chandra Nandy, Maulvi 
Ekramul Huq visited the detenus? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a question, Mr. Haidar, and the speaker 
who is in possession of the House may or may not like to answer it. 
At least I cannot ask him to sit down if he does not give way. It is 
only on a point of order that he is hound to sit down. If you simply 
put to him a (juestion niid he does not give way but continues to speak 
I cannot help you Mr. Haidar. 

Maulwi EKRAMUL HUQ: I am glad that Mr. Son Gupta has made 
no reference to the ba<l treatment towards the detenus in the Berham- 
pore Jail, The only s|>ecific cases that he has , mentioned are with 
regard to the three detenus whom he has named. So far as this ques- 
tion is concerned, we have got the statement of the Hon'ble Member 
for Government and it is for us to judge whether what he has stated 
before the House is true or not and it is up to us to decide whether we 
should go into the lobby with the Government or into the lobby led* by 
my hon’ble friend oppfisite. 

So far 08 I know, Sir, the District Magistrate and other gentlemen 
visit the jail, and so far as I am personally concerned I have previously 
visited the jail and I have every now and then brought to the notice 
of tbe jail authorities whatever complaints were made to me hy some 
of the detenus and have sjioken to the district magistrates that the 
things wanted by the detenus should be supplied to them. So far 
the question of clothing, housing and fooding is concerned, I have no 
hesitation in saying that in the Berhampore Jail at least tbe arrange- 
ments are, on tbe whole, satisfactory. 

Mr. ift N« HALDAR: Is Maulvi Ekramul Huq entitled to go into 
the geneml condition of the detenus when Mr. Sen Gupta was not 
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allow»i t» <0 <«>f Ifr. 8«» 0«P** «JIwwd to rtStr «riif to jwM* 
cnlir toddairte and is MatdTi Ekraand Baq in order is dstosttof fMMa 
this KtftiidafdP 

Mr. PfIEf iOlilTf I quite agiee with jim that he i» etii el el*ilr in 
referring to the general comforts of all the detenus but he can refer 
to their clothing. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQt So far as clbthing is Concerned, from 
what I know, Sir, I know this much that the clothing supplied at*the 
Berhampore Jail is of a kind that many middle class people cannot 
provide themselves with 

Mfs KIRAN iANKAR ROY I Why donH you go thero for a few daysP 

Maulvl EKRAMUL HUQ« For a week in a month I shall be glad 
to stay there for recreation if allowed. It is undoubtedly true that 
some of them make complaints and they want more and more » 

Mr. is Ns HALOARs Is Maulvt Ekramul Huq referring to these 
three particular detenus or to the whole lot of them P 

Mr. PREilOENTS Presumably he is referring to these three 
detenus only. 

Mnuhri EKRAMUL HUQS I beg to point out, Sir, that I am refer- 
ring to the generality of them. I submit that these three detenus are 
included in this generality. The clothing that was supplied to them 
were of good qualit.^ and whenever complaints were made I drew the 
attention of the outhorities and they took action in the matter and had 
the thing done right. 

These are all, Sir, that I know of this ease and considering the 
limited scope put ui)on our speech 1 would refrain from detaining the 
House further but resume my seat witli these remarks. 

Mfa ts Os MUKERdlS Mr. President, Sir, when Mr. Sen Gupta^ 
the leacher of the Swaraj party and the leader of that party in thi» 
House, stood up and made a statement about the treatment of certain 
political prisoners it seemed to me that it was very, very damaging 
to Government. Sir, whatever difference of opinion there may be regard* 
ing repressive laws, I am perfectly sure that there is perfect unanimity 
in this matter, namely, that political prisoners should be properly 
treated, and that the Government — a civilised Government---- has no- 
right whatsoever to mete out any sort of bad treatment to a political 
prisoner. Having regaid to the }K)sition that Mr. Sen Gupta holds in 
this country and in this House I expected that ho woe fully alive to the 
sense of resjionsibility ai^ I expec'ted from him that he had all the 
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get tiM iDofl^i^iixate infurmiticm on > fnbjvei li|c« tbiii i$ Jlkilbf 
to otir op i^poot deol of oommoticm mi oicitoiiioiil tlunnigbo^i 
loDpii »nd tpoodth of tlie provincou 

Wtom a oi Mr. Sen Onpta’s posiiioii I did not oron Oimoeiiw or 
dream that this should be regarded as a plank in an electionoeiriiig pr^ 
paganda or it should be 

Mr, raitlDiilTl I call you to order, you are iitayibg aOny ilroiii 
your’ pcunt. 

lir.i,0. MUKERdI: Ibow to your decision. 

(Cries of “ you are seeking nomination/^) 

Mr. t. C. MUKERJI: These kinds of interruption are very rude/ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I appeal to the House. The hon'ble member 
should be allowed to deliver bis speech without interruptions. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Sir, a member cannot accuse us of making 
election capital out of this question. Certainly he has no business to 
talk to us ill this way. 

Mr. PRE8I DENTS I nm very sorty^ that he has made those remarks. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: You are sorry Sir, but he is not. (Loud 
laughter.) 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERdI: I am really surprised that my Kwarajist 
friends get awfully impatient when they get something which is not 
quite fialalable or delwtahle to them. Now, Sir, we hare heard the 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenstm and he has given facts and figures. 

(A VOICE : Where are the figures?) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Please allow Mr. Mukerji to 
proceed. 

(There were continued interruptions.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 appeal to Mr. Sen Oupta to keep his party iaa 
order. 

NIr* 8. C. MUKERdI: My friends think that by heckling me in tbia 
way they will make me sit (fbwn, but I am not going to do so, 1 have 
enough of heckling in my public life. 

(Cries of “ Sit down, sit down.**) 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. 
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twlorto this Houm i« this thftt these tliree political pdscmers ^ 

^lowo^ any ciothitJg. The ck»r cut answer from the B[on*ble Member 
is that they were supplied with sufficient and ample warm clothing 
^Question !), but they like petulent children threw away the warm cloth- 
ings and did not arail themselves of them. 

(A VOICE : Take it with a grain of salt.) 

Mr. t. 0. MiiKERdlS Well, if a statement by the HonTAe Member 
has to he taken nim gram »nlu — ^with a grain of salt, I think, t am 
entitled to say that the statement of the mover should be taken with 
a grain of salt. 

(Sbverai. voices ; With two grains of salt.) 

Mr, S. 0. MUKERJIi So far as I am myself concerned I am not 
prepared to say that the statement made by the Hon’Me Member in 
ihis House is incorrect or inaccurate. It is at least more accurate 
ihan the statement made by the mover of this resolution. 

Mr. F. E. dAMESs Sir, I have the impression from the previous 
^juestions which have been put in this' House during this session that 
ibis motion is moved more on political grounds than on humanitarian, 
grounds. 1 do not think any member of this House should confine his 
4iuxiety regarding the treatment of prisoners to the treatment of 
political prisoners alone. I think every member with any sense of 
responsibility whatsoever for his fellow citiaens should be extremely 
jealous of the treatment not only of political, hut of criminal prisoners, 
And that is the first point on which I should take my own stand. 

SMhi MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 rise on a point of order. 
Is it relevant? 

Mr. PR ESI RENT: What is your point of order? 

BMlU MANMATHA NATH ROY; Is it open to the hon’ble member 
who is now 8])eaking to go into the question whether the treatment of 
political prieoners is in any way different from the question of the 
treatment of ordinary prisoners? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he is developing his grounds, and as a 
lawyer you ought to allow him, a layman, some latitude to develop his 
point. 

BMW MANMATHA NATH ROY: Mr. Sen Gupta was not permitted 
to deal with the general question. 

Mr. PRBilOENTs Mv. lames, you go on. 
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/||r» Mtliii My Immi’U# frkad fcoiiipi 
m dknae points of order. Bit, inking tko Home on ho& eidni** 
±toiii tkat l^indpoint-^l we on this side hare to go upon are two 
atateanents Maade, first by Mr. Sen Gupta and second by the Hon^bls 
Member. |l is not possiUe for us to know the details (k jail admini* 
etration or to visit the detenus who are confined in the various jiuls. 
Taking the statements as we have received them in this Honssi I have 
endeavoured as far as possible to confine myself to these statements 
and I have an entirely open mind on the question. 1 find that while 
Mr. Sen Gupta’s statement was entirely a general (me, the Hon 'hie 
Member's statement was detailed in category and on every particidar. 
Mr. Sen Gupta's statement was one which appeared to be unsupported 
hy any direct evidence, at least he did not mention any. The Hon'ble 
Member's statement was supported throughout by direct communica* 
lions from the parties concerned. The third point is that while 
Mr. Sen Gupta’s statement was undoubtedly a national statement 
oalculated to arouse feelings, whicih I am afraid all sides of the House 
will one day regret, the Hon’ble Member's statement was a dispas* 
eionate one and Mr. Sen Gui)ta knows my countrymen well enough 
to realise that dispassionate statement is one that is calculated to 
appeal to them more. Therefore I feel that up to the present or until 
more evidence is adduced from the other side, the only evidence is in 
favour of the Hon'ble Member's statement. I trust, as far as posiable, 
all questions of race vnll Ik* kepi out of this discussion; I regret 
Mr. Sen Gupta dragged it in. We Europeans are in the position of 
people who are confronting an irresimnsible opposition and I will tell 
Mr. Sen Gupta, if you will allow me, tliat the moment the oppoeition 
on the other side of the House in this matter and in all other matters 
becomes a res{K>iisible one — an opj^sitiou which is prepared to take 
office— our attitude will considerably change, but until it becomes so, 
we are bound to give benefit of doubt and on the whole to give our 
support to the Government in power, as being a responsible body. I 
will also say this on behalf of my Eumjiean colleagues that if Mr. Sen 
Gupta will produce definite and authentic evidence of ill-treatment 
on the part of any authorities to any detenu at present undergoing 
incarceration in any prison, the whole of the European group will 
go into the lobby with him, but until be has done so, we cannot take 
what after all is an extremely serious irre8|)onsdbility and I do not 
tbink that Mr. Sen Gupta or any body else should expect it. 

Mw AKHIL CHANDIIA DATTA: In this question of the treats 
ment of detenus, of course, there is nothing new. We have been 
habiluated to this state of things from a very long time. It has been 
urged by a friend, whether of the people or of the Government— I 
do not know — that there is the statement of the Hon'ble Member and 
that ought to be the last word on the subject. If Oiat etatement was a 
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of 4h« Hoodie H^mbor hmiiJMiii 
lnio#M 0 »^ I for <m« widd oertaanly bare takan it ao Ghapal tnitb 
and tb# final word on tlia anbjocii But we all know^-w^e are noi 
eUldran and we angbt to know what is tbe value of that ototeEQUMotl. 
What 10 the source of the statement — What is the source of the informal. 
tkmP After aU, that is the statement, I must say, of the accused-^ 
I <h> not mean the Hon^ble Member to be the accused — but 1 mean to 
say of those people who are responsible for the ill-treatment of the 
political priscmers. Is the statement of the accused to be accepted F If 
any body accepts that statement to be true, then he only betrays hii 
absolute i^orance of the human character. Now, one of eur friendk 
has said : ** The statemmit of Hr. Sen Gupta ought to be taken with a 
grain of salt However, what is our experience F Our experience is 
this : on many matters we have got to accept the statements of Gbvern* 
ment with a grain of salt. It is only those who eat the salt of Govemment 
in tome shape or other, can aficnrd to take these statements without any 
grain of salt. We know the whole history of the internment and treaj^ 
ment of the detenus. It is all well known to us. I have said this in 
the open Council, in the former Council and in this — I have said this 
to responsible officials in private interviews — that in many matters we 
know, from our own personal knowledge, that these statements and 
ccmmuniqui^s published by Government are based on information given 
by irresponsible people, by people who are practically the accused in 
these matters, and therefore simply to say : Well, there is the statement 
of the Hon'ble Member and therefore the statement of Mr. Sen Gupta 
must be rejected — is a sort of argument which cannot be appreciated. 
We wonder if there is a Daniel come to judgment on the other side of 
the House, because when has has heard the statement of the HoU’ble 
Member baaed on certain statements not of his own but of other people, 
he has at once pronounced the judgment that Mr. Sen Gupta has made 
his statement in an irresponsible manner. On which side there is want 
of responsibility-^it is for the people and the ceuntry to judge. 

Mmi SARAT OHANDRA BASUs 1 am sorry I have got to trouble 
you at this late hour of the day with a speech. It is not my object to 
start a propaganda for election. My time is almost up and I do not 
know as yet know whether I am going to stand for election next time or 
not. 

Now, with reference to the conduct of the detenus we have heard two 
stories. The question is this: Which version is correct? There was 
a time, there has always been a time, when the presumption was 
that what was done by Government officers was correct. That is one 
of the fundamental principles of administration of justice in every 
civilised country. But it is something different in Bengal at 
any rate if not the whole of India. The presumption now runs in 
the opposite direction. |fear at home in my own district at Burdwan^ 
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lie#— not stokes) I will not say they lie. I have got my tOi^wot fit 
CN^eiminep o£om Bui 1 am aore of one tiuag and that ii 
commit in|ipUm but they aeldom own ii. 1 atadl not be eomot in 
saying aa baa cd my friend has just said that they never own it. That 
will not be correct. They do own it. In Burdwan I have seen that 
they do own it from time to time. But when they do own it? They 
own ii when it suits their interest to do so. It is then that they own 
their mistakes — mistakes made by high officers like the Commissioners 
of Divisions or the District Magistrates. 

Mfi PRESIDENT S Order, order ! I have followed your arguments so 
far, but I think you are now straying away from the subject matter 
under discussion. I hope you will come to it at once. 

lalNI SARAT CHANDRA BASUt With due respect to your dictum 
I submit very respectfully that they do commit mistakes and they own 
it when it is convenient for them to do so. However, upon the question 
whether the detenus have l>een well-treated or ill-treated there are two 
versions in this House. None of them has got personal knowledge and 
you have got only to judge of each by past experience. Our experience tell 
us that if we were to accept the version of Mr. Sen Qupta with a grain of 
salt we would have to accept the version of the other side not with a grain 
of sodium chloride but with a gallon of hydrarj-perchloride. It does not 
require any very great labour to come to the conclusion as to which 
version is correct, but at any rate my humble submission is that there 
are two versions and we will be acting on the safer side to accept the 
version given by Mr. Sen Gupta. With these observations I support 
the motion. 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTERS Sir, I listened with great sym- 
pathy to the dramatic speech made by Mr. Sen Qupta as he drew a 
barrowing picture of political prisoners being dragged away on a cold 
morning without any clothing — ^words of disapproval at such treat- 
ments, at such inhuman treatment were uttered on this side of the 
House — ^until we asked among ourselves if it was true. But, Sir Hugh 
Stephenson has given a direct denial to the statement backed up in 
detail, that leaves no doubt in the minds of the members of this side 
of the House, that it is a manufactured grievance. One of the members 
has said that his remarks should be taken with a grain of salt. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I would like to hear something new from you. 
We have had enough of salt already. 

Mfg J. CAMPBELL PONNEBTERl Well, Sir, if he has doubts in 
bis mind I have none in mine; and am prqbired to bhck Sit Hugh 
IMbpbsnson'i statement as being correct should an inquiry be held. 


There i$ e myiag tM bo me knew a cane mko 4m 
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That seyiug has been well illuBtrated here. Mr. Sm OnptA ahotiU 
be careful not to bring such unfounded trivial charges, otherwiee he 
will alienate the sympathy of bis friends. As the members are aware 
trivial questons have been asked in the House of Commons at home 
that has made some of the members of that House ask in irony : Why 
the prisoners were not supplied with hot water bottles and slippers. 

I regret, Sir, that the usual courtesy of Mr. Sen Gupta should 
have deserted him so far as to allow him to question the ruling of the 
President. I sit under Mr. Sen Gupta in the Corporation, and am 
always on my guard to assist in upholding his ruling there, and' as ho 
knows the difficulty in controlling the House, he is the last member 
that should add to the President’s difficulties. Before sitting down 
I would say that if Mr. Sen Gupta can prove any case of cruelty or 
hardship perpetrated on prisoners or any one else he will find this 
side of the House following him into the same lobby as himself but 
he will have to make out a better case than he has done on this 
occasion. 

Dr. d. M. 0A8 QUPTAs It was not my intention to take any part 
in this discussion as it is my conviction that bringing this matter 
before the House is like crying in the wilderness. I have not 
had an opportunity of having a talk about this matter with my leader 
nor could I have any talk with him about the matter of the usual 
treatment which is being meted out to those political prisoners. Wo 
have had a discussion about these matters in this House and we have no> 
thing to expect by a discussion again. The only reason why I stand 
here is because of the speech that has been made by Mr. James. He 
said that two statements have been made and ho wanted to have them 
compared. But for my part I find that there is no discrepancy in the 
two statements. It has been admitted by both Sir Hugh Steph^son 
and Mr. Sen Gupta that the detenus had to undertake the journey at 1 
o’clock in the morning without any clothes; and whether they did so 
willingly or not is quite another matter. If these detenus had tried 
to commit suicide would the bureaucratic Government have permitted 
them to do sop I am sure they would never have given such permis- 
sion. In the same way it is common sense to accept that these 
political prisoners should not have been allowed to undertake the 
journey without any clothes. Government are responsible for their 
good health and it is the Government’s duty to take proper precautioiii 
against everything. It is an admitted fact that this was not done. 
Sir Hugh Stephenson throws the responsibility on the boys themselves. 

I am sure he did not mean to do so. I can tell Sir Hugh Stepheosoii 
of a case in which a political prisoner was made to undertake a joumeiy 
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nat lui|e but Iqt tkat joumey and inm ba snocni&baa^ 0^ 

ibe mUmI H^t that there ia no ducrepancy in the two atatemeiite* 
The iiifet that the prisoners refused to wear their clothes at 
Berheii^r# does not in any way take away ^e responsihlli^ty the 
GoTemment had towards them. 


^Iir» d« Mk SBN CUI^TAS Sir, I shall be rery brief in my repi/ 
because I think the members who have opposed this motion for adjouni* 
ment have not made out any case whatsoever. I shall deal with Mr. 
dames first. I expressed my fear in my first 8i)eech in support of this 
motion that the members of this House opposite, especially the English 
members, would not go into the same lobby with us on this question. 
I knew as Mr. James has told us a few minutes ago that they would 
make a political question of it. We have not tabled this motion for 
political considerations. Ours is a humanitarian cry so far as thia 
particular ciuestion is concenied. 

This is not the first time that we have been charged with acting 
for political reasons. Whenever we have occasion to work for 
labourers on strike — people who are not able to eat or sleep and are 
dying from cholera — Government charge us with political motives and 
refuse to give a single penny. It was only a few years ago at Chand* 
pur, where this thing happened and Sir Henry Wheeler said — “ No> 
not a single penny will be given — may be that those coolies are dying 
of cholera, but we will not spend a single penny because the cooliea 
are there for political reasons.” Every cry for humanity has Ix^n 
opposed, every cry fur help for the labourers on strike has been opposed, 
on the ground that the Congress has taken up their side. And 1 see 
to^ay Mr. James getting up and charging us that we have brought 
this motion for political reasons and not for the sake of humanity. I 
say again that this motion has only been brought forward because we 
know that these detenus were taken from one place to another on a 
wintry night without any covering whatsoever. I see the Hon'ble 
Member wbo has opposed this motion has made a statement before 
the House, but it is not his own personal statement — he did not see 
these detenus being taken away in that way — be was not in the train 
when the detenus were throwing off their clothes; he is de]iending 
upon the statements of a head constable or a constable, or the jailor, 
or the Superintendent. Do you expect, I ask — I ask reasonable 
people, even credulous people~-do you expect the Superintendent of 
the Jail to admit that he did not give them clothes on that night P 
Do you ask reasonable people to accept this view of the matter-~that 
oh! it is the jailor, it is the Superintendent of the Police, they arw 
high ofiftoials, they have made certain statements and those statement# 
have been repeated in this House, why shouid^tfaey tell lies? 1 say* 
this — why should these detenus tell liesP 


'iHi ' 

Mr. f. I. iAWmt Iby I adt Ifr. iin tt Ito'lii^ 
to aiwirer me wltot ie toe pfeciee tTHmce of tbe etoten 
amktng'f 

Mr. 4 . M. tf N CUfTA: The etatoment of Sir Hugh. Otjfci eoB 
are baeed on certain gtaiemente made by certain officers wlio are eon^ 
earned in this case, but the statement made by me is supported by the 
statement of the persons who actually suffered th^e indignities, and 
I say this on behalf of my countrymen — I say this — that these men 
whatever they might be — they might be anything, they might be poor, 
they might be only Indians — but one thing we know — they do not 
tell lies. We know that these political prisoners do not tell lies and 
we know this— it is an admitted fact — that they were without clothes 
that night, that they were lifted away without any clothing, that 
they were taken through a long journey on a wintry night without 
any coverings. Sir Hugh Stephenson has said that they threw down 
their clothes while on the train, but that was not seen by the Super- 
intendent of Police or the jailor. That statement, if at all supported, 
is supported by a head constable, or a constable, or a sub-inspector of 
police. 

Tfw Hofl’Me Sir HUGH iTEFHENSONs I said that they thr^w 
down their clothes in the jail. 

MFb 4 b M. ilN CUFTAs That makes the case worse for the Govern- 
ment. It was the Government officers’ duty to see that these prisoners 
were not allowed to go in that way. They were lifted into the 
catriage without any clothes. Is there any denial of that — that they 
were lifted into the carriage without any clothes ? I say this that if 
they were actually taken away without any clothes on a wintry night, 
what justification was there for Government to take them in that con- 
dition from one place to another. There is no justification whatso- 
ever. Sir, what are the reasons, the State reasons, for which they were 
taken away that very night, when the Government officials found 
that these people had to be forcibly carried without any clothes, why 
could they not wait for the morning train whem there would be sun- 
shine and some warmth, why that very night and by that very train f 
That shows that they did not care whether these prisoners had clothes 
dr not and that fact is not denied. I submit that there is no case made 
cut by the members of the other side in support of the contention of 
Government that those prisoners had to be removed that very night, 
their non-remeyval without clothes that very night would noi have 
censed the Government of Bengal to come to an end. I can under- 
sta&d if it was said that the transfer could not be delayed lor even a 
ieer hours dr that they had to be carried away that very nighty but 
there ime no rees(Hie*:given why thuy ehould he eerried away Atai 
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Tory ^ l^ithout any dothing to guard againat odd^ Bk 8ngli 
8tep^ ./31I W said ihaii the prisoners refused the olothings. Ue 
was^ by the prisoners themselTes are that they were not ^van 

the - ;intt^ Whaterer the reasons, the ^t is established that they 
were earned away without clothes. Therefore, I submit that the 
ntamliers of this House who wanted to be satisfied that they were 
eanied away without any clothings that very night ought to be satisfied 
that these ill-fated prisoners were forcibly carried away that i^ery 
night in that condition without any justification whatsoeTer. 

Ttli HoA’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENtON: During the course of the 
debate I think nothing further has come out since my speech. The 
speei'hes in favour of the resolution have been merely iwlitical haran- 
gues and have nothing to do with the s])ecific case. There is one point 
that has lieen brought out and that is by Babu Akhii Chandra DattaV 
s})ee<rh where he lays down the astonishing doctrine that when you 
acc.use a man, when you bring a charge against a man, bis mouth is 
shut. You may not hear his explanation, you may not hear his side 
of the case at all. That, Sir, is the attitude u’hich the whole of thi« 
side of the House has taken uj) with regard to (his matter. 

BdMi AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: On a point of {lersonal expla- 
nation, Sir, I have never suggested that the accused’s statement ought 
not to be heard. 

Thg Hon’bto Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The words he used were: 
are we such fcKils us to l»elievc the statement of men who are accused, 
or words to that eftect. The whole atmosphere on this side of the 
House is comprised in that one senten<*e. Now, Sir, Mr. Sen Gupta 
has said that my ioto 4 'mation is Irased mi rejiort.s: tliat I was not there 
myself. Quite true; nor was he. His information he claims to have 
got from the detenus themselves, but he does not tell us how he got 
it, bec’ause the detenus have since then been in the Haxuribagh Jail. 

Mr. «l. M. SEN GUPTA: I may tell him that they were at the 
Berhamiiore station as well as at certain other stations on the way. 

Tht Hofi*M0 Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Yes, Sir, and 1 will also 
tell him that 1 have seen the letters which they wrote at th^ stations, 
to which he is doubtless referring. But, Sir, all that Mr. Sen Gupta 
got from the d^tanus was that they were sent away almost naked, but 
he cannot give us the circumstances under which the incident took 
4 place. He does not mention that each of these detenus had four jiheots 
and four Mankets. That, Sir, disposes of Dr« Das Gupta^s s peeah 
when he says tiiat the responsibility was on Government. Govemtfi^ht 
actually provided each d^nu with four hospital blankets before they 

15 



2U MOTIOIf mm^ABfOUnNMENT, he. 

mdertook the jonmey. Then, Sir, my answer to Mr. Sef^wpta fs 
this. His charge has practically come down to tliis : W^l^io not 

know how this happen^, but anyhow what we do know aoift# fllUt 
they were taken away in a naked state: it does not matter^f^lPletlier 
it was their fault or anybody's fault, it is an admitted fact that they 
went on the journey without clothing/' It is not an admitted fact 
inasmuch as each man had with him four jail blankets. 1 have given 
what we believe are the bare facts: those facts are based upon the 
reports of Government officials who were present — ^the Superintendent 
of the Jail, the Superintendent of Police and the Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Police — and the senior Deputy Magistrate in charge of the 
station was also present. The detenus asked that the District Magis- 
tiate should be sent for: the District Magistrate was on tour and the 
senior Deputy Magistrate, who was in charge, was sent for and he was 
present when they were removed from the jail. I think this House 
will decline to brush aside as being of no weight, or as being suspect, 
or as being necessarily false the statement of the only people whe 
are able to tell us what actually occurred. 

Dr. Ha W$ B« MORENO S Might I ask one question? The Hon'ble 
Member has said that the state of indiscipline in the jail necessitated 
the removal of these men without clothing during the railway journey. 
Is not Government responsible for keeping discipline in the jail and 
should not more discipline be enforced in the jail? 

TN Hon’Mt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; It is quite outside the 
scope of this motion, although I am prepared to tackle this question 
on any other iiccasion. 

The motion for an adjournment of the business of the Council was 
then put and a division taken with the following if suit : — 


AlmmaSi MstUvl AtlmiiStflii. 

AlimsA, MsiiNI NaJmiiMln. 

AlHiMtf, Mfevlwl TaytbuMln. 

AlMMiy Msiilvl laiMMsr. 

K m A lt Batou Rsmst OlMfidra. 

•aiitlii Msalvl Kadsr. 

•mmtjm, Dr. ersHUitluuMitli. 

Bsiiirjtti Basil tatys Kitiiara. 

Battii BaBu tarat OBantfra. 

Battb BaBa Bt|ay KrltBna. 
BBaiiravartli BaBM JaitaBra OBaadra. 
OBaBrairarty, BaBii tudartan. 
BBa m Ut a , BaBa Umat OBaadra. 
OBaadBiirt, Maalvl talyad ABdar BaB. 
OBaadBirl, Bai HartadraiiaiB. 

iNWfwf wnu iwnM 

Olia«NlBiiry» Maidvl ratfal ItpHai. 
tNaaiiif I BB*. Nmaat OBaadia* 
oat. Bvv Mrtal wsBaa. 


AYEB. 

Oat Oupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Oatta, BaBu ABIUI OBaadra. 

Day, BaBtt Oarada Protad. 

Oafar, MauBrt ABdm. 

Qaiifiily, BaBii KBasaadra NatB. 

Naidar. Mr. t. N. 

Hidiia, Maalvl tayadvl. 

RatMJa, Maalvl WaBad. 

NiHb Mr. MaBBaBill. 
daardar, Maalvl AftaB NaaaaBi. 

KBaa. Maalvf ABdar RaaaBld. 

KBaa. Maalvl Aaiaaat 
KBaa, Maaivi MaBI Uddta. 

MaBaaaaa^ Maalvl Batar. 

Matty. BaBa MaBaadra Malik 
Hiira. BaBa ia tt a dr a NaBu 
M a e iaab Br. N. W. m 
M a B if i aa, BaBa YaiaBaallk 
Maady. MaBaraj Kaaiar Brit OBaadra. 
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terMr* Sate Htmaiitu Kwmt. 
tarlMir, Mu NuUuinmiMi. 
teMMO, Mr. ■. N. 

•m Qairtm Hr. M. 
Mnw i ir i y, Or. A. 

TmMtri Haiilvi RaHO IMilii. 
VmIu, MaiUvl M u l i an u ai . 


NOCS. 


Matt, Hr. E. a 
AiUmH wiWtiuB, Mr. 0. 
iUMy, OUOu Amiilya DIimib. 

AMimM, MalUiil. 

AO, MaiiNI tayyMl Eultui. 

■mMI, Mr. 0. N. 

9hU Om Hwi'blB «. 4. 

Oirlty, Mr. L. 

Otmum, Mr. r. N. 

Mrtrtt, Mr. C. 0. 

CiumMiurt, Nawab Oababur talyM Naarab 
AM, Kbaa Babaatir. 

O abta, Mr. 0. 4, 

Caraaran, Mr. O. 4, 

DauA, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 
nay, Mr. 0. 0. 

OaaaM. tba Maa'bla Mr. 1. 

Oatt, Mr. 0. 1. 

EMIb, Mr. 0 . E. 0. 
yarratlar, Hr. J. OampbaN. 

Obaiaavl. Hai}! Mr. A. K. Abu AIimmI 
Kbaa. 

Oaatfa, Mr. t. w. 

Ouba, Mr. E. N. 

Haa, Kbaa Maiur Kail XaMrul. 

HaarU, Majar O a a aral Rlabari. 


Maybyat, Mr. W. t. 

Naaaaia, Kbaa Kabatfstr MaubH Maibamil. 
Naa, Maabrl Ehraaiai. 

Miaa, Mr. y. E. 

Otaaaway, Mr. A H. 

Ui Maba aia ia i , Hajt. 

LiaatH, Mr. H. C. 

UaMy, Mr. A H. 

Maatb, Mr. tytM M. 

HabarjI. Mr. S. 0. 

Oataa, Mr. E. P. 

Parratt, Mr. P. 

llablai, tba Haa'bla Sir Ab«^l^. 

Kabaiaa, Mr. A. P. 

Ray, Iba Naa'Ma Mabaraja Oabatfar 
Ktbaualtb ObaaAra . 

Ray Ob a uM b a rl, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray Obaatfbarl, Ra|a Maaaiatba Natb. 
Ray, Mr. t. N. 

Ray, Ra)a MaaUaN tlatb. 
tataai, Kbaa OabaMur Maabrl Abtfat. 
•aalib, Mr. A P. 
ttapbaaaan, tba Naa'Ma fir Hafb. 
Travart, Mr. W. L. 

ViliiarB, Mr. E. 

WaaMbaaA, Mr. A A. 


The Ayes being 58 and the Noe» 50 the motion wuh carried. 


Adjoummont 

The Council wan then adjourned till d p.m., on Wednesday, the 9th 
Decemlver, 1925, at the Town Hall, (’alcutta. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[9th Bkc. 


ProMMlIfiil 0 f tiM tfiHpil LagWathra IkNinoll HMnibM untfir Hm 
provisiofii of nm Covammoiit of IfNlii Aot 

The CouBcil met in the Council Chamber iti the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 9th Dec*einber, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


Prasoiit: 

The Hon’ble the President tKuiuar Shib Shekh ares war Ray) in 
the Chair, the tour Hon’ble Meinl)eis of the Executive Council, and 
123 nominated and elected meinl)ers. 


tUrrod Questions 
(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Calcutta Rent Aot 

aXIV. Babu 8ATYA KISHORE BANERJEE: (a) U the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Lo(‘al Self-Government aware 
that the Calcutta Rent Act was passed as a temporary measure? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to re{H‘al this temporary legislation? 

(c) If not, what are the reasons therefor? 

MEMBER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF-C0VERN- 
MENT (tho Hon'bis Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of 

Nadias (o) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(r) The Act will automatically expire in March, 1927, and Gov- 
ernment do not consider it necessary to curtail its duration. 

Oflioir in oharga, Baaman’s Racruitmant Bureau, Calcutta. 

aXV. Mr. M. DAUDS (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Marine Department be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken to enforce the recommendations of the Seamen's Recruitment 
(committee ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the present officer, for his appointment as 
Officer in charge, Seamen’s Recruitment Bui'eau, besides being Ship- 
ping Master, is getting much higher pay than was formerly paid to 
the Shipping Master? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what progress he 
has made in the work o^^organixing the Bureau? 
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(d) tile Hoii’lile Member be pleaned to »teie whether be is 
prepeiiiig '^He general and particular Line Registers of Seamen in 
accordance with paragraph 6 of the Seamen’s Recruitment Committee’s 
recommendaitions ? 


(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons of delay in the matter? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the Indian Seamen’s Fnion 
objected to the appointment of the present officer, on the ground of 
his want of experience in the matter of seamen’s lecruitment on the 
lines recommended by the (lenoa Internationa] l4ibour Conference of 
1920? 


(^) Is the Hou’ble Memlicr aware that the Indian Si^amen’s Union 
recommended another gentleman who had ex])erien(‘e of seamen’s 
recruitment on the lines recommended by the Genoa Conference, for 
the post of the Officer in charge. Seamen’s Recruitment Bumiu, 
Calcutta ? 


(A) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er be pleased to state the reason for which the said gentleman 
was not appointed? 


MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blf Mr. 
J. DonalfO: (f/) The Shipping Muster appointed in Decemlwr 1924 was 
asked to acquaint himself with the system of leeimitment and employment 
of Indian seamen in (’alcutta and to work out a seheme of reeruitment, 
having regard to the recomniendatioiis of the Seamen’s Heeniitment 
Committee. He has submitted his proposals, 

(/j) The present ificuml)ent is the first whole-time Shipping Master 
apjiointed in (’alcntta. 

(r) The memlH^i is referred to the answer to (rt) above, 
id) No, iHMiding the tlecisioii of Government on his recommenda- 
tions. 

(c) The matter is still umler the consideration of Government. 

(/) No. 

(ff) Ye*. 

(A) The raeinlvr is referred t«i the answer given to «'hiuse (/) of 
staned question No. XII of the IStli February* 1925. 


Mr. M. DAUDs Will the Hoii’ble Member be pleased to state when 
the officer in charge will l)e in a jiositiuii to let us know the facts and 
figures I'egai'ding the system of recruitment and employment of Indian 
seamen? 1 want to know the time he will take. 


TIm HcnlllC Mr. d. Donald: I would draw the member’s attention 
to the comdnding sentence in my reply: ’‘He has submittetl bia pro- 
posals. ” 
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ReeruitiMiit of Momon bg ihipirffig Imkon. 

*LXVI* Mr. M. OAUDS (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Marine Department aware that the Indian Seamen’s Union has 
repeatedly requested the Government to expedite the matter of organus- 
ing the Seamen’s Recruitment Bureau and to enforce the recommenda- 
tions of the Seamen’s Recruitment Committee by abolishing the 
system of recruitment of seamen by shipping brokers? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state what action has been taken by the Government 
to expedite the same? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what part the 
shipping brokers are at present playing in the matter of seamen’s 
recruitment after the appointment of Captain H. F. Darvell as Officer 
in charge of the Bureau? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
representation has been received from the Indian Seamen’s Union to 
do away with the shipping brokers from the Shipping Office, Calcutta? 

(e) If so, whnt action have the Government taken or are proposing 
to take in the matter? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state for what further 
length of time the shipping brokers will be allowed to supply seamen, 
having regard to the appointment of the Bureau Officer? 


The Hoii’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(h) The member is referred to the answer given to another (juestion 
put by him at this meeting. 

(c) Their functions are the same as hitherto. 

(^7) Yes. 

(c) The meml)er is referred to the answer given to another ques- 
tion put by him at this meeting. 

(/) Government are unable to make any statement on the iH)int. 


Indians in tha higher aervioes of Caloittta Port Trim. 

axvil. Bahu BORODA PROBAD DEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er in charge of the Marine Dejmrtmeut be pleased to state 
what schemes have been prepared, and what action has been tdken, 
in order to increase the number of Indians in the higher grades of 
services in the Calcutta Pori Trust, in pursuance of the recommenda- 
tions of the C;Ouncil of State on the motion of tbe Hon’ble Mr. Sethna 
in January, 1922? 
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(h) tlie Ho&’Ue Memlw be pleeaed to le^r <mi tbe teUe « 
statemeat ibe number of Indiana, Eurofieana and Ai^hh 

Indiana wnilcing at pinsent in each ^lartment of the Caloutta Port 
Tmai drairiiig a salary of — 


(i) B«« 2,001 and upwards; 

(it) Bn. 1,501 to Be. 2,000 ; 

(iu) Ea. 1,001 to Ra. 1,600; 
(tt^) Bs. 501 to Es. 1,000; and 
(r) E«. 300 to Es. 500? 


(r) Will tbe Hon’ble Member be pleased to state separately under 
each of the classes mentioned in (5) the number of Indians before and 
after the adaption of tbe Hon*ble Mr. Setbna's resolution mentioned 
in (a)? 


The HOfl’Me Mr. d. DONALD: (^0 Since January. 1922. the Port 
Commissioners have prepared and brought into existence schemes for 
the entertainment and training of Indians as Engineers and Traffic 
Cfficers and have in addition promoted an Indian as Assistant Secretary. 

(b) The figures are : — 

(i) 9; 

(iV) 9; 

(til) 60; 

(iv) 129; and 
(r) 148. 

(r) The figures are: — 

(i) Before January 1922, nil; after January 1922, nil. 

(u) Before January 1922, nil; after January 1922, nil. 

(tii) Before January 1922, nil; after January 1922, nil. 

(*i7) Before January 1922, 3; after January 1922, 5. 

(r) Before January 1922, 11 ; after Januar>' 1922, 33. 

Mni BORODA PROtAO DEY : My question was to show the num- 
ber of Indians, Europeans and Anglo-Indians. Nothing has been given 
in the reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please put your supplementary question in the 
proper form. 

iaSv iORODA PROiAO DEY: Will the (lovemment supply inform* 
ntinii ne requested showing 



Mr. PReilOillTl That ifl again more a request for aetimi. 

BilNI PORODA PROtAD OEY: Will the Government supply the 
number of Indians, Europeans and Anglo-Indians 

Mr. PREtIDEMT: That is again a request for action; I would 
request you to put your question into proper form first and then send 
notice. 

Aoidemiotl qunllfkHitjons of Engineers under tfie Calcutta Pert Trust. 

ax VI II. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Maiine Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the academical qualifications of all the 
Engineers at present in the seiwice of the Port Commissioners, includ- 
ing the King George’s DfK*k Construc^tion Works? 

Tha Hon’bic Mr, 4. DONALD: A statement is laid on the table 
in resiMJct of those Engineers with the appointment of whom Govern- 
ment is coin;eine<l, namely, those whose pay amounts to Ils. 1,000 or 
more. 


Stateuinif rcferrvd to in the reply to xtrnred question So, LXVIIL 

Mr. J. McGlashan, M. inst. (.k., Mr. J. R. Rowley, m. inst. c.e., 
Mr. W. C. Ash, B.sc., ii. inst. c.e., a.m. insi. m.e., Mr. J. W. 
Shaw, B.A. e-K-, M. INST. ( .E., Mr. G. E. Bennett, m.sc., 
A.M. INST. (*.E., Mr. A. M. Ward, a.m. inst. (\k., a.m. inst. 
M.E,, Mr. W. T. Wlieider, n.sc., Mr. M. II. King, b.s(’., a.m. 
INST. < .K., Mr. J. 1). Pearson, b.a., b.e., m. in.st. c.e., m.i.e. 
(India), Mr. N. R. Stratford, Mr. J. Laird, a.m. inst. (.e., 
Mr. N. Smith, a.m. inst. (.e., Mr. R. F. Meff, a.m. inst. c.e., 
Mr. A. W. B. Pallister, a.m. inst. c.e., a.c.g.i., d.i.c., 
Mr. A. Webster, a.m. inst. < .k., Mr. W. Fits Heniy*, a.m. inst. 
(.K., Mr. F. Hcnlghins, i.s.e. (Imperial Service), Mr, R. 
Kirkby, a.m. i. mkcii. k., Mr. L. Desbruslais, a.m.i.e.e., 
A.M.i.E.K. (India), Mi. N. MacLeod, m. inst. m.e., Mr. A. 
Camall, m. inst. m.k., Mr. A. 0. Day, ,a.u. , ikst. ii.e., 
Mr. J. J. Andrews, 1st Class B.O.T. 

Rttranohmcnt in the acnriocs under tbe CdoutU Port Truet 

*LXIX. BNNi BORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Dejiartment be pleased to state 
whether there has been any retrenchment in the sfrYiees under the 
Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta? 





(6) If ^ lum miuisr cffieiali wiHi liigli wMf dt 

dericM staff, peons and otker menials have been affeciedf 

(c) Mm many of the officers send claims affMed bjT retfenleliinmit 
are— 

(t) European; and 

(it) Indian? 

(d) Is it a fact that there have been casett of inclement in tho 
midst of retrenchment ? 

(c) If so, in what cases and why was increment allowed? 

The HMi’Me Mr. d. DONALD: (a) Tes. 

(b) Assistant Harbour Masters, 4; Assistant Engineers, 2; Personal 
Assistants, 2; clerical staff, 8*‘J; outdoor staff, 4; peons, dO; other 
menials, 215, 

(f) Europeans, 5; Anglo-Indians, .‘1; Indians, 83. 

(d) There have been two coses of in(‘rease<l emoluments since the 
retrenchment was undertaken. 

(e) An officer on the establishment in India was given a |a*nM>nat 
allowance on spec ial and jiersonal grounds. The pay of the Commis* 
sioners’ London Agent was increased, partly on general gniunds and 
partly in consideration of siK*cial work connected with the King' 
George’s IWk. 

ExfMnditttre on, and inoomo from, i^irtora oonUrtiotid for hlgli olfMalo 
of Calcutta Port Trust at Portland Park. 

aXX. BMitt BORODA PROSAD DEY: Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Marine DepaHraent be pleased to state — 

(i) what expenditure has been inc urred !>>• the Oalcnitta Port Com- 
missioners in constinicting ciuaiieis fer high officials at 
Portland Park; 

(fi) what interest is annually paid lor the money expended; and 

(Hi) what rents are recovered from the occupiers of these (|uarteraP 

Tlw Hon’Mo Mr. J. DONALD: (i) Rs. 14,67,144. 

(») Rs. 85,928. 

(tu) Rs. 51,516 approximately per annum. 

Baku BORODA PROiAD DEY: How do the Fort Commssionera 
propose to meet the deficit between the interest and the income? 

UlO Noil%lt Mr. d. DONALD: The member might ascertain that 
by referring to the Port Trust. 



Ml 



ixtra MpfiM In Urn Mmtti MHo^ 


^LXXft Ofi ilDHAN OHANORA ROYS (a) Has tlie aiteniiaB at 
^he Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to a memorial addressed to the Secretary to the GKyvemment of 
Bengal, Education Department, Registration Branch, by the eactra 
copyists attached to the office of the District Registrar of Assurances, 
Calcutta, stating— 

(t) that the pay of Es. 30 which they get is toe small for bare 
living in Calcutta; 

(it) that they get no kind of leave on account of illness, although 
they perform the same work as the permanent copying 
staff; and 

(m) that their earnings compare unfavourably even with those 
of the extra cx>pyi8t8 in the mufassnl, who are paid acooird- 
ing to outturn of work? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to give them adequate relief by- - 

(/) increasing the mte of their pay; and 

(ii) allowing sick leave in case of illness? 


MiMBER in olitrga of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (ttio 
llon'blf iir Abd-iir-Raliliii): (o)(t), (U) and (Hi) Yes. 

(6) (i) A proposal to put the extra copyists in the Calcutta Registra- 
tion Office on a piece-rate and to fix the rate at Re. 1-4 per 3,000 words 
as now being considered by Government. 

(h) (ii) This do<»8 not arise. 


Pilitiom iddreiiiE to Mr. CMding by dMomis. 

^LXXII. Mr. KIRAN EANKAR ROYt Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(t) hiw many petitions were addressed to Mr. Gladding from the 
political detenus of Midnapore and Alipore Jails only for 
the last 3 months; 

(ti) how many of them have been replied to; and 

(m) how many of them have been intmtsepted by the Inapecior- 
General of Prise tis, Bengal? 



im.} mnHfjiws. ^ 

MtMlp li tfittrtitr rOLIYieAt 

9k (t), (tt) and (ttO The number of peittimia 

sulmiitted Goirenunent it coBsidersble; tm entifer it tlwigr* 
unlett the imtitton it frivoloiut or worded in improper langutige* 

Mr. KIHAN MNKAR ROYS What it the antwer to claute (m) of 
my quettionP No antwer has been gi^en to it. 

Tlw Nonlllf Sir MUCH STEPHENSONS No petitiont are intercept- 
ed by the Inspector-General of Prisons, except on the last ground. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS 1 think the answer is not quite relevant and I 
would advise the Government Members to see that answers are always 
relevant. The question is “ how many of them have Wen intercepted by 
the Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal, ” and the reply ought to have 
been either so many or none, or that Government is not prepared to give 
any answer. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to slate what was there in the iretitinns that were 
submitted by the detenus? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not arise out of this question. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROYs Will the llon’ble MemWr be pleated to 
fttate whether then* was any allegation <jf ill-treatment in those petitiont? 

Tlia Hatl’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I want fresh notice of 

this. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: May I ask the Hon’hle MemWr to stato how 
many of these petitions were intercepted? 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Order, order! I have already drawn the atten- 
tion of the Honl)le Member to that. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon ble Member be pleased to 
state whether there was any allegation of illness in those petitions? 

Tha H0ii*lllf Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I am not quite sure; 
probably there was. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether in those petitions there was any request for medical treat- 
ment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid these supplementary questions do not 
properly arise out of the main question, and I oannot allow them 
further. 



QUKTIONS. 


{9th Die. 


Jait iM aiif itiO ii and raaranli to C aiiip aiind t rt » 

•LXXIII. iabu lUDAIIMN CHAKRAVORTYs (a) WiU ilia 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Berenne (Jails) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the jail allowance of the Sub* 
Assistant Surgeon was raided in 1922 from Bs. 15 to Bs. 50, but the 
compounders’ jail allowance of Bs. 5 has not been raised? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Sab*Assistant SurgpoQn gets a Ipmp sum 
as reward for low mortality in jails, but that no such reward is giyen 
to the compounders? 

(c) Is it a fact that no reward is given to the compounders for 
low mortality in jails? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the jail allowances and of paying jail rewards to the compounders in 
the near future? 

MEMBER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [4AILS] (tho 
Hon'blf Bir Hugli Stophonson): (a) The Siib-Assistaht Surgeon’s allow- 
ance was raised in 1922 from Bs. 15 to rates varying from Bs. 25 to Bs. 50. 
The compounders’ allowance, which was fixed in 1915, was not raised in 
1922, but their pay, which w'as Bs. 15 rising to Bs. 20, in 1916, 
was laised in 1919 and again last year. It is j»ow Bs. 30 to Bs. 40. 

(h) and {<') Bcwards for specially gdorl work during the year are 
given to Sul>-A8sistant Surgwns, but not to compounders. 

(d) No. ... 

Touring by Mr. 4. C. Prenoh, Collootqr of Bonkurt. 

«LXXIV. Babu UMES CHANDRA CHATTER4EE: (a) Will the 
Uoii’ble Member in charge of the Department of Beveuue be pleased 
to state how many days in each month were spent in touring by 
Mr. tl. (’. French, Collector of Bankura, since his up])ointmeut at 
Bankura? 

(h) Will the Hon 'hie MemW be pleawd to state the nature of 
work done by the said (Collector of JBaukura when he was ou tpur? 

(r) Will the Hoii’ble Member l>e pleased to state the amount of 
travelling allowance drawn by the said Collector of Bankura in each 
month sincie his appointment at Bankura? 

MEMBER in oluuli of DEPARTMENT REVENUE [ FORESTS] 
(tbo Non'Mo Mtbtrb|t Kibauiiith Cbamirt Rty Bahadur of Nadia): (a) 

and (r) A statement showing the number of days spent on tour and the 
travelling allowance drawn by the Collector of Bankura is laid on ^tha 
taWe. 





QUECTIOKS. 
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(6) BoiMift tke tttuti iaapectiouft of local offices aad iiiilitwiiUMBit 
the CoUctctov made tours iu ccManecttou with eoheiues of ini|pstioii and 
irrigation societies, and aci'ompanied the Consenrator of Forests on an 
extensive tour of the jungly are« made by the latter at the request 
of Government. Some moiithK ago, the Commissioner drew the atten» 
tion of the Collector to the apparent excess iu touring, and the subjec't 
is now under the consideration of Government. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) and (c) of starred 
question .V«. LXXIV, 

MoXTU, NrnBER of days SrKNT (»N TOr» AND TBAVRI.LIKO 
ALLOWANCE DRAWN. 

SeptemWr, 1924-41; Rm. 1()7.2; t»ctolH*r, 1924 -9; Rs, 135; 
Novenil)er, 1J>24 — 27; Rh. 252-1 ; Decemlier, 1924 — 9; Rh. 121-4; 
Januarj', 1925—24; R^. ^19-12; February, 1925—24; its. 231-4; 
March, 1925— 20; Rs. 271-4; April. 1925—21; Rs. 247; 
May, 1925 — 10; Rs. HKi-4; June, 1925 — nil; nil; duly, 1925— 
1; August, 1925 — 7; Rs. 02 foi both inontbs; Septemlier, 
1925— Nil; nil. 

CorrMpotidanoe between an ex-Ghairman ef Vithniipur Munioipelity and 
Divisional Commleeionar. 

*LXXV. Babu UMiS CHANDRA CHATTERdEBs Will the 
Hou’ble Member in chaige of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether he is prepared to lay on the table the 
correspondence that passed between Babu Bholanath Bhattacharjee and 
Mr. Cook, the Commissioner of the Burdwau Division, on the subject 
of the former’s resignation of the office of Chairman of the Vishnupur 
Municipality in the district of BaiikuraF 

Tbe Honlila Mtluua|a KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Bibaffiir 
ef Nidia: It is not usual to publish such correspondence and Oovem- 
meni see no reason for departing from tbe rule in this case. 


*LXXVI. BffiM KHAQENORA NATH OANQULYl (a) Is 

Hou'ble Member in charge of the Department of Public W'orks (Rau- 
weys) aware of ike inconvenience claused to all sorts of vehicular and 





JM QUESTIOSS. [9i:h OiOc 

loot traffic on the DoImob and Grand Trunk Boade in Howrah by the 
frequent closing by the Railway authorities of the gates on the lines 
popularly called the Punjab lines? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that these gates are sometimes 
kept closed for periods varying from 15 to 20 minutes at a stretch? 

.(c) Is the Hon 'hie Member aware that during those periods the 
goods trains are kept shunting on the railway lines? 

(d) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of moving the 
Railway authorities to take the necessary steps to minimise this griev- 
ance of u large section of the people of Howrah? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of suggesting 
to the Railway authorities that steps be taken to constnict bridges over 
these plac’es? 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
[RAILWAYS] (tlio Hon’bio Mr. d. Donald)! (a) All Railway level- 
crossings cause a certain amount of inconvenience. 

(b) No. 

(c) Trains occupy for certain very short j)€riod8 of the day tracks 
astride the roads in question at these level-crossings. 

(d) The Railway Administration has always had in view the 
minimising as far as possible of inconvenience to road traffic at these 
level-crossings. 

(e) No, 


Pay of Volorlnary AsoitUntt and Inspeotort. 

*LXXVII. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEAl Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of Yeterinary Assistants and Inspectors in 
Bengal; 

(it) the present scale of pay of each class of officers; 

(tit) when the scale of their pay was last revised; and 

(iv) whether any revision of their present scales of pay is under 
the consideration cl Government? 

MBMBBR in oharga of DEPARTMENT of AQRICULTUhE and 
INOUiTRIES (tilt Honllli Sir Hugh Blopliaiiton): (i) The total nnmW 
of Yeterinary” Assistant Surgeons and Inspectors in Bengal is at present 
117 and 21, respectively. 

(ii) The present acale of pay of each class of officers is : — 

Inspectm, Rs. lOd^S — 175 per mensem. 

Yeterinary Assistant Surgeems, Rs. 60—10/6 — 100 per manaem. 



QUESTIONS. 


(m) lili leak of pay of Inqieetnn was lart miaed in 1916 and that 
of Veterinaty Anistant Sargeona in 1919 . 

iiv) At regards the revision of the pay of Inspectors, the niemW 
IS referred to the answer to part (^,) of unstarred question No. 43, 
given at the meeting of the Council held on the 13th August, 1926. 

The question of the revision of the pay of Veterinary Assistant 
Surgeons is at present under consideration. 


HaaKb of oartain dManus. 

•LXXVIll. Baku NALINIRANJAH BARKBRi Will the IWhk- 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the present state of the health of the 
follcwing d4t«nii8f viz . : — 

(1) Srijut Satish Chandra Chakra varti; 

(2) Srijut Jiban Lai Chatarji; 

(3) Srijut Suresdra Mohan Ghosh; 

<4) Srijut Subhas Chandra Bo«e; 

(5) Srijut Puma (-handra Daa; 

(6) Srijut Jyotis Chandra Ohose; and 

(7) Srijut Naresh Chandra Chaudhuri 

detailing thermn — 

(t) the illneaa, if any, which all or any of them hav© heem 
suffering ; 

(»») the mod© of treatment resorted to in ©och case; 

(uf) their present condition cf health; and 
(ir) the loss of weight suffered by any of themP 

Tlli Hon’Mt Sir MUCH STEPHiNtONi A statement is laid o» 
the table. 

Stati^ent referred to in the reply to itarred quation No, LXXVIIL 

Name. — Nareeh Chandra Dutta Chaudhuri. 

Recent illneas, if any. — Appendicitis. 

Mode of treatment. — Operation. 

Present health according to last repoK received. — Satisfactory. 

Ik. A. I..A : ^ 
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QUB8TIGN8. 


[9mD0e. 


loot traffic on tlie Dobson and Grand Trunk Roads in Howrab by the 
frequent closing by the Railway authorities of the gates on tilie lines 
popularly called the Punjab lines? 

(6) Is, the Hon'ble Member aware that these gates are sometimee 
kept closed for periods varying from 15 to 20 minutes at a stretch? 

•(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that during those periods the 
goods trains are kept shunting on the railway lines? 

(//) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Railway authorities to take the necessary steps to minimize this griev^ 
ance of a large section of the people of Howrah ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of suggesting 
to the Railway authorities that steps be taken to construct bridges over 
these places? 

MEMBER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
I RAILWAYS] (tN Hon’BIO Mr. 4. Donald): (a) All Railway level- 
crossings cause a certain amount of inconvenience. 

(5) No. 

(c) Trains occupy for certain very short periods of the day tracks 
astride the roads in question at these level-crossings. 

(d) The Railway Administration has always had in view the 
minimizing as far as possible of inconvenience to road traffic at these 
level-crossings. 

(e) No. 


Pay of Voterinary Aiaislants and Intpooiora. 

•LXXVIl. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state — 

(t) the total number of Veterinary Assistants and Inspectors in 
Bengal; 

(ii) the present scale of pay of each class of officers; 

(iti) when the scale of their pay was last revised ; and 
(tv) whether any revision of their present scales of pay is under 
the consideration cl Government? 

MEMBER in oliario of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTUHE and 
iNDUiTRIEt(tllf Honlllf ilr HugliBtipliinsoiOs (t) The total number 
of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons and Inspectors in Bengal is at present 
il7 and 21, respe<'tively. 

^ (it) The present scale of pay of each clasa of officers is ; — 

Inspectors, Rs. 100— >1^176 par mensem. 

Veterinary Assistant Surgeons, Rs. 50— 10/&— 100 per mensem. 



1*86.] QUESTIOKS. UT 

(m) T# Male of pay of Inqiecton was lait rariMd in 1916 and tkafc 
of Veteiin«r^ Aauttani SurgeooA in 1919. 

(f») Aft rtgards tlie revisiou of the pay of Intpeotont, the menihet* 
is referred to the answer to part (g) of unstarred question No. 43, 
given at the meeting of the Council held on the 13th August, 19:i*>, 

The question of the revision of the pay of Veterinary Assi^anl 
Surgeons is at present under consideration. 


Hftftith of oortain iMtonus. 

aXXVIll. Babu NALINIRANdAN SARKBRl WiU the Hon hW 

Member in charge of the Politicnl Dejiartment be pleased lo lay on 
the table a statement showing the present state of the health of the 
follcwing detenus, w. .• — 

(1) Srijut Satish Chandra Chakravarti; 

(2) Srijut Jiban Lai Ohatarji; 

(t3) Srijut Surendra Mohan Ghosh; 

(4) Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(6) Srijut Purna Chandra Das; 

l6) Srijut Jyotis Chandra Ghose; and 

(7) Srijut Naresh Chandra Chaudhuri 

detailing therein — 

(f) the illness, if any, which all or any of them have bee* 
suffering ; 

(ti) the mode of treatment resorted to in each case; 

Gif) their present condition cf health; and 
{iv) the loss of weight suffered by any of them? 

Thft Hwi’Mft Sir HUGH iTBPHENSONl A sUtement U laid oia 
the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to itarred question No. LXX Vlll. 

Name.— Naresh Chandra Dutta Chaudhuri. 

Recent illness, if any. — Appendicitis. 

Mode of treatment. — Operation. 

Preset health according to last report received.— Satiftfaotory. 
Weight in Ibe. acccrding to last report received.— 117 Iba. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[9th Bbc. 


Nam©.— Jyotish Chandra Ghosh. 

Bocent illness, if any. — Mental depression. 

Mode of treatment. — ^Removal at his own request to a different 
place of detention. 

Present health according to last report received. — Improved. 
Weight in lbs. according to last report received. — 184 lbs. 

Name. — Surendra Mohan Ghosh. 

Becjent illness, if any. — None. 

Present health awiording to last report received 

Weight in lbs. according to last report received 

Name. — .Tiban liul Chatarji 
Recent illness, if any. — None. 

Present health according to last repoH received. — Satisfactory. 

Weight in lbs. according to last report received. — lOT lbs. 

Name. — Satish Chandra Chakra baHti. 

Recent illness, if any. — None. 

Present health according to last report received. — Satisfactory. 
Weight ill lbs. according to last report received. — 120 lbs. 

Name. — Subash Chandm Basu. 

Recent illness, if any. — See i*eply to Council question No. 21. 
Present health according to last report received. — Satisfactory. 
Weight in lbs. according to last report received. — 161 lbs. 

Name. — Puma Chandra Das. 

Ret'eiit illness, if any. — See rejdy to Council question No. 85. 
Pi^esent health according to last report received. — Satisfactory. 
Weight in lbs. according to last report received. — 113 lbs. 

Uhu NALINIRANJAN SARKERs As to Puma Chandra Das, was 
it due to hi.s illness that he was suddenly transferred to Trichinopoly? 

Mr. PREilDENT: That does not arise out of this question. 

Mn Nt NALDAR; Regarding Naresh Chandra Dutta Chaudhun, 
I want to know when it was discovered that he was suffering from appendi- 
citis and also whether an operation has been performed ; if so by whom and 
where? 


. — Satisfactory. 
.—102 lbs. 



1^*} QITBSTIONS. m 

Mr. nniilDiNTl TItew quertMot do not nriao out ol t&o tfi n 
^aestion. 

Mr t. N. NALDAR: The anewer is (riven " appendiriik " Might I 
not know wlien it was discovered? 


•Irt PRiilDEHT: Please look at the main question, and then say if 
in connection with that question, this particular question ouffht to arise 
or not. How do you expect the Hon*l)le Member to reply off-hand? If 
you w^H to know how and when the diseast* was dist'overed, they ought 
to have men put as separate questions. 

Mr. HALDARs May I draw your attention to the answer. Am 
I not justified in asking whether an operation has l)een performed or not, 
and if so, by w’hom? 


PRCSIDEMTs 1 do not think so. (tnler, order! Next 

question. 


UnsUrrod QiiottkNis 

(answors to wtiioh wort laid on III# tablo). 

Offloors in ohargo of Gardon Roaofi and Entally ttianas. 

58. Mauivi NAJMUDDIN AHMED: (<i) Will the Hon’hle Memlau 
in charge of the Ptdice Ihqwrtment be pleawHl to state w^hether it is a 
fact that there is no sanction of an Inspecior in the (tarden Itea<h 
tharm and that an lnsf>e<'tor is doing the work of a Sul)-Irisi)ector 
there ? 

(h) Is it a fact that an Iiispe< tor has la^en working as the Officer 
in charge of the Entally Ihnna? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is no sanction of an Inspector for the 
Entally thana and that an Insj>ecior is doing the work of a Hub- 
Inspector there? 

WE MRER oMrgi of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tlio HonlMo Mr 
Hugh SlHRlonton): (a) There is a fixed number of Inspe<*tors sanctioned 
in Calcutta. These sanctioned officers are assigned to certain posts, but 
are actually employed in posts which are for the time being considered 
most important. The Garden Beach thana is not one of the posts yo 
which an Inspector is assigned. 

(6) and (c) Yes. 
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m QUESTIONS. [ 9 th Bm, 

Hmbm of Mufmmaitam in tlio Rogistration OTtoot tf Hinrrali. 


69. MaiflYi ZANNOOR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing: — 

(i) the number of clerks in the registration offices of the district 
of Howrah; 

(ti) how many of them are Muhammadans; 

(lit) the numlwr of appointments made in those offices during the 
last three years; and 

(iv) how many of them have been given to Uie Muhammadans ^ 

Tht Hon*bto Sif ABO-UR-RAHIMS (i) There are 27 assistants 
(10 clerks and 17 miiharrirs) in the Howrah district. 

(it) Of the ten (derks n<me is Muhammadan; of the 17 muharrirs 
only two are Muhammadans. 

(iii) Only three appointments were made in the registration offices 
of that district during the lust three years. 

(ir) Of those appointments two were filled ujj hy Hindu surplus 
officers and only one appointment was filled up hy a Muhammadan. 


Allagad trijoyment of priviiegas reserved for depressed classes by 
other communities. 

ao. Babu OHARU CHANDRA DAS: (a) h the llon'ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education aware that some members 
of certain communities, who d<i not mlmit that they Indong to the 
depressed classes, are enjoying the luMiefits (d tlie sfH‘cial educational 
grants and otJier concessions regarding i)iihlic services made hy the 
(iovernment for the depressed class J" 

(6) What steps are the (b»vernment taking in this matter? 

Tlli Hon’blo Sir ABD«UR*RAHIM: (a) and (A) (Iovernment have 
no information, hut the Director of Tuhlic Instruction will 1 h* glad 
to investigate any case wliich may 1m* brought to his notice. 


GovorfMiMfit tiibiiditod hoslolt for deprottod olass studonts. 

SI. Babu OHARU CHANDRA DAS: (o) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Eduiaiion l»e pleased to state whether 
it 18 a fact that in the boanling-houst^ for deprf.*ssed class students in 
Calcutta subsidised by the (lovernnmnt no student other than thoaa 
of the Namasudra class is admitted? 



QUBSTIOKS. 


im.] 


mi 


(h) If III# anfWMr to (#) is in tb# dfimintiv#, will th# Hon'bl# 
Member be pleased to state whether that boarding-house is meant 
exolusiveljr Im the Namasudra class? 

(c) If so, what steps are the Government taking to make net^ssary 
boarding arrangements for other sections of the depressed dassesf 


TN Hoffl’bte Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: {n) and (h) There are two 
hostels, subsidised by Ooveminent, for the students of the depressed 
classes under the Galnitta I'liiversity — one f<»r the Ntimasudras and the 
other for the Tugis. 

(c) Government propose to make an iiujuiry of the University as to 
whether the two existing hostels <*ould not lie thrown oj>en to the 
students of other sections of depressed classes. 


Platform, waiting-room and lavatory arrangomonti at talar on tho 
East Indian Railway. 

62. Matiivi ABDUL CAFUR: (n) fs the Hon*hle Member in charge 
of the Department of Vnblic Works aware that there is no platform 
at the Salar station on the Handel-Barhurwa line of the East Indian 
Railway ? 

{b) Is it a fact that in<*onvenience is i-uused thereby to the sick, to 
females, specially Muhammadan pardanmhiu ladies, and to children in 
ascending and descending from the train? 

(c) Is the Ilon’lile Meml)er aware that there is no waiting-room at 
the Salar station for female passengers? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that they have to remain exposed 
to the inclemenf-y of the w(>ather during the rains and the winter 
season? 

(c) Is it also a fact that there is no lavatory arrangement at the 
said station, either for males <»r females? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the Railway authorities to these matters? 

TIm HoiPMa Mr. d. DONALD: (a) to if) These are matters for tbe 
discussion of which Railway Advisory Committees were formed, and 
the member is advised to approach the Advisory Committee of the 
East Indian Railway. 

ItU 
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•3. Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANGULY: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
M«mber in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether he is aware of a scheme by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
Company to start a new line with the nomencilature “ Howrah-Vishnu- 
pur Railway ** from Santragac hi to Vishnupur via Arambagh? 

(h) If HO, at what stage is the scheme pending? 


Tha Hofi’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(6) The Railway Board have decided to defer further considera- 
tion of the project for a few years. 


Nomifiited MuhamiiMulAn members on the Pabna District Botrd and 
Rajshahi Municipality. 

64. Haji LAL MAHAMMED; (a) U the HonMde Member in 
charge of the Department of liocal Self-(lovernmeut aware that from 
the lists of nominated members of the District Board of Pabna aiid 
the municipality of Rajshahi it cun be seen that only one Muham- 
madan has Is'en nominated to each of tliese local bodies? 

(6) What is the principle of nomination? 

The Hon’Me Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) The answer is in the uthnimtive so far as the municipality 
of Rajshahi is concerned. 

Of the 24 members of the Ihtbna District Board 9 were elected by 
the Serujganj Local Board, 7 were ttp|)ointed by the Divisional Com- 
missioner under section 10 of the Ijocal Self-Oovernment Act, the Pabna 
Sadar liocal Board having failed to elei-t its representatives, and the 
rest were apiKiinted under section 7. It aj^fiears from the list of 
menilters published by the (Commissioner, that of the 15 appointed 
membt^rs 4 are Muhammadans, excluding the District Inspector of 
Schools, who has bet»n apjwinted ex-oficio. 

(6) The principles that are followt»d in making these appointments 
are stated in Government circular No. 2 T. — M,, dated the 2nd August, 
1912, a copy of whicb If^d on the table in reply to a question asked 
by Maulvi Abul Kasem at the meeting of the Legislative Council held 
on the 7th August, 1916. 
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•S. Bihtt MAHENDRA MATH MAITY: (a) In tW Hon ble 

Member in char^fe of the Department of Irrigation aware that the 
Pratapkhali khal in parganu Mnhiwtdal. nubdivision Tamluk, dintnct 
Midnapore« which fulls into the river Uupnarayan, has been converted 
by sluices at its mouth ut Naranimre into and declared a drainage khal 
for discdiarging surplus water of the neighbouring villages V 

(b) Is the Hon’hle Menil>er awuie that the people of the neighbour- 
hood used to take tide water from the Uupnartiyan by this khal in 
seasons of st'uridty of rain abater for the purpose of irrigating their 
paddy lands ^ 

(r) Is the TIon’ble Memlier aware that the |)eople of the neighbour- 
ing villages are not aIlowe<l to take water fnmi the Uupnarayan eviui 
when there is an apprehension of drought*' 

(d) Has the T1 oirble MciuImt considered the fact that the entire 
(Tops of the area, covtT'ing many stjuure miles, might Ih‘ totally 
destr(>yed for want of drainage 

(e) Will the Ilon’hle M(unlKT In* pleased to state whether the (Gov- 
ernment are consideTing the desirability (»f-- 

(i) inijiiiring into the matter; 

(n) of taking steps to remedy the grievance of the }H*ople, so that 
they mav take water from (he Uu])narayun, when neces- 
sary, under proiKT MU|M»n'ision of the (Government*' 

MEMBER in charge of OEPARTMeIiT of IRRICATIOM (tho 
Hoil’IHe Maharaiji Kshaufiisli Ctmn&rm Ray Bahadur of Nadia): {a) Yes. 

(h) Yes, some y(*ars ago. 

(c) and ul) Yes. 

(c) (i) The facts of (he cast* are known to (iovernm«*n(. 

(iV) If the sluice is used for irrigation, the khal will be silted up, 
as proved by an ex[M*rimeiit made some years ago; the remedy is to 
supply another sluice for irrigation. 


Chandiia Rivar in Faridpur. 

Bin Mr. BYED M# MABIHS (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether any scheme 
was ever prepared and survey made of the river Chandna, in the 
Goalimdo subdivision of the Faridpur district, for dredging it at diferent 
points, particularly at its junction with the river PadmaP 
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13. laliu KHAGENORA NATH GANGULY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether he is aware of a scheme by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
Company to start a new line with the nomenclature Howrah-Vishnu- 
pur Railway from iSaiitragachi <o Vishnupur via Arambagh? 

(6) If so, at what stage is the scheme pending? 


The Hofi’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(h) The Railway Board have decided to defer further considera- 
tion of the project for a few years. 


Nominited Muhamniadan members on the Pabna District Board and 
Rajshahi Municipality. 

64. Haji LAL MAHAMMED: (a) Is the Hon’hle Member in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Dovernment aware that from 
the lists of nominated members of the District Board of Pabna and 
the municipality of Rajshahi it cait Ih> st^en that oiily one Muham- 
madan has Is^eii nominated to each of tliese local bodies? 

(b) What is the principle of nomination? 

The Hon'Me Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahmliir 
of Nadia: (a) The answer is in the affirmative so far as the municipality 
of Rajshahi is concerned. 

Of the 24 members of the Palma District Board 9 were elected by 
the Serajganj liocal Board, 7 were apimiuted by the Divisional Com- 
missioner under section 10 of the Ismal Self-Ooveriiment Act, the Pabna 
Sadar liO<'al Board having failed to tdeci its repre.sentativeM, and the 
rest were apfminted under section 7. It ap^^ears from the list of 
meniWrs published by the Commissioner, that of the 15 appointed 
members 4 are Muhammadans, excluding the District Inspector of 
Schools, who has been appointed rx-oficio. 

{h) The principles that are followecl in making these appointments 
atw stated in Government circular No. 2 T. — M., dated the 2itd August, 
1912, a copy of which Was laid on the table in reply to a question asked 
by Maulvi Abul Kasem at the meeting of the I.«egis]aiive Council held 
on the 7th August, 1916, 
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PratairiclMli KM. 

as. Mm MAHENDRA NATH MAITY* (a) U the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the 
Pratapkhali khal in pargana Mahigadal, aubdiviaiou Tamluk, diatriot 
Midnapore, which falls into the river Rupnarayan, has been converted 
by sluices at its mouth at ^laranpore into and declareil a drainage kha! 
for discharging surplus water of the neighbouring villages^' 

( 6 ) Is the Hon’hle MeniWr aware that the people of the neighl)our* 
hood used to take tide water from the Rupnamyan l»y this khal in 
seasons of s<‘arcity of min water for the pur|)ose of irrigating their 
paddy lands? 

(c) Is the IToirhle Member aware that (he |>t‘ople of the neighlmur- 
ing villages are not allowed to take water fnmi the Uupnaravan even 
when there is an apprehension of drought ? 

(f/) Has the Hon’blc‘ Member eonsideretl the fact that the entire 
crops of the area, covering man> square miles, might In* totally 
destroyed for want of drainag<‘? 

(c) Will the Ifon’ble Men>lK*r In* pleased to state whether the (iov- 
emment are considering the desirability (»f - 

(/) im|uiring into the matter; 

(fi^ of taking stefis to remedy the grievance of the [ample, so that 
they may take water from the Itupnaruyun, when neces- 
sary, under pro|M*r sufH'rvisijm of the (Government ? 

MEMBER in charge of OEPARTMEIit of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon'Mo Mahari^a Kahauniah Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): (n) Yro. 

(h) Yes, some years ago. 

(r) and (//) Yes. 

(c) (i) The facts of the case are known to Government. 

(ii) If the sluice is u>u*d for irrigation, (he khal will be silled up, 
as proved by an exiM‘riment made some years ago; (he remedy is to 
supply another sluice ft»r irrigation. 


ChiiNfaui Riwer in Fariil|Nira 

Ma Mfo EYED Ma MASIHs (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Irrigaiion pleased to state whether any scheme 
was ever prepared and survey made of the river Chandna, in the 
Goalundo subdivision of the Faridpnr district, for dredging it at different 
points, particularly at its junction with the river Padma? 
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(b) If so, why was the project dropped? 

(c) la the Hon'ble Member aware that the river is gradually silting 

upf 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that this river is the only source 
of water-supply and drainage for the inhabitants of the villages in its 
neighbourhood ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of reclaiming 
the river in the manner best suited for the purpose? 

Tht Hoii’ble Mihftraja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
af Nadias (a) No scheme appears to have been prepared. 

(/>) Does not arise. 

(r) The river appears to have deteriorated during the last century. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No. 


Change in the nomination of a Commissioner of the Champdani 
Municipality. 

67. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Iloirble Memlyer 
in (’harg(* of the Department of l<oeal Sel f-( i o vein men t be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that one Maulvi Abdul Wahed was recom- 
tnemled for nomination as a (-omiuissioner of tbe (’hainpdani Munici- 
IMility r/Ve Mr. Lorrimer, resigned? 

(h) Was any iiotifieution issued appointing him to the office? 

(r) If so, what is the number and date of the notification? 

(d) Was this notification sent to the Ooinmissioner of the Division 
and to the Government press for publi(ution ? 

(e) Why and how was the issue of this notification from the Com- 
missioner’s office to the Magistrate and the Clmirman stopped? 

(/) Why and how was the publication in the Gazette stopped? 

(^) Is the Hon*ble Member aware that a mill sardar was appointed 
soon after and that Maulvi Abdul Wahed’s nomination was c^ancelled? 

(h) Was all this done with the knowledge and approval of the 
Hon*ble Member ? 

{%) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table all 
papers in this connection? 
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(6) and (c) There was a draft notification, No. 32M., dated the 
5th January, 1925. It was not piihHshe<1 in the Gasette. 

(d) Yes. Before publication jt was cancelleii. 

(e) As the notification was cancelled, its issue to the Magistrate 
and Chairman was stopj)ed. 

if) The publication in the Gazette was stopped by the issue of an 
order. Government, on further consideration, considered it advisable 
tfj change the nomination tlicv bud prcjposed to make. 

{(;) and (h) Yes. 

(i) The corre.s|>onden( c relating to nominations to ltw*al bodies is 
confidential and cannot Ik* laid on the table. 


Chairman, Champdani Muniolpality. 

68. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI; (n) Will the Hon ble Member 
in chargt* of the iK'pai trnent of Loral Self-Governini*nt be pleased to 
.slate on what grouiol (hr uiuininnuis clcrtion i>f Babu Kiimud Bandhab 
.Mukherji in .\ugust lust as Chainnaii of the (’hiim|Hlani Munici|wlity 
w.is set asi<lr bv tiic ( 'oniinissioner <if the Burdwan Division!^ 

(5) Will the H oiiMih* MeiiilsM' bt* [deased to state on what grounds 
Mr. White, the pn*.sent Chairman of the (Immpditni Municipality, now 
in bhirope. nml whose muxiiinini lca\e of aKsence for three months has 
alreaily expir(‘d, is si ill allowed to continue bis Cbairmunsbip^ 

(c) Is it a fact tlmt Mr. Ihjwnie, the A< ting Cbuirinun of the afore- 
said Munici|udity, ronv**ned a meeting on the 21st August, 1925, the 
last date of bis term of office, to ele<d a new ('hairman, fixing the 
29th August. 1925, as tin* dutch 

(d) What was the result of this meeting^ 

The Hon’bM Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY iahadur 
of Nadia: (a) The grounds are stated in the following ordt»r issued by 
the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division under section (id of the 
Bengal Municipal Act ; — 

“ Govemmeul %vere also advise<l by their law officer that the election 
of Babu K. B. Mukherji on the 29th August, 1925, as Chairman of the 
Champdani Municipality, was illegal. The f office of Chairman did not 
become automatically vacant when Mr. White exceeded the period of 
his leave and the fact that Mr. Wliite did not rejoin his post by the 
22nd August did not justify the Section of Babu K, B. Mukherji on 
the 29th August 1925.** 
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(h) The ChaintmB of a miuiictiiaiity does not antomatioaUy yacate his 
his office by overstaying the three months' leave which is permissible 
under section 26B of the Bengal Municipal Act. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The result is stated in the Commissioner's order referred to 
in the reply to (a) above. 


MuhamnuMian dailort. 

M. Mauivi ZANNOOR AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state — 

(0 the Duml)er of Jailors in Bengal ; and 
(ii) how many of them are Muhammadans? 

Tlia Hofi’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: ( ) Twenty-six. 

(ii) One. 


Lagal praotitionan engaged on Coeernment cases in Howrah. 

70. Mauivi ZANNOOR AHMED: (n) Will the IToirhle Meinber 
in charge of the Judicial Deiwirtnient 1 h» pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing bir the last i] years, the names of the pleaders other 
than the Government pleader and Public Prosecutors who have la^en 
engaged by the Government for conducting civil and criminal cases in 
the district of Howrah. 

(If) Is it a fact that most of thcvse cases were conducted by a parti- 
ciilut pleader of the Bar? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er l>e pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Member l>e pleased to state the date of join- 
ing of that particular pleader at the Howrah Bar? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Howrah Bar passed a resolution requesting 
the District Magistrate for introducing a iwinel system in the district 
as is prevalent in the district of the 24-Pargauas? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Ue 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken by 
the Government on that resolution? 

iff) If no action hCs been taken on that resolution, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 
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(h) HiMl t]ie atteniion of the Hon’Ue Member bemi drawii to the 
recommendation of the Ketrenchment Committee regarding the con- 
duct of uEidefende<) and Rmall Seasions caaea by the junior memltera of 
the Bar? 

(f) If the anawer to (h) in in the ntfirinutive, will the Hoirhle 
MemW be pleaseil to state what steps, if any. have been taken by 
Gbvernment on those recominendations? 

MEMBER in ehirga of dUOIGI At DEPARTMENT (Uio Hon*Mo Sir 
Abd-Ur-Rohim): The nameH of sn<*h legal praotitioners who were en* 

gaged by (ioveriiiiieiit during the period 192-1 to l92o are as follows: — 

1023. — Mr. Sunaiida Sen, eounsel ; Bahus ProlH>dh (Jo[>al Mukharji, 
Bumani Mohan Mukharji. Tripura ('h. Hoy. (lirija Bhusan 
Mukharji, BhupeTulra Nath Bose and Krishta Dhnn Sinha. 

1024. — Bahus 1‘nilxMlh Oopal Mukharji, Bhu|HMidra Nath Bow*, 
(lirija Bhusuti Mukhaiji, I'ripura Ch. Boy. Prohhas Chandra 
Mullik an«] Krislila Dhun Sinha. 

102 *'). — Bahus Prohodli (iopail Mukharji, Tripura ('luuafi Boy aind 
i'lohluis (^liaiHlm Mnlltk. 

Tlie list ifirhnles the njinies of sjime who merely assisted in the 
conduct (d cjises. 

(fi) Nr». 

(r) and (d) Tin* <|nesti<ni (Kh'm not arise. 

(c) A resolutnm was paissed at ii meeting of the members of the 
Howrah Criminal ('ourt Bar liihrarv lUily. It recommended that to 
eiH'Ourage thi’ mcmheis (d the Bar ” a panel of pleaders might he 
formed to rectdve (inverniiieiit briefs hy tf>tation. 

(J) None. 

{(/) (/) The nuuihei of < a.ses in Howrah is not generally lieyotid 
the cafMudty of tht* (Government pleader. 

(fi) Distribution of briefs bv rotation may often he incompatible 
with adequate condiot of the case. 

(h) Yes. 

(i) Endeavours are being made in the bigger districts to engage 
junior pleaders in smaller cases suitable to their ability and experience. 

Miliivi KADER BAKSH: Will the Hon'ble Meinlier be pleased to 
state in reply to answer to) why no Muhammadan pleader was given any 
brief at the Howrah Bar? 


TIm Hoii’bM Sir AiD-UR-RAHIM: I want frmh notice of this. 
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Quditioft of opofiifig a plowlers’ survey dess «t Malfiaiiidf. 


71. Bobu AKHIL CHANDRA OATTA: (n) WiU the Hon’ble 

Member in charjore nf the .Indieial Depni Iment be pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the (ioverument to open a Pleaders’ 
Survey Training (Uass at Mainainati <Tippera) in 1920? 

(fj) Has the attention of the IHni’hle Member been drawn to the 
fact that pleaders not only of tlie tMiittagong Division, but also of other 
neighbouring districts, e.r/., Sylhet, Mymensingh, Harisiil and Faridpur 
are likely to join the class at Mainainati? 

(r) Has the attention of tin* Ihm’ble Meinlier been drawn in this 
connection to the fact that the Mainamati Sur\(‘v School is the liest 
equipped and the oidy maj(»r institution foi tiaining in survey in 
Bengal? 

(J) Are the (lovernimud considerifig I he ilcNira))ility of ojiening a 
class at Mainainati, sul)j<*<‘t to the (xuidition «d tin* minimum number of 
8 candidates jnescrilKul in (loxauumcnt ion on the subject, dalc<l 

14th ()ct(d)cr, 1920, and puhlish<’d in ihi* ('(ihiitfa (razrffc of 
November 0, 1920? 

The HOfl’ble Sir ABO»UR->RAHIM ! {</) and ( 0 ) The answau' i'^ in 
the negativr*. 

(c) ’File ((Ueslion docs not aiisc 

(fl) No HUcli propo,sii] ha'' lenrhed t «o\ ci n men ( 


“ Vakalatnama or “ Agenlnama »» in filing certificate cases. 

72. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (./) AVith reference to the 
reply to (juestion No. 90 ( nnstarred) , ask(*d on tlio Iftth August last, 
will the Hon’lde Membei in (harge of the Dejiartinmit of Kevenuo 
now l)e pleased to state whether iu any district of Hengal vaknlatnnma 
or agt^ntnamn is necc.ssury when filing .-i cmliHcate case under section 7 
of the Bengal Public Demands Hccoveiv A(t, I‘Hd (Hengal Vet 111 
of 1913)? 

(h) If the answer to {n) is in ()h* atlirmativc, will the Ilon’ble 
Memlier Iw* pleased to state the names of those disiriets? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Membei aware that the filing of sm h vakalatnama 
or agvntnanm causes hnrd.ship to the <ei(ificate debtors? 

(d) Is the Hou'ble Meniln'i aware that the Dolleetor of Tippem has 
diacoatinued this pnicess ami that the eertitieate ruses of (hat district 
are being dealt with amm^thly? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
ibis practice in other districts also? 
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mMlIt is olisiVi of DEPARTMCNT of RiVINUi fUlNII 
RiVEliUt] (tht HonlMt iiaiian||« Kstuumitli OlusHlni Ri^ RoMiir 
of Nodto)l (a) to (e) The matter is still imder inquiry. 

AfipoinUiMfit of Anglo-Indiant tnd Indlon Glirirtiost to Provisoiil 
Judicial Service. 

?3. Mr. F. E. JAMES. Will flu* Ifon’hle Member in rharge of tlie 
Judicial Department lie pleased to lav on the table a statement Hhovinii^ 
for the past five vears the nunil»t*r of npruiintmenfs ffiven to (n) Anyrlo- 
Indians, and {//) Indian ('hristians, in the Provincial .ludiiial Service}* 

The Hon*ble Sir ABD>UR«RAHIMs No Anglo-Indians or Indian 
Christians were apjKiinted to the Bengal (Svil Servitr (Judii iul) during 
the past five years. 


EeUblishment of a Medical Sotiool at Berhampore. 

74. Maharaj Kumar 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY: (a) Will the 
Ilon’hle MenilM*i in chaige of the l)e|m!tnien( of L{)cal Self-(iovern- 
mont 1 h‘ idea^w il to >iM ( ily the schemeH under the consideration of the 
(lovcrninent fm the esiuhliKliineut of a medical whoed at BerhttmfHireP 

(h) Have till* (invcniuuMit <lefinitel\ decided to make over a portion 
of the buihling joimer!\ used as the mental asylum P 

(c) Is the public Huhsci iptifui, alirudy leceived or pitiiuiscd, suffi- 
cient for mat III mg tlu ' m hemeP 

(d) Have the (ro\ eminent decidwl as to the amount of their shares 
of contribution for its initial outlay and recurring charges P 

(c) Is then* anv jMissihilit^ ot starting the H<di(H>] in U)!l*(ip 

Tlia Hofi’bic Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: («) The Beihamisu^ Medical Schind Committee have 
obtained promiseH of local ( ontributifins amounting to Us. 1,6/), 000, of 
which Its. 40, (KK) has lieen paid. 

The hospital has l)een expande<l so as to (xmtaiii 100 beds. Govern- 
ment have been asked to make the old buildings of the Berhampore 
Mental Hospital available for the achool. 

(h) No decision ha.s yet been arrivefl at. At the moment Govern- 
ments programme is limited to two new schools and they have made 
offers to the local committees at Chittagong and Jalpaiguri for establish- 
ing medical schools in those towns. 
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(c) The aiibcriptions would meet the capHal emt ^ tim scheme-^ 
not tbo recurring cbargeB. 

(/I) Government have as yet made no definite oSer to th^ local 
committee at Berhampore. 

(e) Goveniment are not in a position at present to mahe any 
de^nite statement on the subject. 


Settlement of temporary-eettled eetatee. 

75. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahailur: 

(a) Will the Hon'hle Menil»er in charge of the Department of Revenue 
Im* pleased to state the names of districts in which settlement 0 |)era^ 
lions of tetn|M>nirv-settled estates are at prewMit going on in Bengal? 

(h) Will the Hon’hle Mefnl)er Ik* i)lea»(‘d to state whether the settle- 
ment operation in each district is In'ing (‘ondin ted in conformity with 
the Revenue jiolicy of the (4overnm<‘iit of India, adopted by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, which lays down that “ pn)gi(‘Nsive incKleration is the 
key-mde of the jKdicy of Government, and that the standard of 50 per 
cent, of the assets is one which is almost uniformly observed in 
practice " (ride Land Ifevenue policy of Indian Government, juigeS .‘18, 
01, (12, edition of 1920, and Bengal Suivey ami Settlement Manual, 
1917, page 115)? 

THt Hoit’blu Mahiraja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadias (n) T he more important operations are in Bakarganj, ('hitta- 
gong, Uujshahi, Malda, Khulna, 24-Parganas, Biibhum and 
Murshidabad. 

(h) The [»a«8agt‘ (piotesl in the (piestion is a summary pi-ojHwition 
for the whide of India and must 1 m» read subject to the qualifirations 
stated in the account which leads up to the suinmary. As stated in 
the bo(»k, it is iniiM>8sible to apply any one criterion to all parts or 
classes in one province, much inon* so to the whole cd India. The 
law under which these* Mdtleinents are made in Bengal will Ik* found 
in Regulation VII of 1822 aiul Act IX of 1847, and the rules in 
Part III, (9iapter ITT of the Survey and Settlement Manual. 

Pay ol Sub^Rogistrars. 

75. BNNi HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be 
pleased to state whether the Govemnient art* prepared to consider the 
grievances of the Sub-Registrars as set forth in the memorial submitted 
by the members of the, Registration Servic^i^ Association in July, 1925? 

{h) 1« it a fact that the Government promised to grant something 
•ubetantial to the Sub-Registrars? 
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(c) li fict that tha pay of tha SulvE^^tran wb laaiiad ia 
1922, last of every Dejuirtment, and with reairictiona, for which many 
senior ofiican received no increment whatsoever F 

(d) Is it a fact that the lle^istration fees have been doubled and 
the income of the Department is estimatetl to increase by Us. 20,00,000 F 

(c) Are the Government consideriuir the desirability of allotting a 
|)ortion of the in<rea«»d sum unintully for the erection of office build- 
ings and quarters for the Sul>-]{egiHtnirsF 

(/) Is it a fa<‘t that a small numlMu* of officers of this Department 
were given l>efter and higher a|)iKiiiitments in the KxiKutive Depart- 
ment Y 

{(f) Did those ap|M>in(nieiit.s prove unsuci'essfulF 

(h) If not, why has the practice Ihmui stop|MHlF 

The Hofi’ble Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: {a) The (juestioii is umler the 
consideTalion (d’ Government. 

{h) In answer to starred (piestion XXX {() of the lOth March, 1922, 
the Ilon’hh' Minister (Sir P. (’. Mitter) said, that suhjtH*! to financial 
(cmditions he would <!(► all in hi.s |Miwer to improve the pay and jutrsjiecU 
of the Uegistiation l)c|>art!ncnt, 

(r) 'rhe jmy of the SulePegistrais was revised with eftect from the 
lsl DeccmlnM’, under (jrrvcrnmcnt ivsidution No. dt Mis., date<l 

the 2n<l .Ianuar\, P)2‘{. A tinie-wale pH\ of Its. SC) Cl 140 () 200 
10 2o0, with special incieincntal charge allowance of Hs. 75 5 ICM) 
for Sadar Suh-Registiars, was intrcMluccrl. 'Phis, however, was subject 
to the rcstrii tion tliat tin* increase would iu»t be more than (i) 40 jrer 
cent in the cast* (»f those who were drawing a pay ol md more than 
Hs. ICK) on that <late: (/r) itO iwi cent, in the case of those who wore 
rlrawing a pay from Hs. 101 t(» Hs. 200; and Cr/O 20 per cent, in the 
cas(* of those drawing a jray of more than Hs. 2(M), With the excep- 
tion of three officers, who uerc dcpai (iiicidal Hegistiars and wi*re enjoy- 
ing the maximum pa> , alt (dficcus got an increase in pay. 

(//) The Hegisiration fees have l>een doubled in cases where the 
value of the pirjjM'rty exceoils Hs. 250. It is expected that the income 
of the Hegistration Department may increase by 10 lakhs during the 
current year. 

{e) No such jrrojwrsal is under the consideration of Govenimeiit at 
presimt. 

(/) and iff) A veiy limited iiuml)er of officers have l»een ap^K^inted 
to the Exee utive Services and some of them are still- wrviiig, and are 
eaaily identifiable. Government are not, therefore, jrrepared to 
comment on their abilities in reply to the memlier's question. 

(h) It was deciderl in 1915 that members of the Uegistmtion Depart- 
ment were not eligible for promotion to the Provincial and Subordinate 
Executive Services. 
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(e) The 0 iib»cnpti<Mifl would meet the capital cost of the acheme — 
not the recurring charges. 

(d) Oovcniment have as yet made no definite offer to the local 
committee at Berhami)ore, 

(e) Government are not in a position at present to make any 
definite statement on the subject. 

Sattlamant of temporary-oettled estates. 

75. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadurs 

(o) Will the Hon’hle Meml)er in charge of the ])ej)artment of Revenue 
be jdeased to state the names of districts in which settlement opera^ 
ti<»ns of temiMmiry-Hcttled estates are at present going on in Bengal? 

(h) Will the llon’hle Meml>er W pleased to state whether the settle- 
ment operation in each district is being coinliicted in conformity with 
the Revenue jiolhy of the (h>vernineiil of India, adopted hy the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, which lays <hmMi that “ progiessive nusleration is the 
key-inde of the {sdlcy of Goveniineiit, and that the standard of 50 per 
rent, of the assets is one which is almost uniformly observed in 
practice ” (ride Land Revenue jiolicy of Indian Government, pages 118, 
(U, 012, edition (d 10120, and Bengal Survey and Settlement Manual, 
1017, page 115)? 

Ths Honlits Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

of Nadia: (n) The more important operations uie in Bakargaiij, (’hitta- 
gong, Rajshahi, Malda, Khtilna, 124-l*arganas, Biihluim and 
Murshidahud. 

(h) The paswige (jUote<l in the (|uestion is a sunimury iJrojMmition 
for the whole of India and must In* read sul>ject to the (lualificalions 
stated in the mcount whhdi leads up to the Humnmry. As stateil in 
the Iwok, it is imiM)ssible to apply any tme criterion to all parts or 
classes in one pi-ovince, much more so to the whole of India. The 
law under W'hich these settlements are made in Bengal will be found 
ill Regulation Vll of 181212 and Act IX of 1847, and the rules in 
Part III, Chapter III of the Survey and Settlement Manual. 

Roy of BiilhRogittrars. 

76. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR iARKAR: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Education (Ri^gist ration) be 
pleased to state whether the Government an» prepannl to consider the 
grievances of the Sub-Registrars as set forth in the memorial submitted 
by the members of the Registration Service Association in July, 1925? 

{h) Is it a fact that tlie Government promised to grant something 
substantial to the Sub-Registrars? 
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(c) !■ fact that the pay of the Sub-B^stnu« waa teviaed in 
19 ^, last of every Department, and with restrictions, for which many 
senior officers received no iucrement whatsoever? 

{d) Is it a fact that the llegistralion fees have been doubled and 
the income of the Department is estimatefl to increase by Its. 20,00,000? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of allottinfr a 
portion of the increased sum animHily for the erettitm of office build- 
ings and quarters for the Sul)-Kegi8trai*s? 

if) Is it a fact that a small numlH‘r of officers of this Department 
were given better and higher apiM»iiitiiients in the Kxinutive Depart- 
ment ? 

((j) Did those aiipointments prove unsuc<‘essful? 

(h) If not, why has the pradice hci^n stojqMul? 

The HOfl’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: in) The question is under the 
consideration of Government. 

(h) In answer to starred question XXX tc) of the lOth March, 1922, 
the Ilon’hlc Minister (Sir 1*. (’. Mitter) said, that subject to financial 
conditions he would do all in his power to improve the pay and p!t>sj>ects 
of the Ib'gistrution Department. 

(<*) The jray of the Sul>-I{egistiurs was reviserl with effi'ct from the 
1st DecernWr, 1!>22, under Goveiiiment resfdution No. 44 Mis., rlated 
the 2nd Jarniarv, 192:1. A time-scale pay of Hs. SI) t; 140 0 200 
10 250, with spei ial ineieinental charge allowaiK'i* of Its. 75 5 100 

for Sadar Sub-ltegistrais. was iritrodueed. This, how’ever, was subject 
to the restriction that the increase wouhl not Ih» more thait (i) 40 |M*r 
cent in the eas<‘ of those wln> were flrawiiig a pay of not more than 
Us. 100 on that date; (//) 90 j>er cent, in the ease of those who were 
drawing a pay from its. 101 to IN. 201); and (r/r) 20 per cent, in the 
ease of those drawing a pa> (d more than Us. 200. With the excep- 
tion of three officers, wlio were depai tmerital Uegistrais and were enjiry- 
ing the maximum pay, all otfieeis got an iiieiease in j>ny. 

(fl) The Uegistratioii fi^es have Ireen douhlerl in cases where the 
value of the property excecsls IN. 250. It is exjHMted (hat the income 
of the Uegistratifui Diqmrtment may increase by 10 lakhs during the 
current year. 

(r) Xo such [iniposal is under the consideration of G<»vernmeiii at 
prewnt. 

(/) and (//) A very limiterl rninil>er of offic*eiH have been ap|M)iii(ed 
to the Exerutive Services and some of them arc* still sf^r^Miig, and are 
eaaily identifiable. Government are not, therefore, prepareil fxr 
comment on their abilities in nqdy to the memlier’s question. 

(ft) It was deedded in 1915 that members of the Kegistration Depart- 
ment were not eligible for promotion to the Provincial and Subordiaate 
Executive Services. 



m NON^FFICIAL MEMBEBS’ BILLS. [ 9 m Dmc. 

Aiip^ntmmt of Angto-ludiafit and Imliaii Chriitiant tn tlia 
PoHot SanrtM. 

77. Hr. F. E. JAMES: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Police Department be pleaeed to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the jwst five years the numl)er of appointments given to 
(o) Anglo-Indians, and (6) Indian Christians in the Police Service? 

Tlie HOfi’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: A statement is laid on 
the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 77, showing the 
number of appointments given to (a) Anglo-Indians, and (b) Indian 
Christians in the Police Service during the past five years. 



Bengal Polir^e. 

Calcutta Police. 

I>(MitKnaiion. 

Anglo- 

Indiane. 

1 

Indian | 
Christians. i 

Anglo- j 
Indiana. 

Indian 

ChriAtiaos. 

Deputy Su|x‘rint<mdtMits or 
Assistant Comintssioners. 

1* 

Nil 

1 

It 

Nil. 

Inspectors 

3 

Nil 

4 

Nil. 

Sergeants 

12 

Nil 

128 

Nil. 

Sub-Inspectors 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Total 

10 

1 

! 133 

1 

1 


* Doputy jS(ipaririten<ient. | AHHi»tant Oomnnia<uoaer. 


Non-offleial Business. 

Non-omoisI Msmbsrs’ Bills. 

The adjourned debate on the Bengal l^oeal Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1925, was (hen resumed. 

Maulvi SAYEDUL HOQUE: Every passing of the hour leaves on 
the heart such feelings of doubt and discontent which burning within 
themselves will one day ev<dve such wild fire to w-hieh the volcanic 
errupiion will be infinitesimal in magnitude. Indications are not few 
and far between but they ,|ire not eye-opener to the self -conceited. Mis- 
appliciition of principles and misinterpi'etation of facts will not help 
much. There is only one way out of it. It is to concede to the just 
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cause of tlii Indiaiis. It may U, they will tell upon the vested inteieet 
of our rulettibut this unfojtuuate i>i^)tess must be gone through lest the 
Indians may be driven to desperation, martial foive may subdue a nation, 
for a length of time, but one day it must \ield. Our rulers in England 
yielded to Americans even reieiitly they have yielded to Ireland; 
Austria yielded to Hungary, Japaii yiehied to Korea, but history is 
barren to piove the contiaiT, I d<* in»t know whether these hisiorteal 
lessons will weigh nundi uitlj <»ui- rulers but it is admitted on all hands 
that to run the government «»f a (ountry on the gmwl will f»f the people 
is better than to rule it b> h*ur and tlireat. Menacing matter will not 
do. Concessions have to he mu<le and it is better to make theta l>efore 
feelings are straitened. Cnnre>sions should alwa\ s proceed fiom the 
stronger and with dignity. biiK-* '•(mim* »»!' prestige and suspicion, I 
know* as all know will stand on tlo> way but largeness of heart and great* 
m*ss of discern will <lismi'‘^ tliciu at «»nrt* than be carried away by them. 
It is a tvell known sayin'jr lhal a creat tocpire and little mind go ill 
together. Sincerity (‘oniniand> NiiieeiitN but vas|tieton begets suspi- 
cion, Now tli<‘ (jin'stion whether there is iiuy teal and valiti 

ground for giving li’-e to sta ll snsjnt ion. Is it in the doubt of Indian 
ability.'* In some i :is**s Indian^ have been made respoiisibltMiiid I think 
they have not been fouttd tailinc in their duly. I hav»* heard in this 
very House His I'Acelboo v to juiv tid»Mte to the / r-M inisters for the 
excellent service thev have leiidered, Hi‘« Kxrellenev mtrst have said 
wdiat hr* meant. 1 have never heard of ariv local bodv to ftiil in perform- 
ing its duties. Some l)i>tiiet Ibumb. M nni<ipalitir‘s or (hirporation 
have nf» doubt deeliio’d to pre-eiit addrc'-scN to tlu'ir Kxr*<*lb*nr'y but that 
w’as (jiiite in liarmonv with the election manif<*sfos. Rut as leganls the 
internal nianaireinent of tie bu al bodic'^ 1 think tlo'ir ability cannot be 
<tu<‘stioned and bii'' not been (iuestione«l Is it not too mueb to expof’t, 
willing obedience and Atieeie alle.Ji'ianee of those who think that their 
rights and as]>irations have been tn>dden under foot anrl fhr*ir love for 
freedom is considered a-" an act ot '-m rib**r«*?' Now the inevitable <*on- 
rdusion is this that flic sMspirion js mtl dm* to the rloiibl in Indian 
ability but it S])rings from another fountain hearl whieli seems to be 
the sonrr’e of all (‘ontr-ntion ami Irmible. That js if autonomy is grant- 
ed to pnrvinees and bu al bodi<*s. tliey inay sfaiid against the interest of 
the (‘ential or par«*nt:d body: 1 think tlnui* is absolutely no leason why 
they should stand against the just demamls that cun propt^rly lie made 
of them. The idea is not new to our raler>. There are self-governing 
dominions un(b*r the Rrifi-lr Kinpire, 7’liev have never been found 
wanting to help the Horm* (iovo*rnno*nt either in times of war or in 
times of peace. "Why should i* pr-ovr* exr-epfion fo our case? Is it 
htH'ause that we are md white? It needless to say that with the 
growth of the eliild the power of tlo father dwdndles. A tyrant father 
will one morning find that all his ptjwer is set at naught by his aon who 
baa been made desperate hut a wisi* father sxibmits to the liniitationa of 
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nature and remain content with what power he can enjoy by the .will- 
ing obedience of the child. 1 leave the case of a stepfather to my 
hon1>le and learned friends. Perhaps these arguments will meet with 
little sympathy at the hands of those who postulate that they are the 
custodians of Indian’s destiny and more or less the keepers of conscience 
of the Indians who have not attained, perhaps will never attain, the 
age of discretion and theiefore to be kept under tutelage. Perhaps 
some of these argunieiits will seem k» be unwarranted and greatly impu- 
dent. However, there are some who sincerely believe that they are the 
proper curatoi-s of India’s interest, rightly or wrongly while there are 
others wh(», in spite of their know’itig* the contrary full well, keep their 
countenance to maintain advantageous p<»sition they are enjoying. No 
doubt the helpless condition of the Indiana may form the curious sub- 
je(*t of study, the people being one of the most ancient civilized nations 
of the world and the country, being so vastly resourceful in man and 
materials. Now who is resp<»nsible for the present deplorable condition 
of India!' I do not like to go deep into the matter. Whether the 
British Rule in India has proved iHuieficial to the soil or not, opinions 
differ widely. What Indian trade and commci-ce, arts and literature, 
science and industries and wealth and prosperity could have taken 
under Indian sovereignty is left to the llon’ble Member to determine, 
but I only say this much that admitting jrroper allowam*e to the influ. 
enee of time, the comlition c»f Indian people has not appreciably im- 
proved ecoiKunii'ully, or otherwise, iir spite of the British Rule for over 
Ifrt) years. Taking the entire popiilatirm irjt(> consideration, male and 
female, everr to-day the iiumlwr of those who can (uily read and write 
will barely ex<'eed two in every liuiidie<l. If I had time I could prove 
it comdusively. I (|U<»te from La Bruyerc to show’ the condition in 
France bef<»re the revrdution — unfortunately this is th(‘ condition 
piacticallv in India now-a-days. He wrote : 

Aniinuls <if (s^rtsin species, male and female, are to In* stH*n all over the 
country, they are dirty livid and sun burned and seen to l)e held in some manner 
to the earth nhiidi they dig with iiivincihle obstinacy. They liave an .nriinilate 
voic*e and when they stand upright they revealed a human eouiitenatu'e. At 
night they retire into the dense and Mihsist entirely on black breads, water and 
roots. To relieve other men of the necessity of tilling, sowing and reaping hence 
they ileaire never to want for that which they have themselves produced. 

Sir, II similarly miserable sight on Indian streets surely have not 
eseaped the eyes of many though they might have been indifferent 
pasaerH-by. This miserable state of affairs in India may hold a bright 
prospect to many but they are suit* to find one day that they have been 
titHldliiig on a very uneertain and dangerous ground, Wause out of 
des|ieration bleedness often f*oines as it came in America and other 
countries. However, luy whole |H)int is not to frighten any body but 
to discover a point where all lines will meet and whence we shall see 
not two thoroughfares but one to proceed further. The two ends meet 
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tilers ftiid tSsn only whore and whm we learn rather to praetiae than 
to reepact ft# wishee of one another. To me it seems that the 
true ooume adiich is congenial both for Indians and the Englishmen 
alike, does not lie in m^ing India poorw, weaker and defenceless, hut 
in rising above all pettiness by even giving the devil its share. We 
are to meet half-way conceding to the just demand of Indians wh(» 
in turn is to adhere more closely and more loyally as integral paH 
of the British Empire. We want to shoulder the resiwnsibility and 
also we consider it to be our inborn right to manage our iutemal 
affairs and our claims have also been supporte<l by authorities and 
declaraticms. We want to see that these detdarations are fulfilled. 
Sincerity should be established first, then cooperation will follow as 
a night will follow a day. If my Bill is cmisiderwl in the line 1 
have indicated I hope there will be little room for opiK>sition. The 
authority of the local Government is kept intact. This Act even 
can be recalled or repealed any moment. The Iwal or district Inmnls 
ait‘ made responsible for the manugemeiit of their own affairs with 
a view to make them self-governing institutions without interference 
from the District Magistnites or Commissioners. It nee<I hanlly la* 
said that it is (juitc derogatory to say that a IkmIv of fjualifie<l represen- 
tatives shall not l>e able to manage their internal affairs independent 
<»f a single man, the Magistrate. Hcfora I sit down 1 would like to 
refer to the financial fre(*d()m I have projavseil. I do no! know of anv 
self-governing institution without sufficient control over the purse, which 
is l)oth requisite and a<le(|uate. All talking resi)onsil)ility without 
such financial freedom is sham and Indlow. W’ith these words I submit 
my Bill to the acceptance of the House. 

Btbu AMULYA DHONE ADOYS I beg to move, by way of aiiiend' 
meat, that the said Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within one month of the canying of this motion in 
Council. 

It will appear that this Bill consists of 4li clauses, but it up|>ears 
from the Statement of Objects and Rcasf>ns that my friend the mover 
of the Bill has explained the objects in six lines only. It is stated there 
that this Bill is intended to develop the system of loeal self-government 
in Bengal, and to secure this end the local authorities should be invest- 
ed with more and more powers and res|K>i)sibiIitie.s tov the inuuugement 
of their own affairs. I entirely agree with him that as the Isnal Self- 
Government Act was enacted in 1885, about 40 years ago, time has now 
come when these local authorities should he invested with imjre powers 
and responsibilities. I am of opinion that time has come when the 
local Government should relax their control over these local authorities, 
but the question is how far this control should be relaxed, what powers 
should be invested in these local authorities, and what more responsi- 
bilities should be entrusted to them. 
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I do not oppoBe He Bill ; on tlie eontrai^ I support this Bill general- 
ly, but what I would request is that we should have public opinion on 
the provisions of the Bill before the Bill is passed. In the case of the 
Bengal Highways Bill) a Bill consisting of only 4 or 5 clauses, a Bill 
which was not so important as this was. Government was pleased to ask 
for the opinion of all the district boards of Bengal ; but in this particu- 
lar case 1 fail to understand why the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
Ivocal Self-Government has not thought fit to ask for the opinion of the 
district boards of Bengal which are vitally interested in this question. 
In lieu thereof he has suggested that the Bill should at once be referred — 
and I entirely agree with him — ^to a Select Committee consisting of the 
leading members of the Council, but at the same time I beg to submit 
that it should not be referred to any committee whatever unless and 
until we have been favoured with public opinion and especially of the 
district boards which are vitally interested in this question. 

Now it appears from the provisions of the Bill that the proportion 
of nominated members of district boards has been proposed to be reduced 
from one-half to one-fifth. This is one of the reasons why we should have 
public opihion on this point — whether it should be one-fifth, one-fourth 
or one-tenth. I beg to draw your attention to one fact and that is that 
the minority should he well represented in the district hoards. We 
must have a <ertain miml>er cf Muhammadans. We must have a cer- 
tain numher to represent the depressed class and to represent labour 
also ill the district hoards. Anglo-Indian interests should also he well 
represented there, as my friend Dr. Moreno suggests. As regards the 
traders I draw your special attention to this question because it is one 
of my duties to do so, being a representative of the Bengal National 
Chamber of (-ommerce in this Council. Traders in the mufassal are 
not well represented in the district hoards and municipalities. So some 
pitivision ought to he made so that the representatives of the trade and 
commerce may have some chance of being nominated to the district 
Imards. Therefore, we must have the opinion of the public at large 
as to the extent of the I'eduction in number of nominated inemliers, and 
as to which persons or which cfimmunities should he represented in the 
district boards. 

As reganls Government contiol over the district boards, Government 
at present exercises a degree of control which is not desirable, but at the 
same time, I am most reluctant to do away altogether with the control 
of the local Government. Therefore, I must have the opinion of the 
public as to how far this control should be relaxed and whether it 
should be done away with altogether, Under the Bill it is proposed to 
omit certain important sections of the Ixx'al Self-Government Act, 
namely, sections 41, 48, 60, 71, 124, 126, 127 and 128. I agree with the 
mover of the Bill that some of the sections should be altogether omitted 
but before we commit ourselves to that course, let us have public opinion 
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and then the mstter to e Select Committee ot thie Home for ooa- 
eideiatum mid report. As regards the composition of the Select Qoiok 
— 

Huivi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURIi On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the speaker entitled to refer to the Select Committee, the proposal for 
whicli lias not yet been moved? 

Mfn PRESIDENT* Mr. Addy, if you are referring to tbe personnel 
of tbe committee, you are out of order. 

Df* H« W* B* MORENO: Waa it not your ruling, Sir, that when a 
member is on hi.s feet he is to speak on the original notion as well aa 
on the amendments (if any) for, later on, he would bo precluded from 
delivering another speech on the same subject P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite so, Dr. Moreno. But the amendment has. 
not been moved as yet. After this motion has Iweii disposed of, 1 will 
come to the Maharaja’s motion i-egarding the reference of the Bill to* 
a Select Committee. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May T speak on that amendment,. 
Sir, when it is umler discussion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, only if your motion is lost. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to submit, Sir that i» 
r^^ganl to an important Bill of this kind (lovernment should he pleased 
to ask for public ojiinion and espe<'inlly the opinion of the district hoards 
which are vitally intereste<I in this matter, on the Bill which contaim^ 
some important innovations. My opinion is that the Council should not 
commit itself to the provisions of the Bill as they are. 

Tbe motion of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy that the Bengal T/ocal 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill be circulated for the purjwse of 
eliciting opinion thereon within one month of the carrying of thi* 
motion in Council was then put and lost. 

Tba HMi’bM Mabaraja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahatfiir tf 
Natfia: The position is that the Government and the parties to which 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are to move your motion first. 

The Hon’bla Mahvala KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Babiiliir of 
NaMas Before I move my motion I wish to make a statement in order to 
make things clear. The position is, os I said, the Government and 
the parties to which Ilai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur and 
Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad lielong and tbe mover of the Bill have a 
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right of »teiiding over certain procedtire to be adopted regWd to 
thi* Bill eubject, of couree, to yonr approval and the ooneent ol the 
House. The mover of the Bill is, I understand, prepared to withdraw 
the motion that the Bill he taken into considteration, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! If the mover withdraws his 
motion the whole thing fails. Do I understand that he withdraws his 
motion. 

(Cries of no, no.) 

Tha Han’Ma Mi»UN^i)a KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY SaliiMlir «ff 
Nadia: We have discussed and arrived at a compromise regarding the 
c*t)mpo8ition of the Select Committee which will, I think, be acceptable 
to all the parties. So I formally move, with your permission, for leave 
to substitute the following names in place of those that appear in my 
motion on the paper to constitute the Select Committee: — 

Miiulvi Ekramul Huq, Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, of 
San tosh, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan Ali, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy of 
Chakdighi, Mr. S. W. (loode, Maulvi Suyedul Hoque, Mr. B. N. Sasmal, 
Maulvi Md. Nurnl Huq Chaudhuri, Maulvi Muhammad Yasin, Babu 
Bejoy Krishna Bose, Maulvi Kader Baksh, Babu Taraknath Mukerjea, 
and myself with instructions to submit their report before the next 
session of the Coumdl, and that the number of meml)ers whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

1 hope this will he acceptable to the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you taken the permission of the members 
whose names you propose and are they willing to serve? 

The Hon'ble MalMraJa KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bthadur of 
Nidii: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Do I understand that the motions of Rai Satyendra 
Nath Roy (Uioudhuri Bahadur and Maulvi AsinnuMin Ahamad are 
withdrawn. 

THt Hon'ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that ease I would accept this new amendment 
without notice. But there would be this difficulty — if other members 
get up and pro|K>ee amendments I ahall have to accept them, too. ^ 
That is the risk you mn. 

BahitAMULYA OHONE ADDYs Do the new namee proposed 
include that of Rai Abittaah Chandra Banerjee Bahadur? 
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■r. PmSIDENTl If any other member wiabee to send in amende 
ments anglfUitiiig other names I shall be glad to ac^pt them without 
notice. The debate will now continne on the Maharaja’s amendment. 

The following motions were then, by leave of the Conncil. with- 
drawn : — 


Rti SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUOHURI Bahadur to move, 
by way of amendment, that the Hill he leferred (o a Select Coi«mittf*t» 
consisting of the Hon’hle Maharaja Kshauiiish (’handrn Kay Bahadur 
of Nadia, Mr. S. W. (loode, Balm Bejoy Krishna Bi>se, Maulvi Sayedul 
Hoque, Maulvi Abdul (iafur, Maulvi Kader Baksh, Maulvi Abdur 
Kasrhid Khan, Balm Tarakuath Mukerjea, Balm Jogindni ('hantlra 
Chakravarti, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri, Mr. B. N, Susmal, Raja 
Maniloll Singh Roy of Chakdighi, Babu Alraiiish Chandra Roy, Babu 
Boroda Prosad Dey anti the mover, with instructions to submit their 
report as soon as possible. 

Mnuivi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD to move, by way of ameitdnient, 
that the said Bill be referred to a Sele<’t ('oinmittee i-onsisting of the 
Hon'ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Biiha4lur of Nmlia, Dr. 
IVamathanath Baiierjea, Dr. Bidhun ('hamlra Roy, Mr. B. N. Sasmal, 
Mr. K iran Sankar Roy, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chuudhury, Mnuivi 
Wnhed HoHsaiii. Maulvi Md. Yasin. Maulvi Abdur Raschid Khan, 
Maulvi Sayedul Iloijm*, and the movej. with instructiouM to submit 
their report in time for its consideration in Council in the January or 
February session of the Bengal Legislative Ct»uiicil (whichever will 
he the earlier), and the number of nieinliers whose presence shall be 
necessary for constituting a <iuorum slmll W five. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 should like to sj)eak a word or two witir 
regard to tlie p^i’sonncl of the (‘ominittee proposed by the Maharaja 
Bahadur. I notice that in this personnel while Kuropean interests, 
Muhammadan interests and Hindu interests are all represented, Anglo- 
Indian interests are carefully avoided. Not only in this Bill, Sir, 
but alsc) in other Bills moved by the Maha];iiiH Bahadur 

The Hon’bit Maltaraia K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bafiadiir of 
Nadia: On a point of order. He refers to other Bills moved by me in 
this (k)uneil. Are we discussing ** other Bills here nowP Dr. Moreno 
^ refers to other Bills in which, he says, Anglo-Indian interests are not 
represented. 

Mr. RREBIDENT: If Dr. Moreno thinks that he has a grievance 
against you regarding non>re[}resentation of the Anglo-Indian commu- 
nity he can develop his jmint in onlier to make his point clear. 
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Or. H. W. B. MORCNOS I trust, Sir, that the Maharaja Bal*dur 
now sees that I am in order according to your ruling in developing my 
argument. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I would advisee you not to waste your time but 
ixme to your point at once. 

Ora Ha Wa B. MORENO S I notice that in previous Bills Anglo- 
Indian interests have been carefully avoided by Government — I put it 
strongly — deliberately avoided by Government and* especially by the 
Maharaja Bahadur as, seen in the personnel of the committees on his 
Bills. Does the Maharaja Bahadur consider that the Anglo-Indians 
.are so very far from all glimmerings of intelligence that they cannot 
«ven take a passing interest in things pertaining to the public welfare 
of Bengal ; or does lie hold that they are such a negligible minority that 
they can with impunity lie ovcrlmikefl? To both these I enter ray 
emphatic protest. It is a very i»aintul subject for me to discuss in 
this (’ounci!, a thing which is jieculiar to me and my community. 
I hold that Govenimcnt should give every opportunity for all interests 
io 1)0 represented in the activities of this (’ouiicil. 

Murfvi MB. NURUt HUQ CHAUDHURI: On u point of order. 
Do the Anglo-Indians live in villages for which this Bill is going to 
be enacted y 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is not a point of oixler and 1 am sorry you 
have interrupted the member who is in jMwsession of the Ilouse. 

Dr. H, W, B. MORENO: 1 am surprised to find the Hoii’ble Mem- 
ber state as his opinion that Anglo-Indians live only in the large and 
jwpulous towns of this province I' Such a statement has only to be 
mentioned to l)e ridiculed. The aidion of the Maharaja Bahadur in 
4»xcluding a representative of the Anglo-Indian community on the 
rommittw is unfair to say the least, and I enter here my most solemn 
and emphatic protest agaius^ such sort of jirottedure. I think it is to 
the interests of Government to have the opinions of all concerned and 
lio avoid all grounds fur future misunderstanding. With these remarks 
I resume luy seat and trust that Government will be more careful in 
the future in its consideration of the representation of all interests in 
this Council. 

Balm DEBI PROBAD KHAITAN: Although I cannot agree with 
what Dr. Moreno has said that even in these matters oommunal interests 
ehall be represented miiy I propose that the name of Dr. Moreno be 
included in the Select Committee. 
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Ufa PpSSiDCilTs Please let me have your amendment in a 
written 

Bnllll AMULYA DHONE ADDYs May I projK>t<e that the name 
<»f Rai A. C. Banerjee Bahadur be added to the list of members of 
the Seleet Committee? I am sorry to find that althoujfh his name 
appears in the original list, it does not appear in the new list, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you obtained the consent of Rai A. C. 
Banerjee Bahadur? 

BMni AMULYA DHONE ADDY: As he was willing to serve in 
the first committee, it may he taken that he will also Im' williiifr to 
eerve in this committee. 

May I know, Sir. wliy hi< name has Wn omitte*! in the list 
althouffh it was in the first list? Is it hecau.*<e he is a niemWr of the 
Beiiffal National r}iai!il)er of (Vimmeice^? I think, Sir, he is a fit 
person to l>e on the committee as the rejuesentative of that (’huml)er 
and should b<‘ included. 

Apart from that (jue.stion he is a proper jierson to he a member 
of that committee having'- repnd to the fact that he is Jhe Chairman 
of u veiT important district lujard, r/;., that of Birhhum. As this 
Bill deals with the administration of district Imards 1 think the name 
of this {fentleman who has expressed his willinjrness to serve on the 
committee should l>e added to the list of meml>ers of the Select 
Commit tee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have re<’eive<l notice of two more amendments, 
TIC., one to include the name of Uai AhillH^h (Muirnlra Banerjee Bahadur 
Olid the other to include the name of Dr. H. W. B. Moreno, 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 

NaiEa. Sir, personally T have no ohjettion ti» include the names of 
lh<*se frentlemeii. hut this committee a us selected as 1 have said as a 
compixmiise. We have after all to jrive and take. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If you talk of compromise may I ask between 
whom the compromise ha« been arrivtd at ; liwause a sericnii charge 
has been made a^inst Government that they have not taken the other 
party into confidence. 

The Hon^ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahedur of 
Madia: Compromise between the mover of the Bill and the movem of 
the different motions. 

The moticm of Baba Debi Prosaii Rhatian to include the name of 
Dr. H. W. B. Moreno to the liet of member* of the Select Cominittee 
mg then put and lost. 
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The motion oi Babn Amulya Dbone Addy to include mine of 
E»i Abinash Chandra Baiierjee Bahadur in the list of the members 
of the Select Committee was then put and lost. 

The motion that the Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill 1925, be refened to a Select Committee consisting of Maulvi 
Ekramul Huq, Ttaja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri of Santosh, 
Maulvi SayyiHl Sultan Ali, Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, of Chakdighi, 
Mr. S. W. GcxkIp, Maulvi Sayedul Hoque, Mr. B. N. Sasmal, Maulvi 
Md. Nunil Hufj Chaudhury, Maulvi Muhammad Yasin, Babu Bejoy 
Krishna Bwe, Maulvi Kader Baksh, Babu Tarakiiath Mukerjea and 
the Hoirble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, with 
instructions to submit their report before the next session of Council, 
the number of membei-s whose presence shall l)e ne<*es8ary for constitut- 
ing a ([uoruni, shall be five, was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Phukt ” Bill, 1925. 


Or. H. W. B. MORENO: 1 beg to move that the Bengal Phuket 
Bill, 1925, be <'ir<uluted for the purpose of eliciting oi)inion thereon 
by the 16th January, 192(i. 

At a previiUiK meeting of this Council this Bill was introduced and 
formally accepted. Since llieii the Bill has Wn maturing by a very 
gnidunl process and in this iue<‘ting of the Council it is pro])()sed to 
have it circulated for the purpose of eli«’iting public opinion thereon. At 
a suhse(|uent meeting I hope to ask the Council to refer the Bill to a 
Select Committee for con.sideration and at a still more 8iil)8ef[uent 
meeting to ask the ('ouiicil to accept the Bill an settled in the 
(\)uneil. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please make a very short statement. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Yes. Sir. I shall l)e very short. This is 
only one step in the process of maturing; and I think there can be 
little controversy as we are all agree<l that strict and proper methods 
should be ndoptwl for the detection and also a deterrent punishment 
for the abhori'ent practice of phukei which is causing havoc among the 
cattle in India leading to their deterioration and to the diminution 
of milk and milk producta. I think there can be little objection to 
this Bill and I, thereto^, formally beg leave to move that the Bill be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. 
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Tit lllpiMt iir HUGH tTi^HiNtONs I do not wish to o}ipo«» 
tliis moticm. I wish, however, to make quite clear what my poeilioii 
is in this matter. This Bill re-enacts the provisions, re)ppirdiii|r 
phuka contained in the Cmeltj’ to Animals 'Act of Umi, which has 
not yet been broujrht into fon*(* Wcause of the prolon^^d correspondence 
with the Calcutta Con>oration. Whether the Council will, at u later 
stage, think it desirable to re-enact the provisions of that Act will W 
one for them to decide. 1 he ]>osition is that the jirovisions of this 
Bill are already contained in the Act 1 have (pioted. The only new 
thing in this Bill is the definition of phuka, and also the provisum 
giving the Corporation concurrent I>o^^er^ with the police to apiwint 
a staff for searc*h, insjMHdion and prosecution. These men are to have 
lowers of search without a warrant at any time and the jumer of 
arresting without a warrant. Thevse jiowers are rather drastic, and I 
shall, at a later stage, if the Bill conies up for I'onsidenition, probably 
oppose this power. At this stage I do not wish to opjiow* the Bill. 

BMm AMULYA DHONE AODYs I have much pletisui'e in supjmrt- 
ing this Bill. Sir, we all know that (he rate of mortality in Bengal 
is very heavy and as regards infant mortality it is the heaviest and 
what is the reason for it!^ The reason is not very far to seek. It is 
the dearth of good cows’ milk in Bengal. There are reasons which 
are responsible for infant mortality and one of the s)MH'ial reasons is 
the practice of phuka on the jirime cows in Calcutta. There are ulnuit 
one thousand cow-shcds in Cah utta ami its suburbs in which the prcH'e## 
of phuka is practised ami in the absence of any special law the culprits 
are not ade(|uutely jmnishcd. Therefore, it has lanonie desirable that 
there should Ik* some legislatiou to put a stop to this heinous pnuiice, 
the practice under which even the prime cows become sterile and useless 
with the result that they are sold to hutcdiers for lieing slaughtered. 
Ill connwtion with this item I w(»uhl draw' your attention to th<* 
opinion of Mr. C. F. Payne who was the Chairman of the Calcutta 
(’orporation. He stated : 

The Qonla usually buys his cows at the beKinniuK of their second lactation 
period. He then sells away the calf and l)egins to practise the al>oininab]e 
phuka on the cows and obtains milk for 6 or R months at the most. By the end 
of that time the cow ceases to give milk and becomes unfit for breeding purposes 
for at least 2 or 3 years. The butcher is in waiting and however fine the animal 
may be, she is sold away for slaughter without scruple for a small sum. This 
is a process which is constantly going on with the best cows in the country. 
The cruelty of it will probably appeal strongly to roy hearers, but what appeals 
to me even more strongly is the abominable wastefulness of the system. The 
result is that good cows are harder to procure every year and the price of cattlw 
M well as of milk is steadily going up. 

It haa been stated by the Hon^ble Sir Hugh Stephenson that ther# 
is a similar provimoii in Bengal mz. : Bengal Act I of 1920, but I am 
really sorry or rather I am aaharoed to state that the Govemment haa 
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not tlumghi it fit io enforce it eren now, and tliai ia ike greater , tomchl 
why it has become absolutely necessary that there should be some sort 
of legislation to prevent the practice of plmka on prime and milch 
cows of Calcutta and in course of time to extend its operations to the 
districts of Bengal. 

Or. H. W. B. MORENO: I shall set at rest some of the difficulties 
to which the Hon’ble Member in charge referred to in dealing with my 
Bill. As a matter of fact the new Act to which he alludes has not 
yet been put into operation, so its provisions are of no value at all. 
This Bill will strengthen the present Act and will allow for the con- 
fen'ing of distinct fwwers to officers to arrest persons, without warrant, 
if they are suspected of practising phnka on animals. In the Act 
which is now in force a person entering a building has on entering 
iminwliately to witness a case of phuka being practised, if he does not, 
he be(!omes liable for house-trespass. This Act, if it is passed, will 
allow a person, if he has reasonable suspicion, to enter a building and 
make arrests, if he thinks that the animals have had phukn practised 
-on them. Then again, Sii, if you notice the secticms concerning 
punishment, you will find they are severer than those in the Prevention 
of Cnjelty to Animals Act. Further, there is a (dause which gives 
power to the Corporation to appoint special otfi(*ers who may l>€ dejmted 
ii detect cases of phnhi. We have heard in the public press and out- 
side that the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is not 
doing its duty. T am not here to snpiwrt the Society or to criticize 
its actions. I am here in this Bill affording the Corporati( n as well 
the opportunity to appoint officers in order to strengthen the work of the 
^Society and augment such work. It has been ascertained that this 
practi<*e of phnka is Ireing carried on, on over five tliousaiul animals in 
Bengal. 

Only the other doy I was at the Tangra Slaughter House examining 
the animals jiut up for slaughter; among them I saw a large number 
•of prime cattle coming in for slaughter. 1 questioned the Sui>erinten- 
deiit u.s to why such good* cattle w’ere being slaughtered and in reply 
he said that almost 75 per cent, of them had had the disgusting practice 
of phuka pructist^d on them, which had rendered them sterile for the ' 
rest of their lives, tJiat was why these animals had been given over to 
the butcher’s knife, their period of usefulness for all time had been 
stopped. I thought this a glaring iu.stance of the serious drain upon 
the cattle of the land. If suoh things are done here in Calcutta one 
can imagine what is going on outside Calcutta, in other centres in. 
Bengal. Some real effort should be done to detect and punish the per- 
petration of such primes. There is no reason why Govemment should 
not co-operate writh tha people in putting down this abominahle prao- 
tioe, putting it down with a high hand* 
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Tbe oiAmi of Dr. H. W. B. Moreno that the Bengal ** Phnka ’* 
Bill, be circulated for the pur|)a»e of eliciting opinion thereon 

by the 15th January, 1926 waa then put and agreed to. 


TiM Bwigid Hifidu Pubtio Trusts Bill, 1925. 

The following motion stood in the name of Balm Dehi Prosad 
Xhaitan : — 

“ That the Bengal Hindu Public* Tru>t> Hill, 1925, be referriHi to 
a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Sir AlNl>ur<Uahini, 
Mr. J. H. Lindsay, Mi. II. C. Liddell, Mr. Hyoinkes ('hakruvurti, llai 
Abiiiash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Bai Buiiadur Badridas Hoenka, 
Babii Bejoy Krishna Bose, Babu .latincha Nath Basil, Balm Akhil 
Chandra Datia, Dr. Pramathaiiath Banerjeu, Babu Ainulya Dlione 
Addy, Babu Hemanta Kumar Saikar and the mover, witli instructions 
to submit their report as soon a.s jwissiblc and that the inimlHU* of 
members whose luesence shall lie ncMessary to form a quorum shall be 
five.” 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: This Bill was introduced at the 
last session of the Council. Since I sent notice of this motion my 
attention lias lH*en drawn to a certain amount of ojijMisition to the 
piovision> of this Bill, It appears that the ojqMisition which has lieen 
advanced against the provisions of this Hill are based on either mis- 
understanding of the Bill or a non-perusal of the Bill absolutely. 

The first groiimi' ot opposition is that on social and religious matters 
no legislature ought to be* introduced. This ground is against the 
actual state of affairs. Even as recently lis the year 1920, tlie Ueli- 
gious and Charitable Trusts Ac t was pas.sed by the Imperial legislative 
(Viuncil empowering the (Vmrts to call u|K)n Trustees to furnish 
m-couuts and other particulrfis relating to the Timsts. Then there is 
section 92 of the (’ivil PrcM*edure (^wle which also lays down the 
procedure mccording to which any inejuiry may be made at presc^nt, and 
under which suits can lie instituted and the necessary orders |>assed in 
regard to any public Trust. Therefore, it cannot be said that on serial 
and religious matters no legislature i.v in existence or that any legisla- 
ture should not interfere therewith. 

The other ground uinm which op}M>si(ioii |ja.s l»een advanced is that 
if this Bill be parsed into law, the cultural and religiouic matters relat* 
ing to any parthmlar sect of the community will be interfered with by 
other sec'ta. That is just the point which this Bill prevents. In this 
Bill it is provided that a Committee of Inquiry should be formed* from 
amongst that section of the i>eople for whose benefit a parturular Trust 
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exists. Under the present system the inquiry is conducted not only 
by other sects, but even by officers and judges of different forms of 
religion absolutely. Secondly, the Committee of Inquiry can only be 
appointed at the instam^e of persons belonging to that section of the 
community for whose benefit the i)articular Trust exists. Even there 
sufficient provision has been made to ensure that people of other sects 
and creeds cannot interfere witli any religious matters. The Board of 
Charitable Commissioners that has been suggested in my Bill is 
entirely <‘oiii])osed of Hindus; consequently it is ensured in the Bill 
that whatever orders are finally passed, are ])as8ed by members of the 
Hindu community, and they will certainly be able to pass orders in 
a better way than the judges or officers belonging to other sects and 
creefts. 


In these circumstames my object in saying this is to inform the 
jiublic that the objections put forward are either owing to a misunder- 
standing of the Bill or by reason of a non-perusal of the Bill. But at 
the same time I feel that a Bill of this nature should not be rushed 
through when there is so much opposition. In these circumstances I 
do not desire to move the motion that stands in my name, but to give 
fresh notice for the January session of the Council. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; In that case, I do not know what the procedure 
ought to be. 


Babu OEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I think I am entitled under the 
rules not to move now and to give fresh notice for the Januai-y session. 

Mr. A, C. BANERdEE: On a point of order, might I ask one ques- 
turn. Is It not usual for the mover of a Bill to read the Bill first 
and If he reads it, can it be withdrawn after that? 


(At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.) 

[After the adjournment.] ** 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand from Mr. Khaitau that he does 
not intend <> move the motion that staiuh* in his name. It is a pretty 
biK that he has ..ffered fci- not moving his motion 

md he was „„t „u.te order. I eould not define his inte^ntion at Z 
t me or I wouh l.ave .stoj>,,ed him. In any case the position now is 
that the motion is not moved. 

Mr. t. N. HALOAR: May I draw your attention to Standing Order 
H;n' “““ “y stage of the 
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Mr. PlUMlOENTi But he is not moving for the viihdrewnl of his 
Bill. 

Mr* §• II* HALDARs 1 understood Mr. Khaitaa to say that he vras 
withdrawing his Bill. The Bill has been circulated after introduction. 

lit. PREilDENT: That is not the case. Mr. Khaitan simply does 
not move his motion for the reference of his Bill to Select Committee. 
But he should not have made any 8|)eecli, and I hoju^ he will be careful 
not to offend in this direction in the future. 


The Bengal Pasture BiN, 1925. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO. I beg to move that the Bengal Pasture Bill, 
1925, be circulated for the imrpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
15th January, 192(i. 

This Bill, us in the ca.se of the previous Bill is in the jmKess of 
maturing. It is already in the second jinM-ess for t irculation in order 
to .secure public opinion. I desire, in the first instance, to remove some 
of the misapprehensions concerning this Bill. There is nothing very 
drastic in its provisions. All that the Bill provides is that it enables 
the Government to ac<)uire pasture land where ne<*eHHar>', it affcwds ways 
and' means for the acquisition of such pasture lands and for the mainte- 
nance of them. There is nothing extraordinary in this Bill; it is 
merely an enabling Bill. It does not seek to set the machinery c»f 
Government immediately in motion to acquire pasture-lands where there 
was none before. Throughout this Bill no attempt is made to force the 
hands of Government to acquire piisture land in Districts and other 
centres forthwith. 

With regard to the Bill itself, the first few sections give the modnn 
operondi for securing pasture lamiS, and give Gcmuninent the nieans 
to secure such lands. According to section 18 (c) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, the (Government is permitted to forfeit the fees of land- 
lords which are not withdrawn within three years and wliich have l)een 
deposited with Government for s[)ecific puriwses. These fees remain 
with the Government and if not claimed, they escheat to Government. 
This large sum of money will enable the Government to have the 
wherewithal to at‘<iuire pa.sture lancbc, after all this money is really paid 
by the people by way of fees, and can be well spent for the welfare 
of the people. 

Then with regard to the recover}' of pastures, what happens in the 
present instance is this: you have pasture lands and gradually both 
landlords and tenants, semindars and raiyats keep on encroaching upon 
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nf thwe lands which are theirs by right and which are grMui^y 
absiibed either by the semindars or the raiyats for the purpose of culti- 
vation. This Bill will allow such lands to remain intact m future. 

When the Permanent Settlement was passed in 1793, distinct 
arrangements were made for the mapping out and mainta^ng of pa^ 
turages in Bengal. All these things have pa^ awa.y, and if you 
go to the Settlement Oflicer and ask where are these pasturages he wll 
tell you that there is no record of them. This Bill will prevent this 
Bort of thinjf in the future. 

Then again, in Chapter IV of the Bill there are ways and means 
provided for the maintenance and management of these pasture lands. 

The whole Bill, therefore, while being a most useful measure does 
not ask for any drastic change to take place immediately in the Settle- 
ment of Bengal. As I said before, it is merely an enabling Bill. At 
the present moment I am only asking for it to be circulated for public 
opinion and I trust there will be no serious opposition to it at this stage. 


The H0ll*bl« Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I have no wish whatever 
to opiTOse this motion for circulation, but perhaps it would be as well 
if I said something on my probable future attitude on the Bill. 

It is quite true, as Dr. Moreno has said, that it is an enabling Bill, 
and I think we shall find that it will be almost entirely a dead letter. 
On the other hand, it is not so innocent us Dr. Moreno makes it out 
to be. When once it is set in motion it enables the Collector, with 
no appeal, to decide on all (jnestions of right to pasture lands. It 
enables the Colle<‘tor to say that land was pasture land 200 years ago, 
and therefore to dispossess the present owners w’ithout corai)en8ation. 
It gives no aj>peal against the Collector’s decision as to what are the 
rights on the land, asS to whether the land is pasture land, and as to 
whetiier the owner has a elaiiu to compensation at all. If the land 
was ever pasture, the Bill makes no provision wdiatever for any com- 
pensation to the owner. It sets up a Village Board for administering 
the pasture lands. - I am doubtful, Sir, of tlie efficiency of this Board. 

My main objection to the Bill is that it is endeavouring to fight an 
economic process. The experience of all countries is that you cannot 
turn the economic clock bat*k. The reason why there is no pasture 
land in JBengal at the present moment is because it is more profitable to 
use the land for agriculture, and as long as it is more profitable to 
use these lands for agriculture, it is no use trying to restrain the 
process. In England, before the war, the process was the other way; 
it was more profitable to have land for pasture than for cultivation. 
•The result was that a large quantity of plough land was put under 
pasture. 
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Yon c«i^ int*rt«» by paning law* with aconomic ptooww o< that 
kud. 8»r, >ii«r last comment is on the question of landloids’ fees. 
Dr. Moreno talks as if these landlords’ fees were something which Gov- 
ernment pule into its pocket and spends on lollipops but they an n 
part of the provincial revenues of Bengal and if we are going' to give 
landlords’ fees for this purpose we might as well give a part of the 
excise tax or something else. The meaning of the section in the Bill 
is that Goverpment shall iiay— it does not matter whether it is paid 
from landlords’ fees or excise revenue or land i-evenue. It must lie 
paid from out of the provincial revenues of Bengal. As I have said 
I do not oppose at this stage the motion for circulation of the Bill. 

I only hope that the bodies t<i whom it will lie ciix’ulated will very 
farefully consider it. 

The motion of Dr. H. W. B. Moreno that the Benfral Pasture Bill, 
1925, he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by tho 
loth January’, 1926, was then put and agreed to. 


The Calcutta Rent (Amendment No. II) Bill, 1925. 


Or. H« Wi B. MORENO to move that the (^alcutta Kent (.\mend- 
nieiit ^o. II) Bill, 192<'), he circulated for the ]uir])o.se of elii’iting 
opinion thereon hy the lOth .Tanuarv, 1926. 

1 beg leave to move that the (’alcuttn Kent (Amendment No. Ih 
Hill, l>e circulated for eliciting opinion thereon. This Bill is in fulfil- 
ment of a promise, which 1 gave to this ('ouiic’il, to amend some of 
the deffH’ts and anomalies of the R<»n( Act since it has Ihh'Ii extendeil 
lor three years. The .Vet is veiy limiteil in its s<ope. It affects only 
the premises carrying rents amounting to Us. 250 and under. There- 
for(\ this Bill affects largely the hhadrahn/ class of Bengal, esiMvially 
those living in Calcutta os it affects largely the Anglo-Indian com- 
munity. There is not the letist doubt that there are many glaring 
defects and anomalies in the Act some of which have been (K>iiited 
out by my friends and by some j)ersons in authority. Any on© perusing 
the Objects and lieaaons attached to my Bill will see that I am attempt- 
ing to remedy some of the difficulties which are now being met in 
the administration of the Act. It is noticeable that there is already 
a large falling off of cases in the Rent Controller’s Court simply 
becauae the Bill has provisions which are by no means satisfactory 
either to the landlord or to the tenant. My purpose here is to have 
some of its defects remedied and my object in moving for its circula- 
tion in order to secure public opinion is this: The Bill will afford 
opportunity to public bodies as well as to members of the public to^ 
give their opinion on this Bill so that the real defects and anomaliea^ 
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tioa to tlie Bent Act being amended. 1 merely aak that tbe deleela 
and anamaUee be righted and f(»r that purpose in view 1 ee^ for public 
opinion on tbe general proyiaions of tbe Bill. 

BldNl tURENDRA NATH RAYi In answer to tbe question to-day, 
^iz.f whether Government was considering the desirability of taking 
steps to repeal the Calcutta Rent Act, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur 
of Nadia said that Government did not consider it necessary to curtail 
the operation of the Act as it was going to expire in March, 1927. 
tinder these circumstances I do not see any necessity for introducing 
this Bill for the amendment of the Act and circulating it for public 
opinion. I think it will be a waste of time because we cannot expect 
to get these opinions before another two or three months and the Bill 
cannot be taken up before March next. What is the use then of wasting 
so much time and money when we know that the Act expires a year 
hence. 


Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to oppose the motion which 
has been moved by Dr. Moreno. Had I been under the impression that 
the Rent Act should W in force permanently I would certainly have 
supported it, because it is full of anomalies and the sooner they are 
remedied the better. The life of this Act is up to March, 1927. So, 
is it necessary that the Act should be amended as suggested by 
Dr. Moreno P This Act is nothing but a temporary one. In 1920, the 
Calcutta Kent Act was introduced by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan and he stated that the object of the Bill was to 
restrict teniiwrarily the increase of rents in (’alcutta. He stated that 
this was necessitated by the abnormal situation which existed at that 
time as a consequence of the war and this situation was described under 
three heads, viz,, building operations had Wn restricted to a minimum 
during the war, that there has Wn an unusual and most extraordinary 
increnw^ of land valuation and lands were sold on reckless specula- 
tion. Now, Sir, that was the reason as to w'hy we in this Council passed 
the Bill, into law. In 192?!, when there was a proposal to further extend 
it, Sir Sureudra Nath Banerjea w^as reported to have stated that the 
abnormal situation which existe<1 in 1920 no longer existed in 1923 
and that tbe situation was approaching normal condition and lhat 
any further control in rent by an Act would be unjustifiable. Not only 
«o, but it would be actually harmful to have an extension of the Rent 
Act on the Statute Book. Sir, that was the promise of Sir Surendra 
Nath Banerjea and the Act was extended only for one year. In 1924, 
when there was the proposal for further extension of that Act Mr. G. S. 
Dutt, in opposing the Calcutta Rent Act (Amendment) Bill introduced 
by Dr. Moreno, said tbpt Government came to the conclusion thai the 
abnomal sitnaiion which existed in 1920 did not exist at that time. 
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mqiurjr mttf.pe nutter, oeme to the conoluaion that the Calcutta Bent 

^ *• • matter ot fact that. the Calcutta 

Bent Act dMC not apply to godowns and for that reason the rent of 
^owns went jpp. And what is the result-Wge number of godown. 
18 now lying vacant and the rent has come down to less than 50 per 
^t. ftan It was about two years ago. Similarly, dwelling houses in 
Calcutta remain vacant and the rent has come down not by 10 per cent, 
or 15 per cent, bnt in a majority of cases more than 25 per cent. If 
that be the case, where is the necessity for the amendment of this Act 
^ enggwted by Dr. Moreno? If it is desirable to have the resiriciion 
in rent by the proposed lej^islation, then why not restrict the prices of 
rice and other neceesaries of life? I am jiersonallv opposetl to any 
artificial control as supr^ested by Dr. Moreno. I am strouKly of opinion 
that It IS a question of the law of sui»ply and demand which controls the 
market. I again emphasize, Sir, that artificial treatment of the situa- 
tion will do a great injury to the interests not only of the landlords 
but also of the tenants. In these circumstances and the facts as I have 
just stated the House will agree with me that the amendment of the 
(Calcutta Ilent Act or rather the Act itself is not at all necessary. 

Mr, J, CAMPBELL FORRESTER: May I ask the hon’hle raemWr 
who spoke last whether he could give any practical instances where 
the rent has been reduced to 50 jier cent, of the pre-war charge? 

Btbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Yes, I can give you instances. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahaihir 
of Nadia: I do not want to make any statement at this stage. 

The motion that the Calcutta Kent (Amendment No. II) Bill, 1925, 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by. the I5th 
January, 1926, being put, Dr. II. W. B. Moreno said: “ Have 1 not 
luy right of reply, Sir?'* 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly you have, but you ought to have got 
up in your seat and tried to catch my eye. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Thi Baagal Laaal SoN-Covammant (Ar^rr. i Bin, ii28t 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Ddbn TARAKilATH MUKCRdBA to move lor leave to introduce 
a BOI Inrtbir to aniefid the Bengal Local Self-Ooveiuoient Act of 1886«, 
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•NAH lYlD IMOADUi. HAQ moved for leave to introdnee a BUI 
for tlie preservation of certain kinds of fish fry in Bengal. He spoke 
in Bengidi. The English translation of which is as follows: — 

I beg to move this motion for the introduction of my Bill referring 
to the preservation of fish fry. It is well-known that fish which is a 
staple food of the people of Bengal is becoming more and more dear 
every day and in some parts of the country it is unavailable. Rivers, 
ponds and hiU are drying up and unless steps are taken to preserve 
the fry, fish may become unavailable in the whole of the country. I 
hope the House will agree with me in this matter and my motion will 
be carried. I do not propose to put a stop to the catching of the fry 
but my object is simply to prohibit it for three months, Baisakh, Jaista 
and Ashar, when the fry grow, just as the killing of fowls is prohibited 
during their breeding season. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill for the preserva- 
tion of certain kinds of fish fry in Bill, was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


TIm BMgal Cattle Bill, 1B25. 

Or. H. W. B. MORENOs I beg to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to provide for the protection of cattle in Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Does anybody object to the introduction of the 
Bill. 

SHAH BYED EMDADUL HAQ objected to the introduction of 
the Bill. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENOs I regret that it is not possible at this 
stage for the members of this House to have a copy of this Bill, other- 
wise they would have seen that the provisions of this Bill are not likely 
to be in any way harmful to any sect or community. All that the Bill 
does is to provide for the protection of cattle set apart and consecrated 
on ceremonious occasions which have been declared res nullius by a 
judgment of the Calcutta High Court as it also provides for ways and 
mean* for District Boards and other public bo^es to bave breeding 
farms in order to improve the breed of cattle in Bengal. It is not 
very long ago when the Government admitted in answer to a question 
put in tMs House that the supply of milk was diminishing in Bengal 
and that there wai eertainiy room for improvement in Ike Ineod of 
tUttle in the provinoe. In view of the statement made in answer to 
S 
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OnfomiBeiil tr lor tbe maiter of that anybody in tbit Home 
s mafttl Bffl like tiiit vbicb will enalde public bodiee to have pifoperiy 
laid out bimding farms and tbe means wbereby to maintain tbeea 
farms. I do oot wish to say much more at this stage of tbe debate^ 
because after all members of tbe Council will have further opportunity 
of exi«»«i"»ng tbe proyisions of tbe Bill later on when tbe Bill is cir* 
culated to them. I, therefore, ask for leaye for tbe formal introduc- 
tion oi tbe Bill. 

Tbe motion that leaye be given to introduce a Bill to provide for 
tbe protection of cattle was then put and agreed to. 

•Rie Secretary then read tbe abort title of tbe Bill. 


The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1S2S. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved for leave to introduce a Bill 
to amend tbe Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does anybody object to tbe introduction of 
tbe Bill? 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Ten, Sir, I object. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ then delivered a speech in Bengali 
in support of his motion. The English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

I beg to move this motion for the introduction of the Village I^ocal 
Self-Government Bill. My Bill proposes to amend the Village Wal 
Self-Government Act. Some of the clauses of which have hecomtf 
obsolete and are quite insufficient to meet the requirements of the 
times. I shall mention only the most important of the points in which 
a further extension of rights has become n^essary. The Distriri 
Magistrate still nominates members to the District Board. This power 
of nomination should be transferred to the Board itself. The power 
exercised by the District Magistrate with regard to the choukidari tax 
should be transferred to the District Board and a few other powers 
also retained by the District Magistrate should be transferred to the 
District Board. 

When this Bill was introduced in a previous session of the Council, 
some of the Muslim members said that it was advisable that (he Dis- 
trict Magistrate should retain some of these powers in this matter. I 
pr<^MM to transfer these powers to the District Board, for I do not 
think that there is any caure for apprehension that tbe communal 
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qnmtlim wiil make any difficulty in tkia matter. I have furtiber 
poaed that the preaent area of the Fnion Boards should be extended 
and that the powers of the District Board in this matter shoold be 
widened and made explicit. 

This Bill, in addition to transferring to the Union Board all the 
powers hitherto exercised by the District Magistrate in regard to the 
appointment and dismissal of the chaukidars and the chaukidari tax, 
introduces some new features on the formation of an Advisory Board 
in each thana in order to decide disputes arising in the Union Boards, 
and on the eradication of the water-hyacinth, proposes some measures 
for the preservation of the pasture land in Bengal and provides for the 
relief of the p(X)r village people in respect of fines for non-payment of 
the chaukidari tax. I have further proposed to give help to the Union 
Boards in establishing luikimi and kaviraji dispensaries on small scales 
and to authorize them to impose small taxes on the zamindars even 
when they have no holding under a Union Board. 

In short, I propose to give to the tax-payers full power in the matter 
of Village Local Self-Government and I hope that the House will give 
mo leave to introduce this Bill. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, was then put and agreed 
to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


Th« Calcutta Imfifovaiiicnt (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce a Bill further to amend the Calcutta Improvement Act, 1919. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does anybody object to the leave being given? 

Balm AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 object. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: The Calcutta Improvement 
TTrust Act was passed in 1911. It is the general feeling that the 
•objects of the Act have not been carried out with due regard to the 
needs and circumstances of the inhabitants of Calcutta. The activities 
of the Trust have been chiefly of a destructive character, resulting in 
oonsiderable hardships upon the residents and a great shortage in 
housing accommodation. The operations of the Improvement Trust 
have thus seriously affected the poorer sections of the community. The 
failure of the Trust to conduct its operations in a satisfactory manner 
lias been due, in the main, to the fact that the Trust Board, as at p rs s en t 
constituted, is not sufficiently in touch with the wishes of the people of 
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ilw city. Il iSf tkercfcic, proposed in tliie Bill to am^d tke oonstitn* 
tum of ^e IlMrd of Trustees so as to make tliis body more popular tban 
at present. 

It is a fery short Bill consisting of only two sections, and ite main 
provision is that out of 5 members now nominated by Oovemment, 9 
members will be elected by the elected representatives of this Council. 
I hope, 8lr, that the Bill will commend itself to the acceptance of the 
members of the Council. 

Babil AMULYA DHONC ADDY: 1 withdraw my objection ; on the 
contrary I support it. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill further to amend 
(he Calcutta Improvement Act, 1919, was then put and agreed to. 

The Secretary" then read the short title of the Bill. 


Tfia Calcutta Domestic Servants* Registration Billi 1S28» 

Dr. H. W« B. MORENO: I heg to move for leave to introduce a 
Bill to provide for the registration of domestii' servants in Calcutta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does anybody object to leave l)eing given I* 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEA: I object. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: This Bill is not yet in the hands of tho 
members of the House, they will have ample opportunity of under- 
standing its provisions later on when it comes up for discussion after 
they have perused its contents. Meanwhile, I might say that the Bill 
is confined within the municipal limits of Calcutta and that registra- 
tion is made entirely voluntary on the part of servants. 

What usually happens in Calcutta and especially in poorer homes, 
in the homes of the hhadralog class who are not very affluently situated 
and in the homes of Anglo-Indians is that servants are generally 
employed of a nondescript type and of a very questionable character. 
Such servants enter service with all sorts of “ chits ** which are not 
easily identifiable, with the result that they enter such homes with 
impunity, soon they purloin all sorts of things and even steal m<»ney 
when given the opportunity. The result is that when such a senant 
leaves it is impossible to get any trace of his whereabouts and the* 
t'ftnilt is that homes are at the mercy of such servants who commit alt 
8(n*ta of depredations on them. 

Begistration as provided in the Bill is entirely voluntary, it will 
iftml protection to the good servant who enters a home by thk volun- 
tary system of registration and it will afford protec^km to the master 
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m w«2I. It will oflbnl pfioteetioii to Mw oonrant faecoiiM; if «t miiy 
time, he if dismimed for wrongful reasone and hie legitimate salary 
ie withheld, he will have the advantage of pioeenting hie registraMon 
book in a court of justice, he will thus be able to receive the e^ry 
on which he was appointed for the period for which he was migaged 
and for which it is due. Thia will be a thing that will result in ben^t 
to the servant himself. For the master, as I said before, there is ^is 
advantage that if he employs a registered servant, that is, a servant 
who submits to this system of voluntary registration, he is sure of the 
man who is working under him. If he employs a servant whh is not 
on the registered book, the risk will rest entirely on his shoulders. In 
Ceylon and the Malay States such a system of registration of domestic 
servants is carried out, and in certain cantonments in India the system 
of registration which is very much on the lines on which the present 
Bill has been framed is in vogue and is of very great service to the 
people living in these areas. There is not the least doubt that the Bill 
will be helpful not only to the roaster but to the servant as well. If 
there are provisions for the registration of chauffeurs, hackney-carriage 
drivers and of rickshaw pullers, I see no reason why a useful Bill of 
this kind, which will afford great protection to both parties, is limited 
to the municipal limits of Calcutta only and is entirely based on the 
voluntary system of registration should be objected to. Later on there 
will be ample opportunity for members to discuss and even to revise the 
provisions of the Bill when it comes up for actual consideration. With 
these remarks I formally move for leave to introduce the Bill. 

Mr# A. 0« BANIRdEEs Having regard to the fact that registration 
will be voluntary I do not wish to oppose the introduction of the Bill, 
but I want to know 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I will not permit any further discussion since 
you now say you do not object to the Bill. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill to provide for 
tlue i^gistmtion of domestic servants in Calcutta was then put and 
agreed to. 

Tbe Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The following item has been put in by mistake. 
As the Bill requires the previous sanction of the Governor-General 
which has not yet been obtained, 1 pass it over: — 

SHAN EYED SMDAT^UL HA« to move for leave to introduce a 
BiU for tbe preventkni of brothels and immoral traile in lairs. 



EBSOWmOKS. 


im,] 

n» BrntB; W H^nf Ui W Mi H «t::r.__ AT*) mm, tm. 

Bdta HfiMNTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: I beg to more for leare to 
iatrodnoe a Bill to amend tbe Bengal Village Self-Qovernment Act, 
1919 . 

Th# motioii wae put and agreed to. 

Hie Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mwlvf 8AYEDUL HOQUEs I beg to more for leave to introduce 
a Bill to amend the Bengal Village ^lf-€K>vernment Act, 1919. 

. The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the abort title of the Bill. 

Maillvi SAYBDUL HOQUE: I move that the said Bill be taken 
into consideration. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQS I object to the Bill being taken into 
consideration. In this connection I refer to the provision of section 61 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Manual which says that a Bill for 
the purpose of being taken into consideration at a sitting of the Ijegis- 
lative Council must be made available for the use of members. I beg 
to say that this section has not been complied with in the present case. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that c^se the motion is out of order. 

RdOlllliOIII 

(•fi nmtUn of gonorol piilMio ffitoriM). 

Roligioiii and ChoritaMo E ndw a t na wt a in Bangal. 

Maulvi ZANNOOR AHMED: I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that a committee consisting of nine 
members, of whom six at least must be non-officials, be forthwith 
appointed— 

(i) to inquire into and to report as early as possible on the present 
conditions of religious and charitable endowments in Bengal ; 
and 

(ti) to suggest measures for the purpose of safeguarding the objects 
of the trust and the interest of the public therein. 

This Council passed a resolution reomnmending to tlie Gotemineat that 
the provisions of the Mussalman Wakf Act, 1928, be exteniled to this 
province. But no action has yet been taken. Theie ta mtsappiehen- 
aion that it may bring about extinction of email arakf properties. To 
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bring n anit DKBsn ti, Oi^g Code, is kiwi itoiibleln^e. 

Any interference by the Goyenunent will .be seriat^ly ntisoonsfa^ed. 
There must be an inquiry into the present state of Stings. That inquiry 
must be conducted by a committee which should consist mainly of 
non-official members. Tbe committee which I propose if appointect 
will be able to collect materials to enable the legislature to pass suit- 
able legislation and to modify the present Act. The committee will 
also consider whether the present provisions of law serve the purposes 
of proper control of religions and charitable institutions^ It involves 
questions of fact and, 1 believe, unless materials are collected, the; 
^lect Committee on the Bills, if introduced, will not serve the pur- 
pose well and even if they are enabled to serve the purpose, inordinate 
delay will be the result. Maladministration of public funds for the 
purpose of the furtherance of charitable and religious institutions in 
an essentially religious c>ountry like that of ours cannot be patiently 
tolerated and any attempt to place these institutions on a proper and 
popular basis is welcome in our country. Before I conclude my speech 
I quote the observations of an eminent Judge of the Madras High Court 
which appears in a book of Ganapathi Iyer : 

High authorities oonneoied with the Government as well as Judges have had 
to remark upon the wliolly unsatisfactory condition of charitable institutions 
in India both Hindu and Muhammadan and the inadequacy of the existing, 
laws to afford sufRcient protection against the evils of dishonest or inefficient 
administration. Disinterested public opinion of India has also expressed itself 
in clear and growingly emphatic terms on the need for the legislature. In 
England comprehensive and searching inquiries were conducted into the condi> 
tion of these institutions through highly responsible committees and commis* 
siotis resulting in a succession of legislative enactments. It was not until such 
methods were adopted that the administration of public charities was purged 
of the manifold abuses which prevailed in England similar to those in this 
country. At present neither the Government nor the public have sufficient 
information about the numerous charitable foundations of India, which must be 
of immense value. The first thing necessary is that the facts regarding them 
should be authoritatively ascertained. 

Theee are the obBervations of Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, senior Member 6t 
the Executive Council. I bo{)e that before he lays down the reins of 
bis office amidst our regret he will do something towards the solution of 
this matter. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 miAutes.] , 

(After the adjournment.) 

lliNi OMI PKMAO KNAITANt 1 rise to support the resoliKtioii' 
that has been moved by my friend, Maulvi Zannoor Abmed. There calf 
be no doubt that the tbnditions of mitmaiiiageiiMait that exist in m 
large number of publio tmsts do call for an inquiry «t ms early m 



date as pclIIIMe and Htvi sniubl* provisions sbooid be made in dider 
tkat acts of miBUiaiiagenient may be made imposaible. In saying so, I 
do not meiik to conTey the impression that with respect to all cheritahle* 
religions stasis acts of mismanagement are to be fonnd. but at the 
same time it cannot be gainsaid that there is a large number of pnblie 
trusts in respect of which serious mismanagement prevails, not only 
in resp^t of templw and other religious trusts, but also in respect of 
otiber kinds of public trusts, for example, hospitals, schools, orphan* 
ages and all other kinds of public trusts. It is the duty of Govern- 
ment to look after the proper management of these institutions. There- 
was a time after the year 1810, when the management, and control of 
religious trusts were vested in the Board of Ueveiiue. It was only 
after a quarter of a century after that regulation that ilie control 
of religious trusts was taken away from the Board of Revenue and 
was vested in committees. Sir, I am not aware whether any such 
committees exist or not : but so far as the public know, such com- 
mittees do not at present exist. Section 92 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure which lays down the conditions and circumstances under 
which suits can be instituted, contains a procedure which is very dila- 
tor>’ and at the same time it is a piwedure under which it is not possible 
for a member of the public to institute suits which are very costly of 
management, and, under the provisions of the Evidence Act, it is very 
ditScult to prove the allegations whic-h can justly In* imule against the 
peri)etraterfi of mismanagement. Under the Act of 1920, the Religious 
and Public Trusts Act, an inquiry cun l)e made alxiut the puhlicutiou 
of accounts, hut it is an A<*t which has not lieeii utiliised and which 
is not sufficient to bring to l)ook these trustees who are carrying on 
mismanagement. There is no doubt that vested interests will take 
amiss this resolutioji, if it is passed — hut it is not simply the vested 
int^erests which this Council has got to loc»k after — it is the genera] 
public who contribute towanis the endowment of public trust*- it is 
the general public for whose benefit the public trusts are creetml and aiw 
supposed to be maintained it is the general public who ought ti> derivw 
benefit in a projier form these trusts — whose interests ought to he safe- 
guarded — and it is ne<*essary that a certain inquiry should he made of’ 
regal ds the condition of religious and charitable endowments in Bengal. 
Madras has already led the way in legislation of this character: they have 
got the Religious and Public Trusts Act which they are administering^ 
Bengal should follow suit, and it is desirable that after suitable con- 
sideration. some legislation should be introduced which can properly 
deal with the matter. Sir, if it is said that the appointment of w 
committee of this character will not have sufficient powers to go into 
the acta of internal mismanagement, aif<l'tolh<|iiti% into ^at pfb^ikiea' 
a eharitable institution consists of, I think. Sir, it is not necessary ter 
do so now. All that is necessary is to carry on a public inquiry wbich 
will show what grievances the public have against public trusts andl 
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jitthlic ia«titatioii8. If if appear# i^ai Uie public huTe C ml mi 
taiid grievatice in regaixl to manageiaeiit of public uutitutioii#, H is 
bigb tiine that auitable lagialation abould be brought forward in order 
1o deal with tbem, in order that it may be made impoeeible for the 
truiteei to miaappropriate the funds of public institutions, to uiiliie 
properties in a way wbich is not intended for the purpose for which 
ihe trust was created. I hope. Sir, that there will be no Toioe dis- 
eentient to this resolution and that a committee of this nature will be 
welcomed by this House. 

iaiNi dOOINDRA CHANDRA OHAKRAVARTI: I regret I can- 
not support the resolution which has just been moved and I will put 
my reasons very briefly before the House. I do not see what practical 
purpose can be served by the Government appointing a committee 
•consisting of non^oificial members for the purpose of inquiring into the 
•question — the very large question- as to the proper and 'improper 
management of religious or charitable trusts. The first difficulty wfiich 
strikes one with regard to the matter of this kind is to decide what is 
a public trust and what is not. My friend, Mr. Khaitan, in the course 
of a speech referred to section 92 of the Code of Civil Procedure which 
to my mind is quite sufficient for the purpose of meeting the object 
with which a resolution of this kind has been brought before the 
House. We all know that section 92 of the Code of Civil Procedure 
•gives ample powers to Civil Courts to decide all questions regarding 
the misuse of trust funds, improper management of trust property, 
and all other matters, and, at the same time empowers the court to 
appoint, if necessary, a new trustee and to remove the present trustees, 
and also to settle a scheme of management; and this can be done if 
two or more persons get the sanction of the Advocate-General and 
institute a suit with a view to attain an object of this character. Well, 
we also know — and I shall ask, if anybody have any doubts, to refer to 
the various cane laws on the point, that it is often a very difficult 
question to decide what is a public trust. There are shades of difference 
and these shades of difference can only be settled by the civil courts on 
evidence of a satisfactory character. I have no faith whatsoever — and 
I may sny that plainly — ^that any good will be done by appointing a 
<^ommittee to inquire into the matter, or that the labours of that com- 
mittee will be of any use whatsover to the public Then, again, on the 
question of principle, in matters of religious endowments, from the 
Hindu religious point of view, I oppose any suggestion that these 
matters should be placed in the hands of a committee appointed by 
the Executive Government. 

DliNi AMULYA DHONi AODYl I have much pleasure in support- 
ing the resolution which ha# heen moved by Maidvi Xannoor Almted. 
Sir, in Bengal there is a^strong feeling that scune lefielattoa should 
l»e iutrodiioed to maka proviskm far Urn control and managemeikt el 
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wliose bens^ such trusts were created and for preventiiig the misuse 
and sacurii^ the proper use of the funds therecd. Wh sad eiperi- 
once, Sir, in the case of Hindu temples. I know of a certain case in 
whi<di a gentleman paid a sum of Rs. 1,000 for feeding the beggara 
and what the Shebayets did? Not even a hundred beggars were fed. 
Is it not a case of misappropriation of property? Is it not a case of 
breach of faith on the part of the Shebayets ?‘ I do not mean to say 
that all Shebayets are dishonest, but there are blacksheep amongst 
Shebayets and that is the reason why the Government or rather the 
Council should come to the rescue of the people and safeguard the 
interests of those who made contributions towartls charitable and reli- 
gious endowments. It may be said that the existing law is sufficient, 
but I beg to submit that it is not, and that was the reason why the 
late Hon’ble Mr. Bhupendra Nath Bose introduced such a Bill in the 
Indian Legislative Assembly and that is also the reason why the Muham- 
madan Wakf Bill was enacted into law by the Indian liOgislative 
Assembly. We find, Sir, that in Madras such a law has been enacted. 
I find that the Madras Act I of 1926 was ]>assed by the Madras Legis- 
lative Council and receive<l the sanction of the Oovenior on the 7th 
April, 1924, and that of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor- 
General on the 29th DecemlK*r, 1924. I have gone through the 
provisions of this Act and I find that they are most salutary. Tnder 
these circumstances it is most desirable that a committee should be 
appointed to inquire into the present state of things and to make sugges- 
tions so that this Council may he in a position to legislate. I beg 
to take this opfiortunity of bringing to the notice of this Council one 
fact. In a certain temple the poor are not allowed to enter and offer 
their worship unless they pay a certain sum and exorbitant sums of 
money are extorted from the pilgrims and as a matter of fact in 
certain cases the right of collecting fees sold by public auction instead 
of being utilised for repairing the buildings or making any contribu- 
tion for the feeding of the [Kx>r. These are my reasons for supporting 
this resolution. 

Sir, I take this opportunity of making the suggestion that the 
mover of the resolution Mr. Khaitan should be a member of this 
committee, to represent the Marwari community. We all know the 
Marwaris are very charitable and they make sulwtantial contributions 
to these trust funds. I therefore think it desirable that a representa^ 
live of the Marwari community and especially my friend Mr. Hhaiian 
who has studied this question thoroughly should be a member of this 
committee* 

MtHlti ma. MUHUt HUQ OHAUDHUIIYf 1 do not move the 
amendment which stands in my name to this rescduiioii as 1 under* 
stand tte mover d the feeolutioti wishes to withdrew his motiou. 
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Mm AMULYA OHONB ADDVi I objeot to the with^wal. 

• . , . ■ .J 

Mr. PHittOEIIT: li ia the hosineas of the moter to say whether 
he withdrawf hie motion, and when he aaka for the leave of the Council 
to hii withdrawal, yon can object to leave being granted. 

The following amendment was not moved: — 

Mtiflvi MD. NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURY to move, by way of 
amendment, that in the motion of Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed — 

(t) lines 2 and 3, for the words ** nine members, of whom six at 
least must be non>ofBcials ** the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“ the following members, five to form a quorum ** ; and 

(n) the following be added at the end, namely: — 

(7) The Hoirble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur of Nadia; 

(2) Mr. H. C. Liddell; 

(J) Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed; 

(4) Mr, Kiran Sankar Roy; 

(d) Maulvi Basar Mahammad; 

( 6 ) Babu Almnish Chandra Ray; 

(7) Babu Manmohon Neogi; 

(<V) Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakra varti; 

{9) Maulvi Kader Baksh; and 

(10) Maulvi Md, Nurul Huq Chaudhurj'. 

Tht Sir ASD-UR-RAHIM: The resolntion before the 

Council refers to a subject of considerable importance but the Oov- 
eminent is not in a position to support it or to accept it though the 
object is a laudable one. The idea underlying the resolution is that 
the puhlio, ciiaritable and religious endowments are not at present — at 
least some of them — are not properly managed and applied to the 
purposes indicated by the endowments. I shall assume for the momenh 
that there is a cane for an inquiry but the real question that arises 
upon this resolution is whether the committee such is ik pro p oio d will 
be able to ctonduci thel inquiry with any imictical and htfaeficial 
resulta. A committee like this unless it is formed by an Act will 
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not be abl# to do much good, f he committee wiB net be able to 
sammon wiln^ees or call for documents and tiUenleeds and elicit 
inft^tion^ relating to these endowments. I do not know if the 
honble mow of this resolution is aware that a committee was 
appointed some time back to inquire into some of these endowments. 
The largest endowment that the committee had to deal with was the 
Mohsin Fund which was under the control of the Government and the 
Government was in a position to stipply the facts i^lating to that 
Trust. That committee made some suggestions regarding this endow- 
ment but as regards the general position with respect to endowed pro- 
perties they pointed out that they had no power to investigate them 
and without that power they could do very little. Unless ttMtain 
lowers are given to this committee for obtaining information it is not 
likely to be helped by the trustees of these very endowments whose 
conduct is to be inquired into. It is not to lie supj)ost»d that if these 
endowments are not properly managed the trustees will come forward 
voluntarily to help the committee to look info their affairs. I am 
sure we will not get any information whatever from them. On these 
grounds I say that an inquiry will l>e infructuous. Besides as has Iwen 
pointed out by Babu Jogindra Chandra (’hakravarti it will not by any 
means be an easy matter. On the contrary the position bristles with 
difficulties and I think that the mover would be well adviscnl to with- 
draw his resolution. I understand from him that he is very anxious 
to have information on behalf of the Muhammadan public ns regards 
the state of Muhammadan charitable trusts. A resolution was passed 
in the Council the other day and the Government is considering tliat 
question and we shall be able to pass orders soon. I think that will 
satisfy the Muhammadan members of the Council who are especially 
interested in the prop<*r management of Muhammadan endowment and 
charitable funds. I do not therefore think that the memlH»rs of the 
House will advance the cause which the hon'ble mover has in view by 
passing the resolution. 

The motion of Maulvi Zannoor Ahmed was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. FRE8IDENT; The following motions fall through on account 
of the decision come to by the Council to refer the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Bill to a Selec t (Committee 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQl This Council recx)mmends to the Gov- 
ernment that immediate steps he taken to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Tenancy Act so as to allow the tenants the right— 

(t) to transfer occupancy holdings; 

(ff) to cut down trees on holdings; 

(mf to dig wells and tanks; 
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(•v) piiM 

(v) to use poital receipts obtftined for money sent to immindaro 
by rent moneyni^er as evidence of legal tender of rent 
without any formal proof thereof ; and 
(ti) to tender the amount of rent even before it falls due.** 

Maiilvi RAdlB UODIN TARAFDAR to move, by way of ammid- 

rnent} that to clause (i) of the above motion the following be added, 
namely: — 

** subject to the payment of Rs. 2 per cent, of the sale price as 
nazarana of the santlndar.** 

Mmivi SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that steps be taken to so amend the Bengal 
Tenancy Act as to safeguard the interest of tenants in the following 
ways : — 

(a) that the tenants be allowed to excavate tanks, etc., and to 

construct mosques, temples and buildings on their raiyaii 
holdings without any permission from the landlords; 

(b) that the tenants be allowed to cut down trees on their hold- 

ings without any nazarana to land-owners; 

(r) that the tenants be allowed to purchase and sell their rights 
freely like kayemi rights ; 

(d) that the lands of a tenant who holds less than 12 bighas be 

not liable to be attached and sold in execution of a money 
decree for arrears of rent ; 

(e) that the tenants be not liable to pay an enhancement of rent, 

on account of rise in the price of crops ; 

(/) that the under-raiyaii rights be declared to have all the 
advantages of an occupancy raiyati right; 

(g) that for arrears of rent no compensation more than the interest 

provided by law be allowed ; and 

(h) that the jotes of pargana Patildaha be declared inheritable.*’ 

HiJI LAL MAHAMMEDs **Thi8 Council recommends to the Gov- 
ernment Uiat steps be taken to give the occupancy raiyat the right — 

(f) to cut down trees ; 

(tt) to construct buildings; and 
^ttt) to excavate tanks; 


on his own lands.” 
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EilMliyi. NAQ to mov^, by ^y ol amendmeiii, 
tiliftt in tb^ ltbove motion, line 2, after tbe word ** raiyat ** tbe worda 
** and midiNraiyat be inserted. 

Maatvi IIAdii UDDIN TARAPDAR: ** This Council recommenda 

to tiie Gkty^mment that the right of the occupancy raiyata to cut down 
trees in their holdings, that has been taken away from them under 
section 23 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, be immediately restored to 
them, free from any restrictions, and that the proper modifications ha 
made in the said section.** 

Maillvi EKRAMUL HUQs May I rise to a point of order. So far 
as clause (rt) of my resolution is concerned, I think it involves a new 
principle which is not noticed in the amending Bill. As such 1 am 
entitl^ to move that portion of my resolution. But if the Hon*ble 
Member in charge . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to make a speech. Will 
you please state your point of order as briefly as possible}' 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: «So far as clause (n) of my resolution ia 
concerned I beg to submit that it enunciates a new 2 >rinciple which i» 
not to be found in the Bill introduced by the Hon’ble Member. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! It is open to you either in the 
Select Committee or in the Council, when the Bill comes under con- 
sideration, to move amendments. The Bill as introduced in Council 
appears to me to cover all the points mentioned in your resolution and 
so your motion along with the others are out of order. 


mtrwIiiOtkNi of tho tyttoiii of olootion in Distriot Eowfto. 

•MNi ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that early steps be Uken to introduce (he 
system of election in all those District Boards of this province in which 
the system has not yet been introduced. 

The subject-matter of this resolution is one I diiuk of a non-coutro- 
venial character for I think there are few members of the House who 
deny the right of election to the District Boards in which elective system 
has not yet been extended. So far as I am aware there are only two 
District Boards in which this system has not yet been introduced— I mean 
Malda and Jalpaiguri. I cannot understand why this right— I think it 
is the BKwt elementary right of the people for the management of their 
own local affaire— baa still been withheld from these two District Boards. 



| 7 « 

llie titnaiioii is mther absurd for tke 

right to send rspresentatiyes to the ProTiueial Council^ to the Legislative 
Assembly aud to the Council of State but their righlt of control over the 
local affairs by their elected representatives is yet to be recogniaeA It 
passes my comprehension how Oovemmeut eap sleep pvar.^Ae matter and 
not extend the elective system to these two districts. It is hoped 
that Government will take early steps to remove this anamoly. I do 
Lope that I shall have the support of the members of this House in the 
piatter. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I am entirely in favour of the principle 
which underlies this resolution. It is of course an anamply that electors 
ehould have the right to elect a member of the Legislative Council while 
they at the same time are denied the right to elect their representatives 
to Ix>cal and District Boards. But, Sir, there are certain peculiarities 
in regard to the Districts of Jailpaiguri and Darjeeling which I should 
like to place before the House. Those districts are peculiar in Bengal in 
that they possess a very large and flourishing tea industry.. These dis- 
tricts have many crores of capital invested in them and employ about 
1250 thousand lal>ourers. I need not dilate in this Council upon the 
importance of the tea industry to the province and, induced, to India itself 
but I would draw the attention of the Hou^ to the fact that local self- 
government is of the greatest importance to the industiy'. We are, for 
instance, striving to improve the health of our lalwur and with the health 
of the labour is associated the general health of the two districts of 
Darjeeling and Jailpaiguri; roads also are of paramount importance to 
the industry. We must have good roads to export our tea. The question, 
therefore, is if the elective system is applied to these District Boards, 
will there be any special arrangement made for the representation of tea 
industry? I have myself Wen a member of the Jailpaiguri District 
Board for over 10 years and I am quite sure that the Indian leaders 
whether they he memWrs of the District Board or not will testify to the 
value of the work of the British planting raemWrs of the Jalpaiguri 
District Board. Our relation with our Indian comrades have always been 
most happy and we have strivorr together for the common good. 1 ask, 
therefore, Sir, whether it is possible for the Hon*ble Member who moves 
this reeoluiiou to append a clause something to this effect ** having 
4ue regard to the adequate representation of the tea industry. 


SHAN iYlO IMDADUL HAQ moved by way of amendment that 
in the motion of Babu Romesh Chandra Bagchi, line 3, after the word 
District ” the words ** and local ” be inserted, and delivered a speech 
in Bengali in support of it. 


The English translation of which is as follows; — 

In supporting the original reeoliitioa I move this amendment that the 
lioeil ikmrds should aladlte taken in with the District Boards. II there 
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Local mrda also, where there are act any now. When it ii propoaed to 
imawaM Ae powers of the District Boards in Bengal by legislation, 
there i*7W> reason why some of the Local Boards should be left out! 

KbM lahadlir Mtuivi MUSHARAF HOttAINi 1 have the honour 
to represent both Malda and Jalpaiguri about which this resolution is 
being moved. So I must speak a word or two so far as Jaipaiguri is 
concerned. I have nothing to say as regards Malda if the elective system 
is extended to that place. So far as Jaipaiguri is concerned the leading 
Muhammadans of that plwe are of opinion that unless the law is amended 
so as to secure the proper representation of minorities, the elective system 
bhould not be introduced there. 


BsIni KHACENDRA NATH CANCULYs In Kupportiii|i^ (he reiM)lu* 
tion, I jji'o on the iiumutuhle principle of representation by election and 
not by means of nomination. Any civilixed country that In^asts of its 
education and civilization cannot possibly do without the introduction 
of the system of election. In the words of the authors of the Monta^u- 
Chelmsford RepoH on Indian Constitutional Reforms, I say that the 
inevitable result of education is the desire for self-determination; and 
the demand that now comes from the educated classes of India is no 
more than the rij?ht and natural outcome of the work of a hundred years. 
They further say : 

There can be no quehtion of Koiiig hark on or of withholding, the education 
and enlightenment in which ue ourselves believe, and yet the more we puraiie 
our present course without at the same time providing the np|M>rtnnitieA for 
the aatisfartiori of the desires which it rrentes, the more un|>opulBr and d’tTleult 
innat our present Government lierome and the worse muAt be tho etfoct upon 
the mind of India. 

The principle of self-determination is emphatically reiterate<l in another 
sentence of the R^'jiort : 

Indians must be enabled, in so far as they attain reApotiKihility, to dotertnino^ 
for themselvea what they want done. The prore«» will begin in local atfaira 
which we Jiave long sint^e intended and promised to make over to them. 

and they laid down their first formula as follows : 

There should be aa far as possible complete popular control in local bodiee 
and the largest possible independence for them of outside control. 

Later on they say : 

Our intention is that substantial elected majoritiea should be conceded iir 
boards of both kinds (meaning municipal and mral) and that the spstein of 
nomination abould be retained only in order to secure tbe neceesary mpreienta 
tion of minorities, and the presence of a few oflieiab as expert adrietrv wlthcnt 
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Sir, these are beautiful principles and apparently bimeet intmitions* 
Why then should those principles be deviated from, and why have ihose 
clear intentions of the authors of the present Reform Scheme not been 
carried in totof Elective system is in vof^ue in every form of civilised 
governments of the world, and if after more than a century and a half 
of civilising process on the part of our rulers, there are still left many 
rural areas which are not considered fit to have the privilege of the 
elective principle, it certainly refiecis no great credit on the methods of 
administration hitherto adopted. 

Sir, may I not, therefore, appeal to the members of the House to 
allow the elementary principle of the system of election to the people of 
Malda and Jalpaiguri and such other District Boards where this system 
has not been introduced even now? 

Tha Hofi’bit Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 

Nadia* I have myself been an elected Chairman of a District Board 
and I sympothize with Babu Romes Chandra Bagehi’s desire to extend 
the elective system to all district boards of this province where it does 
exist. He is aware that in the last five years the Government of Bengal 
have taken measures for the extension of the elective system in conson- 
ance with the Government of India’s Resolution of 1918 on Wal Self- 
Government. There still, however remains two districts, viz., Malda and 
Jalpaiguri, in which the elective system for district boards is not in 
force. As this House is well awart*, the elected portion of the members 
of the district Iward is elected at meetings of the hn^al boards in each 
district, and where local boards do not exist there is under the low' as it 
stands at present no electorate for electing district boards. Now under 
section (I the TiOcal Self-Government Act a lo(‘al board can be estab- 
lished in any subdivision or in any two or more subdivisions combined, 
but that Act does not pnivide for the creation of local boards in the 
obsence of subdivisions. 

There were until 2 or J months ago no subdivisions in the Malda 
district, and only one, ru., Alipur Duors, in the Jalpaiguri district. 
The Alipur Duars Subdivisioji has a local hoard which elects 3 out of 27 
membei's of the Jalpaiguri District Board, but in the absence of other 
eubdivisions in that district, it was necessaiy^ to nominate the remaining 
members of the board. Theiw were no subdivisions in Malda and there- 
fore no local boards and consequently all the members of the district 
l)oard had to be nominated. Sadar Subdivisions have just recently been 
created in both these districts and w^ can now consider the question of 
forming local boards for these areas and so getting an elected element 
for the diitrict boards. You might say that there is another way of 
creating local boards in districts which have no subdivisions. 
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alteretioB u law and section 6 of the Self-Oovenunent Act 
lias been amnded under Schedule I of the Village Self^loyemment Act 
80 as to require a local hoard to he established in every district or part 
of a district in which the Village Self-Goremment AcT is in foicT 

The Village Self.Goveniinent Act is being extendeil cautiously 
throughout Bengal; where we find that the people are sufliciently 
advanced and are desirous of having union lioards, the Circle officer^ 
whose posts have been sanctioned by this House arc drawing up 
elaborate proposals for the division of districts into unions with a view 
to the formation of union boai-ds. The Village Self.(l,.verunient Act is 
then extended to such districts and it becomes nei'cssary under the law 
even if subdivisions did not exist, to establish Iwal Wards in such 
districts. 

Malda, however, is a somewhat backward distrii t, and so fur the 
Village Self-Government Act has not come into force into this part of 
Bengal. With the new Circle Officei-s, whose posts have heen sanctioned 
hy the liegislative Council, I hope that we shall be able to proceed mon* 
quickly in preparing the way for the introduction of this Act and the 
formation of union boards. 

Similarly in Jalpaiguri if it is found pi*acticable to establish union 
boards, we shall be in a position to create additional local lioards which 
w'ill then elect membeis to the district board. 

It will thus appear that at present there are legal difficulties in 
giving effect to the wishes of the mover of this I'esolution — although the 
cn»ation of Sailar Subdivisions for Mulda and Jalimiguri has removed 
these difficulties in respect of a piirtion of these districts. 

We have placed Mr, Hart, an experienced officer on special duty, 
during the cold weather to advise Ooveriimeiif as to the lines on which 
the Local Self-Government Act should be amended, and I can promise 
the mover of this resolution that his desire* to secun* the further exten- 
sion of the elective system for district hoards will W home in mind 
when we consider the proposals made for the general amendment and 
consolidation of the law of local self-government. 

I hope that with this assurance Babu Romes Chandra' Bagchi may he 
wiUing to withdraw his resolution. 

Bibit ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI s As regard the point raiaed 
by the Hon*ble Member in charge that Malda has got no subdivision 
and hence there are legal difficulties in extending the right of election 
to the Malda district board, I Wg to point out that the district of Bogra 
baa got no subdivision and yet it has got the elective system introduced 
in the district board. >So 1 cannot understand why distinction should 
be made betweai Malda and Bogra where no difference lies between 
them. 
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Th4» motion of Shah Syed Emdadiil Haq that in the motion of Babu 
Bomes Chandra Bagchi, line Z, after the word ** District ” the words 
and Local ’’ be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to; — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be 
taken to introduce the system of election in all those district 
and local boards of this province in which the system has not 
yet been introduced.^' 


Pollution of tho Rivor Hooghly. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that a committee consisting of the 
following members of the Council be formed to work in collaboration 
with two experts, inr., Major Rtewaii, the Director of Public Health, 
Bengal, and Sir Nilratau Sarkar, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
cause of pollution of the River Hooghly, and to recommend measures, 
legislative or otheiwise, to prevent pollution in future : — 

Babu Sureudra Nath Ray; 

Dr. Prumathanath Banerjea; 

Babu Khagendra Noth Ganguly; 

Babu Boroda Prosad Dey ; 

Maulvi Wahed Hossain; 

Rai Harendmnath Chaudhuri; 

Mr. A. C. Banerjee ; and 

Mover. 


The (luestion that I have the honour to bring befoi-e the House could 
be discussed, l(H)ked at from tw'o points of view. As a matter of fact, 
tho records show that in the previous meetings of the Council, before 
the Reforms Act, in the years 1918 and 1919, two resolutions were 
brought before this House by the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur, in one of which he took up the question from the sani* 
tary standpoint and in the other from the religious. It is obvious that 
both these standpoints have to be considered in a question of this 
character but for the present moment 1 shall confine myself to the 
sanitary aspect of the matter. It is a painful experience for a person 
who hoa got to go about the different parts of Calcutta to see the effect 
that is being pi^uoed on tbe people*of a place which was at one time 
the metropolis of India — ^1 mean the town of Calcutta — suffering from 
year to year and more and more from the effects of drinking — ^what I 
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might po|^d water of the River Hooghly. And I shaU biinK 
forth evidenct ^ show that what I have said is correct. The histoiy of 
the inqui^ il^ the cause and effect of the pollution of the River 
Hooghly date* back to the year 1904 when a Special Committee was 
appointed, parhcnlarly as the growth of an increasing uumW of jute 
mills on either side of the Hooghly — I am reading from the resume of 
that report^led to an increasing number of septic tank installations 
and an increasing number of latrines being erected practically ever>' 
month, and it was alleged that the effluent from these tanks led to the 
pollution of the river. The (H)mmittee reported in Dei'emlier of the 
same year. The question of land treatment of the sewage and land 
hltration treatment of the effluents was not considered feasible by this 
committee and an expert was re<iuisitioned for by the Bengal Govern- 
ment from England and Dr. Fowler was sent by the Royal Oommission 
on ^wa^ge Disposal. This Dr, Fowler and Captain Clemesha, the then 
Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal, as his associate in this inquiry, and 
I shall quote a few sentences from this report which I have l)efore me 
now to show the opinion that Dr. Fowler and Captain Clemesha held in 
the matter. Captain Clemesha said — he took up the bacteriological part 
of the question : “ I consider that there is no doubt whatever that thero 

is a zone of pollution down the banks of the H<K>ghly, varying from iM) 
to 100 yards wide and varying in intensity according to the amount of 
the sewage put into the river and the dilution it has undergone.” 

He goes on to say ” now it has l>een maintained by some people thot 
the volume of water in the Hooghly is so huge that the small quantity 
of sewage that is put in by the towns on its banks cannot be recognized 
nor does it imllute the river sufficiently to impair health. We have a 
sample of water taken in a strong current a good way from the bank, a 
long way from any single mill outfall, with evcy-y condition favourable 
for rapid dilution and yet considerable contamination can be demon- 
strated. ” The intake of Calcutta water at Pulta is several mile* from the 
nearest mill and a coutamiiiation in the immediate neighlwurhood does 
not occur yet the Pulta water was found to be greatly contaminated. 

” Now of all the pollutions, ” says Captain Clemesha, ” that rivers 
are subject to, by far the most serious is the addition of sewage, specially 
in a country' like India where unfiltered river water taken very near the 
edge, is the drinking water of thousands.** I may incidentally 
mention, what is probably in the knowledge of most of the Indian 
members here, that there are yet a large number of devout Hindus who 
will not drink any wrater except that taken from the river itself. They 
will not use the ordinaiy tap water. There can be no manner of 
doubt, ** says Captain Clemesha, ” that the admission of comparatively 
^aU quantities of septic tani effluent will increase the number of 
pathogenic germs present and as such wiU be a menace to health. 
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Septic tank effluents of the very best quality in this country will give 
positive reaction for coli in a dilution of 1 in 10,000 and for tporogmet 
1 in 1,000. Captain Clemesha continues : It is not to be supposed 
that the whcde of the fsBcal pollution along the banks of the river is due 
to the mills as the people living along the banks themselves are to blame 
to a considerable extent, but it must be remembered that 15,000 gallons 
of septic tank effluent (from one mill) contains the feecal contamination of 
4,000 people, working in the mill. ” 

This leport inquired into and made suggestions for the use of special 
forms of filter contact beds with the details of which I need not trouble 
the House, because they are of too technical a nature. Suggestions have 
been made regarding the use of the effluent for boilers or as flush water 
for latrines thereby minimising the amount of dicharge finally into the 
river. The question of discharging the effluent into midstream is also 
Inquired into and discussed. 

This admirable i*epoi’t also discussed various other methods of disposal 
of the effluent, for instance, by intermittent filtration over land or by 
broad irrigation which has been carried out in other countries. Sugges- 
tions were also made for the establishment of a lal)oratory to 
test samples from latrines tanks and give advic^e. This was 
in 1906. The question is what has been done fit>m that day 
till to-day and what is the result? In accordance to the 
Fowler Report, a Public Health liaVmratory was established and a highly 
paid officer was kept in charge, an Inspector of Nuisance, or whatever 
name be given to him, was also appointed to look into these septic tank 
latrines; additions were made to the Factory Rules. From the wording 
of these rules it is clean that the effluent from septic tank latrine instal- 
lations shall not be discharged into any river unless it is free from fsecal 
contamination and unless it has been sterilised by the addition of 5 grains 
of ohlorimated lime to one gallon of effluent. So far as we can gather 
from the evidence of outside witnesses as well as the evidence of the 
Director of Public Health himself, the septic tank effluents as discharged 
into Hooghly to-day, are very badly contaminated. In the year 1922-23 
the Calcutta Corporation had its own analyst sent over to examine 
the effluent from the different septic tank latrines as well as to examine 
bacteriologically and chemically the river water both from the bank of 
the river as well as from the midstream. During the examination the 
water from the midsteam was found to be more contaminated by the 
Corporation Analyst than was found to be the case by Dr. Fowler in 1906, 
but it was purer than the water from fhe bathing ghats or from the 
various khals into which the effluent was allowed to flow. In this 
connection it would be Interesting to note that this gentleman further 
tested the water from the Khurda khal, Tittagarh kbal and also from 
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Ich*pw Idud, and found that the water of the Ehvrda and Tittajtarh 
khala into which the effluent from the septic tank latrines was allowed 
to rM wai highly contaminated but the water of the lohapur khal which 
receiree no effluent from any tank was decidedly superior. The report 
of the Analyst of the Corporation in the year 1923 was worse than the 
report of August, W22. I have got both the reports in my hand now. 
Another examination was made by him in the middle of 1923 which 
gave similar results. 

The committee I propose will take step to get an outside analyst to 
examine the septic tank effluents in addition to the examinations now 
being held by the Public Health Department. My reason for suggesting 
this is that in the year 192^ when, as I have said, the Corporation 
Analyst examined the septic tank effluents he found that per cent, of the 
effluents contained fa»cal contamination to the extent of 1 million bacilli 
per C.C. whereas the Public Health report says that the total number 
of effluents found contaminated amounted to 10 per cent, of the total 
number examined. Therefore, there is a certain amount of variation in 
the statement made by the two departments. In this connection, }>ir, I 
may be permitted to bring liefore the House what other countries have 
done when faced with a similar situation. In Tillman’s liook on Water 
Purification and Sewage Disposal I find that 

The vast increase of large towns and the unexpected progreaa of industry 
led to the most serious nuisance in the disposal of sewage into rivers. Many 
large towns are dependent on river aater. The filter cannot remove dissolved 
filth nor can it steriliae water. 


Even if the water is not used for drinking purposes infection may occur 
from washing utensils and bathing in water so contaminated such as 
was the case when an epidemic of cholera broke out being caused by such 
practices being followed in Constantinople. When this matter was 
brought to the notice of the Health authorities in the year 1842, the I^aw 
Commissioners in England reported that an outfall should be construct* 
ed to remove the sewage of cities where it could l)e disposed of without 
polluting the streams. This recommendation fell on deaf ears as prolmbly 
it might fall on deaf ears here to*day. The sewers which were built long 
ago discharged into the river; so the Public Health Act was passed in 
1848 but it had little effec^t. The Nuisance Removal Act of 1858 was 
then passed at the close of a severe epidemic that was raging at that 
time. A Commission appointed in 1865 gave certain indications in their 
report as to how the latrines ought to be constructed and so on and 
although powers were given to a central body to compel the local author* 
ities to construct and maintain sewers nothing happened till 1872 when 
an Act was passed which facilitated the combination of local authorities 
for joint sewerage works and divided the country into urban and rural 
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sanitary districts. Finally in 1875 all these Acts were replaced 1^ the 
Public Health Act which is the present general law for sewage disposal 
in England and Wales. This Act of 1875 was reinforced by the BiTer 
Pollution Prevention Act of 1876 and 1893 making it an offence for any 
j)er8on to discharge or permit to be discharged into any stream any aolid 
«or liquid sewage matter. The Local Government Act of 1888 specially 
nutborised the County Councils to enforce the River Pollntion Prevention 
Act of 1876 and the extremely offensive conditions in certain river basins 
were met by Acts forming local boards to deal summarily with these 
problems. 

Therefore, the proposal that I am putting forward before the Council 
to-day is not merely to inquire as to whether there is pollution of the 
river Hooghly but also to find out the extent of this pollution, to find 
out who are resijonsible for this ijollutiou, to find out whether 
the new rules under the Factories Act are being enforced and carried out 
as they should be. It is also to find out whether the other suggestions 
of the Fowler Committee have been carried out and if not who are 
responsible for it. It is not only on the destructive side, if I may put 
it that way, of the inquiry that I am putting stress on, but I am asking 
the Council to give support to this proposal because the committee will 
have to suggest, in case it is found with reference to any particular 
septic tank installation that the discharge from it into the river cannot 
be avoided, whether the effluent from the latrines could be made to run 
into the river in such a way as not to contaminate the water-supply or 
whether there is any other method in which the effluent can l>e disposed 
of; for instance, whether the effluent after proper treatment cannot be 
diverted into tanks to flush out the latrines so that it should not get into 
the river at all. But I would go further and it is a broader question — 
whether the effluent could, in the ease of certain installations be taken 
ttway from the river towards the land side and be treated by either 
filtration or irrigation method. Further, there has l)een a question 
raised, not only in the Calcutta Corporation but also among the public 
as to the danger which the people are running to-day with regard to 
the silting up of the Bidhyadhari. I have seen the records of the doings 
of that river 40 or 50 years ago which said that the river bed extended up 
to Kanchrapaia and the difference in the height between the ebb and flow 
tides at Kanchrapara used to be 8 feet showing that at that time it was 
a live river, 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President left the Chamber and Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu took the Chair.] 

It used to drain the water of the Balt I^ake area and of low lands 
round about h. The question is whether there is any poesibility of 
diverting the effluent of these septic tanks latrines and also the munU 
oipal drains into a canal, or drains artificially crated, so that all the 
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rater mmy Into the Bidyadhari and keep it alive. Tkat i« tke 
uestion whick test be decided by the committee. It m a well-known 
Mjt—I will nol^tefer to the fact as one of cause and effect— that owing to 
be silting up of the Bidyadhari, the places which I have the honour 
) represent in this Council like Halisahar and other municipalities in 
lat area, which were more or less very healthy 50 years ago, are now 
ractically depop^ated on account of the malarial infection in these 
reas. The question is whether along with suggestions for the removal 
f pollution from the river any constructive suggestion can be made 
) develop these areas, as well as to find an outlet for the effluent of 
lese latrines. Although for my present purposes I have I'eferred to the 
ptic tank installations only but one cannot forget the fact that in the 
jar future, Caleutta is going to lie developed and very likely will 
jvelop more towards the north than towards the south. When that 
ivelopment takes place these municipalities will have a huge problem 
jfore them in order to find an outlet for the disposing of their sewage. 

9 a matter of fact two of the municipalities — Titagarh and Naihati— 
■e at the present moment discussing the matter of the disposal of that 
wage. Therefore, this question has to W taken from the particular 
andpoint as to how to meet the necessity which ivS before us, as soon 
these municipalities develop, as they are bound to. Finally, it may 
' within the province of this committee to say whether it is necessary 
introduce in Bengal a River Pollution Act similar to that prevailing 
England and America, which woubi pn>bably create local iMxlies or 
cal boards which would .see that the effluents which run into the river 
« kept as sterile as possible. With these words, Sir, I beg to put ray 
Dtion before the House for its acceptance. Before finishing, however, 
would like to mention with regard to the personnel of the committee, 
impose Babu Siueiulra Xsth Ray, as he is a chairman of the suburban 
anicipality on the river, Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly cornea from 
awrah, representing the areas on the other side of the river, so does 
ibu Boroda Prosud Dey. Manlvi Wahed Hossain is my Moslem 
Ileague in the Council representing municipalities north of Calcutta. 

« Harendranath Chaudhuri has unique opportunities of learning the 
ndition of the river because he lives on the riverside. Mr. Benerjee 
s dealt with this question both in the Calcutta Corporation and in 
ler place*, and I therefore suggest his name. Dr. Pramathanath 
nerjea represents a Calcutta constituency but he has definite ideas 
the subject and I have therefore put down bis name. 

Mr* C. ManCANt I beg to move, by way of aiuendment, that in 
e motion of Br. Bidhan Chandra Roy, after the name Mr. A. C* 
Jterjet, the name Mr. R. N. Band be inserted. 

He wiR represent the Commercial Community on the committee* 



imoimiom. 


{9th 




Mifiivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURYl I beg to move, by 
way of amendment, that in the motion of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Bc^ the 
following names be inserted after the name Mr. A. C. Banerjee, 
namely — 

Maulvi Abdnr Baschid Khan. 

Maulvi Basar Mohammad. 

Maulvi Najmuddin Ahmed. 

The reason for the ineluaion of these names is that the first named 
gentleman is the Deputy Executive Officer of the Calcutta Corporation, 
and he was at one time the Vice-Chairman of the Noakhali Municipa- 
lity, and Noakhali is bordered by rivers. Maulvi Najmuddin Ahmed 
is a representative of Hooghly and Howrah Rural ^Areas, and these 
areas are much concerned with this resolution. Maulvi Basar 
Mahammad comes from a district where he is the member of the muni- 
cipality, and it may be of interest to the member of a mufassal muni- 
cipality to have a voice in a matter like this, so that he may have some 
ideas of improving his own municipality. 

SHAH 8YE0 EMDAOUL HAQ moved by way of amendment, that 
in the motion of Dr. Bidhuu Chandra Roy, last two lines, for the words 
“ and Mover the following be substituted, namely — 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar; 

Maulvi Ekramul Huq; and the Mover. 

He spoke in Bengali. The mover said that he had obtained the 
consent of the gentlemen whose names he had pro|x>sed, but that he 
wjia not very keen on having his name inserted. 

Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: After the most informed speech 
of the mover of this resolution, if I stand to take up the time of this 
Council, it is because I happen to represent the municipalities in the 
Hooghly District, which are almost all, except one, interested in this 
motion. It is not unknown to the ineml>er8 of this Council that there 
are a very large number of mills situated on both sides of the River 
Hooghly, and it is also known that the feeling in regard to this matter 
of the pollution of the river in the aforesaid areas is indeed very keen, 
I may say, almost indignant. Well, it is wholly, or perhaps mainly 
that the effluents from the septic tanks that are responsible for this ccm- 
dition of the River Hooghly. There are also other discharges from 
these mills which also afiect the condition of the river water. It must 
be said that we, representing the public, are not at all inimically dis- 
posed towards tbese mills. They are really ornaments to our respective 
municipalities, they have done a great deal to bring food to many 
mouths. So it is not 'Exactly in a spirit of enmity that we feel interest- 
ed in this questioii ; but it is undeniable that the condition of the river 
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iraier is tli&t p^ple cannot really use it for drinking or culinaiy 
purposes. Ifiiie question of sanitation is very closely connected with thi»> 
question. Il^ere is also the question of religious feeling involved in it ; 
and I would not be true to m 3 r 8 elf if I do not bring to the notice of the 
Council that there are orthodox Hindus, call them orthodox if you like, 
who really feel very much indignant that their sacred river is being 
polluted in this fashion by the effluents of these septic tanks and other 
discharges. So I have very great pleasure in supporting this resolu- 
tion and hope that it will be accepted by the Council. 

Maulwi WAHED H0S8AIN: I rise to suppiut the resolution so ably 
moved by Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. I shall give you, Sir, two pointa 
for consideration. It is not a question of sentiment upon which I 
support the resolution, but it is a question of the utmost importance,, 
having regard to the consideration of health. The purity of drinking 
water is of the utmost importance to everyone who desires to live a 
healthy life. Consequently, the purity of the River Hooghly which 
supplies drinking water to millions of human l)eings residing on l)oth 
sides of the river is equally important. For a long time frequent com- 
plaints have been heard regarding the pollution of the River Hooghly 
by the discharge of effluents from the septic tanks. I ne«*d md dilate 
upon this subject, hut one fact is clear that within a very short space 
of time new mills have Iw^en established and the number of septic tanks 
has increased and the disehaige of the effluents from such s<»ptic tanks 
has been greater. (Consequently one must be too Inild to wiy that the 
discharged effluents do not pollute the river water. This subject was 
brought forward in the old Council in 1922 by Rai Mohendra Chandra^ 
Mitra Bahadur, and what he said : he referred to the report of 
Dr. Fowler. There is one sentence that is very important. The Dm tor 
pointed out that the septic tank effluent must be regarded as extremely 
dangerous even in a small (luantity. The effluent unsterilieed contains 
millions of bascilli in cverj- fluid ounce of waU^r. Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea, the then Minsiter in charge of liocal 8elf4>overnmeiit, 
practically conceded this p(»int. He gave the House to understand' 
that Dr. Bentley was preparing a report on the subject which was then 
in the Press, and that upon the basis of that report, Oovenunent 
desired to undertake a comprehensive programme. We do not know 
what became of that report (Hear, hear), and what are the recommenda- 
tions of Dr. Bentley for avoiding the pollution of water. However, 
Sir, the Rai Bahadur’s resolution demanded a monthly bacteriological 
examination of all septic tank effluents; Dovemment met him half- 
way and assured him that there would be bacteriological examinationa 
litmi time to time. I am not aware bow many examinations were held 
during the last three years, and whether the resnlts of such examina- 
tions have been published for public information. The present resolu- 
tion, which has been brought forward by Dr. Boy, is quite difereni: 
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inmt ihe former reealuiion ; it simply recommends to Government the 
nppoiiitm^t of a committee to inquire into the matter with the help 
of experts* Sometime ago there was a talk even in the old Council of 
a Kiver Pollution Act^ but it ended in smoke. The present resolution 
sseems to be very modest and reasonable. Expediency as well as con- 
siderations of health plead for its adoption. I therefore support the 
resolution on the grounds I have already stated. 

. iaiNi SURENURA NATH RAY: We have heard the lucid speech 
of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. He has explained some of the causes of 
the pollution of the River Hooghly and he has asked the Government 
to recommend measures — legislative or otherwise— to prevent the pollu- 
tion in future. This question of the pollution of the River Hooghly 
has been engaging the attention of the public as well as of Government 
;since 1904 in which year a committee was appointed to inquire into the 
matter. A well-known zamindar, Raja Peary Mohan Mukherji, on 
behalf of the public sent in a note to that committee and that note was 
very disagreeable to Government. In 1920 Rai Mohendra Chandra 
Hitter Bahadur moved in the old Council for taking steps to ascertain 
the cause of the pollution of the river but he was practically brow- 
beaten by the then Meml>er in charge. But the Rai Bahadur persisted 
and a gentleman from the Punjab by the name of Dr. Bantra was 
brought here to inquire into this question as if there was no body here 
not even in the Indian Medical Service to inquire into the matter. 
About three years ago we asked the Minister in charge of Local SeU- 
‘Govemment, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, as to whether any report 
had been received from Dr. Bantra and in reply we were told that the 
report was in the hands of Dr. BenHey. Whenever afterwards we 
asked any question al)out the report we were told that the report would 
be submitted in due time. Sir, in the 53rd Annual Report of the 
Department of Public Health we find that the report was then under 
preparation. I personally asked Dr. Bentley ns to when he was going 
to submit his report and he said that he was going to England on 
leave and that he was taking the report with him and would ask the 
'Opinions of experts there and would then submit bis report. Dr, 
Bentley has taken long leave and so it is not going to be submitted 
for a very long time yet. Dr. Bantra's report was never submitted 
before the public. There was a Sanitary Board in the pre-Refunn 
•days aud in that board were Sir Nilratan Sirt'ar, myself and Mr. 
Ashworth who was the Chairman of the Naihati Municipality and the 
Manager of the Gouripur Oil Mill. As member of that Board we went 
and examined the septic tanks at Naihati. I do not remember exactly 
i^hether Sir Nilratan Sirkar submitted his report or not but we were 
all satisfied tliat it was absolutely necessary that steps should be taken 
to prevent pollution of t||e River Hooghly. The Calcutta Corporation 
lias placed an officer to look after the water of the Falta Water Works 
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ghoald be that the people of Calcntta should not drinh it. We awr 
very thank^ to Dr. Roy for brioj^iug forward this motion. It ia a wy 
timely motion and a very necessary one and I heartily support it. 

Mr. R. f|« BAND; I have listened with interest to Dr. Roy’s spee< h 
recommending that a committee be formed for the purpose of ast'er- 
lining the cause of pollution of the River Hooghly. Dr. Roy’s speech 
in support of his motion cover a great deal of g^und. But I should 
like to reply only to that part of his speet'h which refers to septic tanks. 
He says that the matter has been under discussion since 19(M. Within 
that time the number of mills have been trebled and it would not have 
been possible to develop the mill industry if the septic tanks had not 
been introduced in the mills and without these tanks the health of the 
people would not have been safe to-day. I may say the effluents of the 
tanks are treated in a proper manner. Further, I would like to say that 
for the past two years the drinking water on the mills has been analysed 
by Major Stewart and in all cases it was certified to be of the hijghest 
standard of purity. Sir, Dr. Roy in his speech mentioned the inuiii- 
cipalities of Titagar and Kankinura in connection with the question of 
the dispfisal of sewerage. I would like to mention here that some years 
ago when the jute mills were in u more pros|)€*rous <'ondition than they 
are now they contributiMl considerable sums of money for the improve* 
ment of muuicipalitie.s. At Titagar and Khnrda this money has l)een 
applied towards a sewerage scheme. The Titagar Sewerage S<’heine will 
cost over Rs. 12 lakhs of which the mills have contributed Rs. (i,0(),000. 
The work has been going on for the past two years and in another year 
the whole of the sewerage in the Titagar area will be completed. In the 
case of Kankinara then? is a very large scheme in progress which will 
cost Rs. 25 to Rs. d5 lakhs. In mentioning this I want to show that the 
jute mill industry is fully alive to the question of the pollution of the 
river and they welcome any imiuiry and any conunittee. But I would 
HUgIfest that we should wait until Dr. Bentley returns. We know that 
for two years he has collected a large mass of data in connection writh 
this question and if a committee is appointed in the meantime it will be 
helpless without that data. 

[At this stage the Hon'ble the President returned to the Chair.] 

TIM Honlile MMur^a KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY DMwIiir M 
NaiBa: This is no new Resolution ; Dr. Roy had given notice of it on 
more than one occasion and I congratulate him on the fact that he is at 
last able to secure its discussion by this Council, and for the very inter- 
esting informations be has placed before us. I may state at the outset 
that I have every sympathy writh the intentiops of the hon’ble member 
but I doubt whether his proposal will really achieve the object he has 
in view. It is very certain that there is considerable pollution of the 
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Hoogly Governtnenij as at present adviged, are disposed to think 
that to control all forms of pollution is very desirable, li is 

^commonly assumed that pollution is chiedy caused by the septic tank 
•effluents but our information is that these effluents are only a small frao- 
tion of the sources of pollution. There are said to be about 1,400 muni- 
•cipal and other drains opening into the river and 88 refuse dumps on 
the banks, while many miles of the river frontage between Howrah and 
Hooghly Bridges are resorted to by the riparian population for the 
purposes of nature. I understand that in many localities, the foreshore 
between high and low water and just above is in an indescribably filthy 
condition. A River Pollution Prevention Bill is probably very 
essential there has been suggestions from more than one speakers to this 
effect this evening and I may state that Government are disposed to 
introduce legislation of this kind. The position, however, is that for 
^metime past Dr. Bentley has been shifting and compiling the large 
mass of materials which was collected by a Survey Staff employed for 
the purpose of investigating the extent and character of the pollution of 
the river. The materials on the subject had been collected with great 
•care but they have all been taken by Dr. Bentley to England with the 
object of writing a report during his leave. Dr. Bentley’s report along 
with the information and materials collected by his depaHment are 
essential towards the investigation which the proposed committee would 
make. We are sending a reminder to Dr, Bentley for the report again. 
Government would have no ol)jection to appointing such a committee 
when all the materials which they will require are available. But it 
would be a waste of time and labour for them to collect afresh the 
information which is now in Dr. Bentley’s possession. This Council is 
aware that the duties of the Director of Pul)lic Health are very heavy 
and Dr, Bentley was unable to find the leisure which a report on such 
a subject requires before be w’ent on leave. But as T said we are taking 
ateps to get the mass of papers fiom Dr. Bentley. I hope that Dr. Roy 
will agree to withdraw his Resolution for the present. If, when 
Dr. Bentley’s repoH is available to the public, the members of this 
•Council still desire to appoint a committee to advise upon its recom- 
mendations, I promise them that Government will have no objection to 
auch a committee being formed. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS After a good deal of trouble 1 
bave been able to have my proposal brought before the Council for dis- 
cussion and if I withdraw it now I do not know whether I shall be able 
to have another resolution come before the Council in the near future. 
The question is whether we can afford to wait till Dr. Bentley’s return. 
Of course he has got ceiiain facts and figures but I say his figures are 
old and he is not here — ^let iis have our own figures. In spite of what 
Mr. Band says, the drinking water of the jute mills has not been found 
io be sterile. 1 have the report of the Director of Public Health with 
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Qe. In 1928 tl)||iainples taken from the septic tank show contamination 
n at kart 79 ^liroeiit. in 1924 66 per cent, and in 1926 it is 60 per cent. 
^iTy we have trtil asked to wait till Dr. Bentley's return but I ask, can 
ve afford to wait for a single day after this disclosure. If I were in the 
position of the Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia 1 would not have 
vaited for a single day. Does he not know what his own community is 
suffering from it in regard to this matttr. I for myself do not find my 
way to withdraw this motion. 

The amendment that in the motion of Dr. Bidhau Chandra Iloy 
rtter the name Mr. A. C. Banerjee the name Mr. R. N. Band be 
inserted was then put and agreed to. 

The amendment that in the motion of Dr. Bidhau Chandra Roy 
after the name Mr. A. C. Bauerjei* the following names W inserted, 
namely— Maulvi Abdur Rasohid Khan, Maulvi Basai Mahammad, 
Maulvi Najmuddin Ahmed, was then put and agreed to. 

The amendment that in the motion of Dr. Bidhau Chandra Roy 
after the name Mr. A. C. Banerjee the names Babu Hemanta Kumar 
Sarkar, Maulvi Ekramul Huq be inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy was then put in the following 
amended form and agreed to : — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of the following members of the Council be formed to work 
in collaboration with two experts, viz.. Major Stewart, the Director of 
Public Health, Bengal, and Sir Nilratan Sarkar, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the cause of pollution of the River Hooghly, and to re<'om- 
mend measures, legislative or otherwise, to prevent pollution in future - 

Babu Surendra Nath Ray; 

Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea; 

Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly; 

Babu Boroda Prosud Dey; 

Maulvi Wahed Ilos-sain; 

Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri ; 

Mr. A. C. Banerjee ; 

Mr. R. N. Band; 

Maulvi Abdur Rasebid Khun ; 

Maulvi Basar Mahammad ; 

Maulvi Najmuddin Ahmed; and 

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Boy. 


MIoiinimiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 10th 
December, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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the pmritidfii of tho Covimiiiiiit of iMia Ait 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Caleutta, 
on Thursday, the 10th December, 1925, at 3 p.m. 


The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Member] 
of the Executive Council and 125 nominated and elected members. 


•tarreil Qimtiont 

(to wtiidi oral ananrors were giaon). 

Sub-Doputy Magistratoa. 

aXXIX. Mauivi ZANNOOR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’bh 
Member in char^fe of the Appointment Department be pleased to stab 
whether at least up to 1916 it was the intention of the Government t< 
vest only those Sub-Deputy Magistrates with first class power who fron 
their standing and abilities were likely to be promoted within 2 or t 
years to the rank of Deputy Magistrate? 

(b) Is it a fact that instructions were ac cordingly issued to all Divi 
sional Commissioners in 1911? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Ilon’ble Sir John Kerr admitted in the Beuga 
Council in 1919, that Sub- Deputy Collectors, who had exercised seconc 
class powers for some time and had shown themselves ** thoroughly fi 
for higher powers, were vested with first class magisterial powers?’* 

(d) Has the attention of the Hon'ble Member been drawn to— 

(f) speech of Sir John Kerr in Bengal Council in 1919; 

(ii) Bengal Government’s resolution No. 1646 A.D. of 2l8t June 
1920; and 

(lit) replies given by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler to a quastioi 
put by Lieutenant Bejoy Prosad Singh, m.l.c., in th 
Bengal Council in January 1922? 

(e) Is it a fact that selection grade was not filled up in accordanc 
with principles laid down in the al^ve resolution? 

{/) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that disappointment and disoon 
t«nt are now prevalent in the Subordinate Civil Service for not aoceptin; 
the Donald Committee’s recommendations by the Oovemment? 
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iff) ike Mmuber be pleated to etate arbetliiir be 

noei^ #i^>ittatiiHi of eoine uamben of the Subordiiiate Oifil Service 
in or ab^ September laetf 

<^) If ^e aoswer to (g) is in tbe afinnative, will the Hon'bie 
Member be pleased to state — 

(t) the points urged by tbe deputation ; and 

(ii) the decision of the Government on all or any of those points? 

(t) Is it a fact that a circular has been recently issued to the effect 
that henceforward Suh-Deputv Magistrates will not be vested with 
first class magisterial jKiwers ? 

O) If the ansaer to (/) is in the affirmative^ will the Hon*ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(k) Is it a fact that before the Donald Committee it was expressetl 
on behalf of the Government of Bengal — 

(0 that the Sub-Deputy Magistrates would be freely given first 
class magisterial ]K)werH; and 

(ii) that they would be placed in charge of some subdivisions? 

(/) If the answer to {k) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member he pleased to state why the indiey has been suddenly abandoned? 

(in) Is it a fact tlmt ii was pointed out by the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee that to abandon such a policy would 1 h» wasteful of man-power? 

MtMBER in of the APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hle Sir Hugh Stephenton): (a) This was their ])olicy. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) What Sir John Kerr said was that owing to shortage of officers 
during the war Government had relaxed the previous restrictions, and 
had vested with first class powers a limited numl)er of Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates with good judicial qualifications, apart from the question 
of their prospects of promotion to the Provincial Service. 

(d) , (i), (ii) and {Hi) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(/) I am aware that the decision of Goverumeiit involved disappoird- 
ment for members of the service and 1 should like it) add that this 
decision does not imply any want of appret-iation on the part of (iovern- 
ment of the eflicient and loyal assistance rendered by the service. 

(g) and (/*) I received a deputation on the 24tb August, H)25. It 
is not possible in an answer to a question to go over tbe whole ground 
covered by a discussion with a deputation. Tbe members of the deputa- 
iicm made represeutations in respect of their duties, their pay, the 
proportion of promotions to the Provincial Service and the designation 
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of their service. Government do not propose to alter the pay or the 
proportion of promotions, or to make any substantial alteration in 
the sphere of their duties. Government have agreed to change the 
designation of the service to “Bengal Junior Civil Service. “ 

(/) Yes. 

(;) Because the decision to maintain two separate services involves 
a demarcation between the spheres of duties. 

(k) No. These proposals were considered, but were not accepted by 
Government. 

(l) The <iucstion does not arise. 

(rn) The member is referred to section (g) of Chapter VIII of the 
Committee's Report. 

Miniitoritl staff of tho Presidonoy CoHega. 

•LXXX. Mautvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: (a) Will 

the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many ministerial officers are in the Presidency College; 
and 

(it) how many of them are MussalmansP 

(h) Are there any vacancies at the present moment f 

(r) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing Mussalmans to such post or posts? 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hofi’MeSir Ahd-ur.Rahim); (n) («) 14. 

(ii) 3. 

(b) The post of the Steward fell vacant on 1st December, 1925, and is 
at present filled on an acting arrangement. 

(c) The appointment is at present being considered -by the Govern- 
ing Body. The principles regarding the employment of Moslems in 
ministerial appointments acx^epted by Government require that a Moslem 
should be appointed either in this vacancy or in the chain of vacancies 
created by the apimintment. 


MogistrMo of Faridpur. 

^LXXXI, Or. KUMUD BANKAR RAYl (a) Is the Hon*blo 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the present 
MkAgistrate of Faridpur has been holding his Court in his house P 
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(h) 2l IPD, has his aetlon mei with the approval of the GovennueUt? 

(c) If ^e answer to (h) is in the negative, are the Qovernine&t 
considering the desirability of directing the Magistrate not to hold 
his Court in his house? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in (he oftirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of pitividiug sitting room acH^mroodaiion 
for the litigant public and their respective lawyers? 

MEIIBeR in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Mn 
fir AlMLur- Rahim) : (^i) The i^rcsent Magistrate of Faridpur has never 
held Court in his house, 

(6) The question does not arise. 

(c) No. 

(d) The (jiiestion does not arise. 


Eraifioition of water*hyaointh. 

aXXXII. Bibu NALINIRANJAN BARKERS (n) Will the 
Hoii’ble Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries be pleased to state whether the Goveniment have given any trial 
to Mr. Griffiths’ spray for the des4ru<*tion of w'uter-hyacinth since the 
puH'hase of his formula by the Government at a cost of Its. 40,000? 

ih) If so, in whif'h part or parts of the province has it Wu tried 
and with what result? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. E. A. Moore, Assistant Engineer, Irriga- 
tion Department, and Mr. Kulipiulu Maitra, have been placetl in special 
charge of the duties in connection with the eradication of water-hyacinth 
in the rivers and khals of Bengal? 

If so, what are the qualifications and previous experience of 
these oflBcers for such work? 

(e) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether the said Messrs. Moore and Maitra have 
been instructed to use Mr. Griffiths’ spray for this purpose? 

(/) If not, what other process are they to adopt? 

ig) What parts of the province will for the present come within 
the operations directed by the said two officers and what is the exact 
plan on which they propose to proceed? 

(k) If these officers have been placed in charge of only some parti- 
cular part of the province, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether it is in contemplation to appoint other officers for the 
lemaining parte? 

BDa 
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(t) If these officers ha^e been appointed to look after the entire 
province, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment hare made an estimate of the time they will take to complete 
their woih as also of the approximate cost that will be entailed? 

ij) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying on 
the table a copy of the instructions issued to these officers and especially 
to Mr. Kalipada MaitraP 

(k) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that Mr. Addams- Williams, 
Ghief Engineer, Irrigation Department, has designed a special lifter 
for dealing with water-hyacinth P 

(l) If HO, what is the cost of such lifter, including cost of all 
machinery comprised in or connected therewith P 

(w) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether such 
lifter has actually been constructed by, or at the instance of, the Gov- 
ernment or by Mr. Addams-WilliamsP 

(n) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
experiment has been carried out with such lifter P 

(o) If the answer to (n) is» in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when, where, with what result and by whom 
was the experiment carried out? 


Mf MBER in oli«rg» of the DEPARTM€NT of ACRIGULTURE omi 
INDUtTRIEt (the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stophonoon): (a) to (;) The use of 

the Griffiths’ formula feu* 3 years wa.s lH)ught for the sum of Hs. 22,600. 
A series of experiments have been made with it on a small scale in 
different jMirts of the province, as a result of which Government are 
not yet satisfied that the spray is an effective means of finally eradica- 
ting water-hyacinth from a given area. The experience gained seems 
to show that man-handling is an essential part of any campaign against 
water-hyacinth on a large scale, and attention is now being directed to 
the collection of the data nei?essary for drawing up a scheme on these 
lines. The Irrigation Department have deputed Mr. £. A. Moore, 
Assistant Engineer, for this purpose, with special reference to the 
clearance of water channels, and Mr. Kalipada Maitra of the Bengal 
Civil Service, who has had conaiderable experience in the affected 
parts, has l>een placed on sjiecial duty to colle<^t information 
and opinions as to the area and source of infection, the difficulties of 
dealing with it and the various conditions necessary to get concerted 
action against the peat. After these preliminaries have been comple- 
ted, Government hope to be in a position to place a definite scheme 
before the public, but at present can give no indication of the cost of 
each a scheme. 

(k) Yes, 
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(0 cMt of m lifter dopendtf on iU ca|^ty and varios between 
Bs. 5,00Q and B«. 25,000. 

(m) Bo 

(n) and (o) Do not arise. 


tarasnrati and Ctiea firojeols. 

•LXXXIII. Babu 8ATYA KiSHORE BANERdEEs (a) 1 h the 

Hon’ble Menilx'r in charj^e of the Department of Irrigation aware that 
the villagers on lM)th sides of the river Saraswuti and the Uhea nadi 
are willing to pay a ronsiderahle |>ortiou of the amount that will he 
required in putting the Saraswati and Ohea projects into immetliate 
execution P 

(5) W’ill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any such 
application has been received by the Go%*ernment? 

(c) Are the (iovernment considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry to ascertain what is the apiu'oximate amount that ('an be 
easily realised from the agriculturists benefiting by these schemesP 


MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hofi’ble Maharaja Kshauniah Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia) t (n) 

Government have no information on this jmint. 

(b) No. 

(r) No; the correct procedure is for those interested to apply to the 
ColJirtor under section 3 of Act VI of 1920. 


Unemployad man in Bangai. 

aXXXiV. Mr. A. C. BANERdEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem. 
her in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleaaed to state what steps, if any, have been taken for the ascertain- 
ment of the number of unemployed men in Bengal? 

(5) Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state the result obtained 
from the steps taken? 


Tha HonlNa mr HUGH BTEPHENSONs (a) Bo steps to this and 
hare been taken. 

(b) The question does not arise. 
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Wifklfig iNNiri tatman Miiploy«l In InlaiHl navignlitn. 

*LXXXV« Mr. M, DAUD: (a) Will the Hon^ble Member in charge 
of the Marine Department be pleased to state the daily or average 
weekly working hours of seamen employed in inland navigation in 
Bengal P 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether any legis- 
lation has been undertaken, in consultation with the employers and 
workers' organisations, relating to the limitation of the working hours 
of seamen employed in inland navigation in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Genoa International Labour Conference of 1920 P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the Government have ever examined or 
investigated the question of limiting the working hours of seamen 
employed in inland navigation to 8 hours in accordance with the draft 
conventions adopted at the International Labour Conference held at 
Washington in 1919 P 

MEMBER in charge of the MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Donald): (o'* Government have no up-to-date information on this 
subject . 

(b) No. 

(r) Yes, 

Unttarred Questions 

(tnswers to whioh were laid on the tNMe). 

Appointments in the Calcutta Police. 

7S. Mauivi NAJMUDDIN AHMED: With reference to the reply 
given by Sir Hugh Stephenson to unstarred question No. 134 (e), put 
by Khan Baluulur S. Mnbboob Alev on the 20tli August last, that 
there are certain appointments in the Calcutta Police for which, from 
the nature of the work, Kuropenns are sptnually fitted and others for 
which Indians are specially fitted, will tl^e Hon’hle MemWr in charge 
of the Polic'e Department l>e plea.sed to state the posts for which — 

(i) the Europeans are specially fitted on account of the nature of 
the work ; and 

(*i) the Indians an^ sjwcially fitted on account of the nature of 
the work? 

MEMBER in ohergs of the POLICE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Ms Sir Hugh Bteptisnson): There are two main division-s 
in the Calcutta Police Force, vijs., the investigating and* the non- 
investigating branches. Both include all sections of the community. 
Speaking generally, the £ttro|>eaii Inspectors usually fall in the non- 
investigating branch, and the appointments for which they are speci- 
ally fitted on account of the nature of the work include such posts aa 
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lii«pecior ^ charge ol Fort Wiliiatn, Inapactufi^ in oharge of OoTern* 
meat HoHio, Inspectors in charge of diFereni Guards, Armed Police 
Inspecionl* Traffic Inspectors, Inspectors, Mounted Police, and Inspec* 
tor. Headquarters Heserve. 

The posts for which Indian Inspectors are specially fitted on account 
ol the nature of the work, are generally important investigating posts. 

Promotad Sub-lnspootors in tlm Culoutla Polios. 

79. Mauivi NAdMUDDIN AHMED: (^i) Will the Hoirhle Member 
in charge of the Polity Department Ih‘ pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Sub-Inspectors — 

(1) Babu Puma (^b. MukhnrjtH*, 

(2) Babu Provat Nath Mukharji, 

(3) Babu Suresh (’handru Ghosh, 

(4) Babu Madun Mohan (3iakravarty, and 

(5) Babu Benode B. Bonerjee 

have been pnmioted to the rank of IiiH|H»clnr in supersession of many 
Moslem Sub-Inspectors, all of whom are seniiir to ihemy 

{h) Will the Ilon’ble Member ije pleased to state (he respective edu- 
cation qualifications of these proiuoteil officers? 

(c) Is it u fact th.t Sul)-]!is|H*(tor Bahu Madun Mohan (Mmkra- 
varty is o^ud iti (he gradation list of Stil>-InM|H‘c(orH? 

(fl) Is it a fa<'l that Babu Mudan Mohan (’hakravarty was pro- 
moted to the rank of a Suh-Inspector front a clerk in the Anns Act 
Department ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that every officer in order to qualify himself as a 
Sub-Inspector must undergo a course of training in the Training 
School ? 

(/) Did Babu Madan Mohan (’hakravarty undergo an\ course of 
training in the Police Training School? 

The Hon’Ma Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (n) Yes. 

(h) No. 1 is a graduate. The others passed the University 
Entrance Examination. 

(c) Madan Mohan Chakravarty is 54th in the gradation list of 
Sub-Inspectors. 

(d) Yes. He was first recruited as a writer constable and then 
transferred to the ministerial staff of the Arms Act Dc'partment. 

(e) No. All Sub-InspeHors recruited direct are re(|uired to spend 
the first six months of their sen'ices in the Training School, but ns 
regards departmental officers promoted to the rank of Sub-Inspector 
there is no hard-and-fast rule. 

(f) The answer is in the negative. 
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Me ef eeeiMMe ertlelie in Mungaii)^ 

SO. Mr. 0. N. GUHAs Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture and Industries (Excise) be pleased to state — 
(t) the total number of licenses granted by the Government for 
the sale of the different kind of excisable articles in the dis- 
trict of Bakarganj during the financial years 1922-23, 
1923-24, 1924-26; and 

(it) the total value of the excisable articles sold in that district in 
each of those years under the heads of — 

(1) Foreign liquor, 

(2) (’ountry spirit, 

(3) Opium, 

(4) Ganja, , 

(6) Other excisable articles? 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES [EXCISE] (the H0fi*ble Mr. d. Donald): (i) and (H) Two 

statements furiiisliing the information asked for, ns far al available, are 
placed on the table. The figures shown in statement (li) represent the 
total sale-price to the public. 


SUUemfM (t) «homng the total number of licenses granted by Government for 
the sale of the different kind of excisable articles in the district of Bakar- 
ganj'during the years 1922-23, 1923-24 and 1924-23, referred to in the reply 
to unstarred question No. 80 (i). 


Nttture of lioeraiefl. 

1022-23. 

1023-24. 

1034-25. 

Country spirit 

15 

13 

13 

Tari 

1 

1 

1 

Foreign liquor (Of!) . . 

5 

5 

5 

Temporary refitment stall 


, , 

1 

(foreign liquor). 

Heotifica spirit and medicated 

2 

3 

3 

wines. 

Denatured spirit 

7 

7 

10 

Opium 

35 

35 

39 

Ganja 

42 

42 

42 

Oharas 

1 

1 

1 

Bhang 

1 

1 

1 

Druggist permit for opium and its 

, . 

, , 

, , 

1 



1 

Druggist nermit for hemp drugs . . 
Cocaine (onis^ist permit) 

11 

17 

8 

17 

9 
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cf BlMrtnnj during At years l9iZ-2Z, 19Z3-Z4 and 192i4tS, r^errtd kr 
m At ftply to unbarred gnettion No. SO (ii). 


Heeds. 

1S2S-23. 

19MXU. 

1024-25. 


Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Foreign liquor 

« 

« 

* 

Country spirit 

61, 6 0 

09.793 6 3 

75,202 0 3 

Opium 

1,40,712 0 0 

1,04.000 0 0 

1,72,380 0 a 

Ganja 

1,53,912 8 0 

1,03,012 8 0 

1,00,512 8 0- 

Other excisable arti- 




cles — 




(1) Bhang 

2,880 0 0 

2,380 0 0 

2,300 0 0 

(2) Charas 

1,440 0 0 

2,040 0 0 

2,120 0 0 

(3) Tari 


0 

0 

(4) Others 

0 

0 

0 


• Information not available. 


Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway. 

81. Babtj HEM CHANDRA NABKER: (/i) Will ihv ihm^hh 
Member irj thur^e of the Department of Public Workn be pleii«e<l ttr 
8tate whether he in aware of a seriouH eolli.Hion Wtween a train of the 
Barnsef-Du.sirhut Lif?ht Railway and a motor lorry at Jhitipukur under 
the railway bridjj^e on the raleutta-JesHore road in September hint P 

(h) If the answer to (a) ivS in the afliniuitive, will the ITon'blr 
Member be jdeased to state whether the cf>lli.sion ended in the death of 
several persons and severe injuries to many? 

(c) Is it a fact that many passengers for want of room were actually 
travelling on the foot-board of the train that collided with the lorry P 

(d) If so, will the Hon ’hie Member be pleased to state whether 
passengers for want of ae<‘ommodatioii are very often compelIe<l ter 
travel on the foot-board P 

(e) Is it a fact that the Railway Company generally issue tickets^ 
in excess of the passenger accommf>dation of the train ? 

MEMWER in elisrge of tlio DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(IRtNMPBfa Mr. J. DofUiW): (a) Yes. 

(h) Three persons were killed and two injured. 

(c) A few passengers were tiuvelling on ike fooi^board. hawing: 
boarded the train after it started. 
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(d) No pasuenger is ever compeUed to travel on the foot-board. 

(e) The Bailway Company have no power to limit the number of 
irailway tickets issued for any particular train. 


MeCuire Report iritout attates of Tippora. 

92 . Mauivi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to lay 
ihe table a copy of the proposals submitted by Mr. McGuire about 
all the estates of Tippera in November 1792? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of keeping a 
tnie copy from the above record of estates of Noakhali in the Noakhali 
CoUectoratfe P 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (the 
HoiPhle Maharaja Kshatrnish Chandra Ray Bahadur, of Nadia): 

{a) and (h) An in<iuiry is being made whether a copy of these 
papers is required by the Collector of Noakhali. Mr. McGuire’s pro- 
posals are contained in a lengthy report and a copy therefore cannot 
be laid on the table. 


Political convict Mohendra Nath Das. 

33. Babu R0ME8 CHANDRA BACCHi: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
atnte whether it is a fact that Mohendra Nath Das, a political convict, 
was sentenced to transportation for life and sent to the Andamans in 
1916? 

(h) Is it a fact that he was brought from the Andamans to the 
Alipore Central Jail in 1921, just on the eve of the Proclamation of the 
“grant of the Royal Amnesty to political prisoners? 

(cj) Is it a fact that when in the Alipore Central Jail the prisoner 
;«howed signs of tuberculosis P 

(d) Is it not a fact that the prisoner, through his wife, prayed for 
4ii8 release on that ground? 

(e) Is it not a fact that in demi-official No. 3790 P., dated the 9th 
April, 1923, Government informed his wife that there was no cause 
‘for anxiety and that he was not ill P 

(/) Is it not a fact that the father and wife of the prisoner again 
petitioned the Government on the 19th June, 1924, for bis release on 
ibe same ground? 

(p) Is it not a fact ibat tbe Government refused to sanction the 

releasef 
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(h) Is^lt not a fact that the Medical Board, after examiaationi 
coasidered^ him to be sufferinjr from pulmonary tuberculoei# and 
ordered hie transfer to the Suri Jail? 

(t) Is it not a fact that he is still being confined in the Suri Jail P 

(j) Is it not a fact that his condition in the Suri Jail is gradually 
becoming worse, day by day, and that all the symptoms of phthisis 
ore now fully deTeloped in him? 

(k) Does not the prisoner himself apprehend that any further 
detention in jail will only hasten his death? 

(J) Is it not a fact that the prisoner has already suffered the major 
portion of his sentence? 

(m) Is it not a fact that his conduct in the jail has always been 
highly satisfactory? 

(n) Are the Government aware that the prisoner (‘omes of a very 
respectable and well-to-do family of the Malda district? 

(o) Is it not a fact that Babu Krisnadhan Das Sarkar, the prisoner's 
father, again submitted on 12th October last another memorial to His 
Excellency the Governor praying for the immediate release of his son, 
so that he may at least die in peace at home? 

(p) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
such a prayer? 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’Me Sir Hugh Stephenson): (//) to (p) The convict refer- 
red to was WMitefii'cd to transportation for life for alietmeni of 
murder in July 1916 and wa.s sent to the Andamans, whence he return- 
ed in 1921. He was transferred to Suri Jail on the advice of a Medical 
Board, which examined him in October 1924. Some of the matters 
referred to in the (piestions have been the subjects of petitions on which 
orders have been passed. The relatives have been informed of the 
state of the convict's health and further information on the subject can 
at any time be obtained by them from the jail authorities. 


Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: May 1 ask if this is the proper sort 
of reply to give to this rjuestion? No answw has practically been 
given at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (Kumar Shib Bhekimmmv R^)s T cannot help 
it 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
fa answer que.stion (A>? 
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tiM HtiHMK Sir MUCII tTimiEmON! The Medical Board gave 

no definite decieion that he was suflei-ing from pulmonary tubewnloais, 
but advised that he should be troneferred to Suri Jail, aa stated in my 
answer. 

Mr. S. H. HALDARS With regard to questions (;) and (p), those 
questions have not been answered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the reply has not been furnished, perhaps 
Ooveniineni are not prepared to give the information. Anyway, this 
is not a supplementary question, it is a substantive question. If Govern- 
ment are not prepared to reply, I cannot make them do so. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Are the Government prepared to consider the 
petition of the I2th October, submitt€*d on behalf of this prisoner? 

Th« Hon’ble fir HUGH STEPHENSON: Is tliis a supplementary 
question, Sir? 

Mr. PREEIDENT: Yes, I think it is. 

TIm HOfl’toto Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I would explain that 
there are no less than prisoners in the jails in Bengal, and if 

the time of the House is taken up by individual questions regarding 
every one of these 10,000 prisoners, it seems to me that the time of 
the House would he wasted considerably. There is no desire on my 
part to withhold information, hut I would l>e quite prepared to give 
all information to any inemlier of House coining to me for it. I think 
in the interests of the House if infonnation is given outside the House, 
the time of the House would not he taken up. 

Mr. N. SEN GUPTA: May I know whether there have been any 
questions asked in this House in this session about any prisoner other 
than political prisoners? 

Th« Hon^bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: As far as 1 know, there 
have not. 

Mr. S« N. HALDAR: With reference to the Medical Board men- 
tioned in the reply, may I know the personnel of that Medical Board? 

Mft PRESIDENT: That does not arise. 

Mr* S* M. HALDAR: Am I not entitled to know? 

Mr* PRlSi DENT L You may send aotiee ol that «a a sefirate 
question. 
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Nr. SIH. MALDABl May I know if tJwy aobmitted aqy MfiartP 

Th* Hli^ Sir HUGH STEPHENSON i Yes. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Are tlie Goreritment prepared to lay that 
report on the table? 

The HenPMe Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I want notice of thin; I 
cannot answer offhand*. 


iliiliiteriai effieert under the DIttriet Magiatrate el Sakcrgani. 

84. MauNi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in <‘harge of the Dt‘partmen( of Iteveuiie l>e pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showinj? in respect of the ministerial 
officers under the District Mng-istrute of Bakarf^unj — 

(i) how many officers are under him ; 

(ii) how many among them are Muhammadans; 

(tiV) how many of the Muhammadan officers are at subdivisions : 
and 

(iv) whether the Muhammadans are iwsted proportionately in each 
station ? 

(b) Is the convenient-e of the Muhammadan officers considered at 
the time of posting? 

(c) Are the inhabitants of the district given preference at the time 
of appointments? 

(<£) Are candidates from backward subdivisions given special pre- 
ference ? 

(e) Are there any Sharistadars, Head-clerks, Naib Najsirs and 
Accountants among the Muhammadan officers either at the Sadar sub- 
division or at the subdivisions? 

Tlio Hon’Me Maharajt K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Sahadur, 
of Mulia: (a) (i) One-hundred and seventy-five. 

(ii) Fifty-six. 

(Hi) Thirteen are employed at sulKlivisioiis and 14 on Khas Mahal 
and Colonisation work. 

(iv) There is no rule that postings to stations should l*e in any 
proportion. A\t present about one-third of the clerks in each sub- 
division are Muhammadan. 

(6) Yes. The convenience of officers is ordinarily considered in 
posting them, but is subject to the requirements of the public services. 

(c) Yes. 
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(d) The Collector endeavours to find suitable candidates from all 
subdivisions. 

(e) Two Subdivisional Nazirs, one Naib Nazir and four Assistant 
Accountants are Muhammadans. 


Ministerial Officers under the District Judge of Bakargan]. 

85 . Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing in respect of the ministerial offi- 
cers under the District Judge of Bakargan j — 

(i) how many officers are under him; 

(fi) how many among them are Muhammadans; 

(tit) Iiow many of the Muhammadan officers are at subdivisions; and 

(tv) whether the Muhammadans are posted proportionately in each 
station ? 

(h) Is the convenience of the Muhammadan officers ct>n8idered at 
the time of posting!^ 

(c) Are the inhabitants of the district given preference at the time 
of appointments 

(d) Are candidates from the backward subdivisions given si>ecial 
preference P 

(e) Are there any Sharistadars, Head-clerks, Naib Nazirs and 
Accountants among the Muhammadan officers either at the Sadar sub- 
division or at the subdivisions P 

The Hon’blc SIf ABO*UR«RAHIMs (a) (?) There are 150 permanent 
officers, 16 probationers and temporary clerks and nine temporary com- 
paring clerks. 

(it) Thirty-one, including seven probationers and temporary clerks 
and two temporary comparing clerks. 

(in’) Thirteen, including two temporary clerks, are at present 
employed at sulKlivisions ; probationers Iwing leave reservists are deputed 
to subdivisions as occasion arises. Two Muhammadan clerks were 
transferred to subdivisions on their own application and one as a punish- 
ment. 

(tt?) In posting officers to subdivisions the <iuestion of community 
is not taken into consideration. 
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(h) M possible convenieDce of every officer is considered at 

the time bi posting. 

(c) Qeserally the inhabitants of the district are appointed, thought 
in making selections no distinction is made between people of ibis andl 
other districts. 

(d) The fact is taken into consideration. 

(e) At present there is no Muhammadan officer holding any of thet 
posts referred to. One clerk, who is most efficient among the Muham^ 
madan clerks, was offered a Munsif*s Sharistadnrship, whic h he declined^ 
and he is still unwilling to accept such appointment. 


Aids to ** tols ** maktibs ** and other indigenous institutiens. 

86. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble 
Meml)er in (‘harge of the Department of Education l»e pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing, district by district, for the year 1925-— 

(i) the total numl>er of tol.f and institutions for Sanskrit eductitioir 
on indigenous lines in llengul ; 

{li) the total miiniM'r of mnhtah^ uinl institutions for Islamic edu- 
cation in lien gal ; 

(iu) the nuni})er of toh and institutions referred to in (i) — 
n*cciving (lovernment aid; and 
(h) receiving aid from inuiiitgpalities and District Boards; 

(tr) the numlier of vuiktahs and institutions mentioned in (ii)— 
(fl) receiving Cfovenimeut aid; and 
(5) receiving aid from municipalities and District Boards^ 

(i^) the total amount of (iovernment grants-in-aid to — 

(fl) toh and institutions mentioned in (t) above; and 
(5) maktahs and institutions mentioned in (n) above; 

(rt) the total amount of grants f|^m local bodies, i.e., municipalh' 
ties and District Boanls, etc., gii^en in aid of — 

(a) toh and institutions mentioned in (t) above; and 

(5) makUtbt and institutions mentioned in (it) above 


Tilt Htll*blt Shr ARD«UR»RAHIIiS A statement is laid op tbr 

taUe. 
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Wnwglrtoii Report tent eettioiiient of rent of ii yni e n ei ngi i * 


S7. fHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ: (a) WiU the Hoi^’ble Member 
ia charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the report submitted to the Board* of Revenue on the 
12th February, 1788, by Mr. Wroughton, who was appointed by the 
Board of Revenue letter dated the Ist May, 1781, to settle the rent of 
the district of Mymensingh P 

(b) Is it a fact that the said reiwrt contains the reports of many 
parganas of the present districts of Tippera and NoakhaliP 

(c) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of keep- 
ing true copies of the reports concerning parts of the districts of Tippera 
and Noakhali in the respective Collectorates P 

The Hon’ble NMnnuJi K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Btedur e« 

Nadia: (a) The report consists of 13? pages of manuscript and a copy 
cannot be laid oh the table. 

(h) Yes, the report contains reterences to some parganas since trans- 
ferred to Tippera and Noakhali. 

(c) It will be ascertained whether copies are available in the Tippera 
and Noakhali Collectorates. 


8attlamofit of khat lands in Noakhali. 

88. Maidvi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased* to 
state — 

(i) what is the principle followed, or the minimum qualification of 
aetdeilB required at the time of the distribution of khas mahal 
lands in the district of Noakhali ; 

(it) whether it is a fact that in the distribution of these lands the 
men who returned from Mesopotamia were given preference 
to men rendered homeless and destitute by the erosion of 
the river; 

(i«) what was the revenue derived per head per unit of land; 

(tv) how many amongst the recipients of lands were homeless and 
destitute due to the erosion of the river; and 

<v) how many amongst those recipients were mm who had returned 
from Basra or MesopotamiaP 
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, (b) I^Hie to (o) (n) is in the afEbmativo, aro ilia QotwmaNiii 

contidmrii^ the desirability of making special conaideTatioa in lavonr 
of the hameleas persons referred* to above at the time of distributing tho 
khas mabal lande in future? 

(<;) Win the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the land 
in Burir Char, in the district of Noakhali, has been given to Indian 
Christians to the exclusion of other communities, at a lower talami of 
Rs. 45 per unit, whereas the usual mlnmi is Rs. 126? 

MEMBERJn duirgo of the DEPARTHENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hofi'Mo Mahtraja Kshauniati GhaiHira Roy Bahadur 

of NoiRa): (a) and (/i) Settlement is made with cultivators, preference 
being given to tenants whose lands have been diluviated ; and after them 
to persons with war services to their credit. 

The detailed* information asked for is not readily available, and to 
collect it would involve an amount of labour incommensurate with ita 
value. 

(c) No; the land in Burir Char is still under reclamation ond no 
settlement has yet l>een made. 


Bate of ** khoriji tiluks in Noolcliali. 

98. Maulvi 8AYEDUL HOQUEl (a) Will the Hon’hle Memb r in • 
charge of the Bepartraeut of Revenue be pleastnl to state bow many 
kharija taluks, that is those taluks that are directly under the Govern- 
ment, were sold by auction on account of non-payment or short payment 
of revenue, rent or cess in the district of Noakhali fntm the Ist of January,. 
1923, to the Slst of July, 1924? • 

(b) Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a state-^ 
ment showing the amounts, whether of revenue, rent or cess for non- 
payment of which those auction sales took plac^? 

(c) How many suits have been instituted against those auction salea 
and* with what results? 

Tho NOfi’Mu Mahirtla K8HAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY BifUMfeir of 

Naiias (a) Five whole taluks or estates and eight part taluks. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) None. 

81 a 
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jJSbtametU ** kharija ** UMca $M at revenm $ak during ike period cf 
litJanmrg, to 31st July, 1924, r^erred to in ike reply to nnstarred 


question No. 89. 

Tsttzi No. 

Separate 
acoount No. 

Revenue. 



Rs, 

A. 

p. 

1948 

. . Residue 

8 

5 

6 

1209 

Whole 

22 

13 

10 

60 

3 

9 

3 

3 

18 

3 

60 

0 

. 8 

157 

Whole 

1 

1 

5 

351 

. . Whole 

4 

9 

2 

419 

. . Whole 

0 

7 

0 

1207 

Whole 

0 

15 

0 

1210 

2 

2 

9 

9 


14 

2 

7 

6 


20 

14 

1 

0 


22 

1 

3 

0 

1226 

4 

3 

4 

6 


137 1 7 


Sfttlmant of temiMirary-settlod wUtM. 

90. Mr. 8YED M. MASIH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
<*hftrpe of <he Depurtiiiont of llevenue be pleased to state the iianjes of 
<liHtrietK in which Settlement operations (»f ttonporarv-settled estates 
^U'e at present g(»injr on in llengal? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Settlement operations in each district are being conducted in conformity 
with the lieveuue policy of the Government of India and adopted by 
the Government of Bengal, which lays down that “ progressive modera- 
tion is the key-note of the policy of Government, and that the standard 
ot 50 per cent, of the assets is one which is almost uniformly observed 
in practice (»‘o/c Tatnd Bevenne jndicy of India Government, pages 
38, 61 and 62, edition of 1920; and Bengal Survey and Settlement 
Manual of 1917, page 115)? 

Tht Hon’Me Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

^ Naditl (a) and (b) The member is referred to the reply to a similar 
question by Rai Satyendra Nath Roy rhoiidhuri Bahadur in this ses- 
sion of the Council. 
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into tn In*. 

M. Mr. PRAtANNA HER RAIKATi («) Is tho Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Bereinie aware of any application made 
either by any prirate individual or by the Tea Companies asking for 
Government’s sanction to convert jote lands in the Dnars or in the 
Terai into tea lands? 

(61 If so, will the Hoii’ble Member be pleased to state the attitude 
of the Government towards the above question? 


Tht Hon’bit Mahartla KSHAUNIEH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

of Nadia: (a) Three applieationfl have been receiveil the current 

year. 

(h) The principles followed are laid down in sections IT and 111* 
Chapter 7 of the Benpul Waste Lunds Manual, 1919. 


Mifiittaiial Officers under the DistHet Magistrate of Bakargania 

92. Maulvl 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon^ble 
Member in charpe of the Department of Bevemie bo pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showinp — 

(/) how many ministerial officers there arc under the District 
Mapistrate of Bakarpanj; 

(it) how many amonp them are Muhammadans; 

(ffi) how many of the Muhammadan officers are at subdivision; 
and 

(tt?) whether the Muhammadan officers are posted proportionately 
in each station P 

(h) Is the convenience of the Muhammadan officers considered at 
the time of posting P 

(c) Are the inhabitants of the district given preference at the time 
of appointment P 

(d) Are the candidates from the backward subdivisions given 
special preference? 

(e) Are there any Sharistadar, Head-clerk, Nasir, Naib Nasir and 
Accountant among the Muhammadan officers, whether at Sadar sub- 
division or at the subdivisions? 

(/) If the answers to (c), (d) and (e) are in the negative, will tho 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons P 
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TIM Hmi’M IMiirala KtNABIilSH CflAMDRA RAY 
0f NatfltS (a) to (e) The member ie referred to the answer to an nn- 
starred question on the subject put by Maulvi Faslal Karim Chowdhury 
at this meeting. 


Miniiterial Oflloeri uiMiar tlie Disliiot Judgie of Bakiig(aiiJ. 

83. Mauivi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many ministerial officers there are under the District 

Judge of Bakarganj; 

(ii) how many among them are Muhammadans; 

(Hi) how many of the Muhammadan officers are at subdivisions; 
and 

(iv) whether the Muhammadan officers are posted proportionately 
in each station? 

(h) Is the convenience of the Muhammadan officers considered at 
the time of posting? 

(c) Are the inhabitants of the district given preference at the time 
of appointment? 

(d) Are the candidates from the backward subdivision given special 
preference ? 

(a) Are there any Shariatadar, Head-clerk, Nazir, Naib Nazir and 
Accountant among the Muhammadan officers, either at tht' Sadar sub- 
division or at the subdivisions? 

(/) If the answers to (c) and (d) are in the negative, will the 
Hon’hle Member be pleased to state the reasons? 

Th0 Hoifbla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) to (/) The member’s atten- 
tion is invited to the answer given to an unstarred question on the 
subject asked by Mauivi Faslal Earim Chowdhury at this meeting. 

Treatment of mUions reganling pay of ex-Ministere. 

Mr. RRESIDENTt Hem 11 on Appendix to the List of Business 
wdll now Ipe taken up, and item 12 being identical, will be deemed to 
be withdrawn. 

If item 11 be carried, item 26 will be out of order, but if the mover 
of that resolution wants to move it as an amendment he can do so. 
In that case items 46, 49, 52. 58, 68, 66. 71. 78 and 79 wiH be deemed 
to 1)0 withdrawn. 
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Dr. nllMiilD OHANDM ROYt It it your opmitm tiiftl U 
and 12 am identical P There is a difference between them, because 1 
find in item 11 it is stated that tlie salaries for the aetnal period of 
work be given to all four Ministers, whereas in item 12 it is stated 
that the salaries for the period for which they were in office as 
Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them, be paid* 

Mr. PRISIDENT: I refer you to section 40, and I think that the 
motions are substantially identical. Note the word ** substantially.** 


Risolutiont 

(on matters of general pubiic intarast). 

Pay of ax-Ministera. 

Mr. P. N.CUHA: I beg to move that this Council recommends to the 
Government that the salaries fur the ac'tuul period of work l)e given U) all 
the four Ministers who were appointed by His Excellency and who had to 
resign owing to the total refusal of tlieir salaries by the Council. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHAUDHURI of tantoslis May 

1 have your leave to (iffer a personal exi>Ianation, SirP 

I beg to submit that so far as my <*ase is concerned, it was linked 
with this resolution without my knowledge, and I Iwg to mibmit that 
I am not prepared to accept any salary for the very brief period that 
T was in harncHS (Hear, hear), I should add that I am not opposing 
the resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order, I think you have finished your 
personal explanation. 

Nawab MaOwf 8AIYID NAWA8 ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: May I say something in the way of nn explanation P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want to make a personal explanation, you 
may do so, but if want to s]>eak on the motion, you must wait till the 
motion is moved. 

? 

Baba BE40Y KRISHNA BOSE: On a point of order, Sir* Will 
tbe mover be in order in moving this resolution which says ** that the 
salaries of four Ministers, etc., etc., ** when one of them has just stood 
up and said he does not want any salary P 
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Mr. FilitlOillTl Thia is only a recommandaiion to tiia Ooi^- 
mant. If the other Miniatera refuse to accept the salary, Government 
cannot force it on them. It is only a recommendation, it might etand 
as it is. Go on Mr. Gnha. 

Mr. P. N. GUHAS (Sir, there seems to be some misapprehension with 
regard to the inclusion of the word ** four ** in my resolution. Some 
questions were put to me a« to why I did not mention the word ** five 
because during the lost ministerial muddle five persons worked as 
Ministers. My explanation is that the Council had nothing to do with 
the salaries of Mr. S. N. Mullick, and my information is that he got 
bis salary for the period for which he worked. That is why I did not 
mention five. 

1 am glad to hear that Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri of San* 
tosh, does not want his salary, and I think the Nawah Sahib will follow 
suit. As regards the other two Ministers, I assure the House that 
1 had their consent before tabling my resolution. In the very first 
place, I want to ossuie the Council that I do not move this reeolution 
in any spirit of making it as a demand. I believe, and the whole con* 
stitutional world will believe, that these Ministers whose salaries Were 
refused were constitutionally wrong in remaining in their office, and 
if I have come to-day to ask for their salaries, I do not base my claim 
on constitution. The object of my friends opposite in voting against 
the salaries of the Ministers was not to do any personal injury to the 
people who worked, but it wiw to kill dyarchy. Well, they have done it; 
they have killed, scotched and buried dyarchy, yet I hope that the 
dyarchy will live long. 

Well, what I want to submit to the meml)ers of this House is that 
these gentlemen had to work under pressure from two sides. They were 
not absolutely free agents. On the one side there was pressure from 
their party, and on the other side there was pressure from a higher 
quarter. As no man belonging to any party can do anything wcord* 
ing to his free will, they committed no wrong if they did yield to 
the pressure of their party, and 1 think the party to which they 
belong should share the blame that has come on them. 

Sir, as I have said, I do not press my resolution on constitutional 
grounds. My only point is that they may, have been wrong, they may 
have acted contrary to the wishes of the members of the Council, but 
they have worked for eight long months, and I think we will lose nothing 
if we pay them their salaries for the period they have worked. Our 
friends opposite <are not here to do any injury personally to anyone,, 
but they want to change the constitution. 1 have every sympathy 
with their aspirations, and though 1 do not see eye to eye arith them 
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ia t&atr |riitical pnncipleit* 1 would like them to accept tbiii resolu*^ 
tioa withaat any fear of losing anything so far as their constitit*^ 
tionai piwiplee are concerned, because I do not place my claim on 
any constitutional grounds. It is purely an appeal, purely a matter 
of sympathy and kindness for people who have worked bard. 

With these very brief remarks, I beg to commend my resolutioiv 
to the af*ceptance of the House. 

Ufa lit Mt SEN CUPTAs I acnild like to make our poaiiion otr 
this resolution as clear as possible, and as in brief a manner as (possible* 
Whenever we voted against the Ministers* salaries, and threw them 
out — and we did that on three occasions during the lifetime of this- 
Council — ^we mmle it perfectly clear on everj' such weasion that in so 
doing, we were not actuuteil by ]>ersonal considerations. The vote- 
that we gave on those occasions was a vote against dyarchy. 1 desire 
to repeat that whether it was Maulvi Fa*l-ul Huq or Mr. Surendra 
•Nath Mullick, Mr. Ghuznavi, (tr the Uaja of Santiish, we were pre- 
pared to support them — gttae Ministers — whether they were Hindus or 
Muhammadans. We were not prej)ared to 8up|)ort the dyari'hical form 
of government with Ministers and Executive (Councillors, the former 
being merely tools in the hands of the latter. The issue on this 
resolution is not to be confounded with the issue of the continuance of 
dyarchy. The two indues are distinct and separate. 

I desire further to make it perfectly clear that if any demand for 
Ministers’ salaries is brought forward for carrying on the present dyar* 
chical system of government, we will opjMMie the same, whatever the- 
constitution of such Ministry might he. As regards this resolution 
for paying the back salaries, as we have no personal bias or vindic- 
tiveness against the gentlemen concerned, we will not vote on thiff 
resolution at all. Ours is a vote against dyarchy, and until the con- 
stitution of the Government is so altered as to be acceptable to the 
people of India, we, their representatives, will refuse to accept and 
work it. But we will not act in any way which might be construed 
as an act against particular individuals. 

On these considerations, the decision that we have arriviwl at ia 
this: that althoup^ we will take part in the debate, we will not go into' 
the division lobbies on one side or the other. The position, I am glad 
to eay, has been made perfectly clear by the mover of the resolution ^ 
he admits that the Ministers were wrong, constitutionally wrong, in 
continuing in office under this rotten constitution, even after their 
salaries were refused. The position that we take up to-day should bo 
no encouragement to the Government to appoint Ministem who have^ 
no majority in the House at all, and whose salaries are bound to bo 
rejected when it conies up, in the hope that after they have worked ae 
Ifiiiisters in the Council, we will be lenient enough to pOM their 
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tsalariefl laisr on. I also ifrisli to declare that onr action ahonld not be 
taken as enconragement to, or acquiescence in, the continuance of office 
hy Ministers even after their salaries are refused by the Council. 

BalNl MANMATHA NATH ROY: Although a member of the 
Swaraj party, I feel myself bound to oppose this resolution. The mover 
of the resolution has said that he does not base it on constitutional 
grounds. I do not see how we, in this House, can decide any question, 
except on constitutional grounds. I do not see any change of circum- ^ 
stances since the Council last voted on Ministers* salaiy; there was anj; 
emphatic refusal by this Council on three previous occasions, and our f 
•constituencies were wholly with us on those occasions. We have still | 
our responsibility to our constituency, and we cannot fly in the face 
•of our obvious duty. The course of action proposed by this resolution 
is unique, is strange in any responsible legislature. It was never 
heard of in any l^ndian legislature and there is no such instance in 
those legislatures which have survived ages and centuries. When I* 
first saw this resolution on the agenda paper, it seemed to me as if 
we were here members of an orphanage or an alms house. Such an 
appeal might be quite forcible outside the House, but in this House 
we shall have a poor, a strange notion of our duties and responsibil- 
ities if we dispose of public funds in the light-hearted manner proposed 
by this resolution. I do not see any distinction between the question 
which arose when the Ministers’ salary was voted upon and the 
question which is raised by the present resolution. I do not see how, 
having voted against dyarchy, we can vote for the salaries of the 
principal actors brought into existence by dyarchy. I do not regard 
it to be a personal question or a communal question, but we cannot 
forget the circumstances under which two of the Ministers continued 
notwithstanding our adverse vote. We do not know what happened 
behind the scene when the Ministers flouted universal public opinion. 
We <Io not know whether they stuck to their posts with a pertinacity or 
fondness of their own, or whether the Governor took full responsibility 
ill the matter, but we shall be failing in our dutj% in our pledges 
to our constituency, we shall be stultifying ourselves, we shall be 
ignoring unanimous public opinion, it will be a disgraceful and shame- 
ful ('onduct on our part and it will be a dangerous precedent if we 
support this resolution which has just been moved. 


Mfi Wt L« TRAVBRi: I desire to express in as few words as possible 
the views of the British members upon this resolution. We are in 
favour of it and think it should be passed. We think that the Ministers 
4)Ught to receive salary for the work that they did in Bengal, and we 
hold that opinion both- in regard to the special case under ronsi deration 
jand also generally. Our view upon this matter is that any pmon 
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holding i ligk office under the Orovm dionid nlwnys leceivo n reMon- 
Ohio and adequate salary for the work he does therein-^whether that 
position a permanent or a temporary one. 


Of« Na Wa Ba MORENO* On behalf of the Anglo-Indian manors 
I should like to state that we are entirely in accord with the view that 
the Ministers who hare worked faithfully and well should receive their 
salaries, apart from all other constitutional considerations. I con- 
gratulate very sincerely Mr. Sen Gupta upon what I think was one 
of the most excellent speeches. lie seems to have made a real effort 
to meet a difficult situation. I am glad he says that he along with his 
party is not going to sacrifice the gentlemen who have worked assidu- 
ously and who have discharged their duties satisfactorily. Sir, it is a 
well-known maxim that the lalsnirer is worthy of his hire. The fight 
against dyarchy reminds me of the story of a hunting incident, where 
the hounds and the huntsman wore all out to chase a fox; when they 
came near, the fox discovered a brood river ahead, so thot it could not 
run any farther. Turning round the fox asked one of the hounds 
ahead of the others: ** Why are you chasing me? What have T d(»ne 
to you that I should be treated thus?” The hound replied : 'Mlh, we are 
just out for fun.” Thereupon the fox retorted: ” It may be fun for 
you, but it is death for me.” Well, Sir, certain ineml)ers of the House 
were out to stop dyarchy, hut while they were out on this, others 
suffered and suffered bitterly. I therefore think that it is a very wise 
principle on the part of the Swaraj party to show a more conciliatory 
spirit by abstaining from voting, on this issue, so that these worthy 
labourers may receive hire for the work they have done. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I rise to oppose this motion, 
This motion has not raised any new issue. Jt is only an agitation — 
re-agitation — of the old question, with this difference, however, that it 
Is now within narrower limits and within less important limits, but 
the position is }>ractically the same. I should like to put the position 
like this. There was a suit — being a lawyer I am fond of legal 
parlance — there was u suit instituted in this court of the 
Council for Ministers’ salaries. The suit went through a protracted 
investigation and trial, with the result that eventually it was dismissed. 
Now, Sir, we are asked by the Ministers’ advorate to execute the decree 
which has never been passed in spite of the fact that the suit has been 
dismissed. We are asked to brush aside our. former judgment os if 
it was a piece of waste paper. Now the question is — what has happened 
sinea then — since our last decision — to justify us to take the course 
which it is now propoaed to be taken? Now, Sir, in throwing out the 
Ministers* salaries we certainly acted on a certain principle — ^that 
principle may be right or wrong, that is altogether a different question. 
That is a question in which there is certainly room for honest difference 
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of opinion ; but we are not concerned with that at the prmnt moment. 
The fact remains that we acted on a certain principle and not on any 
considerations, either personal or communal. It is no use mincing 
matters. There is no disguising the fact that a good deal of personal 
and tommunal considerations have clouded the real issue before us. 

Mailivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY: Question! 

Sibil AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I say, 1 repeat ^rsonal and 
communal considerations have clouded the issue. (Question!) Well, 
my friend questions again. I shall refer to the speech of the learned 
mover himself and the other speakers who supported him when they 
appealed for the sympathy of the members of this House. 1 distinctly 
heard the word “ sympathy ** in Mr. Guha’s speech, and when one 
speaks of sympathy I take it that it is personal. Now, therefore, let 
us examine for one moment whether there is any justification for any 
communal (jonsiderations influencing our decision at the present moment. 
The question is that when the Ministers’ salary was refused, ‘was it 
refused on any communal grounds or on any communal bias? It is 
well known, Sir, that the Ministry, or rather the Ministershij) — I shall 
not call it Ministry — ^was offered to Mr. C. 11. Das, who, I take it will 
be admitted, was a Hindu. Then it was offered to Mr. Chakravarti, 
who is also a Hindu. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURY: Question' 

Btbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I was going to say that 

Mr. Das and Mr. Chakravarti were Hindus and they declined the 
offer. In other words they did not go in for salary. 

Mtulvi KADER BAKSH: On a point of order, Sir. Does the ques- 
tion as to who refused and who were offered arise at all when we have 
been discussing the question whether the Ministers should be paid or 
notf 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your leader, Mr. J. M. Sen Qupta, went into 
the broad question in giving his support. So I think Mr. Datta is 
quite in order in referring to these matters. 

iabu AKHIL. CHANDRA DATTA: If my friends will have a 
little patience to listen to me, they will fliid out that I am only anxious 
to prove that there is no communal consideration in it. It is not my 
point to prove that there is communal bias. M^ point is that there ia 
no communal bias. I was going to show that there was no Hindu 
feeling of a communal t;hara€ter when Mr. Das and Mr. Chakravarti 
refused to take office. Then, Sir, three other gentlemen were appointed, 
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of o»o o Hindu. thn Kiniftm* soliry lr«» f^uaad 

in tile of tke Hindu Minister nleo, t mnan Bnbn Snfondm Kntli 
Mnllick/ Not only was the salary refused to him, but it was refused 
in a laoil outrageous fashion—I mean to say he was not allows to 
cross the threshold of this gilded chamber. That was the treatment 
meted out to him, although we must remember that Mr. Miillick was 
a Hindu. Then, Sir, later on the Raja of Hantosh, who was appointed, 
was also a Hindu. 

Maulvi MYYCD SULTAN ALIs Is the Hindu-Muhammadan ques* 
tion before the Council now? If not, I believe the hon'ble member is 
not in order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are attempting to assume my role. 
He is not referring to the Hindu-Moslem question. He is simply 
developing his point. 

Bibil AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: It will, therefore, appear that 
out of the four Hindus, either appointed or approuidied, two did not 
go in for their salary , and the remaining two were not allowed to enjoy 
their salary. After all this, I do not think it can 1 m* truly said that 
in refusing the Ministers’ salary we were at all influenced by any 
communal bias. Then, Sir, it was not the Hindus alone; but a large 
number of Muhammadan fri«*nds als<» voted against the Ministers' 
salary. Therefore, that element — the <’ommunul ’ciuestion — ought not 
to 1 k" brought into this matter. Then, Sir, the question is whether 
any jiersonal element ought to be introduced into this question. On 
that question my submission is (lii.s. I have beard it said said 
seriously that on this (piestion of bac’k pay, reason is on one side and 
sympathy and sentiment are on the other side. The question, there- 
fore, ari.ses whether in (lealing with jmhlie revenue w'ithin the limited 
sphere in which we tlie non-ofticial nienilM*rs have got any control over 
it, it is permissible tor us to allow sentinienl and sympathy to prevail 
over reason and judgment. Now', the jMisition is %'pry elear. C'harity, 
Sir, is an excellent virtue. It is a ver>' gfM)d thing; even indiscriminate 
charity we cun apprtM-iate as long as it is confined to our own indi- 
vidual fund. Hut there slumld he no charity at the cost of the tax- 
payei-s of the country. If you feel honestly that they are entitled to 
this hack salary, give it by all means, and if you do not give it, you 
will be doing wrong. 

Mr. EYED M. MA9IH: Is the hon'hle member entitled to insinu- 
ate that this is a charity P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is only using it by way of metaphor. Yon 
excuse him that word. 
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Mni AKHIL GHANDRA DATTAs 1 want to make a diatiiiotioii 
between tboae who are of opinion tbat aa a matter of principle it ongbt 
to be allowed and those who say that if you do not allow it, it will be 
a hardship on them if this salary is not granted. I only say that these 
are considerations which ought not to have any influence over our 
decision. I am addressing only those who are of opinion that as a 
matter of principle the salary ought to be refused and not the other 
people who think that the ex-Ministers are justly entitled to back salary. 
I say to. those who want to act on the principle of sentiment and 
sympathy that the people of the country will bring a charge of breach 
of trust against us if we accept this resolution. 

BalHl BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: In rising to oppose this resolu* 
tion I find myself labouring under a great difficulty. In the first place 
the mover of the resolution, Mr. P. N. Guha, does not want us to sup- 
port it on the grounds of any principle or any constitutional issue, but 
he clearly told the House that out of sympathy to the late Ministers we 
ought to pass it. Dr. Moreno has said in his speech that every labourer 
is woHhy of his hire. If it is not a question of principle, but only of 
personal consideration and out of sympathy for people who have workecf 
as Ministers we are to support the resolution, I for one would be the 
last person to lend my support to it. A thing which cannot be supported 
on principle, if it is unconstitutional, 8ym|)athy ought to find no place 
in our deliberations. I have always complained of the tyranny of 
Government and I have now to comidain of the tyranny of parties. 
Though I very well know that the discipline of the party to which I 
belong is likely to l>e impaired by my voting with the people who do 
not belong to that party, that is, by voting against the wishes of my 
party, that is no reason why I should not speak out my mind on this 
question. If it were a question of principle and if it were put on constitu- 
tional grounds, I know how the matter would then have stood. But as the 
resolution has been put before us, and as our support is sought on the 
ground of sympathy for certain individuals, I think I shall be failing 
in my duty if I do not expose the hollowness of the resolution. What 
sympathy does the mover of the resolution want from me when I find 
that the persons in whose favour this sympathy is solicited had deliber- 
ately and not in “ moments of irresponsibility ”, but at a time when 
they were occupying the position of Ministers, stated that they “ were 
j)repared for all eventualities ” even if the salary demanded for them 
was not voted at the time of the budget discussion? I find that on the 
18th Man^h, 1^4, Mr. Faxl-ul Huq, from his place here as a Minister, 
said that ” the Ministers knew that they were not coming to a bed of 
roses; that they were prepared for all eventualities.” Then follows a 
most sii^aLificant line in. his speech — ” You need have no pity hxr them.” 
A Minister who deliberately told us nearly two years back that he was 
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all that ha raquivad no pity and that h« 

knew th^ ** ha was not eoming to a bed ol roeae **— aympathy for sooli 
a Ministar ie sought, and we are asked to recommend to Govammant h> 
giro him his back salary ! Not once, but on another occasion also—* it 
was on ^a 24th March, 1924, during the budget discussion — ^Mr. Fasl- 
nl Huq said that ** if it was the view of the majority of the memlwra 
of this Council that their salaries should not be voted and if he felt 
that he was to remain a Minister, he was perfectly prepared to work aa 
a honorary Minuter. He knew that there are honorary' magistrates andr 
if the idea was to have honorary Ministers, he had* no objection to work* 
ing as such.” This resolution has been tabled to*day recommending 
to Government that the back salaries of Ministers should be paid to 
them. A Minister who himself knew in March, 1924, when the budget 
was being discussed here, that his salary would not be voted, stated 
that he was prepared to work as ” a honorary Minister ” just os hono> 
rary magistrates worked* without pay. 


The other Minister, Mr. Ohuwiavi, said on the same day : ” My 

profession is not the profession of Minister: my livelihood does not 
depend upon it.” Why should his back salary be given to him? Why 
should the labourer be wortliy of his hire if he says, ” I am here to 
work, not on account of the Hs. 5,tHH) and odd; I am here to work not 
l)ecause it is my livelilnwd, hut I am here to discharge my public 
tfuties? * And in the discharge of that public duty he was ready to 
work without ]iay. The Council not once, not twice, but thrice, refused 
the salary of tlie Ministers, Why then should the friends of those 
gentlemen come forward to-day and demand that their back salaries 
should be given to them out of iympathyf I do not think, therefore,, 
that the resolution and the grounds on which it has been moved dtoand 
any sympathy from the House. 

Then, Sir, it has been said that the question is not a constitutional 
one. I read a book on logic in my college days, but I do not know 
much of logic, and the fine distinction that is now being made between 
Ministry and Ministers fails to appeal to me, and 1 am quite sure that 
it will fail to appeal to the country. 1 am sure that our silence will 
be more eloquent, more mischievous, than a vote against this motion. 
1 cannot vote against this motion, owing to the tyranny of party dis- 
cipline; I have to obey the mandate of my party. The discipline of 
our party has been the object of admiration to all, to those who do not 
belong to our party, and I do not like to do anything now which will 
impair the discipline of the party. But this is such an important 
subject, that I must speak out and record my emphatic protest against 
the resolution and the methods by which it is going to be passed in this 
Council. 
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MMflvl ffCimiiUL ItyQ: Hr, Preftideat, Sir* I very much 
jited the conciliatory speech made by the mover of this reaolntioa, 
*Mr. P. N. Ouha, a« well as by the leader of the opposition, Mr, Sen 
Oupta, but the speech that jarred upon Ihe ears of some of 
the members of the Council came from my friends, Babu Akhil 
Chandra Datta and Babu Manmatha Nath Boy. I do not think that 
ihe question is a communal question at all, but when I found my friend, 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, a prominent leader of Bengal, dilating 
upon this point, I thought I may have to revise my notion and, as luck 
would have it, it was from the Swarajist camp — the camp of Mr. Datta's 
friend — ^that up came the cry of ** Question ’* and ** Question Was 
it that in his protestation of being free from communal bias he was 
not believed by some of the members who sit on the same benches with 
him? It was ([uite likely that when some of his own friends did not 
believe him w’hen he said that the question of Ministers was not u 
(Communal question and that it was not a personal question either, I 
am afraid the membeiN on this side of the House or most of them can 
be excused if they tliink that with at least some of the members opposite 
ihe question of Muhammadan Ministers was both a personal and a com- 
munal one. But I am preparwl to believe that none of the members 
on any side of the House w'ere moved by personal or communal ground 
in upturning the Ministry. 

The late Ministers tried to serve Government to the best of their 
might and, during the course of their service, they tried to the b«it 
of their ability to do good to their country. It so liapj>ened that a 
majority of this House tliouglit of throwing out their salaries and, as 
a result of this, they had to go out of »)fti( e. Now, Sir, at this distance 
(Of time, we should In* able to con.vider the question of their salary 
dispassionately and say if we should not be ready to pay the wage.s of 
those who have sensed Government according to their own light, aud 
1 am glad to find that this House has in a way agreed that there should 
not l>e any division at all on this question. 

I think, Sir, I should not fail to notice the (jaestiou of principle 
raised by my friend, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose. When talking of 
principle, I think he quite forgot that it was not easy for men dabbling 
in politics always to art upon the principle they propound. T know 
Mr. Bose W'as a special friend and lieutenant of my friend, Mr. FhkI-uI 
Huq, and I think, Sir, it was not necessarj' to talk of principle while 
thinking of giving no wages to the Ministers for the peri(^ they worked. 
In conclusion, Sir, I ran only say that all is well that ends well, and 
T hoi>e and trust that this Council will decide U> pass the back salaries 
<vf the ex-Ministeiw. 

[At this stage the‘ (^uncil was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 
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MI^^AUmilAiMAIi MIIKilli Tli« resolution beloiv iU 
Botise nllSF et fiM eppear to be a resurrection of tbe old c^neation 
ol Minili^’ salaries, on wbicb our opinion bas been empbatically 
prononsoed time after time. It is not to be expected that our opinions 
sbonld ebange under existing conditions or that tbe conscientious 
verdict already given should be departed from without reason. But 
on examination of the real signification of the present resolution, 1 
can find no sign of any attempt to exhume dyarchy from its grave and 
no occasion has, therefore, arisen to bring again to the bar of tbe House 
the constitutional issues mooted on previous occasions. I am unable 
to link to*day*s proposal with the momentous constitutional struggle 
in which we have on previous occasions taken an active part and for 
which our Deshbandhu of revered memory had worked even on the 
sick-bed which eventually betame his death-bed. 

Going back to the events of March, I, as mover of the resolution, 
then happened to say in this House “ that dyarchy must go has been 
the verdict of the country after a three years’ trial and it was on the 
clear issue and distinct political mission of mending or ending the 
dyarchy that many of us were returned to the Council. The Ministers 
are nothing hut the outward symbols of the system, so that the real 
object behind my motion is to put an end to the system itself by doing 
away with its symMs.” Well, Sir, we did destroy the system and, 
so long as no question arises of reviving the system, I find no issue 
for an active participation and my attitude cannot but be one of indiffer- 
ence. What if the grave of some worthless carcass is liedecked with 
flowers certain interested mourners — we should not oppose homage; 
even extravagant homage to the dead. 

The words of the late Deshbandhu in this very hall spoken in 
March last still ring in my ears. With characteristic reasonableness, 
he enunciated the issue l)efore us: ** What do we want to destroy? 
What do we want to get rid of? We w’ant to destroy and get rid 
of a system which does no good, which can do no good. We want to 
destroy^ — it is because we want to construct a system which can be 
worked with success — it is because we w'ant a system which will enable 
us to do good to tbe masses.” This, 8ir, is the only question with 
which we are concerned in the matter of Ministers’ salaries and, when 
this question does not arise, I hope I have made my position clear in 
not wasting ammunition in opposing a motion which can at best be 
treated as ordinary business between some member of the House and 
the Government. 

One more word before I finish — Mr. Fa*l-ul Huq on that memorable 
day when the Ministers’ salaries were last thrown out, told us: I 

have been in office for eight months, not when there was nothing but 
a calm sea when any navigator might navigate, but I have had to 
face the most stormy sea and I challenge any one to contradict me if 

2i 
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I lay a claun without any undue vanity iliat you could not find two 
men more devoted or who could put up a more gallant fight in face 
of strenuous opposition in Council than Mr. Ghuanavi and myself. 
We tried and we have failed." There is something in what he says; 
at least he tells us he has worked » although as a Government hireling 
whom nobody in the country wanted. However much we may condemn 
his action in clinging limpet-like to office in direct opposition to the 
wishes of the countrj% the present question appears to be entirely one 
between employer and employee for work done, and, as we are satisfied 
that our policy is unaffected and our work unhindered, we do not 
care what hire is paid or is not paid or what charity is bestowed, con- 
sidering how often we have to connive at charity, whether deserved 
or not, in our daily life. 

Niwab iiliadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khtii 
BahilllirS Sir, I confess to a feeling of delicacy in speaking on this 
resolution. I have no doubt that in bringing forward this proposal 
the hon'ble mover has been actuated by the best of motives. But if 
I were consulted in the matter, I would have reciuested him to exclude 
me from the scope of this resolution. 

Sir, when I accepted office os a Minister for the second time, I 
was not prompted by any desire for financial gain. I am one of those 
who feel that the reformed constitution should be worked faithfully; 
and when I accepted office it was my earnest desire to place my humble 
services at the disposal of this House and to utilise such opportunities 
as our present constitution offers for furthering the well-being of my 
fellow-countrymen. There are others who hold a strong view to the 
contrary as regards the utility of the Reforms, and as their view pre- 
vailed for the time being, the Council did not vote any salary for the 
Ministers. So long as we obey the constitution, we must loyally 
accept the decisions of the Council, however much they may go against 
our individual opinions. And as soon as this House rejected the 
Ministers’ salary in March last, I, along with my friend and colleague, 
the Raja of Santosh, resigned our offices most cheerfully. 

We clearly saw in the vote of this House that Ministers were not 
wanted, though only a few days previously the Council had adopted 
a resolution asking for the appointment of Ministers. We did not, 
therefore, thrust ourselves upon the Council for a day more than we 
could help. 

It has been a matter of regret to me that this House took up an 
attitude of hostility towards the Reforms ; but permit me to assure you, 
Sir, that loss of emoluments has never troubled my mind for a moment. 

I have submitted to the judgment of this House ungrudgingly in this 
matter, and I could. pever ask for its revision for my personal benefit. 

1 may not be miifinderstood I am not in any way opposing the 
resolution. 
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I wall to make it clear that even if ike reeoktioo were {wee^ m 
lie pteseP foraii I would not accept any money under its terms, 

Mr* M* bAUDl My friends the Swarajists have taken up au 
attitude of neutrality and they have taken it up lor good. The 
principle of the Swarajists is that dyarchy is unworkaVle, and beyond 
all shadow of doubt they have proved in this House that dyarchy is 
unworkable. But so far as the attitude of the Nationalists’ is concerned, 
I am at a loss to understand how my friend, Babu Akhil Chandra 
Batta, has made that remark that some party has committed breach 
of trust. I would remind him that his party has altogether forgotten 
what they had done on the 1 7th Februaiy^ last, when they accepted 
the resolution of Government so far as the appointment of Ministers 
is concerned. Have they not committed a breach of trust that was 
reposed in them ? Did they oppose the resolution on the 17th 
February’ . 

Or. PRAMATHANATH SANERdEAs On a point of order, Sir, 
may I offer a personal explanation. The statement made is not correct. 

Mr. M« OAUDs My friend, Dr. Banerjea, has not understooi! me. 
On the 17th of Fehniarv last the resolution passed in this House was 
whether any Ministers should be appointed or not, and some of the 
Nationalists voted for the motion. 

(No, no, that is a lie.) 

Mr. M. DAUDi It is not a lie. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Daud, you cannot address a member cf 
the House like that. I think I also beard someone on the other side 
say, “ it is a lie that is not a 7*arliamentary expression. Will the 
member withdraw that? 

Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEAs 1 withdraw. 1 say it is 

in(*orrect. 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURiS On a point of order. 
Is any hon^ble raemlier entitled to misrepresent the recorded votes of 
the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS He is not doing that. 

RM HARENDRANATH GHAUOHURI: He is doing that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can take your opportunity later on in your 
speech to point that out to him and to the Council. 
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Mrt M« DAUDt It is for the members of the House to say who 
has committed that breach of trust* So far as the resolution that has 
been moved by Mr* Huha is concerned, no constitutional principle' is 
involved; it is a simple question before the House that the Ministers 
worked for some time, and whether any salary should be paid to 
them ; that is the whole question. I think the members of the House 
will support the motion. 

Mr. MAHBUBUL HUQ: Much heat has been created over this 
resolution, and therefore I do not want to take up much of the time 
of the Council. There are only two factors involved. Beason and 
Mntiment no doubt play a great part in this question, but one thing 
is that the arguments brought forward by Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 
and Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose no doubt are very formidable and I am 
sorry that past utterances of some of the ex-Ministers have raised a 
Frankenstein in this House. The question was raised how the system 
of dyarchy could be destroyed in this country. In the Government 
of India Act there is no provision by which we can defeat the object 
which we had in view when we were fighting against the system. The 
only weapon left to us is to refuse the salaries of the Ministers, which 
we did. Now we have come here in order to justify our existence in 
the eyes of the country and we are here as human beings, and we are 
not here as vindictive creatures in order to punish a thing which is 
already passed and gone. We do want to show that we adopt an 
attitude of benevolent neutrality, and I think we are justified in 
assuming that attitude. Besides there is a feeling in the country, 
both among Hindus and Muhammadans, that the back salaries of the 
Ministers should be paid. « 

Th« Hon'bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: This is a question which 
has to be settled by the vole of the House, and Government will act 
according to that vote, but I do trust that if the House passes this reso- 
lution, it will also pase the supplementary demand which will be neces- 
sary to give effect to it. The events which have led up to this resolu- 
tion are within the knowledge of all members of the House. I do not 
propose to touch on any controversial subject with regard to them. The 
matter is one for the Council to decide. The fact remains that these 
gentlemen have done the work for the period mentioned, and I take it 
that the Council do not wish to remain in their debt, and therefore 
I support this resolution. 

Mr. P. N. OUHAl I have nothing much to say in reply. 1 
express my deep gratitude to Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and other mmbws 
of his party for kindly taking an attitude which very well befits them. 

As to the question M the principle tlmt has been raised by my friend, 
Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta, of the Independent party, well. Sir, for 
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HImsis I am not in ft fitting mood to-day, nor do X wtil^ to 
onto inip any discnssion with anyone. If time allows and if other 
prorisioni dyer which the fighting may take place, comes np for dit- 
cmnion, and if my friend, Bahn Akhil Chandra Datta, can muster the 
courage of tearing himself away from the Swarajists, 1 will then show 
him where hia principle stands. 

All I can say, now, is that I am deeply grateful to the difierent 
parties who have kindly supported my resolution, and I hope it will 
be passed. 

Mm BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: On a point of order, Sir, 1 heard 
the Hon^ble Member say that if this resolution is carried, a supple- 
mentary demand will be brought forward. In that cnse can we, as 
on previous occasions when a demand is made, move various amend- 
ments suggesting reductions from He. 1 to Rs. 4,000? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a question which cannot be put to Sir 
Hugh Stephenson ; it ought to be put to me. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to : — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the salaries 
for the actual period of work be given to all the four Minis- 
ters who were appointed by His Excellency and who had to 
resign owing to the total refusal of their salaries by the 
Council.” 

The following reftolutions were not put us they were covered by 
the decision of Mr. P. N. Guha’s motion; — 

R&i PYARI LAL DOSS Bahadur: ” This Council recommends to 
the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of a 
supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Farl-ul Huq and 
A. K. Ghuanavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid* to them.” 

Bahu NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: ” This Council recommends 
to the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of 
a supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Faal-ul Huq and 
A. K. Ghuanavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Rai SAHIB PANCHANAN BARMA: This Council recommends 
to the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of a 
iupfdetnentary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Faxl-ui Hmi and 
A. E. Ghuxnavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
aa Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 



RBSOI^Om 


flOlH 


m 

. MmOvI ALLAH iUKNtH MRKAIIS Thin Council mommendc 
to tiic Government tbat a demand be made for provision by means of a 
supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. £. Fazbul Huq and 
A. K, Ohusnavi of their salaHes for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.’* 

Haji LAL MAHAMMED: ** This Council recommends to the Gov- 
ernment that a demand be made for provision by means of a supple- 
mentary budget for payment to Messrs. A. E. Fazl-ul Huq and A. E. 
Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked as 
Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Maulvi TAYEBUDDIN AHMEDs This Council recommends to 
the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of a 
supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. E. Fazl-ul Hu^ and 
A. E. Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have Wen paid to them.” 

Khan Bahadur Kazi ZAHIRUL HAQ: ” This (Council recommends to 
the Government that a demand be made for provision by means of a 
supplementary budget for pavment to Messrs. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq and 
A. K. Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which they worked 
as Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: ” This (k)uncil rei^ommends to the Gov- 
ernment that a demand Iw made for provision by njeans of a supple- 
mentary budget for jwy merit to Messrs. A. K. Fuzl-ul Ilufj and A. E. 
Ghuznavi of their salaries for the freriods for which they worked as 
Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to them.” 

Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: ” This C’ouncil ret^om- 
mends to the Government that a demand Ik? made for provision by 
means of a supplementary budget for payment to Messrs. A. K. Faal-ul 
Huq and A. K. Ghuznavi of their salaries for the periods for which 
they worked ns Ministers and for which no salaries have been paid to 
them.” 

Mf* A. F. RAHMAN: ” This Council m-ommeuds to the Govern- 
ment that a demand be made for provision by means of a supplementary 
budget for payment to Messrs. A, E. Fazl-ul Huq and A. E. Ghuznavi 
of their salaries for the perimls for which they worked as Minister.^ 
and for which no salaries have been paid to tbem:” 

Mr« RRBBIDENT: Hemanta Babu, one wonl before you move your 
motion. 1 have not yet in my possession the consent of the members 
whom you proposed in your motion. 
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Mii|^MANTA KUMAR RARKARi 1 Ml witikdiMr my wAim 

aftw • aWt statement. 

Mr. PMUIDENTl Is it necessary to make any statement? 

iabM HIMANTA KUMAR tARKARs It is a very skoH state- 
ment, Sir. 

Mft PREtIDENT: Well in that case you can do so. 

Mni HEMANTA KUMAR EARKARl Sir, I have been asked by 
my party to withdraw this resolution which questions the sanctity of 
the Pwinanent Settlement of 1793, The Green movement in Europe 
has meant a vast defeat for Bolshevism. 

Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTIl Sir, I rise to a point of order. 
With regard to the last resolution there was a division demanded quite 
in good time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Well, I think that is a reflection on the Presi- 
dent by the leader of the Nationalist imrty, 

Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTIS 1 mean no reflection, Sir, but 
I only mention it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Chakra varti, I heard Mr. Akhil Chandra 
Datta, but I heard him after I had given my final decision that the 
Ayes had it M(uoovei he calle<l for it almost in a whisper. 
He ought to have been (|uicker and raised his voice a little more. In 
these mutters you ought to be quick and bold. (Ijaughter.) 

Mr. AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA. The position is then hoi)elesH 
for old people. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Ilemania Babu, please go on. 

BMhi HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: It is my belief, Sir, that 
DO amount of amendments of the Bengal Tenancy Act will do any good 
to the country. It is high time that in a peasant point of view our 
political policies and programmes should be boldly enunciated. The 
erroneous idea of land proprietorship inaugurated by the Permaiient 
Settlement of 1793 has only given rise to a crop of litigation and there- 
by has caused a large income to the coffers of Government. I wanted 
to put a stop to that by having a strientific enquiry into that system 
of land settlement which has been conferred upon a certain class of 
people by the Pm'manent Settlement of 1793. But, Sir, for that I 
have been accused of Bolshevism. I only want to prevent Bolshevism 
and not to help it. I am, however, compelled by my party to with- 
draw this resolution, but on a future occasion I hop© to bring it up 
again. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Then you withdraw it? 
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■ten HfMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: I witbdnw the motitei. 

MMivi EKRAMUL HUQt Sir, I ri>e to a point of order. la he 
not bound to a«k the permission of the House to withdraw his motion P 

Mr. PRESIOEMTi No, not in the case of resolutions which ar® 
not moTed. 

The folowing motion was then withdrawn : — 

** This Council recommends to the GoTemment that a committee 
of the following officials and non-officials be forthwith 
appointed to inquire as to -who were the actual proprietors 
of land, according to the ancient law and custom of the 
country, and to advise what steps may be taken to modify 
in accordance therewith the idea of land proprietorship 
inaugurated by the Permanent Settlement of 1793: — 

Mr. Dwijadas Datta, m.a., a.e.a.c. (Cirencester), late 
Professor of Agriculture, Sibpur College. 

Ehan Bahadur M. A. Momen, Director of Land Records, 
Bengal (Otfg.). 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, m.l.c., zamindar. 

Mr. Ekramul Huq, b.l., m.l.c.. President, Tenants* Group, 
Bengal liegislative Council. 

Mr. L. Birley, c.i.e., i.c..s., Chief Secretary to the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal. 

Babu Atul Chandra Gupta, m.a., b.l., Advocate, Calcutta 
High Court. 

Babu Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, m.a., m.l.c., Secretary, 
All-Bengal Tenants* Federation.’* 

Piaot-Mforkart in Covartunant Praaa. 

Mft K, Cu RAY OHAUDHURIS After the last discussion on behalf 
of the Ministers for large payments, I now come to speak on behalf of 
poor men on small wages in order that some justice may be done to 
them. I beg formally to move that this Council recommends to the 
Government that a committee of officials and non-officials and repre- 
senta tires of the Calcutta Press Employees’ Asaociation be appointel 
to inquire into the existing system of piece-work printing in the Bimgal 
Government Press, to consider the grievances of the employees and 
to propose remedies therefor. 

The grievances of the piece-workers in the Bengal Government Press 
have been discussed in this Council in April, 1921, and January, 1922. 
Prior to that, viz,, iivl920, just before the reformed Legislatures came 
into existence, there 'was a devastating strike in €k>vemment presses. 
The strike lasted for several weeks, as Government failed to remove the 
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gri 0 vmi<^|. of tbe piece-worketra. Braina of kigli officials IBco Sir 
Tkomas ike tEen head of the Industries Department, Sir A* C* 

Chatterj#^ Sir Ernest Low, were taxed to the utmost to devise remedies^ 
Sir Thoihai admitted in his speech in September, 1920, in the old 
Imperial Council, that there were real grievances. I quote an extract 
from his speech ; “ It was evident that many of the men had been 
working unduly long hours because they could not otherwise earn 
sufficient wages.’* “ It was obvious ”, Sir Thomas said, that the 
burden of the work was unequally and unfairly distributed in such a 
way that some of the men were suffering possible damage to their 
health and consequent harm to their dependent families. We have not 
been content with the report of the Press Superintendent, and of the 
Controller, but we have deliberately encouraged the men to bring their 
grievances direct to us during our visits to the presses as well as out- 
of-office hours ”, A committee was formed, consisting of Sir Titaldas: 
Thackersey, as President, Hon’ble Mr. G. S. Ehaparde, as a 
member, and Mr. Ascoli, the present Controller of Stationery, as Secre- 
tary. Certain concessions were sanctioned, increase of the rate of 
piece-work which, however, did not affect the piece-workers’ earniuge 
very much, as they were already drawing war bonus, which was stopped, 
Mr. Ehaparde, however, wrote a strong note of dissent and said; ” I 
regard the large majority of the grievances as real and I am persuadedl 
that the abolition of the piece system and adoption of the general ser- 
vice will effectually remedy them.” Other concessions were made 
besides increase of the rate of piece-w’ork with promise to revise these 
rates from time to time — grant of leave of 16 days in the year — modi- 
fication of pension rules. In addition to these minor concessions, the 
Government of India issued certain orders on the 15th of July, 1920,. 
affecting the printing presses in Calcutta and elsewhere and I shall 
presently show that these orders were not properly carried out so far 
the Bengal »Secretariat Press is concerned. 

T have quoted extracts from Sir Thomas’ sjjeef h to show that he did 
not rely on the report of the Superintendent of the Press and also that 
he was not afraid of any committee that might enquire into the griev- 
ances of the press emplo 3 'ee 8 . I would just take a couple of minutes- 
to give you a rough idea of how the piece-workers fare at the Bengal 
Government Press at Aliporc. Take the case of a piece-work com- 
positor, and we have something like 180 of them. He has to depend oi> 
a salaried section-holder for the distribution of his day’s work. After 
the allotment of the work he has to indent for types from a salaried 
store-keeper, and the third salaried man who comes into play is the 
or type-supplier, and the fourth man is a porter, also a memthly 
paid servant who carries the case of types from the case-supplier te 
the compositor. I have described only a few links of the chain ©r 
♦Kf pieoe-work system, a chain that I shall explain to you presently' 
goes round the neck of the poor compositor and makes him under ike 
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Ifitem a mxti oi alsTe. Tlie compositor is at the mercy of the first 
three salaried meo for starting his day’s work, and any dilatoriness 
«n the part of these three men at times cost him i to hours’ loss of 
time. After the composition, he takes the matter to the galley proof 
pressman, another salaried link of the chain. The pressman takes an 
impression and sends the proof through a porter to the compositor, who 
has to see the section-holder again and subsequently the first proof 
reader, a salaried man. After correction, the compositor has to pay 
second visit to the pressman lor a second impression and thence back 
to the section-holder and to the second proof reader. The chain goes 
on — a third impression has to be taken and correction has to be made 
by u salaried reviser. After further correction, a fourth impression 
has to be taken, which is called a clean proof, and is sent to the author 
.as final proof. It is clear that a compositor has to depend on at least 
nine salaried men from allotment to completion of work, and, if any 
■of those men fail to do his work properly, the poor piece-worker’s time 
is lost. My complaint is, Sir, the system is a vicious one and the 
poor compositor has to move in a vicious circle. The salaried men 
are under no obligation to do their work promptly. This goes on 
•everywhere, as most of the employers present here will bear me out, 
whether in a merchant’s office, in a mill, in a Railway oflSce or a 
'Court, or even in a Bank. Promptness is not the order of the business 
in this country, excepting perhaps in the rac-e-course betting enclosure. 
It is no exaggeration when 1 say that the dilatoriness of the salaried 
links of the chain causes tremendous hardship to the piece-workers. 
It is on account of this and for other reasons that they have no piece- 
work in the large printing presses owned by the Bengal-Nagpur Rail- 
way, by the Eastern Bengal Railway, by the Calcutta Corporation and 
by the big commercial presses in Cahutta — the Edinburgh, the 
Caledonian, lialchund’s and the newspaper presses of Statesman, 
Patrika and other papers. My point is that industrialists and commer- 

<’ial men, who are out to make money, have discarded the piece system 

as not paying to them. They must have Wn convinced that part 

, -salary or time-work and part contract work in an Indian press cannot 

possibly conduce to co-operation, especially in India, where position 
:and office very often results in abuse of power. Mr. Christie, of the 
Caledonian Press, in his evidence before the Thackersey Committee, 
said that he had tried the piece system, but had abandoned it owing to 
the fact that for their work the system was unwieldy and expensive, 
as it involved an additional accounting establishment. To add to the 
miseries of the piece-workers, which I shall describe presently, labour- 
-saving apjdiances, such as Lino and Mono machines, have lately been 
introduced, and these machines, which naturally cost the jobs of many, 
:are used for printing matter which proves more profitable to 
the piece- work oompooitors than ordinary solid work. I am told that 
JLino operators in the"* (Government of India Press are salaried hands, 





wl^reM i|||i» 9 e in Ui© Bengal Press are piece»workm« I am iolil by m 
antAont;)|^ juintang business that tbese labour«8av|iig ai^liancas^ 
Imw anP^Mcmos, do not cause any ssTing in tbe cost of printing. I 
sball not detain you many more minutes before I finish. Will Mr, 
Donald be land enough to say, why men working over 10, 15 and even 
20 years, have not been taken on as permanent hands? Is it not a 
fact that the transfer of compositors from temporary to permanent 
establishments depends on the sweet will of the officers? Will Mr. 
Donald kindly explain why the Superintendent of the Press did not 
carry out the orders of the Government of India, dated the 15th July, 
1^0. on this point? I quote the following from the orders: ** With a 
view to remove one of the principal grievances of men on the tem- 
porary establishment, tbe Government of India have also decided to 
transfer a large proportion of such men from the temiwrary to the 
permanent establishment.’* Will Mr. Donald kindly explain why the 
orders of the Government of India regarding the institution of a pro- 
vident fund on the lines of 8tate railways were not carried out? Will 
Mr. Donald be good enough to explain why the orders of the Govern- 
ment of India regarding formation of works committees, composed of 
representative.s of different classes of workers and su|)ervising staff, 
were not given effect to? I have a personal connection with the for- 
mation of the.se committ(M»s. As an outcome of my resolution on 
industrial unre.st and after close investigation, Sir John Kerr, the Presi- 
dent of the Industrial Unrest (Vmnnittee and other members of the 
Committee, strongly recommended the introthiction of works com- 
mittee.s in many industrial establishments as a macdiinery to handle 
many petty grievances. In fact, if a works committ«*e existetl in the 
Alipore Press with representatives of piece-workers and salaried staff, 
the question of dilatoriness on the part of the supervising bonds would 
have been easily settled. I am told that the Bossies of the Press were 
opptjsed to the formation of a works c,c»mraittee. If it is so, I think 
their action must be strongly criticised, for I am convinned, from 
practical experience, that a woiks committee of the right tyi>e removen 
friction lietween the supervisors and the workers. In fact, there is a 
works committee of this kind in the Government of India Press. 

•Sir, I shall now deal with the question of pension of piette-workers. 
Mr. John Kerr (now Sir John Kerr), in his sp<»ech in this Council on the 
22nd January, 1922, said : Then, as regards the <|uestion of the average 
earnings to be taken into cahmlation in arriving at the pensions of 
piece-workers, the Council probably knows that in cases of ordinary 
servants of Government their pension is half the average salary of the 
three years preceding their retirement. It has been represented that as 
regards the piece-workers this system does not work fairly, beeauae a 
man’s efficiency’ at his work in earlier years falls off during his later 
years. A man of fifty is not so skilful as a younger man; his finger 
gets stiff, gets rheumatic, and so on, and his work suffers. In order 
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to obviate any bardftbip in thie respect, tbe rules already lay down ibat 
the pension of a piece-worker shall be calculated on his average eam^ 
ings for the last six years* service.** 

Sir, I have taken the figures of earnings from a piece-work com- 
positor of the Bengal Press. His age is 51. He has been working for 
the last 24 years and he tells me that his earnings have fallen from 
Bs. 90 to Bs. 40 in 12 years. I have taken the earnings of another 
man of 46 years; it has fallen from Bs. 100 to Bs. 65 in 8 years. I 
therefore appeal to Mr. Donald to reconsider the Pension Buies and 
check the figures and revise the rules from a humanitarian standpoint, 
I know of a case — the case of Chandi Charan Dey, an ex-compositor, 
who served the Bengal Government Press for more than 23 years. 
This fellow was declared invalid by Government doctors and recom- 
mended for pension by the then Deputy Superintendent of the Press, 
but alas! he got nothing; and what is he doing now? He is begging 
in the streets of Calcutta! This old man, with a record of 22 years* 
good service to his credit, is begging! I can give you many more 
instances of miseries of ex -piece-workers. Sir, these piece-workers are 
recruited from the class known as hhadralog — the lower middle-class — 
in a sense the backbone of articulate Indians with a fair amount of 
education and high standard of living. 

They work harder than the office clerks and have more unity and 
fellow-feelings. They organisetl a Union knoMu as the Press Employees* 
Association. The strength of that Union was so great in the past, 
that men like Sir Thomas Holland had to negotiate with that Union 
during the great strike in 1920, and even the late Mr. C. R. Das, our 
leader, helped them with funci><. My point is that, unlike the loose 
organisation of industrial workers, who only combine during a strike, 
the Union of the jiress employees is capable of offering fight. 

Sir, piece-workers do not enjoy the benefit of public holidays, Sundays, 
privilege leave, casual leave and medical leave, like the salaried hands. 

No work, no pay ’* may be all right as the guiding principle of leave 
rules framed by the shareholders of an industrial concern. The Bengal 
Government Press is not conducted for the benefit of any shareholders 
and is run or should be lun as any other Government establishment, vis., 
with due regard to efficiency and subject to all reasonable economy and 
the good opinion of the general public. We hear so much about running 
€k>vernment presses on commercial and industrial lines. State or 
municipal undertakings, and 1 wish there were more of them in India, 
can never be run on purely commercial principles, vis., profit and com- 
petition, for tlie simple reason that workers in State establishmmitB are 
tax-payers as well as wage-earners, and their health and comfort and 
well-being and standard of living must be carefully protected. We 
all know that the Eastern Bengal Railway is not a paying concm, bnt 
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that is why wages and conditicm o! work of mployees of that 

importaspliyttem of railway should be in any way inferior to any other 
branch ol State railway. There are hundreds of mechanics ^ployed in 
the Engr^ieering Department, Loco and Carriage Works of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway at Kanchrapara, Saidpur, and elsewhere. Are these 
mechanics employed as piece-workers? Decidedly not! Jessops and 
Bums and John King, executing large mechanical orders, pay their 
labour on piece system. Why, because it pays them to do so? I have not 
the least doubt that the Eastern Bengal Railway or East Indian 
Railway or any other railway will effect savings if they adopt the 
piece system; but they know that their savings will be absorbed by 
extra supervision and accounting establishment. I can give you facts 
and figures taken from a private press in supi^rt of my ocmtention 
and can very easily diemolish the bogey of running Government 
presses strictly on economical and commercial lines. Only yesterday 
Reuters announced that £20 millions sterling w'as paid as subsidy to 
coal miners on the same principle that I demand to-day. 


I visited the Press last Monday. Mr. Noi’ton, the 2iiu[)eriutendent, 
who has jealously protected the interests of press employees, showed 
me round the Press and explained to me the working of the piece 
8>(»tem. There was the universal cry there among the piece-workers 
for abolition of the system. A piece-man told me in the presence 
of Mr. Norton that he was ill for six weeks, and hadf to incur heavy 
debts; and that since his return to the Press last week his physical 
we.aknes8 prevents him from making even half his normal money. 
Of all the grievances that I discussed with the men and Mr. Norton, 
none is so strong as this question of leave. Under the present rules 
they are only entitled to 16 days* leave in one year. I call this 
absolutely unjust and iniquitous, for I know from personal experience 
that the Bengalis of the compositor and distributor class cannot pcmsibly 
keep good health and* appearance and attend to many of the social 
and religious functions with 16 days* leave in the year. When I met 
these men on Monday, in the presence of Mr. Norton, I saw paleness 
and cheerlessness written largely on the faces of these piece-workers 
and drew the attention of Mr. Norton to this. After all they are 
State employees and they should be treated on the same basis as other 
State employees. There is, for example, a partial piece system in the 
East Indian Railway Press in Fairlie Place and tbe piece-workers at 
the Press are entitM to 30 days’ privilege leave and 80 days* casual 
leave and medical leave, practically on full pay, based on average earn- 
ings. Why riiould not tbe same system be introduced in aiM>tlie(i* 
Imokch of tbe State service, vis., tbe Bengal Government Press? 
Sixteen days’ kave in tbe year and no pay for Sunday and pnblie 
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bolidays And no modical or cosiiol loftve^this must be oondeniiied, no 
matter what the Government of India has to say about this. They 
must have the same leave rules as the piece-workers enjoy in the East 
Indian Railway Press, vis., one month's privilege and one month's 
casual or medical leave, or whatever may be the East Indian Railway 
rules. There can he no question about this, and if we had dyarchy 
functioning to-day, and there is a Minister controlling the Government 
Press, he would have abolished the present iniquitous rules of leave. 
Why, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, when a member of the late Imperial 
Council, strongly supported the case of the piece-workers, and did it 
frcm personal knowledge, because he was the owner of a press. Why 
even Mr. C. R. Das, the President of the Press Employees' Union in 
1920, fought the case, of the press workers and, if I am not mistaken, 
our Hon'ble President had great sympathy with the case of the piece- 
workers. I say, therefore, that apart from any other grievances, the 
question of leave must be thrashed out, and that the best way to dto 
it is to appoint a representative committee and, if that committee decides 
after full investigation to modify the leave rules, the Hon'ble Mr. Donald 
w’ill no doubt. do his best to remove the cause of great suffering of the 
piece-workers at the Kalighat Press. I quote from a speech from our 
Late Minister, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, which he delivered at the 
old Imperial Council in 1920. He said; “ These men cannot work 
for 12 months without a holiday. There are seasons and occasions when 
they feel sick and when they cannot work. These were the points which 
I ventured to press uiJon the attention of Mr. A. C. Chatterjee, when 
he met in Conference to consider this matter, and he was good* enough to 
tell me that they would receive attention. Tlie appointment of a com- 
mittee would strengthen the hands of the Government. If the com- 
mittee support the position of the Government, that could enormously 
strengthen their hands. " In the words of Sir Surendra Nath I appeal 
to the Government to accept a small committee for investigation of 
the grievances of the Bengal Press piece-men and adopt such modifi- 
cation of the system in the Bengal Press and the leave rules as may 
be recommended by the committee. 

Sir, I am sure if the committee makes any recommendations, 
Mr. Donald will give effect to them, and I am sure he will not burk an 
inquiry. If he does, it will be misunderstood*, and people will come 
to the concluaion that there must be a lot of things which the Govern- 
ment ore not willing to publish. With these words I commend the rewv 
lution to the House. 


Milivi ll«l. NimUL HUQ OHAUDHURY: Sir, I could not get 
the consent of the l£>n’ble Mr. Donald and Mr. Martin, the Labour 
Intelligence Officer ; so, I omit their names from my list. 
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X wty of amendment, that in the motion of llx, K. 0. Bay 

Chandhiilti^ 

<t) liUM 2 and 3, for the words “ o^eials and non-officials and repre* 
sentatives of the Calcutta Press Employees' Association 
the worths “the foUowiiig^ members and two members of the 
Press Employees' Association to be nominated by them, fiver 
to form a quorum “ be substituted ; and 

(it) the following he added at the end, namely : — 

(1) Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri ; 

(2) Mr. N. C. Sen ; 

(3) Mr. S. N. Haidar; 

(4) Maulvi Amnnnt Khan ; 

(5) Mr. Mnhbubul Huq ; 

(6) Maulvi Wahed Hossain ; and 

(7) Mr. D. N. Roy, Barrister-at-I^w. 

Mr. M. OAUO: This piece system was introtluced for over half ar 
(!entury ago before which the salary system was in vogue. Since their 
the principle is one of no w'ork, no f>ay. These piece-workers, more- 
over, do not enjoy any holidays or Sundays or half-holidays. This is 
the principle on which the piece-workers are working at present iir 
Government press. At the time of the change, hopes which for some- 
time were not falsified were held out that the employees would he 
gainers thereby because at that time the section-holders were getting ar 
certain percentage on the total earnings of the piece-workers lielonging 
to their sections, and it was to their interest (o see that piece-workers 
earned as much as possible. But the practice was soon put a stop to 
and the section-holders were put on fixed imy and at present their in- 
come to a certain extent de})ends on the whims of the section-holders 
who are not at all mindful of the loss of time to piece-workers and for 
the prompt distribution of work. 

(At this stage the Hon ’hie the President left the Chamber and Raja 
Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri of Santosb took the Chair.) 

In the year 1914 Mr. Gilbert, the then officiating Superintendeulr 
passed an order that all “ Statement “ work, which was then profit- 
able to piece-workers, should be done under “ solid “ system. The 
change, since carried out, has seriously reduced their earnings and 
what is more, practically all “ Statement “ work is now done on the 
Mono machines. There are three departments which are at present 
paid in piece-rate system, vi*.: ( 1 ) the Lino Department, ( 2 ) Compos- 
ing Department, and (3) the Printing Press Department. But the 
clerical staff, officers, readers and heads of the three departments are 
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paid according to fix pay system and enjoy all the privileges axe 
sanctioned under Government rules and regulations whereas these pieoe* 
woHcers cannot have full satisfaction of their work. They have no 
privOege leave and other advantages enjoyed by other Government 
servants. 

Sir, in the Lino Department, Lino operators in all other offices in 
Calcutta such as in all English daily newspaper offices, and the Gov- 
ernment of India printing office are paid according to the salaried 
eystem with yearly increments varying from Rs. 50 to Rs. 175. 

But in the Bengal Government Press the operators are paid in piece- 
rate system which is quite inconvenient for them - to earn properly in 
comparison with other offices mentioned above, because there is no 
standard of work and there is also no fixity of work in the Government 
Press. In some other parts of India, such as Bombay, some printing 
offices established the piece system, but their rules and regulations 
are far better than those in force in the Bengal Government Press. 
They have kept only one sort of work in one measurement, so that all 
the employees can earn proportionately according to their ability. 
There are many other rules which I cannot mention within this short 
apace of time. The real difficulties are that piece-workers are not paid 
any emoluments for Government holidays including half-holidays on 
Saturdays and Sundays, and there is no privilege leave for them. Now, 
what are the difficulties that prevent these workers from earning their 
proper share. The difficulty is that it is always seen that the Lino- 
machines are worked in defective conditions for shortage of mechanics, 
there being no efficient mechanics to look after these machines. As 
«ooii as the machine^ is out of order, it cannot work and consequently 
Gie piece-workers cannot work and the poor operators suffer pecuniarily 
on the principle no work, no pay. 

Now, several sorts of work are composed — some of which are intri- 
cate and take longer time and some are easy. This work cannot be 
properly distributed, and so some people gain while some people loose 
in their earnings. If there is no lino-work, favouritism takes place. 
Nominally there is a rule for giving the charge, i.e., payment of 
operators for the stoppage of machines due to mechanical defects or 
shortage of copy. For these stoppages the operators have always to 
depend on the recommendations of mechanics or section-holders and 
overseers who do no< justice to these piece-hands, as they are being 
liighly paid by the office and they want to please the higher officers 
%y cutting the earnings of the piece-hands. And here also the ques- 
tion of favouritism comes in. If one can satisfy the man in charge of 
the department he will say — the machine is all right, you can work; if 
lie cannot satisfy him, then for a very slight defect in the machine he 
will say— I cannot i^w you to work. Naturally they have to go 
tiack to their house without any earning. This is the justice that is 
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huif to tibe«e worken. For those resMms I luMUrtily ini^Kurt tiio 
leM^iittW moved by K. C. Ray Chaudhttri that this system should be 
abolished* but before the system is abolished my friend has made a 
very modUst suggestion that there should be a committee and let the 
committee enquire into their grievances and then a decision can be 
arrived at with regard to this matter. 

Ubu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, 1 have much pleasuie in 
aupporting the resolution which has been ably moved by Mr. K. C. 
Bay Chaudburi. I am a resident of the locality in which the Alipore 
Press is located, I come across the men who work in the Press now 
and then and have heard their grievances fronj time to time. 1 have 
personally enquired into some of their grievances and I must state 
that though some of these appear to me to be fictitious, there is not 
the slightest doubt that most of them are real. Sir, these people have 
submitted an appeal to the meml)ers of this Council stating some of 
their grievances and I find that of the grievances which have been 
stated, the following ap|»ear to be real. They say that piece-workers 
do not enjoy the benefit of the public holidays, including Sundays, 
privilege leave, casual leave and medical leave like the other half of 
the Press, i.r., the salaried establishment. Holidays mean loss to their 
earnings but at the same time holidays are of the utmost importance 
('onsidering the very hard labour they have to undergo. In case they 
are absent, the pericxl of absence is deducted in such a way as to 
render their chance of earning a jjension a remote possibility, while 
the salaried staff are sure of a jiension after serving for a prescribed 
number of years. Then they state that it is a well-known fact tlmt m 
they advance in years their working capacity decreases, and with it 
their earnings, while the income of the salaried hands incre^s with 
years. 

Dr« M, W. Bt WOREMO: On a point of order. Sir, is the hon'ble 
member entitled to read from a paper which is not duly signed by any 
responsible person!' 

TIM OHAIRMAM (Ri|a SanmatiM Nath Ray Chaudhiiri af 
•antaah)! 1 think he i» perfectly entitled to read from nny paper he 
holds in hia hand, unless there is anything objectionable, and in case 
you hare any objection to take or if you wish to refute any aUtement, 
you can speak later on and do so. 

AMULYA DHONC AOOYl Thank yon, Sir. That ia the 
aum and substance of the grierances which, in my opinion, after ^oper 
enquiry, appear to be real. 
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Eow, tHe iuggestion wixich Kas been made by Mr. Bay Cbandiiuri 
appears to be a modest one. He does not ask us to grant the prayers 
of these employees at once. What he suggests is to appoint a com* 
mittee — ^a committee not only of the representatives of the aggrieved 
persons and non*officials, but also of officials, and he wants this com* 
mittee to enquire into their grievances. 1 know that as a matter of 
fact their wages under the piece system have been increased, but their 
earnings have been coming down from year to year, and, Sir, it is 
most desirable that an enquiry should be made into their grievances — 
otherwise the result w'ill be disastrous — disastrous to the public, dis- 
astrous to these persons and disastrous to the Government especially 
because, if you do not enquire into their grievances, if you defy their 
united prayer, they might create disturbances — they might go on 
strike. Under these circumstances it is most desirable that their 
grievances should be enquired into by a committee consisting of officials 
and non-officials. 

Mfi Ha BARTONS Sir, the mover of this resolution has gone very 
fully into the case. He has covered j)nictically all the grounds and 
there remains very little to be said. Assuming that all be says is 
correct, then I must say that it is a very deplorable state of affairs 
altogether. One naturally exfK^cts that Government ns an employer of 
labour should set an example to oilier employers; but in this case it 
would appear that the example that has been set by Government is a 
very bad one. Regarding printing presses, I happen to have connec- 
tion with n printing press myself. It was onc^ suggested to me that I 
shotild follow the system of Government on the piece-work lines. Not 
understanding what the system was, I asked to be supplied with the 
necessary information, and after going into it very thoroughly, I came 
to the conclusion that any man holding a press and working under 
that system could not have much humanity. The system is a driving 
system. It enervates a worker to an extent which can hardly be express- 
ed; and, as has l>een pointed out by the mover of the resolution, the 
nature of the work is such that, after a number of years, the com- 
positor finds himself becoming gradually handicapped and less and 
less able to give that particular outturn which would bring to him a 
sufficient remunemtioii. I am i-ather backward about expressing my- 
self too freely in regard to the attitude of Government towards its 
subordinate employees. But my experience in this connection has 
been that, while Government shows great concern for the higher offi- 
cials, they have the least sympathy and least consideration so far as 
tbe subordinate ranks are concerned. Any attempt on the part of 
^Uese workers to put up a case or to submit their grievances is gener- 
ally resented as a piece of im|>ertinence or, if the worker happens to be 
a Government servant; it is termed insubordination. I had a little bit 
of that experience myself and very recently too. If a class of workers 
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feel ev«rytliiiig » not quite ri^Kt witk tkem, it i« perlootb riflit 
thnt rfionld endenvour to brings it to tbe notice of tbeir em[ilo3revii « 
and if Ae employer is a reasonable person and if be wants to realise 
the beet from his workers, he will surely feel that he must treat the 
workers considerately and sympathetically. It is not askinjf too much 
to have a full investigation into the matter; and if the employer— -in 
this case the Government — shirks that enquiry, it is quite clear that 
everj^thing is not right there and that they are afraid to bring tbe 
matter into the light of the day. Now, the request put forward in 
this resolution is a reasonable one: and, assuming that all that has 
been said is correct, I do not think that Government will be unreason* 
able enough to refuse .sucli a reasonable request. It will cost them 
nothing — the enquii->’ will l)e held in (’nlcutta— no one will have to be 
brought from other parts t)f India and this w'ould have involved Gov- 
ernment in a certain amount of exjiendiiure, they are all on the sjwt, and 
I think Government will W rendering a service not only to the 
employees, but also to themselves by making an enquiry that is here 
asked for. 

Reference has been made by a sfjeaker to a strike which t<K»k place 
some time ago. Well, on the question of strikes one has t^> la* verj^ 
cautious indeed. My experieiut* is that (foverniiieiit is not always 
intimidated by strike threats, they are always ready to meet the situa- 
tion should their employees take that step, and I have always l>eeii 
rather inclined to doubt whether these strikes lead to anywhere; hut 
certainly in the prese!»t case, if these employees are goaded to take this 
step, I say, (lovernmeiit will not be able to meet the situation as easily 
us may be expecte<l. Personally I feel that Government should avail 
themselves of this opimrt unity, and ap|K)in( a committee to investigate 
the w'hole matter. 

Personally I feel that this particular class of workei has a right to 
come to this Council for redress. If the worker feels that he is neg- 
lected, and his endeavours to obtain redress from Government in the 
ordinary way fail him- -I understand the workers have an AssfK’iation, 
but whether that Aflusociation have approached Government to give them 
a committee of enquiry has not been stated by tlie mover of the reso- 
lution. I think they ought to be heard. Even so it is my expeHence 
that if this Association endeavour to have some sort of investigation 
by the authorities who are responsible for the work in the press they 
are more or less likely to have it, but in this resolution a particular 
request is made that a committee be appointed to go into the grievancas 
of these employees. They come to this House to help them in this 
matter and as the request is a very reasonable one I do not see why the 
House should refuse it. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment the Hon*ble the President in the Chidr.] 
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Til# Noil’Mi Mr« !• O0ilAI.QS One miglit think, Sir, from eome of 
ike epeeches that hare been made that there is grave suffering and 
grave discontent at the press at Chetla. This is not the case. There 
is not a more contented body of men really than the men in the press. 
There was, as Mr. Ray Chaudhuri has mentioned, a committee in 1920 
which dealt with press matters and ever since that time we have 
been improving things in the press, and we had no complaints. 
Suddenly without any personal representation to the Superintendent, 
without making any complaint or without any representation whatever, 
the employees sent in a memorial to Government. They had had no 
grievances before that; everything was done suddenly and without 
giving the Superintendent any chance of hearing or redressing their 
alleged grievances the workmen sent in a memorial to Government. If 
they had any real grievances surely one would have expected that they 
would mention them to the Superintendent, so the charge that there 
is grave suffering and discontent in the press falls down entirely. It 
would be quite a different thing to come and ask for a committee of 
enquiry if they had any grievances and had brought them to our notice. 
So far as I know they never talked akiut them at all ; they merely sent 
in a memorial which has l)een dealt with and turned down. They might 
have said something and as they have not done so it cannot be said 
that there is grave suffering and grave hardship among them. The 
conditions are indeed such that we could without the slightest delay 
or difficulty replace the whole of the staff. There is not the slightest 
inclination on the part of any one to leave the press. If we look at 
the memorial, and we have had some extracts from it, there is not a 
single suggestion in it that the wages they are getting are not living 
wages and not at all fair. As a matter of fact, with reference to 
Mr. Barton's remark that their labour is extremely severe and arduous, 
I may say that they have been working far less hours than is permis- 
sible under the Factories Act. They have, owing to a misinterpretation 
of the Act, been working for only 40 to 50 hours a week. 


Or# BIOHAN OHANDRA ROYs May I enquire from the Hon'bte 
Member what the memorial consists of P 


Tilt HonnH# Mr. d. DONALD l I shall come to that shortly. 

Mr. Ray Chaudhuri referred to a resolution of the Government of 
India dated the 25th J uly 1920 and he asked me why we had not carried 
out several of the ordera of the Government of India contained in that 
resolution. The answer is simple. That resolution iqpplied to the 
presses under the eoodrol of the Government of India and not to the 
Bengal preas. We with our own press as we think best and the 
Government of Indians orders were not binding upon us. 
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No 4 memorial started by asking for the introdnctioii of a time* 
scale <4 4*^7* ^ose piece-workers wanted to be placed in tbe same 
position as tbe permanent clerical staff. They would like when they 
get ol^ to get more pay and do less work. That is a position we 
cannot undertake to agree to at all. They are industrial labour and 
not clerical labour, and cannot be put on the same footing as the clerical 
staff. This question of piece-work was dealt with by tbe Piece Workers* 
Committee of 1922. That Committee dealt with the piece-work system 
in all its details. Those who would like to study tins question fully 
might read the Piece Work Committee*s report. Here I may briefly 
mention the grounds of objection to its replacement by any other sys- 
tem. In the first place we must remember that the work in a Gov- 
ernment press is quite different to the work in private presses. We have 
straightforward solid work continuously going on ; it is quite 
different from the ordinary job and contract work of private presses. 
The conditions in the two are quite different and this is one of the 
reasons why presses adopt a different system to that followe<l in the 
Government press. Of course a slacker would like to go on a time* 
scale and draw as much money for as little work as he can as the 
aealous worker who i.s energetic. If we had a salary system on the 
time-scale, or whatever system may be followed, the first thing that 
would happen is that there would be a great reduction in the outturn 
of work of the existing staff and this would mean a great increase in 
the cost of establishment to cope with the work. It would alst» mean 
that the workers would have to go on to a salaried or wages scale similar 
to that in private presses and the effect would he that they wotihl dmw 
much less pay than they are drawing now. They ask for a time-scale 
now Well, as a matter of fact the piece-worker has what is caller! 
a grade pay. A piece-worker has a certain grade of salary which he 
is paid when he is doing work which cannot be determined by the. 
piece. This gradually improves according to his earnings as a piece- 
worker. As his piece earnings improve his grade pay improves and he 
secures the benefit of this when on hour work and for tbe admissil lo 
days of leave. This is more like a salary which corresponds to the 
market rate. If we adopt the system followed in private presiies ef 
salaried wages it follows that the men will be paid by the hour ^md 
not by the piece, they will get les.s thou they are drawing now., and 
it is more than likely that they will not do very hard work if they can 
get pay by doing as little work aa possible. 

Further under a salaried system or a time-scale extra supervision 
would be required to see that the workers do not slack. This means 
a considmable increase in the mipervising staff. Then it is difficult to 
get rid of the slacker. Private presses can get rid of slackers very 
eaaily hut in Government institutions it is one of the hardest thiiigf 
im earth to get rid of the slacker. 
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I would like here to mention what the employees themselTes really 
think about this question. In the year 1915 the binders of the press 
actually applied to go on piece rates; we allowed them to do so tmn* 
porarily for one year and they liked it so much that it has been going 
on since. It has been asserted that it is the salaried men who do alt 
the damage and create grievances among the piece-workers^ yet in the 
memorial mention is not made of all the salaried men but of one class 
only. They have nothing to say about the section-holders, but only 
about the time-checkers. 

However let me turn to the grievances, the so-c^led grievances in 
the memorial. I beg your pardon; there is a reference to section- 
holders. They do mention them, but it is the time-checkers who are 
said to be responsible for cutting their earnings. The first reference is 
to a decrease in earnings. Now the piece-workers’ earnings to some 
extent must depend on the amount of work they do; and consequently 
if we keep the same niimber of men the wages of the workers must 
fluctuate with the amount of work to be done. If the work that has 
^0 be done by the same number of men diminishes it is natural there 
night be a diminution in the earnings of the men generally. We could 
easily maintain the earnings tci the same rates if we got rid of some 
f these men on the temporary staff, but it may be that in the following 
week or month there comes a larger rush of work and wo have to get 
these men back to work again. We have accordingly to adjust things 
as best as we can, as the outturn in work fluctuates. And it is prefer- 
able temporarily to allow a small fall in earnings while keeping all 
the men, than to keep up the rate for a few and discharge others to 
earn nothing. Wo cannot luljust constantly to meet fluctuations of 
work and it is jK>ssihle that wages may go down at one time and up at 
another. If work shows a .steady diminution, then wages cun be kept 
up by getting rid of the sui)erHuouK men. 

Mr. Baud has referred to the necond griex'auce, the change to 
** solid, ” and has said that the saving to Government has come out 
of the earnings of the workers. The change, I may say, has resulted 
in the saving of many lakhs to Government, but this did not come 
out of the euniings of the workers. With the reduction of work which 
4l produced, the number of men employed had to be reduced, and this 
change did not affet*t the remaining workers in any way ; it was all a 
cose of wljustiug numl)ers employed to the work remaining to be 
done. 

Then the next statement that was made is that there ia a gulf of 
difference between the earning of the piece-workers and that of the 
salaried hands. This was not the case when the memorial was sub- 
mitted — for when salaried posts for which the piece-workers were 
qualified become vacan^^ the piece-workmen would not take the appoint- 
ments because they were themselves earning more as pieoe-wnrkefra. 
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W« altetred this since tbe memmial was submitied, by raising 
the salitfy^ of tbe posts to which they could aspire, in order to induce 
them to accept these posts, and they will now get the adrantage of 
it. 

The next complaint is that these men are at the mercy of the time- 
checkers who cut down their earnings. The situation is other than 
as represented, for as a matter of fact the time-checkers were verj^ 
slack and were not cutting the times sufficiently. The Deputy Super- 
intendent himself made an experiment in order to find whether they 
were charging correctly and he found that work was being ovendiarged 
and actually what had taken 4 or 5 houi*s previous to his enquiry was 
found possible in 2 to 3 liours. 

Then, it is said that these men do not enjoy the benefit of public 
holidays. They do enjoy the public holidays, but naturally they do not 
get paid for Sundays and holidays — ^they do not work on those days — 
this is the essence of the pie<'e-w’ork system. 

In regard to this same (luestion of leave, these men talk of the 
unhealthy conditions under which they have to work. Well, I would 
ask anyone here to go round and see the Press in which these men work. 
He will find no btdter Press in India — no better, no more airy, no more 
comfortable building than our Press, where the eonditiotiH are ideal. 
These men talk alK)ut unhealthy conditions? They do not exist. 

Now, about tlie lesive they get as piece-workers. They get 10 days' 
leave annually credited to them to cover absences during the year. At 
the end of the year they are given a sum e(|uivulent to their grade pay 
earnings for 10 days to cover the days they have been absent. As a matter 
of fact, some of the men do not absent themselves for the JO days. »So 
in addition to their grade pay for the full 10 days they actually draw their 
actual earnings for part or all of the time which this concession is 
intended to cover. So, there is not much in the complaint, when we 
find them working on the days when they are supiHjsed to be on leave. 
Under this system they drew hist year as much as Rs. 7,f)00 as extra 
leave pay in addition to their own. 

As to i^ensions for these piec'c-u'orkers, there is nothing in the 
complaint, and an examination of some of the pension papers will 
show that there is nothing to complain of on this score. 

I think, Sir, that these remarks cover the different items contained 
in the memorial, and ae I have said there is nothing in these iietna. 
We are carrying on the system which a committee only 2 years ago laid 
down as the beet system for Government presses. If we make a chango 
from that system, tbe expenditure would be so great that it might be 
far cheaper for us have our printing done in outside presses, la it 
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l)etter tliat we should spend more in sending our worh to priyate 
preiuies, letting our labourers also go there and earn mueh less than 
they are doing now, or to have a contented staff drawing good pay and 
working under conditions second to none in India and at more economy 
to Government? As I have said, there might have been a case for 
enquiry into these so-calied grievances if they were real and if we had 
turned them down after hearing all they had to say on the subject. 
No complaints were made to us verbally and it was all on a sudden that 
we get a memorial without any warning. I do not believe for a moment 
that there is any grievance on the part of the workers, and if there is 
any, I am quite willing, as is Mr. Woodhead as well, to go into the 
matter. I may also add that they have no better friend than 
Mr. Norton. If they will come to us with anything they want to 
complain about, we are quite willing to see to it, but they have not 
done BO, and, until they do so, and not come behind us in this fashion^ 

1 am not prepared to agree to the apjK>intment of a committee. 

Mr. K. C* RAY CHAUDHURI: I have listened with great patience 
to the points mentioned by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald in replying to my 
resolution. His first point is — why did not these press men go to 
Mr. Norton and complain. The reason for this is obvious, because they 
knew very well that Mr, Norton’s hands were tied with regard to the 
question of leave and pension and therefore they got up this memorial 
and submitted it on the 22nd of Tanuary through Mr. Norton and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald to the Governor. Was not that sufficient notice 
that there were plenty of grievances? Did Mr. Norton tell the pres5 
men that if there were any grievances he would deal with them ? He 
was rather annoyed, because a memorial was submitted. 

His next point was that the Government of Bengal did not follow 
the recommendations of the Government of India, The Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald himself has admitted that the Government of Bengal 
followed the Government of India’s recx>mmendationB when they intro- 
duoed the pension system. Why take a part of the recommendations 
and not follow the whole. After all you ought to have altered the 
conditions of those working in the press according to the orders of the 
Government of India after the committee sent in their recommenda- 
tions. Well, Sir, he says that if the salaried system was introduced 
the men would earn leas, but we all know that the Calcutta Corporation 
have got the salaried system and do the men there earn less than in 
the Government press? 

His third point is that the Government of Bengal press has a special 
kind of work to do. but does not the Calcutta Corporation press do 
aimilar kind of wfok? Have they not reports to submit, agendas to 
print, and all sorta o|;etaUetioal work to do? All these are exactly 
of the same oharaoier as that of the Bengal Government press. Then 
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tli« Member mentioned the o*te ol the slaokeiY. Lelohuid 

and the (pedonian press pay salaries. Are they thereby encouraging 
slaekneeaf I know that in Oovemment emplo3rment there are more 
slackers Hum in the private presses. In the law courts why do they 
grant two or three months* leave? In the High Court the clerks get 
two months* holiday in certain departments, and why in the case of 
the press workers you apply the rigours of commercialism? Why don*t 
you apply the rigours of commercialism to the employees of the High 
Court? He then said that the men were offered the salary system, but 
they refused it because in that case their earnings would be less. Here 
I have got a statement signed by two hundred men in whit h they say 
that they want to work on time system and are willing to accept any 
salary, even the same salary as the private presses pay. If there are 
slackers in the private press they can get rid of them by dismissing 
them. In the Eastern Bengal Railway press they have got the salary 
system and surely the Eastern Bengal press* is not a private concern 
and since they have got that system, are we to suppose that they are 
encouraging slackers? The Hon’ble Member said that when 16 days** 
leave was offered, the men did not avail themselves of it, and preferred 
to work. This is due to the simple fact that they cannot make both 
end.s meet and in order to get a few more rupees they preferrwl t<i work. 

I know of men who are in debt and in order to pay off the debts they 
have got to work on holidays. The Hon*ble Memlier said that in regard 
to pension he was following the orders 0 / the Government of India and 
may I ask why he did not follow’ their orders for instituting provident 
fund? He takes only part of the recommendations and ignores the rest„ 
because it does not suit him. 

Then I think Mr. Donald has not replied to any of the other jw)ints. 
His reply was very vague. All the argument that he has adduced is. 
that there is no demand for extra leave and that these men work on 
holidays without taking any leave. This I have replied to. Hon'ble- 
Mr. Donald failed to reply why provident fund and work (committees ♦ 
were not introduced in Bengal press as recommended by the Government 
of India. 

The following amendment of Maulvi Md. Hurul Huq Chaudhuri 
was then put and lost ; — 

“That in the motion of Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri : — 

(») lines 2 and 3, for the words * officials and non-officials an^ 
representatives of the Calcutta Press Employees’ Associaiton' 
the words * the following members and two members of the 
Press Employees* Association to be nominated by them, ffv# 
to form a quorum * be substituted ; and 
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(ii) the following be added at the end, namely : — 

(1) Mr. E. C. Bay Chandhnri; 

(2) Mr. N. C. Sen; 

(3) Mr. S. N. Haidar; 

(4) Maulvi Amanat Khan; 

(6) Mr. Mahbubul Hnq; 

(6) Maulvi Wahed Hossain; and 

(7) Mr. D. N. Roy, Bar-at-Law.'* 

The following motion was then put and agreed to : — 

** Thi« Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
of officials and non-officials and representatives of the 
Calcutta Press Employees’ Association be appointed to 
inquire into the existing system of piece-work printing in 
the Bengal Government Press, to consider the grievances of 
the employees and to propose remedies therefor.” 


Provision for tho primary oduoation of tho deprossod oiaites. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS In regard to item No. 16, there are two other 
motions analogous to it, viz.. Nos. 36 and 61. If the movers of these 
resolutions are prepared to m(>ve them as amendments, they may do so, 
otherwise their rescdutions w'ill fail after a decision has Ijeeu reached 
on resolution No. ItJ. 


Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAE: I move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that Rs. !2,00,(X)0 be earmarked every year in the 
Educational budget for the primary education of the students of the 
^depressed classes. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

” Sir, though a Sw-arajist, I have been compelled to put before the 
House this resolution by the urgency of the matter and I can say that 
if we had real power I would have either asked for a crore of rupees 
for the some purpose or moved for the intnnluction of compulsory 
primary education. Most of the money provided \n the education 
budget is spent on higher education and for the Inspecting Staff, and 
thus the community for which 1 make this demand and which is <MHn« 
posed of 80 per cent, of the total population goes even without efficient 
primary education. 
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Onr eof^onity wutte primary eduoation. It has bo need of 
lug'her ed^feliltioii which is beyond its means and which is nnsnitable 
for its conditions of life and its purposes. We are told both by Govern- 
ment and by our fellow-countrymen that education alone can lead us 
to Self-Government but, in practice, we do not see that anythinif is 
being done for the spread of education. A large part of the scK'ial 
body is lying inert for want of education and is frustrating by its inac- 
tion all our agitations for Swaraj. It is, in fact, an obstruction in the 
path of Swaraj. We realise that suitable measures for the educa- 
tion of the depressed classes cannot be taken without Swaraj. But we 
must, in the meanwhile, give them what enlightenment we can and 
thereby help them to realise their situation and con.sequently I approach 
the House with this demand for a paltry sum for the edu(‘ution of the 
vast, neglected portion of our society.’’ 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, 
that in the motion of Dr. Mohini Mohan Das, line 2, for the figures 
2,00,000,” the figures ‘‘ 3,00,000 ” he substituted. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“ I move this amendment because I think a great deal of money is 
required for the education of the members of the depressed classes for 
whom this demand is made. We ronslantly hear of want, but we 
actually find that while money is not wanting for all sorts of puri>o»es, 
none is available for education. It is unjust that nothing should Iw 
given for the education of those from whom all money is received. 
The House may laugh at my interest in the depressed classes but I 
am closely asswiated with them and I know their condition. I know 
that most of the unrest and trouble in the country are the work of 
these classes and unless we give them enlightenment, we cannot 
expe<*,t any unity or peiu*e in this country. The depressed (dosses 
form a large percentage of the iKipulation both among the Hindus and 
among the Muslims, and quite a lo^ of money is needed for their educa- 
tion. So I move this amendment.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Sahailitrs Sir, I 
withdraw my motion, but I support Dr. Mohini Mohan Das’ resolution. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn: — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY OHOUDHURI WiMur i Thii 
Council recommenda to the Government that Rs. 60,000 be earmarked 
every year in the Educntional^udget for the education facilities of 
the students of the depressed classes.” 
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iiblf CHAIIU OHANORA OASs 1 more, by way of amendmont, 
tbai tbe roflolutioA of Dr. Hobini Mohan Das do take the following 
form; — 

** This Conncil recommends to the Government that at least t#o 
lakhs of rupees be earmarked every year in the annual 
budget of the province for expenditure for advancement of 
education of the depressed classes, and that the amount sanc- 
tioned be equitably distributed amongst the several sections 
of the community.*' 


1 have kept one thing in view, namely, education and advancement 
of the depressed class in Bengal. This class, as the members of this 
Council are aware, are the most backward almost in every respect, 
chiefly for lack of education, and though according to the last census 
their number is about 1 crore and 49 lakhs out of a total Hindu popu- 
lation of a little more than 2 crores, forming about three-fourths of 
the Hindu population of the province, their position in the political 
and social spheres of the country is almost insignificant. What is this 
due top As they are unable to assert themselves in the social policy 
of the country for want of spread of education amongst them, their 
influence so far in other directions is almost next to nothing. The 
country has now realised that with this three-fourths of the Hindu 
population of the province in a miserable and lethargic state, clinging 
to the society in a heli)lesg condition, improvement in the social and 
political status of the country leading to self-government, so earnestly 
desired by all the parties, will be very slow if not altogether retarded. 

I crave the permission of the House to point out that education and 
nothing but education is the only remedy which may i>rove to l>e the 
panacea for this social and political illness, and I therefore ask for 
your indulgence to point out a few causes of complaint on behalf of 
the depressed class of Bengal and the way these complaints can be 
removed, at least to some extent, by earmarking the amount asked 
for for this purpose. I am sure there is none in this House, to whatever 
political party he may belong, who will not sympathise with the cause 
of the depressed class in this province. 

First of all, we shall have to start from the bottom. The depressed 
class boys, for the poverty of tbejr parents or guardians, are unable 
even to take advantage of the facilities which the primary schools of 
the country generally offer in this respect. At present, I understand, 
there are a very few stij^ends for depressed class boys in some upper and 
lower primary schools, but the number of these stipends is so smal),* 
that it is doubtful if these scholarships are at all serving the practical 
purpose for which they are meant. Where one hundred requires your 
assistance, you are stretching your helping hand only to one, and it 
Is nothing but a hdcketful of water tin a parched field. Even this 
primary education will remain inaccessible to most of the depressed 
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class boy*^t%iileS8 a substantial number of scbolarsbips or freesbips is 
prorided. "Ifberefore, if tbe amount asked for is granted, a fair portion 
of it will iive to be spent in granting stipends to tbe poor and deserv- 
ing boys of tbis class. 

It is necessary in this connection to find out definitely wbo belong 
to tbe so-called depressed class in this province. I have heard of cases 
of persons wbo do not admit themselves to belong to the depressed class 
in society, but coming forward and actually dividing tbe little privilege 
which tbe Government have given to tbe depressed class, enjoying at 
tbe same time tbe social advantage along with the higher classes. This 
is generally happening in the <‘a.He of distribution of Government iKWts 
and other patronages of the Government. This anomaly is to be removed 
and the classes to be included in the “ depressed class ” are to be 
defined or made more susceptible to a definition. 

For the present, the <*las.sification of the backward or depressed 
classes, as enumerated on page 189, Part I of the Report of the 
Calcutta University Commission, may be accepted for the pur()ose of 
education, Government service and other Government patronages. 

Another important matter to which I want to draw the attention 
of the Council in this connection is, that a class of the depressed people 
styled Namasudras are the chief inhabitants of the tw’o districts of 
Eastern Bengal forming alxnit three-fourths of the j^pulation of these 
places. The benevolent Christian missionaries are amongst them to 
uj»Iift these people in their moral and ]K)litiaul status, and through 
their influence and owing to the preiMuiderance of the number of this 
class and the consec|uent concentration of efforts, they generally catcdi 
the eye of the Government whenever the existing privileges come to be 
distributed amongst the backward classes. The other depressed classes, 
who are worse off, are sc'attered over the whole province, and their 
numerical strength being weak, their interests are generally neglected 
for their inability to make themselves heard. 

I should here mention one instance. There is only one hostel for 
the depressed class students in Calcutta subsidised by the Government, 
and to this the students of the above-mentioned Namasudra class only 
are admitted. 

Many attempts were made to get students of the depressed class 
of other castes admitted, but were unsuccessful. There should also be 
arrangements for accommodating the boys of other castes of the 
depressed classes. 

So if any money is specially granted for this purpose, means will 
have to be found for its equitable distribution amongst the various 
sections of the depressed class. But these are matters of minor import* 
ance, and if this resolution is carried, and the Government give effect 
to it, I do not apprehend any practical difficulty in its distribution 
according to the varying interests involved. If it is the desire of this 
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Council to treat the members of the depressed class as their comrades 
and lellow-vrorkers with equal rights and privileges in their attempt to 
win swaraj for this country, if it is their desire to see them in their 
District Boards, Local Boards, Union Boards, Municipal Councils and 
other self-governing institutions, side by side with those who belong 
to the more advanced class of the community, helping them as 
colleagues and dividing the fruits of their labour in equal partnerdiip, 
then I can safely trust to the good sense of this Council to give them 
the means by which the struggling members of the so-called depressed 
class can be made to raise themselves from this depression. Without 
facilities for education — moderately, if not liberally, provided for tbe 
class which forms a great bulk of the community — the idea of United 
India and the idea of a nationality amongst us will be nothing but a 
mere dream. 

With these remarks I beg to confide the resolution to the care of 
this Council. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI BahMiur; In the 

January session of 1924 of this Council I put the following question 
and obtained the following answer, my object being to get an idea of 
the present educational policy of the Government with regard to the 
education of the depressed classes: — 

Q , — “ Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Education pleased to state whether Government contem- 
plate earmarking a portion of money in the Education 
budget for the boarding-houses of the students of depressed 
classes in the districts of Bakarganj, Faridpur and Khulna.^' 

A . — The answer is in the negative. No scheme for the constnio 
tion of 8u<*h boarding-houses is ready for submission to the 
Government.** 

When the budget was presented to the House, to my great mortifi- 
cation I found that no special allotment was made for the educational 
facilities of the depressed classes, and in my budget speech of 26th 
February, 1924, I bitterly and vainly complained of this to the House. 
I also drew the attention of the House to the breach of the solemn pledge 
and iwlicy of Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, late Minister in charge of 
the Department of Education, enum‘iated in his speech of Ist March, 
1922. 

Sir Provash said: ** Babu Nirode Behari Mallick and Bhifhmadev 
Das have referred to grants of scholarships and free ^udentships to 
members of the backward classes for the improvement of education 
amongst them. I may tell the House that I have the utmost sympathy 
with their demands'hnd, subject to financial limitation, I shall try to 
help them. I may also tell the House that in the supplmnentary 
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budget Depertmeut has placed before tbe Fiaaaoe Department^ 
there are|peTi«io]i8 for the grant of scholarships and free studentships 
as W1 a|l4ther provisions for the improvement of education amongst 
the backi^ classes.’* 

The Hon’ble Minister in the course of his budget speech did not 
say a word about it nor about my complaint and since then nothing- 
definite and real has been done. So I thought it proper to bring up 
a formal resolution, which is No. 35 in the list. As there i» little 
chance of reaching it, I take this opportunity of supporting this resolu* 
tion. 

The total population of Bengal is 47,592,462, of which 20,809, 14K 
are Hindus, of which again more than half come from the depressed 
classes, and it is a well-known fact that the education amongst these 
classes is abnormally backward. The reaaon is not far to seek. They 
have not yet got any special encouragement or facilities for etlueation 
from the State, though the educational improvement of backward (‘lasses 
has been the settled policy for some time past of some other pnjvinces^ 
say, Madras and Bombay. Among the Native States, Bui'odu has 
shown a glowing example of this. His Highness the Maharaja of 
Baroda, after repeated failures and waste of State money, has at la.st 
succeeded in improving the education of the backward classes in his 
State. He has not only opened free schools for their education from 
the State, hut has awarded many Hcholarships ami free studentships to 
poor and deserving boys of these classes and the result is not unknown to 
any one of us here. 

(^iii it 1m* conceived that nearly (juarter of the iM)pulation will ever 
remain ha(‘kward? 

If we want to imi)rove their mental and moral visions, if we want 
to teach them thrift, agriculture and industries, if above all we want 
to make them good citizens, we must give them proper education, and 
is it not the duty of the State to give them adequate encouragements 
and facilities, for their education? They are not only backward but 
they are poor and it is therefore all the more necessary that there should 
be State aid for their education, I myself do not belong to the 
depressed class, but to press their very just claim I hove brought for- 
ward my moderate demand to establish a policy long due, which I hope 
the Government will admit and accept. 

If it be the settled policy of the Government not to give them any 
special State aid and to keep them ever in darkness, the darkness, I 
am afraid, will create despair and I will not tell you, Sir, what despair 
will lead to. To reject light-heartedly a very m^est and just demand 
of a quarter of the whole population of the province, who form the 
bulk of the masses and are still inarticulate, will be a very unwise^ 
policy which has hitherto been pursued. 







Council to treat the members of the depressed class as their comrades 
and fellow-workers with equal rights and privileges in their attempt to 
win swaraj for this country, if it is their desire to see them in their 
District Boards, Local Boards, Union Boards, Municipal Councils and 
other self-gtoveming institutions, side by side with those who belong 
to the more advanced class of the community, helping them as 
colleagues and dividing the fruits of their labour in equal partnerriiip, 
then I can safely trust to the good sense of this Council to give them 
the means by which the struggling members of the so-called depressed 
class can be made to raise themselves from this depression. Without 
facilities for education — moderately, if not liberally, provided for the 
class which forms a great bulk of the community — the idea of United 
India and the idea of a nationality amongst us will be nothing but a 
mere dream. 

With these remarks I beg to confide the resolution to the care of 
this Council. 

Rii SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI BalUMlur: In the 

January session of 1924 of this Council I put the following question 
and obtained the following answer, my object being to get an idea of 
the present educational policy of the Government with regard to the 
education of the depressed classes : — 

Q . — “ Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Education ]|e jjleased to state whether Government contem- 
])late earmarking a portion of money in the Education 
budget for the boarding-houses of the students of depressed 
classes in the districts of Bakarganj, Faridpur and Khulna.*' 
.4 . — ** The answer is in the negative. No scheme for the construc- 
tion of such boarding-houses is ready for submission to the 
Government." 

When the budget was presented to the House, to my great mortifi- 
cation I found that no special allotment was made for the educational 
facilities of the depressed classes, and in my budget speech of 26th 
February, 1924, I bitterly and vainly complained of this to the House. 
I also drew the attention of the House to the breach of the solemn pledge 
and policy of Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, late Minister in charge of 
the Department of Education, enunciated in his speech of 1st March, 
1922. 

Sir Provash said : " Babu Nirode Bebari Mallick and Bhishmadev 
Das have referred to grants of scholarships and free riudentships to 
members of the backward classes for the improvement of education 
amongst them, I may tell the House that I have the utmost sympathy 
with their demands and,, subject to financial limitation, I shall try to 
help them. I may also tell the House that in the supplementary 
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bad^l my ||t|)artin«at lias placed before tbe Finaaoe Department* 
ibere are pimeioiui for the grant of eoboUrsbipe and free itudenbliipt 
as wdl as op^ provisions for the improvemmit of education amongst 
tbe backward clasdes/’ 

The Hon^ble Minister in the course of his budget speech did not 
say a word about it nor about my complaint and since then iiothing^ 
di^ita and real has been done. So I thought it proper to bring up 
a formal resolution, which is No. S5 in the list. As there is little 
chance of reaching it, I take this opportunity of supporting this resolu- 
tion. 


The total population of Bengal is 47,692,462, of which 20,809,148 
are Hindus, of which again more than half come from the depressed 
classes, and it is a well-known fact that the ©ducntion amongst these 
classes is abnormally backward. The reason is not far to seek. They 
have not yet got any special encouragement or facilities for education 
from the State, though the educational improvement of backward classes 
has been the settled policy for some time past of some other provinces, 
say, Madras and Bombay. Among the Native States, Baroda has 
shown a glowing example of this. His Highness the Maharaja of 
Baroda, after repeated failures and waste of State money, has at lust 
succeeded in improving the education of the backward clusses in his 
State. He has not only oi^ned free schools for their educati<)n from 
the State, hut has awarded many scholarships and free studentships to 
poor and deserving boys of these classes and the result is not unknown to 
any one of us here. 

('an it he conceived that nearly (jiiarter of the f)opulati()?i will ever 
remain backward? 

If we want to imj)r()ve their mental and moral visions, if we want 
to tea<h them thrift, agriculture and industries, if above all we want 
to make them good citizeus, we must give them proper education, and 
is it not the duty of the State to give them adequate encouragements 
and facilities, for their education? They are not only backward but 
they are poor and it is therefore all the more necessary that there should 
be State aid for their education. I myself do not l>elong to the 
depressed class, hut to press their very just claim I have brought for- 
ward my moderate demand to establish a policy long due, which I hoi)e 
the Government will admit and accept. 

If it be the settled policy of the Government not to give them any 
special State aid and to keep them ever in darkness, the darkness, 1 
am afraid, will create despair and I will not tell you, Sir, what desjmir 
will lead to. To reject light-heartedly a very modest and just demand 
of a quarter of the whole population of the province, who form the 
bulk of the masses and are still inarticulate, will be a very unwise^ 
policy which has hitherto been pursued. 
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Th» mrthy YipmeiitfttiTe of tli« depressed clssMB ip tUs €oiii|j^^ 
Dr« Mohiai MoMaa Das, in tbe last session practically made a 
in the shape of a question to reserve some seats for admission oi^ lioys 
of depressed classes in the Dacca Medical School. Dnfortnnately the 
Hon’ble Minii^r could not see his way to accede to it for reasons which 
are untenable and fallacious in the face of it. To turn out doctors 
from the depressed classes will have a very salutary and far-rea<diing 
elect amongst them and I need not dilate upon it. 1 fail to see the 
wisdom of refusing the request, which is one of the facilities without 
any State expenditure. Does it not show the lack of Government’s 
sympathy for the classes in the plains of Bengal, though similar back- 
ward hill tribes, wbo are under the great patronage of Christian 
missions, are lavishly favoured with State aid and encouragement. 
Sir, this short-sighted policy of dilerent treatment should no longer 
he continued. Hitherto there was an apathetic attitude of these classes 
towards education, hut now, Sir, I am sure there is genuine desire — 
a craving I should say amongst these classes to educate their children. 
Government should not overlook this just and genuine desire and miss 
the opportunity to elevate the backward classes by giving them reason- 
able encouragement and facilities for education. If we take up and 
carry on the policy for some time there will be good and proper educa- 
tionists among them, who, in time, will pursue this policy and arrange 
their education without similar State aid. 

I can tell this House there is no free primary school in these centres, 
no primary school with State aid only, no boarding-houses for the 
depressed (dasses constructed by State aid, no adequate boarding-houses 
or living accommodation in high English and middle Englitjh school^, 
no capital grant for the school houses recently established and recog- 
nised in these centres by purely private enterprises, which should draw 
the attention and sympathy of the Government. 

Sir, I have always noticed with great attention that Goveirument 
have always expressed their solicitude for the welfare of the masaes. 
Do not the backward classes really form the masses? And what can 
be more conducive to their welfare than their educational improvement F 

Tilt Hoil'bl# Sir ABD«UR*IIAHIMl Sir, I have listened with great 
interest to the sfteeches that have been delivered on this question. I 
am really pleased to find that there are some members in this House 
who take an interest in the question of primary education for the 
benefit of the depressed classes and other poorer classes. The question 
of education of the depressed classes is a part of the much larger ques- 
tion of primary education, and Dr. Mohini Mohan Das is quite right in 
drawing our attention to the question of primary education, because 
it undoubtedly is a most important problem in the education of the 
province. It has been Complained that we do not spend enough money 
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Besiibt 4ri mre ootuiidering wkfttker ihe time Sim ao 4 Airived lor tliis 
psimiice And lor tlm Couacil to eee tketr way to support m compreboii* 
aiv# moMure ielutiiig to primary educatioii. We are in fact at preaeiii' 
iiontemplating a comprehensive Bill which 1 hope and trust Oovem- 
ment will be in a poaition to place before the Council noon dealing with 
the question of primary education generally. Government will have 
to ask for the full support of this Council, because it will mean a oon* 
siderable outlay, and that we cannot meet unless the province is pre* 
pared to pay the cost. So far as the depressed classes are concerned, 
there is one important fact to be borne in mind ; it is very difficult to 
define the depressed classes. Again, wherever we have any primary 
schools, whether manageil by a municipality or a local boanl or union 
board, cbildi-en belonging to all classes, without distinction, are 
admitted to them. We do not set up any barrier against any clans, 
depressed or otherwise. The members of the depressed classes have 
every opportunity of sending their children to these schools if they so 
desire. There are certain classes undoubtedly who have to be spebi- 
ally treated, for instance, the Sonthals, bill tribes, etc, ; they have 
vernaculars of their own and their special needs have to be specially 
ct>nsidered. We do provide especially for those classes. Borne of the 
movers of the resolution apparently have not sufficient information as 
to what Government is doing at present for these classes. We are not 
spending Ils. 50.(KK) only, as Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri 
Bahadur professes; we are spending much more than that; we are 
spending as a matter of fact Rs. 1,12,000 for the special needs of the 
backward classes, which include the Boitihals, the hill tribes, a section 
of the Namasudras and others. We have provided for them some 
scholarships, and grants-in-aid to missionary schools which cater for 
their education, and in various other ways Government has provicM 
for their education. If you are not satisfied that we are doing enough, 
we will take your proposal into consideration, but I do not like, so far 
as primary education is concerned, that there should be any distinction 
or that aay separate school should be set ap^ for any class. The 
schools shodd 1^ open to all, and, as I have said, ibe depressed ciasaes 
are welcome to any schools maintained or aided by Government. That 
is the princiide upon which we are acting, and the resolution before 
ibe House really wants to adopt a narrowm* {uinciide. I advise tlm 
House not to accept it, as it is a wrong principle. Government is 
trying to do its best few the poorer classes and 1 hope that Govemnirat 
w^ be soon in a positbn to do sotnaibing comprehensive for ^ 
educatum of the maesee in Bengid genarally. 



MuM AMINAT, to •ii]^<^ tjbe rmokiim 

by »y boo’lfo jMeii4^ |foliti^ Mobaa Dm, but 1 wUk to a 
wovd* idatiiig to tbo d^imilied; mtl^ the opfMwed, ekom* 1 
tile idofifOMed daa iO i abo ioclnde Mi)&Mni]iiada& pabiiqiii&»bM>1iita 
^aliar«i fiaheniieii, day-labourers and cultivators; tliese elasm 
no aduoatum wbatsoever. In Idam tbere ia no caste distmctson^ but 
tbese pm men kave got tbe lowest status in society imd, mb muk, 
tbey ougfbt to be considered as defiressed classes and be gives tbe 
pitvileges of those classes. 

The motion that in the motion of Dr. Mohini Mohan Das, line 2, 
for the figures “ 2,00,000 the figures “ 8,00,000 be substituted, 
was ^en put and agreed to. 

The following motion was then put and lost : — 

MNl OHARU OHAMDRA DASs ** This Council recommends to 
the Government that at least two lakhs of rupees be earmarked every 
year in the annual budget of the province for expenditure for advance- 
ment of education of the depressed classes, and that the amount sanc- 
tioned be equitably distributed amongst the several sections of the 
community.*’ 

The following motion was then put and agreed to : — 

This Council recommends to the Government that Rs. 8,00,000 
be earmarked every year in the Educational budget for the 
primary education for the students of the depressed 
classes.” 


Ragiftrulitfi of Buainsts Namti. 

Mf* di OAMFRBLL RORRSBTCRt I beg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that legislation be undertaken at an 
emly date for Bengal on the lines of the Burma Registration of Busi- 
ness Names Act, 1920. 

In mbving this resolution, I may mention the fact that the Home 
Government passed a Registration of Names Act, which provided that 
all persons carrying on busmesa within the United Kingdom must 
trade under their own names or submit to registration. It also pro- 
vides that every individual and firm required to be registered must in 
all trade circulars show cards and Bnnneti Lstferr on or in which the 
business name appears and which are issued or sent to any person in 
any part of His Majesty’s Dominions in legible characters. This Act 
came into operation on December 22nd, 1916. I can quite understand 
that thMe are some people who are desirous that their names should 
not be revealed in connection with business, but it might be pointed 
out to these pereons, whu are desirous of concealing their idmiiity. 
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Tbe Bebgaji Chaniber and tbe Trade# Aaaociatkm of Caloutta reoo^ 
nine ike nioiaaity lor aomeibtng in tW nature of tkia Act lor 3engal^ 
and they lum been in commnnicatioB with ibe Gk^remment sanoe I91dr 
and on the 27tb Auguet, they reteired the foHoiruig conunnniqiiA 
from ibe Gbremment of Bengal — 

** The Goremment of Bengal informed ibe Caloutta Trades Associa- 
tion that the introduction of a Registration Act in India 
on the lines of the Business Names Act in force in the 
United Kingdom has been submitted to the Government 
of India and that the orders of that Government were 
awaited/’ 

But 8<» far nothing further has been done. The Calcutta Trades A#- 
sociation received a letter from the Punjab Trades Association, dated 
the 20th November, 1920, stating that they are in complete sympathy 
regarding an Act applicable to the whole of India, similar to the 
** Burma Act ”, for the registration of business names, which came^ 
into effect on Ist June, 1923. It affects professional and business meor 
and traders who carry on business under assumed names without dis- 
closing their own names and those of their partnei-s. The persons or 
firms who are affected by the Act and who must register are : — 

(1) every firm carrying on business under a business name which 

does not consist of true names of all partners who are in- 
dividuals and the corporate names of all partnws who arw 
corporations; and 

(2) every individual carrying on business under a business namw 

which does not consist of his true name; and 

(3) every individual or firm who or a member of which has either 

before or after passing of the Act changed or added to» 
his own name; and 

(4) wWre a firm, coiporation or individual carries on businesa,. 

whdlly or mainly as nominee or trustee of or for any firm,, 
corporation or individual, the first mentioned firm, <*(n^ra- 
tion or individual. 

Pdhire to comply with the Act involves lialnlity to a sentence ol 
in^tinsoniiient for tl^ months or a fine of Re. 300 or both. It is 
provided that when eitfaur acboordilig to the customs of his race, aeot^ 



tor 9^^ IW im^gm^ l*y two 
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ipraetioe, btaa dwigiiatad liy two wwnM wliick are 
different, tlia name by which he is most commonly known^ ahhU be 
deemed to be his name for the purpose of the Act. 

The registration of partnership to some extent oTerlapped the 
compulsory registration of business names, but these questions should 
be giren for each subject 

(1) To identify alien interests. 

( 2 ) To compel disclosure of assumed names, thus facilitating and 

{ rendering more precise commercial transaction. 

Legislation of this, description has been found necessary for Home 
and, in my opinion, it is much more necessary for India ; in fact, it is 
essential, so that business can be put on a straight and fair footing. 
It is imperatire that we should have this Act put in force for Bengal. 
I would point out in this connection the large number of purely 
Indian business (mostly small concerns) carried on under European 
names. In many instances, it is only a desire to use names of highly- 
placed officials, such as Curion or Lytton, or well-known men, merely 
with the intention of using them as an attractive advertisement; but 
<^ne is compelled to come to the conclusion that it is often done with 
the distinct intention to imitate and deceive, and undoubtedly very 
frequently with successful results. Firms in England and other 
countries are misled in correspondence on business matters by the 
titles and signatures of European names by those who assume them. 
Bankers are similarly misled by signatures on documents, believing 
firms or individuals subscribing assumed names are Europeans. 
People residing in the mufassal and district are misled in their deal- 
ings with those persons who assume European names. All firms 
■should be compelled by law to hove their own names printed on the 
firm's stationery. ^ 

I trust this will not be looked upon by any manner of means as a 
racial question. It is a question that affects the Indians, who are 
living in the mufassal as much as the Europeans. We may differ in 
•our views in certain matters, but I personally do not think, although 
in some matters we may be o]qf»Qsed to each other, that when it can 
be plainly proved that any smsure that is bmng advocated is for the 
benefit of Bengal as a whole, that opposition for the mere sake of 
^opposition wiU take place. f 

1 led sure that the ntembm of this Houee will be oonvineed 
ibis meamne is a aeoeminir^ oaa aaii will do good to all and only barm 
to Ikooi who do not wiahrto havo a elnttgki dud. 
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Bart#||l BoVert.-^West End Tailor. 

MadMa Box.-«-Oentla»an’g Tailor. 

Otiaieii Boot and l^oe Mannfactnrij^ Cmapaay. 
ScientMIc D;dtig and Olaaaing Otmipan^r. 
Electrical Medical Hall. 

Madam Maude. — Dreagmaker. 


According to Shelly, “ Human pride i« akilfnl to intent moat 
eerious names to hide iU ignorance.’’ 

All these names that I ‘have given are mere holes in the wall, 
where the owner could reach any of the articles while seated — the aise of 
an ordinary Home Orange Box. 

1 was informecl by the Secretary, Calcutta Trades As»o<‘iation, that 
there was an Indian firm who advertised under the well-known namn 
of Baliner Lawrie, a brand of cheeroots, and the applicants had to 
apply to a box number, but the well-known Balmer linwrie had nothing 
whatever to do with the advertisement. 

Here are a few more instances of a similar type - 

Mather & Co., 102, Clive Str«*t!. — There was an oiiginal Mather. 
He does not now exist. The firm is entirely Bengali. 

G. R. Knowles A Co., Strand R«iad. — There was originally a 
Mrs. Knowles. She is no longer in the business, which ia 
now entirely owned by one Sarkar, a Bengali. 

While bankers arc similarly misled by signatures on dm uments,. 
believing that firms or individuals subscribing assumed names are 
Europeans or fii*ms of big standing, thus deceiving of the public doea 
not stop here, but also renders it difficult where recourse to law la 
necessary to trace the actual proprietors (hereof. If the partners are 
men of straw, bidden in one of the many rabbit-warrens that are met 
with in all the big towns of India, and if the partnership is camou- 
flaged in the mauner indicated, then it becomes extremely difficult, if 
not impossible, to fix the responsibility on the right person. 

I am aware that the Gkivernment will bring forth the argument 
that there are difficulties in the w^ay with the Hindu joint family oon« 
cams, but Mr. B. L. Mitter has jiut up a valuable note on the same, 
which I bring to the Government’s notice. He says; — 

** My proposal practically treats a Hindu joint family as a single 
partner, and provide Ibr the compulaory regiatfatiim of nil 
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ly joint family btuineM, with no stxanger in it,; i^iigiatlll^ 
tion would not be neoeseary, but directly a atrani^r ia 
introduced into the bueinees, the partnership would become 
contractual, the contracting parties being the joint family 
as a unit on the one side and the stranger on the other* 
Eegistration would then become necessary and the joint 
family would be registered in the name of the Karta or 
head of it, whose declaration would bind all the family. 

In regard to small and single venture partnerships, Mr. Mitter 
nlso points out : — 

** These are habitually registered without any trouble and at a 
very trifling cost; and that the latter should be and aie 
governed by the law which regulates partnerships, so that 
if it is the Hindu joint family difficulty that is the only 
stumbling block that keeps the Bengal Government from 
putting the very netjessary Act on the Statute Bo<dc, I 
think that it can be readily overcome. 

Therefore, I appeal to this House to pass this resolution and, know- 
ing as a body, we are anxious to do justice all round, I think I have 
pointed clearly that injustice is done and will continue to be done until 
we have an Act such as the ** Burma Act ” for the registration of 
business names. England found the need of it. Burma found the 
need of it, and I know the business community of Bengal feels the 
need of it. I leave it to the House to decide, and feel, iu doing so, I can 
•alely rely on their decision. 

Tilt HOfl^blC Mr* d. DONALDS This resolution is one with which 
the local Government have always been in sympathy. The difficulty, 
however, lies in the fact that legislation on this subject is a matter for 
the GK)vemment of India, and all that we can do is to make a further 
recommendation — in fact, to repeat the recommendation we have made 
on two occasions and to forward the conclusions of this House to-day. 

The subject was firs* started in 1917 by the Calcutta Trades Associa- 
tion. They asked us then to undertake legislation on the lines of the 
Registration of Business Names Act on the same grounds that Mr. Camp- 
bell Forrester has mentioned. I need not waste the time of the Council 
by repeating them. At that time we obtained the opinion of business 
firms concerned and recommended this kind of legislation, not only on 
Die grounds urged by the Trades Association but also because a measure 
of this kind seemed to be necessary in order to regulate alien trade 
SB India* The Goventmani of India themselves raised the queetaon in 
and asked us to coaWlt commercial opinion. They then said that 
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of bniiiiegs naaiM or the re^etmtiou of partnemhip»--^ivo 
qnestuma'Mieh rather oreiiap each other-Hmlees there wa« a geaaral 
<if cominercial opinion in favour of it. The^ alecl^ reftaied 
to difficulty ariaing out of the joint Hindu family ayitein. We 
coDsttited oonunercial opinion and, in March, 1920, we told the 
Govemmmit of India that there was sufficient support from the com- 
mereiid community to justify le^H^dation and that we felt that the 
difficulties in regard to joint Hindu family business were not insuper- 
able. The Government of India tboufrbt these difficnlties wwe, how- 
ever, too great, and they came to the conclusion not to proceed with 
the matter — this they told us last year. Mr, Campbell Forrester baa 
referred to the Act in Burma, but thwe it was a simple matter, as 
they have not the same difficulty in Burma in regard to joint Hindu 
families. As Mr. Campbell Forrester has said, this question has come 
up more than once before the Associated Chambers of Commerce and 
the Trades Association has again referred to it. The position, as far as 
we are concerned, is that although we quite sympathise with 
Mr. Forrestef's proinwal, it is not within our power to legislate, but 
I am quite prepared to foru'ard this refsdntion to the Government 
of India 

BalNi NALINIRANdAN SARKERl Does the Hon’ble Member 
oppose or support the resolution H 

The Hoii’lila Mr. 4 . DONALD: I do not object to this resolution. 
If it is carried, I propose to send on the resolution with a recommenda- 
tion in its favour. 

SalMl DEit PROiAO KHAITAN: This resolution, which has been 
moved by my hon’ble friend, Mr, Campbell Forrester . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Khaitan, please tr>' to be as brief as 
possible. 

MNi OEil PROtAD KHAITAN: Yes, Sir, I shall tiy^ to be as 
brief as possible. This resolution involves questions of great importance 
not only to merchants and firms carrying on business in big cities and 
on Urge scales, but also poor persons and firms carrying on small 
business in the remote villages. The resolution, on the face of it, 
assumes an appearance of great elegance and is characterised by inteii* 
tions that persons who carry on business should be honest and straight- 
forward and should register their names. On its face it appears that 
it is a very simple proposition; but, Sir, if we take into consideration 
the fact that very small firms also carry on busiaeM in remote villages 
in the interior, this House will at once understand the diifieultiqp to 
whieh theee small firms would be put if registration of their names 
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Urn, fftko tho eofe, 8ir» of grooerf eariTt&g on bniiness in totaote 
ir]li«gw*->-ia a remole village in the mterior^in {mitaerahip hetween 
two or three {wreonf. If a law this nature » enacted, it will he 
necessary for these persons, when starting business, to go to a lawy^, 
either in the subdivisional, or in the district town and make ovt lim 
necessary applicatioii and have it registered. This process will have 
to be repeated each time when a new person is taken into the linn, 
or an old person dies and his heirs are taken into the firm. If we 
remember the nature of the business and of the families who carry 
on business in India, not only families governed by the Mitakslunii 
S<diool of Hindu liaw but also the Dayabagh School of Hindu Law, 
we find it happens that more than once a year there is a change in 
the eonstitutimi of the firm. It is all very well for my hon’ble friend, 
Xr. Campbell Forrester, to say that there are some firms who carry on 
business under assumed names and who want to make out an appear* 
ance that their business is carried on by Europeans and not by Indians. 
He gives one or two cases of this nature. But I may tell him that 
hardship will be imposed on lakhs and lakhs of other cases of persons 
who carry on their business quite honestly and in I'espect of whom 
it is not at all necessary that law of this nature should be enacted. 
Rif, a provision has already been made in the new Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure whereby suits can be instituted by and against firms in the 
firm names. Much of the difficulty that existed before the new Civil 
Proc5edure Code was enacted bos disappeared ns a result of that pro- 
vision. Formerly what happened was that suits had to be instituted 
against firms in the names of the partners constituting that firm, and 
if there was any mistake in mentioning the names, difficulties about 
partnership arose and the plaintifi was put to a large amount of costs 
and consequent harassment. But now, since the Civil Procedure Code 
has been amended, the plaintiff is at liberty to institute suits against 
the firm in the firm name and the Civil Procedure Code further pro- 
vides that the defendant firm c^an be called upon to disclose the names 
of the partners carrying on business in that firm name. Rule 51 of 
the Civil procedure Code provides that if there is a decree against a part- 
nership firm in the firm name, execution can be taken out against the 
partners in the same way as if a decree was passed against the partners 
in their own names. Consequently, it will appear that much of the 
difficulty that existed previously has now disappeared by reason of the 
new Civil Procedure Code. Where is the reason then that a law of 
this nature, which will involve lakhs and lakhs of firme—lng and 
small — ^that carry on business not only in big cities but also in remote 
villages — ^to impose this additional expenditure and this additional in- 
convenience on them, via., that each time there is a change in the 
eonstitutioit they will have to go and register their nameeP The ease 
haa^een put forward by ^^r, Campbell Forrester that any firm dealtng 
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'wUek it ii lMliag, bat tint other firm con be called npoo to diaelM 
^ their partnen in writing when starting bnsinsai 

Mr. ForriH^ kas talked of foreign firms in France, or in Eagland 
or in Ckmntny carrying on correepondence with a firm in India under 
^ aMumad wanm. Does he think that it will be possible that a firm 
in England or in France or in Qermany will ask some representative 
in India to go to the Registration Office in the interior—* it may be 
some village in the interior of a subdivision — ^to find out who are the 
partners of that firm carrying on business under an assumed nameP 
That would be impossible or rather a thing which will never happen. 
8o that the relief which Mr. Forrester expects to get by this ligislatimi 
in favour of the foreign firm will never come to fruition. Rather, 
they will work in a far more greater sense of safety than before, in 
that this law will be in force; and they will feel that such assumed 
names are no longer practicable and in that further sense of security 
they will be further put to the trouble which they may get afterwards 
by having acted under a wrong impression. At present, whatever 
correspondence is started, they got reference through their banks in 
India and the names of the partneiK who carry on business under any 
particular name. If Mr. Forrester thinks that any foreign or any 
firm in India carrjHIng on business with other firms is put to any serious 
difficulty, I think it is due more to an assumed sense of inset^urity 
or assumed sense of injury done than any reality about it. If he looks 
up the records of the High Court, he will find that in very few cases 
this question of disputed partnership really arises. Almost all the 
cases — whether of arbitration or otherwise — are decided without 
difficulty and the question arises in the High Court only once or twice 
in the year, and almost similar is the ease in the Small Cause Court. 
A large number of firms who carry on business in Bengal should not 
be made to suffer by reason of the acts of dishonesty on the part of 
a few, and those acts are committed — I am speaking from personal 
experience — when that firm really becomes insolvent, and it will not 
be posailile for the creditor to realise his due from that particular 
firm. It is only in such cates that partners who are really members 
of a firm deny partnership. Otherwise partnership will never be, 
denied if the firm is in a fiourishing condition. Another difficulty 
might arise if provincial legislation is undertaken. Firms which are 
constituted in another province may carry on business in this province, 
as is done now. If there is any dissimilarity of law in regard to 
matters of this nature the other province may get advanta^ over 
Bengal, and I do not see why Bengal should be put to such serious 
inconvenience. It is a matter which should have a similarity of legis- 
lation in all the provinces and therefore it it one which slmuld only 
be dealt with by the Ijegiilative Assembly and not by a provincial 
Legislation. * 
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Mr. 4 , MMrtiLL FUgMiTiHl In my rnply I be 
l>nel, a« tbe hour 10 late and 1 am very impatient altar a Tery dmiy 
day> work. Sir, the buainess commimity find that we haTe tbe greatest 
|)ossible difficulty when questions of legislation arise in many cases in 
jgetting at the principals of the firms. This measure will lessen that 
difficulty. In the second place I may say that a great deal of trouble 
takes place at present about firms doing business under assumed names 
and people in the mufassal, both Indians and Europeans, are Tery 
frequently deceived. My proposal is that the present firms need not 
change their names at all, but that their partners should print Uieir 
names in their correspondence and on all their stationery. That is one of 
the ways in which everybody concerned will know who the partners toe. 
I know the difficulties in the way with regard to the family system* but I 
have pointed out how that can be overcome. This will also help to save 
foreign firms from being deceived and doing business with question- 
able people and giving them credit, which they sometimes do to their 
regret. Finally I should like to thank the Hon’ble Mr. Donald for 
recognising tbe necessity of this measure and assuring me that he 
would approach the Qovemment of India on this subject. 

The motion of Mr. J. Campbell Forrester that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that legislation l>e undertaken at an early 
date for Bengal on the lines of the Burma Registration of Business 
Names Act, 1920, was then put and lost. 


AdJoumniMl. 

The C/Ouncil was then adjourned till 3 r.v. on Friday, the 11th 
December, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


ProMtdiligs of tlio Boiifil Logltlillvo Counoil amiiiblid wMor Hit 
provltiom of ^ Qofommoiil of Indio Aot 

Th* Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
«on Friday, the 11th Df^eember, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


The Hon^ble the President (Kumar Sma Shsohaebswao Eai) m tbe 
Oboir* .tbe lour Hon’Ue Members of the Executive Council, and 116 
nofeinated and elected members. 
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„ ^ "®"“ CHAMDRA ■AOOHIt (a) WUl the 

Hon ble Member m charge of the Department of Education be pieaaed 
to fltat^ whether it is a fact that school Sub-Inspectors are not giren 
any houfe-aliowanceP 

(by U it a fact that they are required to locate offices in their own 
dwelling-houses ? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware of the hardshipe which these 
officers hare to face, speciaUy when posted at an out-of-the-way 
station P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving these 
officers house-allowance at the rate suggested by Mr. Biss in his report, 
Chapter VIII, page 61, or making any other suitable arrangements 
for their accommodation P 

MEMBER in ohtrgt of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tlio 
Honlito Sir AbiMir-Rahkii): (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) The fact has not been brought to the notice of Government. 

(d) Government do not consider that the Sub- Inspectors require 
separate house accommodation for their offices. They spend most of 
their time out of headquarters and carry with them any records con- 
nected with their inspection. No inspecting officer in the Department 
outside Calcutta is allowed any house-allowance and there is no reason 
why the Sub-Inspectors should be given such allowance. 


Biirtfivaii Dlstriol BwE. 

^LXXXVII. Baby SARAT BHANDRA BABUl Will the Hon*ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(i) when the present District Board of Burdwan was first consti- 
tuted; 

(it) when its present Chairman and Vice-Chairman were elected 
or appointed under section 22 of the Bengal liOcal Self- 
Government Act of 1885 ; 

(m) when its present members were elected and appointed yiider 
the said Act; m^d 

(te) when the fijnst meeting of the said District Board was hoMf 
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(it) The present Chairman was first elected by the old Board on the 
dlst January ^ Ififi, lehieh wis appreired by Government under section 
22 of the Local Self-Goremment Act in February 1918. He was elec- 
ted again as Chairman by the existing Board on the 14th Itorember, 
1918, which was approvi^ by Government on 18th December, 1918. 
Government have no information as to when the present Tice-Chairman 
was elected. Fnder section 23 of the Local Self-Government Act the 
eleetiott of the Vice-Chairman does not require the approval of any 
authority. 

(tit) The member is referred to the Divisional Commissioner’s noti- 
fication, dated the 24th October, 1918, which was published at page 
1536, Part I of the Calcutta Gazette of 30th October, 1918. 

(vc) 14th November, 1918. 


Diilriot and Looal ioarda of iurdMii. 

•LXXXVIll. Baku (MtflAT BNANDIIA BASU: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state why no election of the members of the District Board 
and of the I^al Boards of Burdwan was held after the expiry of three 
years from their election and appointment? 

(h) Does the reason for not holding a fresh election on the expiry 
of the said three years still subsist P 

Tlia Hofililo Maharaja K8HAUNI9H CHANDRA RAY Bahadvr 
of Nadia: (a) and (5) The reconstitution of the District and liocal 
Boards in Burdwan was due by the end of 1921. About this time the 
number of members of these local bodies was increased and pro}>osaU 
reallotting the elected seats on the difierent Ivocal Boards were under 
consideration. The election of members of Local Boards was also held 
up in view of the proposed amendment of rule 1 of the Election Rules. 
This rule, which was finally amended early in 1922, was to have come 
into operation three months after its publication. The dit^ribution of 
the elected seats on the TiOcal Boards to different groups of TTnions 
which was made by the District Magistrate, was, however, found to 
be defective, and revised proposals, w^ere called for. The District Magis- 
trate submitted such proposals on the 21st November, 1922. They were 
partially approved, but the District Magistrate was asked to submit 
further proposals with regard to the Katwa subdivision, which were 
received on the 28th ' ^reh, 1923. A notification disirihutiiig seats of 
Boards according to groups of Unions was issued on the M April, 
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aomdiiig lii ivUc]i ml# of lioeftl Bouds ik^haiMi wtvt 
ted* teq^%tu^ % , f^stlier t«lerenee to the C eia i>ii<i4 ftP«y tlie 
DIftrict ^ not uaiil end of NovepiW 1923 UmI tke 
Botidcetiott QmfDtiBg tliese errors wee printed in. the vemeooler end 
published witmn the areas to which it relates. Instructions were 
issued in the beginuing of 1924 for the preparation of TOters* lists in 
the different subdiyiiions. These were coitfplided by the end of August 
1924, and the elections actually held in the J^oTemhex: fplloifiog. The 
elections in the Sadar Local Board were, however, found to be irr^lfur 
as, through an oversight, 18 members were allowed to be elected in 
place of 16, which is just two-thirds of the total number of members 
(24) constituting the Local Board. As the local Govemmmit had not, 
under section 9 of the Local Self-Government Act (as amended by 
Schedule I of the Village Self-Government Act), authorised the elec- 
tion of more than two-thirds of the number of members of the Local 
Board, €k)vemment with the advice of their law officers, requested the 
Commissioner to hold a fresh election of the requisite number of mem- 
bers of the Local Board. The District Board cannot be reconstituted 
until the reconstitution of the Sadar Local Board and befor(^ all the 
Local Boards elect their quota of District Board members. 

BldNl MANMOHON NBOCi! Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state what the irregularity in the election of Noveml)er, 1924, was due 
to.*- 

Thf Hoffi’ble Maharaja KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Bahafftir of 

Natfia: I must ask for fresh notice to make inquiries. 


Cliatioii of Burffwaii tatfar Looal Baanh 

UXXXIX. Rabu CARAT CHANDRA BACUl (a) Will the 
Hou’ble Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleated to state whether it was a fact that a fresh election of the 
members of the Local Boards of the Burdwan district was held in 
November. 1924? 

(h) Is it a fact that the election of the members of the Burdwan 
Sadar Board was set aside by the Government hi November, 1925f 

(c) Will the Hoii*b)e Member be pleased to state the reason why the 
said eledioB has been set asidef 

(d) What is the cause for withholding the order for setting aaide 

the eUs^ion for a period of 12 months? * 
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•XC. UMf MRAT OHiINDRA RAtUs (a) Will ihe Bm*hh 
Member in ckargo of tke Department of Local Self-Government bo 
pleased to state whetber the Government have got any intention to 
got fruk elections of the membm of the Distriet Board of Bnidwan 
held before the present session of the Bengal Legislative Ck>iULcil ends^ 
fuid befoio a general election is held of the members of the Bengal 
Council f 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that within the tenure of the 
o£Eic6 of the present Chairman of the District Board two general elec- 
tions of the Bengal Legislative Council have already been held? 

TM Honlilf Maharaja KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
af Nadias (a) Tee. 

(b) Yes; a reference is invited to the reply given to another staired 
question on the subject put by the member at this meeting. 

Na«vl*Cuiithi aohama. 

^XOi. Rai HARBNDRANATH CHAUDHURI; (a) With refer- 
ence to my unsiarred question No. 138 and the reply given thereto 
on the 21st August, 1925, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state — 

(t) what answer, if any, has been recmved from the District 
Board of the 24-Parganas in reply to the inquiry made 
with regard to the Nowi-Suntbi scheme; 

(ii) what amount was originally eetimated for this schesne; 

(ill) how and from what scuroes it was originally c<mteinplaied 
the scheme would be financed ; 

(fv) Hrheiher it is a fact that the Government proposed to execute 
the whole scheme by grants from provincial levmmae; and 

* (v) 'whether the District Board undertook to bear any part d the 
cost of the scheme when ii was ori|^nally ondmiiAeaf 

(k) Will the Hott^b^ Member be pleased to state why the ** tadmi- 
cal irregularities ** referred to in pari (in) of the reply above referred 
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t{ii 0 Mltx aiiti*]iuil«rol prctjeci, both before and after tbo lobinie- 
wat in txicntioiL? 

(df Wbat andeaTonrs are being made to proceed with and complete* 
the execution of the wh<de echeme at an early datef 

(e) What progreee haa been made in the attempt alleged in part 
(ttt) of the answer given on the 21it August last that is now being: 
made te ooni{dete the works on- Kowi and lehapur khsdsf 

n$ NmUMo Ifalianija KtHAUNItH GHANDRA RAY UMmr 
of Natfia: (a) (i) The District Board on the IBth July, 1925, agreed 
to contribute Rs. «38,765 towards the completion of the scheme. 

(it) The cost was estimated at Rs. 5,92,145 in 1906; the estimate- 
was revised in 1918 at a figure o£ Rs. 10,17,982. 

(m) Government agreed to make a grant of Rs. 2 lakhs; the balanco- 
was to be recovered from the persons benefited. 

(rv) No. 

(r) No, but the District Board agreed to Iwrrow the amount re<}uired 
for the scheme from Goveniment, the expenditure to be subseciueuily 
recouped by recoveries from the persons benefited. 

(5) and (d) Government are of opinion that local bodies should accept 
some responsibility for schemes initiated under Act VI of 1920; the 
District Board of the 24-PaTganas is not, however, prepared to prodeed 
further with this scheme, except to secure the completion ol the work 
on the Ichapur and Nowi khals. 

(v) Yes. 

(e) The District Board is being asked to place their contribution 
at the disposal of the Executive Engineer, Canal Division; ae soon aa* 
this is done the work will be taken up. 

Rai HARiNDRANATH OHAUDNURIt WBl the Hon'ble Member 
refer to part (b) of the question and state why the technical irregular* 
ities cannot be removed? 

fiORfTARY to COVIRNMINT, DfRARTMiNT M LMAI. 
iiLf410ViRNiltNT (Mr. t. W. Cl«04i)t Irregularities did occmr,. 
and cannot be retrospectively rectified. 

M HARiRORANATH OHAUDHURIS Will not that require an 
amendment of the Act? 
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m HAfieilMilfiATM OHAUtWIIIIIf wm tlu» Hon'Sle 

be ])3eiuied to refer to ftiunrers (h), and (if) and state why tbe Diptmt 
Board of tbe 24-Bai^nafi is not prepared to proceed furtlier witli 
echemef 

Mr* §• W« GOODE I Presumably because they ' dislilce aoceptini^' the 
Bnaacial risk* , 


Dni NARINODAMATH OHAUOIIUDIl Will the Hon’He MemW 
be pleased to refer to part (v) of the answer and state when the District 
Board agreed to borrow the amount required lor the tidieme from Gawsrn- 
meat? 

lift $• W« GOODE S When the scheme aas originally considered 
several years ago. 

a 

•Uta ftriaonart and other cMtemia. 

*XOII. Rai HARENDRANATH OHAUDHURI: Will the Hon^le 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
the names of persons arrested and detained up till now under Bengal 
Begulaiton III of 1818 and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1925, together with their addresses and the dates of their arrests? 

MIMEER in oharto of PDLITiOAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon^io 
Oir Hllgll A statement is laid on the table showing the 

names of persons at present detained under the Regulation and under 
the Act. 

Government are not prejmred to publish the further information 
asked for. 

LUt referred to in the reply to jftorred quesHon No, XCII^ shotting 
the namti of persons detamed umtor MeguloUim HI of 1818, m 
88th November, 1886, 

Amrita I^al Sarkar, Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta, Jadu Gopal 
MuUuuii, Chandra Pakiashit Kcnoranjaa Gupta, Ma« 
ICcdum Bhattaoharji, Bhupati Maaumdar, Bhupwadm Kupaar 
Datta, Jyoiish Chandra Ghosh, Kali Prasad Bamrji, Jihan 
Ipd CSiatMji, Aron Chandra Guha, Kiran Chandra Ifukhaiji, 
Satiah Chi^dim Chalmb«rtti« Puma Chai^ SNmi, 

Bahari Gaagdi and Praiul Chandra Gangult. 
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Pluitclp^ Cli^a»b«rHi; Stti«iidim Molwa Wkmhm, ^imdfd NaUi 
A wMtt Chami CSiaJordlitiiti, Aaaiitft Ld! Biiifli» L«l 
liokdtt Ohottii, Satcowri Banarji, Kaidniira Naih Baatiji, 
Panlui Ldl Mitiu, Pritbwis C^uuidni Baau, Kabititb Ckaiidid 
Basti, Mamndni Nath Sen Gnpia^ Baman Chandra Ohakia- 
hartti, KahitiBh Chaa<ha Bay, Mahendra Kaih Daa, Ananta 
Kumar Haidar, Shiba Sankar Brahmachari, Ajit Kumar Gupta, 
Fromode Chandra Ghoah, Saohindra Hath IfauKk, Itanindim 
Kumar Chaudhuri, Kahetru Mohan Singh, Satiah Banjatt 
Singh, Manindra Chandra Chahrabartti, Amulya Mukhavji, 
Tara Praaanna De, Sailendranath Daa Gupta, Atul Chandra 
Bay, Himangshu Baau Ray, Amulya Chan^ Adhikari, Kali- 
pada Bagchi,' Khagendra Nath Daa Ghipta, Pratul Chandra 
Bhattacharji, Kahitish Chandra Banaxji, Nani Gopal Mukhaiji, 
Nripendra Nath Masumdar, Jatindra Ohandn Bhattacharji, 
Puma Chandra Acharya Chaudhuri, Kiran Chandra Dn, 
Pumananda Daa Gupta, Aahit Nath Bhattacharji, Kali Jihan 
Basu, Paramanauda De, Tarini Bhu^ian Shoine, Kali Kutnar 
Sen Gupa, Subodh Chandra Nag, Debendra Nath Bey, iTiten* 
dra Nath Mukharji, Jogeah Chandra Chatarji, Niharan Chan- 
dra Pal, Kalipada Ray Chaudhuri, Amarendra Nath Baau, 
Nagendra Sedthar Chakrabartti, Probhat Chandra De, Kula 
Chandra Singha Ray, Santoah Kumar De, Ramesh Chandra 
Daa Gupta, Abdul Raschid, Santoah Kumar Datta, Ambika 
Charan Khan, Ajit Kumar Maitra, Benoyendra Mohan Chau- 
dhuri, Jiteah Chandra Ijahiri, Binode Behari Chakra Wtti, 
Probhat Chakrabartty, Surendra Medum Ghoah, Amar Kriahna 
Ghoah, Trailakhya Charan Chakrabartti, Madan Mohan 
Bhaomik, Madhab Chandra Bagh, Hari Kumar Chakrabaiiti, 
Satyendra Chandra Mitra, Subhaa Chandra Baau, Anil Baraa 
Ray, Sureah Chandra Bharadwaj, Narayan Chandra Banarji, 
Angahu Prakaah Banarji, Anukul Chandra Mukhaiji, Banajit 
Kumar Banarji, Ananda Kiahore Maiumdar, Narei^ Chandra 
DaMa Chaudhuri, Girindra NaMi Banarji* Amrini Kuhiar 
Gangult, Bamendia Nath Dsia, Ganeah Chandra Ghceh^ Pima- 
naada Datta, Suahil Kumar Banarji, Kali Sankar Ganguli, 
Sachtndra Nath Sanyal, Dirijendra Nath IMa, Nagendra Nath 
Sen, Bameah Chan^ Acharji, Sudhangau A^oari, Brajeo- 
drm Kumar &ahina, CSiara Chandra Adhikari, Aahutoah KaUU, 
Sintoeh Kumar Mitra, Jogeah Chandra . Ghaknihartri, Subodh 
Ijahiri, IBitteodra Nath Bageht, Nripandra Nath Mukhatjf, 
NaHnt Mohan Snrimr, Atindm Mohan Bay Chau^mi. Gopea- 
dm U1 Bay, Satiah Chandra Be, Priya Lai Nag, Kmud 
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Bat^n, Sudlkir Sliitiot^ Bfua, TfiMm 
Famdm Hkitli Smi, Bumedfai dmadtm daadkari, tfpm^ 
dm Nath Baaarji, hmmmAm MtAh CSuitoiji, AM Kiiiiiiici 
0boilii Giiija Sanfcar Oiaiidliiiri, Diiibneiidra Kalli 
bartti and Jatindfa Haili Bm. 


Rivlti^il af a w nitimitt of fioMiiigi wHMii 8oiill|Nir Mtmioipidity. 

*X0lli« Mr* M« DAIIOt (a) Wili the Hon’ble Member in charge 
ol the Department of Local Seif«Government be pleased to state whether 
the Government have received representations from the Rate*payers’, 
Committee t Ward No. 2, Rate-payers* Association and Labour Associa- 
tion, Santipur, complaining against the revision of annual valuation 
of holdings and consequent increase of taxes by the Santipur Munici- 
pality, on the ground of increi^jMNl valuation and enhanced assessment 
rates being insufficient, inequitable, illegal, ultra vires and beyond 
jurisdiction ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Labour Association has requested the 
Government to make an inquiry into the matter? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state who inquired 
into the matter and what is the result of the inquiry ? 

(<f) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the pre- 
vious sanction of the Government was taken by the (Commissioners of 
the Bantipur Municipality in order to revise the tpiiuquennial annual 
valua^on of holdings in accordance with the provisions of the Bengal 
Municipal Act III of 1884? 

(a) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps it is proposed to take in the 
matter ? 

(/) Are the Government aware that the annual valuation of hold- 
inga Was determined by Commissioners and some private persons? 

tlM MaliMla KtHAUNltH CHANDIIA RAY taMiir 

•I IMhlt (a) and {h) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(c) The inquiry was made by the Subdivisional Officer, Ranaghat, 
and there appears to be no gr<(und lor characterising the assessment; 
as inequitable. 

id) and (e) No. The municipality was eetabliabed in 1865, under 
Bei^ Act HI of ip64 and a tax on houses, lands and buildings wua 
in loroe there from thii very be^nning. When the Bengal Munmpid 
^ Aot of 1884 came into opmtion, a rate on holdings pretiously in 
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dbiliy pr#ij^ tJuit onoe a tox is sanotioBsd and imposed, the assess* 
meni may his revised or amended by the Ifnnictpal CommissM^ 
themselves, mibject to the maximnm rate prescribed by the Act. Ko 
sanction of Government to such revision is therefore necessary. 

{/) Ytis. 

Mr* il» DAUOl Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether the Municipal Commissioners themselves after the assessment 
has been made and revised, can without the sanction of Government revise 
them agrain within the period of five years F 

Tilt HonlHa Maliirija KtHAUNliH GHAMDRA RAY iaNMlttr 
of Nadia: 1 think they are competent to make re-assessments at certain 
periods. 

Mr> M« DAUDs Will the Hoirhle Menilier l>e pleased to state whether 
in view of the statement made in answer to clauses (d) and (c), the 
assessment made by private persons and also by Municipal Commissioners 
as referred to in my clauw^ (/) will be illegal or not? 

Mr* PRESIDENT: That is asking for an opinion and I cannot allow 
it. 


Covemmefit Commimiqiid re^utfing Exoiti* 

*XCIV. BMmi KHACENORA NATH GANOULYl {a) Has the 

attention of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of 
Agriculture and Industries been drawn to the communique published 
in the Stateiman of the 15th November, 1918, by the Govemment of 
Bengal in the Financial Department? 

(5) If so, will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether 
the said communique was based upon any resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India in which the Excise policy of the Government was kid 
downf 

(c) If the answer to (5) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble 
Member be pleased to state the particulars of the document wherein 
the jmmt policy of the Imperial Government as well os of the local 
Govemment has been dealt with at length f 

MEHliR in Miarii «f DEPARTMENT Mf AGRICULTURE fini 

<4 Ter. 

(5) Ho* 
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(c) THe member ia preeumably referring to lioeneing policy and, 
if 80 , be ifl referred to paragrraph 6 (iv) of the Financial Department 
resolution No. 1322S.R., dated tbe 4th August, 1914, containing the 
policy of the OoTernment of India as well as that of the local Govern- 
ment relating to the appointment of Advisory Committees and to 
paragraph 7 of Government notification No. 596S.R., dated the 30th 
March, 1915, regarding the constitution of Licensing Boards, as 
gubse<iuently amended by notifications No. 801 Ex., dated the 2l8t 
February, 1923, and No. 5678 Ex., dated the 14th November, 1924. 
Copies ot‘ these papers have been laid on the Library table for the 
information of the meml>er. 


Allotment for sanitation and water-supply of the Hooghly distriot 

*XCV. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon ble 

Member in < harge of the Department of Local vSelf-Government (Public 
Health) be pleased to state how much money has l)een allotted this 
year for the Hooghly district in c-oiineetion with — 

(?) anti-malarial works; 

(??) anti-kala-azar works; and 

(/??) water-supply works? 

The Hon*ble Maharala K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

of Nadias (?) {Government have made no direct grant to the Hocghly 
district for anti-malarial works. 

(ft) A grant of Us. 560 has l)een made to tbe District Boai.l for 
anti-kala-axur measures. 

(if?) Government have allotted Hs. 75, (KK) to the Burdwan Division 
for the improvement of the water-supply. It is in tbe discretion of 
the Divisional Commissioner to make an allotment from this grant to 
Hooghly. Government have also allotted Hs. 23,315 to tbe Hooghly 
District Board as an augmentation grant, which is earmarked mainly 
for water-supply; 33i per cent, of tbe Public Works cess, which 
was transferred to District Boards in 1913, was also, under Govern- 
ment instructions, earmarked for expenditure on water-supply and 
sanitation. 

Mr« S. N« HALOARl Has the Government made any grant, direct or 
iiidire<!t, for anti-malarial work in the Hooghly district? 

Tim HwiIMt MUianili KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY MMMblr 
Uf Nadias They have made some provision for quinine, but I do not 
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n^ber im mach haa been allotted for Hoogbly. I aak fredi notice of 
thu qveeti«B, and I shall be pleased to snpply fnrther information to the 
member. 


Fariillpur Railwty ttatian. 

*XOVI« Df. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAYs (a) Is the Hoirble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works aware of the inconveiii- 
ence caused to passengers at the Fnridpur station on the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, owing to the absence of a platform and projjer waiting-rooms? 

(b) How long has the present Fnridpur railway station lieen on 
the present site? 

(c) Is there any likelihood of the railway statifui at Faridjun lieing 
8hifte<l from the present site? 

(d) If so, within what jM'iiod ? 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT Of PUBLIC WORKS (tlii 
HonTlIO Mr* 4. Donald): («) A raised platf4irni and waiting-room will be 
provided when the new station is built. | Fiz/c (c) and (d).] 

(h) From the 8th September, 1910. 

(c) There is every likelihood of the station ladng removed, 

{(1) It depends on when the Faridpur-tTuirmaguriu extension is 
sanctioned. 


Liquor and drug sliopa. 


*X0Vli. Mr« Ma DAUD: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Membc*r in charge 
of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he pleastMl to state the 
number of — 

(t) liquor ; and 

(u) drug shops existing in mill areas in Bengal, excluding 

Calcutta f 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the numln'r of— 
(0 liquor ; and 

(u) drug abopa existing within the jurisdiction of tlie (’alcutta 
Corporation P 

TBo Hill’bli Mr* d. DONALDS (a) (i) and (ti) and (6) (t) and (it) 
8tatementa giving the information asked for are laid on the table. 
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Skttemenl referred to in the* reply to clause (a) {£) and (it) cf starred fuestio 
No. XCVII, showing the number of liquor and drug shops in miU areas. 


Kind of fhop. 

Hooghly. 

Howrah. 

24-T arganas. 

Nadia. 

Total. 

‘Country spirit . . 

13 

4 

31 

1 

49 

Tan 

15 

6 



21 

Ganja 

10 

4 


i 

45 

Opium 

11 

3 

29 

1 

44 

8iddhi 

8 

4 

26 

1 

39 

Charas 


j 

* 2 


9 . 

Forei^^n liquor . . 



17 

i 

* 

18 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) {i) and (ii) of starret 
question No. XCVII, showing the number of ercise and opiun 
shops within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Corporation. 


JiixintiiiK (luriufr 1925-26 (iiirJudiuf^ CoBsiiwre-Chitpwr, Maniktalu 
aud Garden Iteuch Mutiic)]>alitie$) — 


(’ouiitry spirit 

... 47 

Turi 

... 32 

Opium 

... 32 

Ganja 

... 37 

Siddhi 

... If) 

Oharas 

... 4 

oreiffii li(juor - 

Hotel 

... 10 

Foreig^u liquor ** on ** 

... 4 

Hestauranta 

... 22 

Foreign liquor ‘‘ off (Public) 

... 36 

Foreign liquor “ off combinetl (Trade 

and 

Public) 

... 34 

Fort»ign liquor (Trade) 

... 22 


ProWeni of unomptoymont. 

•XCVII I. Roi tATYINDRA NATH ROY GHOUDHURI RNmCmti 

(o) Will the Hoii’We Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture 
aud Indiietriea lie plcaaeil to atate whether he ia aware of the problem 
of unemployment and the discontent among the unemployed educated 
claswaP 
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(b) Aip ihe Gbvenimeiit proposing to extend Uie technical and voca- 
tional stn^Ues by establishing new schools oven at the reduction of 
GovernmsAt secondary schools? 

(c) Is it a fa<‘t that the District Magistrate of Bakarganj sent a 
pro|>o»al tor raising the status of the Barisal Government Technical 
School by opening a junior mechanical class there? 

(fi) Have the Government considered the pro|>0!*al? 

(e) If so, what is Government’s decision on it? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’blo Sir Hugh Stophonson): (a) Yes, 

(b) Xo proposal of this nature is before (lovernnient. It has how- 
ever been decided to start the following sc1kk»1s during the current 
financial year: 

(J) Calcutta Technical S< hool as a non-(i( vernment institutirm 
under a governing body. 

BerhaniiH)re Silk Weaving Institute. 

(.7) Siiri Weaving School in c(M)|>eration with the Distiict Board. 

(i), ((/) and (c) The pn>p(>sal for the improvement of the Barisal 
Tec hnical ScIuk)! is now umlei the consideration of Gov(*inment. 

Dr# Hi Wi Bi MORENO: With regard to answer (/>), is the Govern- 
ment aware that the committee appointed tor considering the (juestion of 
uneinployinent among hhadrolok clanses, Anglu-Indiuns and Indians, 
made any definite proposals for the spread of technical and vocational 
studies? 

The Hofi^bie Sir Hugh Stephenson: As far as my recollection gm^s, 
they did not make any proposal that vocational studies should he extend- 
ed by establishing new schools even at the reduction of Government 
secondarv' schools. 


Detenu Mefeencireneth Dae. 

*XCIX. Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: (o) Will the Ilon’hle 
Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state — 

ii) at which jails Balm Mahendinnath Das was detained during the 
period of his imprisonment; and 
(it) what were the reasons for his removal? 

(h) Is it a fact that Mahendranath Das is suffering fit)m tulrerculosis? 
(c) Was he medically examined by any medical Iward or jail 
authority? 
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id) Is there any record of the reealt of ettch examination F 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to place such records 
on the table? 

(/) What is the present condition of his health? 

(p) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what arrangements^ 
if any, have been made for special medical treatment, diet and hygienic 
surroundings .required in such cases? 

Tilt Hofillit Sir HUGH STEPHEJNSION: (a) to (g) The member is 
referied to the reply given to unstarred question No. 83 on the same 
subject by Babu Romes Chandra Bagchi in this session of the Council. 


Compoumltn of Stato hotpiUls and di$pofisario8. 

*XCX. BalHl SUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTY: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Memt>er in charge of the Department of IiO(‘al Self-Government aware 
that there is a feeling of general discontent amongst the compounders 
employed in State hospitals and dispensaries over their pay and pros- 
pects? 

{()) Is it a fact that in 1908 the maximum pay of the <‘ompounders 
was the minimum pay of the sub-assistant surgeons, but that in 1921 
when the minimum pay of the sub-assistant suigeons w'as raised to 
Its. 75 the maximum pay of the compounders was raised to Rs. 50 only? 

(r) Will the Hon'ble Menil)er Ik? pleased to state whether any improve- 
ment of pay and prospects of the compounders in the near future is under 
the contemplation of the Government? 

{(1) Will the Ilon’hle Meml>er he pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that there are two grades of compoundei-s “ special and “ ordinary 
and that the compounders of the ordinary grade cannot l)e piomoted to 
the special grade? 

(f) Is it not a fact that the compoundei's of both the grades have to 
do work of the same nature and responsibility? 

(/) If the answer to question (e) is in affirmative, will the HonT)le 
Memlier he pleased to state whether the Ooverniiient are considering 
the desirability of doing away with this bar to promotion for compoundera 
of the ordinary grade? 

Tht Mahmla ICSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY BHiatfur 

at Nadias (a) No; the pay of compounders was revised only in May 1924. 

(/#) No* In 1907 the maximum pay of compounders was Rs. 10 — 
1 — 2—15 in ordinary t««es, and Rs. 20 in special cases, whereas the 
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mmmnm fly of Bi^>-a8si8taat gurgmu was Ra. 25 per meiiaem. In 
2921 tlie p%f of rab-asaistaut surgeona was Rs. 60 during the probation- 
ary period Ind Rs. 76 afterwards: the pay admissible to compounders 
was Ra. 2ft— 1 — 30 in ordinary cases, and Rs. 36 in selected cases. 

(c) No. Prom May 2924 the pay of compounders was raised to 
Rs. 30—1 — 40 in ordinary cases, and Rs. 35—1—60 in special cases. 

(d) There are not two grades of compounders in the ordinary sense 
of the phrase, but in certain appointments, namely, in Calcutta where the 
compounders’ duties are more responsible, a slightly higher rate of pay 
is admissible. 

{€) No. 

(/) The question does not arise. 


UiisUrrod quattions 

(tntwers to which wore laid on tho tablo.) 

Elootivo system for the Jalpaiguri and Maids District Boards. 

04. Babu R0ME8 CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Member in charge of the Department of litM’ul Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that in all districts of this province, 
exC/Cpting the districts of Malda and Talpaiguri, nipmWrs of District 
Boards are elected by the j)eople thereof? 

(b) What are the reasons for not introducing, as yet, the system of 
election in the District Boards of Malda and Jalpaiguri? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of intnxlucimr 
the elective system in the District Boards of Malda and JnIi>aiguriP 

The Hon’bla Maharaja KBHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) The answer is in the aflUrmatiie. In the case of Jalpai- 
guri, however, three out of 21 meml>ers are elected by the Alipur 
Duara Local Board. 

(6) and (c) Under the Local Self-Government Act, where there is 
no Local Board in a district, all the members of the District Board are 
appointed. In Malda, up till now, there have been no subdivisions and 
hence no Local Boards. Consequently all the members of the Malda 
District Board ara appointed by the Commissioner. It is possible to 
establish Local Boards in areas less than a subdivision, provided Union 
Boards are established under the Village Self-Government Act, hut as 
no Union Boards have been formed in Malda, no Ixical Boards (tan be 
created even under the provisions of the Village Self-GoTemment Act.. 
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A« regards dalpaigpliri, the laember is referred to the reply to thf^ 
•question regarding the introduction of the elective system in the Jai> 
paignri District Board, asked by Mr. Nisith Chandra Sen at the 
Council meeting, held on the 18th February, 1924. 

A Sadar subdivision has just been created at Jalpaiguri and Gov. 
ernment will consider the question of creating a Local Board for that 
area. 

Government expect shoitly to take up the amendment of the Local 
Self-Government Act, and, if Local Boards are retained, it would be 
possible to make their formation more easy and elastic. 


Eleotoral rolls for elootiofi to local bodies. 

05. Rei Sahib RANCH AN AN BARM A: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether be is aware that in the preparation of the 
electoral rolls for the local bodies, mistakes of the following nature are 
made, namely:-- 

{/) the names of electors are not properly written or spelt; 

(li) errors in printing; 

(Hi) the addresses are not properly given; and 

(ir) descriptions are not properly or wrongly given, one 

brother is given as the father of another? 

(If) Is the Hon'hle Member also aware that in the last electoral 
rolls 

(/) females who had then no right for franchise were entered in 
the rolls; 

(ii) persons not qualified were entered in the rolls; and 

(Hi) qualified jxjrsons were left out? 

(r) Is the Hon’hle Meml)er also aware that for reasons stated in 
(a) and (h), the polling officers were put to difficulty in ascertaining the 
facts and for those reasons refused j^ermission to many persons to 
record their votes? 

(d) If the answer to (a), (b) and (c) are in the negative, are the 
Government considering the desirability of directing an inquiry to be 
made into the matter by an examination of the last electoral rolls? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking st^ 
to scrutiniie the future electoral rolls when prepared by the village 
panchayats and before publication? 



Th9 HfUilMt Miiiinila KSHAUMliH CMAMDHA RAY iaiMitfiir 
af Nadia: («) to (c) No specific instances of mistakes of the nature des- 
cribed hate been brought to the notice of Government, but they are 
aware that the electoral rolls of local bodies are not free from inaccuracy 
in all caadS and that such inaccuracies must necessarily cause incon- 
venience to voters and polling officers alike. 

(d) This question does not arise. 

(e) The attention of District Officers and local bodies concerned will 
be drawn as to the necessity for taking steps to secure greater accuracy 
in the preparation of voters* lists when they are next revised. 

Building Grants to Schools. 

96. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: Will the Ilon ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Education ho pleaseil to lay on 
the table a statement showing sepai-ately, for the lost four years, 
beginning with 1921-22, for Indian. Euroinnui and Anglo-Indian 
schools — 

(i) the number of applications received for tapital grants for 
building purposes ; 

{ii) the number of applications granted; and 

(in) what sums w'ere granted!^ 

The Hon’bla Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to urmtarred yue.ifton Xo. dioir- 
Tny the number of appheatton.% for huildiny yrants received duriny 
the last four years. 

(/) Number of applications received for capital grants ft)r build- 
ing purposes — 

(а) Indian schwds— 1921-22, 229; ltr22-2d. 183; 11)23-24, 

169; 1924-25, 219. 

(б) European and Anglo-Indian schools — 1921-22, 17; 

1922-23, 8; 1923-24, 11; 1924-25, 14. 

(ii) Number of applications granted — 

(а) Indian schools— 1921-22, 76; 1922-23, 56; 192;t.24, 87; 

• 1924-25, 93. 

(б) European and Anglo-Indian schoohe— 1921*22, 16; 

1922-23, 6; 1923-24, 4; 1924*25, 6. 
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(ni) WliAt BtunB were granted — 

(a) Indian schools— 1921-22, Rs. 1,40,311; 1922-23, 

Rs. 82,958; 1923-24, Rs. 71,111; 1924-25, Rs. 77,678. 

(b) European and Anglo-Indian schools — 1921-22, Rs. 

1,05,225; 1922-23, Rs. 49,971; 1923-24, Rs. 20,000; 
1924-26, Rs. 67,000. 


Muhftmiiiafiaiii in tha Foratl Sanrioe. 

97. Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY; ia) Will the 
Hon’blc Member in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased 
to state the reasons for the paucity of the Mussalmans in the Forest 
Service ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving 
increased number of appointments to the Mussalmans P 

MEMBER in oliarga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [FORESTS] 
(tha Hon*bla Maharaja Kahaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): 

(fl) One reason is the small proportion of the applications received fi’om 
Muhaminadans, probably Wause Muhaininadans had not qualified them- 
selves in large numbers for technical services; another reason is that the 
upper branches of the service are largely recruited by promotion. 

Both the recruits who have joined the Imjwrial Forest Service in 
Bengal this year are Muhammadans. 

(h) The (luestion of increasing the number of Muhammadans in 
the publi<‘ services is under the consideration of Government. 


Communioations within Arimbagh tubdivision. 

9S. Bobu KHAQENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Will the HoiFble 
Member in charge of the Defwrtmeiit of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that from the nearest railway 
station in the subdivision of Arambagh, within the district of Hooghly, 
there is no road fit for vehicular traffic for a distance of about 14 miles ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

(i) that portions of the Old Benares Road have been completely 

washed away by flood ; and 

(ii) that during the rainy season more than six miles of the road 

remain under water P 

(c) If the answer to (5) is in the affirmative, what steps are being, 
or are intended to be, taken to make the road fit for traffic ? 
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(d) Wi»,the Hon'ble Member be pleaeed to state whether it is a 
facyt — 

(f) that a large number of rivers and streamlets within the said 
subdivision are without bridges; and 

(tj) that passengers have to cmss some of them by boats and to 
wade through the others? 

Ths Hon’ble Mahanja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Babaiiur 
of Nadia: (a) to (d) Government have no information. The question 
relates to matters which are primarily the concern of the limjghly 
District Board, and it is suggested that the member should move the 
District Board in the matter. 


Angk^lndiana and Indian Chriatians in the Prowinclal Exeoutive and 
Foreet bervioes. 

99t Mf. F. Es JAMES: ill the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Department of Kevenue be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the past five years the number of apiKiintments given to 
the - (o) Anglo-Indians, and (h) Indian (’hristians in the — 

(i) Pitn^incial Executive Service; and 

(//) Foi-est Seivice? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (t) One Anglo-Indian officer w'as ap}M.inted to the Bengul 
Civil Service by direct recruitment during the past five years. On© 
Indian Christian was piomoted to that Servi<*e from the Sulmrdiuato 
Civil Ser^dce. 

(w) No Anglo-Indian or Indian Christian has been newly appoint©<l 
to either the Im]>erial or Provincial Forest Service in Bengal during 
the post five years. One Anglo-Indian officer was promoted from the 
Provincial to the Imperial Service. 


Extanaion of Contral Avomio boyond Boadoti Btroot 

m Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: Will the Hon^ie Member in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state when the work of extending the Centra] Avenue beyond Beadon 
Street towards the north will be taken in hand? 

Tbt Hon^li Mabaraja KBHAUNliH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadias The member is referred to the reply given by Government 
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to hi» ttnstarred question No. 39 on the same subject on the 2S^ 
January, 1924. The Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
states that it is not possible yet to say when the work of extending 
Central Avenue beyond Beadon Street will be taken in hand. The 
scheme is linked up with — 

(a) the question of the addition of roadways and fcotpaths to 
the pro[x>8ed railway bridge over the Hooghly at Bally; 

(h) the reraoilelling of the Chitpur marshalling yard; and 

(c) the iwonstruction cf the bridge over the canal and railway 
at Chitpur. 

Until decisions aie reached regarding these schemes, it is not much 
use extending Central Avenue, for the present, beyond Beadon Street, 
llecently (lovernment have come to a decision to rer'onstruct the bridge 
over the canal at C^hitpur, while the Council has decided not to have 
roa<lway8 and f(K)tj)aths attached to the Bally Bridge, and it only 
remains to deal with wheme (6). 


MuliAmmacians in Covornment services. 

101. Muilvi NAdMUDDIN AHMED: (n) Will the Honble 
Mernln'r in charge (d' the Appointment Dtqiartmeut Ik* pleased to state 
when the announcement that one-third of all ai)]>ointmentH in every 
service shoubi W given to Moslems in all services was first made by 
the (^lovernment P 

(h) Has the proj»ortion of one-third Wen reached P 

(c) If not, will the Ilon’ble Member W pleased to state what steps 
have b«ui taken for attaining that object P 

MEMBER in ohorgt of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tilt 
HofPblt tir Hugh Stophonaons (a) No such announcement has been 
made. The niemWr will find the ordei-s in fon’e in respect of certain 
services in paragraph 4 of the Rules for the mruitmeiit of the Bengal 
Civil Service and certain other services by (competitive examination, 
published in notification No. GMBA., dated the 26th June, 192iV. In 1914, 
Government i.ssued ordeiw that in districts other than Darjeeling and the 
districts of the Burdwau Division the object in view was to provide that 
Muhauimaduiis should hold one-third of the ministerial appointments and 
that with that object a Muhammadan should W appointed to every 
third vacaitcy. 

(h) and (r) The pro^urrtion of one-third has been reached in some 
services and offices, but not in all, and the rules in force are observed. 
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Am/mg ihm mimis viiieli acoouiit lor tlie lull pmpta^m of onolHiird 
not having h«^n reached in all cases are the following 

(/) Some services are filled partly hy direct recniitment and partly 
by promotion from lower services. Promotion is made on 
a consideration of merit alone. 

(2) Sometimes Muhammadans who have Ijeen appointed leave the 
services or iwsts to which they have been ap{iointe<l on the 
offer of a better apjiointment, and this retails tlm attain- 
ment of a projjortion of one-third, 

(J) If a service or office contained a preponderating number of 
non-Muhammadans when the oiders first came into force, 
the metluxl of apiwinting Muhammadans to one-third iif tho 
vacancies necessarily takers time to create a service of which 
one-third are Muhammadans. 


The subject of Muhummaflan appointments has re<ently Imh'U under 
the consideration of (Government and some time will eluj>S 4 » U'fore 
onlers are issued, (Auditions varv in different services and the subject 
is a more complicated one tlmn is generally supposed. If the member 
desires to have a further explanation of the nature of the pnddem, 
the ('hief Sec'retaiy will 1 m‘ glad to give it to him. 


MuflicifMil liMft Hourrali. 

102. Babu KHACENORA NATH CANCULY: (o) Will the 
Hi»n’ble MemlH*r in charg** of the Depuitment of Ijocal SelMGovern- 
ment Im* pleased to state whether the (Government have eome to a 
<Iecision on the report submitte<l to them by the Municipal (Vmiiuis- 
sioners (»f Howrah in compliance with the L(M’al Self -(Government 
Department letter No. IKU M., dute<l the 12th Mairh, 1924, indie.ating 
in what matter the Hengal Municipal (Consolidation ami Amendment) 
Bill of ]92d fails to meet the reciuiiements of the Howrah Municipality? 

(//) If so, will th(‘ Hon’ble MemlxT he please*! to state what that 
delusion is? 

(r) If the (Jovenmieiit have not come to a decision, are they consider- 
ing the advisability of coming to a decision befon* tlie Bill in (question 
lK»<‘omes a Statute? 

TIm Hofi*bl« Miharala KBHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BahMlur 
of NMBt: Ui) and (//) In view of the fact that [><*rmisHion to introduce 
the Bengal Municiiml Bill has been refused by the Ijegislative Council, 
Oovernmenf are of opinion that the question of drafting a sj)ccial 
Municipal Bill for Howiah, as re<*ommendeil in the rejmrt, need not 
at present be considered. 

(r) In the cin'urastances stated above the question does not arise. 
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B«btt KHAQENDIIA NATH CANQULYs Will tlte Goyenimaiit be 
pleaaed to state the reason lor the refusal of the Bengal Mnnicipidi Bill 
by the Bengal Legislative Council, and the introduction of a separate 
Bill by Government? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahaiittr 
of Nadia! Government did not seem satisfied that a separate Bill was 
necessary for Howrah. 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: Is it not a fact that the 
provisions of the proposed Municipal Bill for Howrah are radically 
different from the Bill introduced in the Council? 

The Hon’bla Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia* So far as I know I fhink there is no proposed Bill for Howrah. 


Inspector Hydor of Calcutta Police. 

103. Khan Bahadur 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: (a) With reference to 
the reply given to my unstarred (iuestion No. 134 at t])e last August 
sef^ion of the Bengal Legislative Council, is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware that from the Bengal Civil List 
of 1st January, 1925, page 289, it appears — 

(i) that Inspector N. N. Majsumdar stoo<l 2()th in the gradation 
list; and 

(u) that a Muhammadan Inspector stood 20th in the said list? 

(b) Is it also a fact that Babu N. N. Masumdar is not a matri- 
culate student? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Muhammadan officer referred to in (n) (n) 
is a graduate with European training? 

MEMBER in chtrfc of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hoii*Mi Sir 
Hugh glcphifMon)! (a) (i) and (»V) Yes; but Inspector N. N. Maxumdar 
was appointed sub. pro tern. Inspector in the Special Branch in 1916, 
nearly 4 years before Inspector Hyder was appointed to the rank of 
Inspector. 

{b) It is not a fact. He passed tbe Entrance Examination, wbicb 
corresponded to tbe Matricitlation Examination. 

(c) He is a graduate and is reported to bare visited England on 
leave, but he had no European training. 
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IM. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQi (ei) U th^ HonM>le 
Member in charge of the Department of Apricwlture and Indnstries 
aware that — 

(i) the canals and the rivers of Itenjral are hecomiiiff impassable 
by boats on account of water-hyacinth; and 
iiis the water-liyacinth is causini;^^ daiua;re to the nop> and ti* tl'»‘ 
health of the people of the country? 

(h) Will the Hon’lile Member Im* pleased to state what steps have 
been taken on the circular issued by the Government to District 
Boards on the matter? 

(c) Have the GovcinTnent any information as to whether any Dis- 
trict Board did actuallv take steps to remove the nuisance of the 
water-hyacinth? 

TKe Hofi'bte Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Ot) (i) Ohstruction to 
imvipation has lieen (nused hv water-hyacinth in certain waterways 
and stagnant khals, hhils, etc., in the low-lying tracts of the province. 

ytt) It has done some damage to lowland crops, especially paddy in 
Kaeiern Bengal. There is no eviden(‘e that water-hyacinth directly 
( jiiise-. div»Ms«*. j»s prr^»'U(c, luovever. iii tjink.s and riveis. result** in a 
tuiiiint; tit tli(‘ u;ilei hv it*. devtiiiipn.Hit ion. 

(h) and (c) Most of the District Boards have adopted bye-laws to 
enforce th(‘ destruction or removal of the weed. The bye-laws have 
been found to be ineffetdual. The Di.striet Boards of Dacca, Faridpur, 
.Noakliali and Tessewe are reported to bav(* incurred some expenditure 
for the destruction of the weed. 

Co-operative Banka in Tippera. 

1SS. SHAH SYED EMDADUt HAQ; fu) Will the Honble 
MemlsT in charge of the Department of Agriculture ami Industries 
be pleased to stale whetlier it is a fact that in the Tip|K‘ra district 
there has lH»en insufficient pixMluction of cit>ps this year and last year? 

(h) Is it a fact that there is warcity (»f money in the district? 

(c) Is it also a fact that the cultivating class cannot Isirrow money 
even at 25 per cent, interest? 

(d) Have the Government considercnl the desirability of increasiug 
the numlier of co-operative banks in this district? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Meml)er aware (hat the local officers in charge 
are not in favour of starting village banks at rhandina and laiksam? 

(f) Are the Government considering the dctsirubility of increasing 
the numWr of honorary organizers and of consideririg their report with 
a view to starting new banks? 
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(jj) Are the Government conwtieriug the desirability of making an 
inquiry into the matter? 

The Hofi’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: {a) to (e) No. 

(/) The existing arrangeinentH for the organization of societies are 
considered sufficient. 

(//) No. 


Dolai kM. 

106. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Is the lion ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the Dolai khal, 
which passes thmugh the city of Dacca, remains dried up for about 
8 months in the year? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that the said khal receives 
discharges from a numbt‘r of latrines and public and private drains? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that cholera and other infectious 
diseases break out in virulent forms in the neighbourhood of the Dolai 
khal? 

{(1) Is it a fact that Uai Sailendra Nath Ihinerji Bahadur, Execu- 
tive Engineer, Inigation Department, submitted a wheme for the 
canalization of the Dolai khal? 

(c) Have the Goveiiiment considered the said report and formulate<l 
any scheme for the canalization of the khal, as suggested by that 
(officer? 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr. Addams-AVilliams, ('hief Engiiicer, Irriga- 
tion Department, paid a visit to Da<’ca in March last, had a confereiue 
with some leading gentlemen (d the town and admitted the feasibility 
of canalizing the khal? 

(/;) Will the Jlon'ble Member be pleasrMl to state whether it is 
prt){K>s(ui to undertake the canalization of the Dolai khal? 

(/i) If 80 , when will that proposal l>e given effect to? 

Mtmbtr in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION: tho 
Hon’IMo Maharaja Kahaunish Chamira Ray Bahadur of Nadia: (a) The 

khal dries up for several months eveiy year. 

(h) Yes, but less than used to l)e the case. 

(r) The diserrses mentioned are not specially restricted to the 
vicinity of the Dolai khal, but are distributed throughout the city. 

(d) to if) Yes. 

{fj) and (h) The matter is under consideration and further informs^ 
tion is being gathered with a view to rerluee the r^ost of the scheme; 
until this has bi^en done, it is not possible to state definitely when the 
scheme will be carried out. 
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TrtttHifig afkMTMNMt of aOKool mh im pt otoft, 

107. Oibu ROMES CHAMDRA BACCHI: ^i) WiU the Hon hl^ 

Member in charge of the Dejmrtment of Education l)e pleajted to «tat« 
whether he is aware that the sthocd sulviuspcctors cannot now draw their 
travelling allowances with their pay)^ 

(b) Is it a fact that their travelling allowance bills are not generally 
paid l)efore some months have elapsed after submission}^ 

(c) Are the Government aware that these officers are put to inconven- 
ience owing to the delayed payment of their tmvelling allowance bills P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of allowing a 
fixed monthly travelling allowance to these officers to be drawn along 
wdth their pnyP 

Th0 Hon*bl0 Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM* (n) Suli-lnspectors of Schools who 
receive a fixed lK>at allowance or fixed travelling allowume in special 
areas draw such allowance in their monthly pay bills in terms of Rule S-f 
of the Bengal Financial Rules. Other officers of all grades draw travel- 
ling allowame separately on travelling allowance bill forms. 

ib) ami (Cl The travelling allowance bills of Sub-InKj>ectors of ScIkmiIs 
are passed by the Divisional Inspec tors of Sc hools. No eompluints havt" 
leaehed the Director c»f Public Tiistruction but an incjuiiT will be made* 
into any specific' c'om plaints. 

(d) No. 


Panskura station on Btngal Nagpur Railway. 

108. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITY; Is the Hon ble MemU r 
in chaige of the Department of Public* Works aware that Panskura is 
the nearc*st Bengal Nagpur Railway station from Tainluk in the distriet 
cd Midnupore from whic h there is a metalled road and a motor c ar servic*fr 
to Tamluk? 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. 4 . DONALD; Yes 

Municipal administration of Dacca. 

100. Mauivi ALLAH BUK8H SARKAR: ia) h the Hon hie Mem- 
ber in ehorge of the Department of I^ocal Self-Government aware that 
the general election of the Dacca Municipality held on drcl March, 1925^ 
has been set aside and a pennaneiit injunct ion issued? 

(h) If so, what steps do the Government pnipose to take to carrj^ on 
the municipal administration of Dacca? 
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TN Hofi’bto Maharaja KtHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur oi 
Nadia: (a) Yes. 

(h) An appeal was filed the judgment of the lower court ant 

if is understood that the District Judge of Dacca has decided the appea 
in favour of the elected commissioners. 

The (luestion of (government takiiig action does not therefore arise 


Government control over certain medical institutions. 

110. Babu NALINIRANilAN BARKER: ia) Will the Honbh 
Meinbtu* in charge of the Depai-tnieiit of Local Self-Government b< 
jdeased to state what is the nature and extent ol control exercised bj 
Government «vei‘ the managiunent and finaiuM* of each of the institu 
tions named below — 

(/i llic (Calcutta Medical (’oilege ami Ifos])ital; 

<//) the Saml)humith Pandit Hospital; 

ini) the Presidency General Hospital; 

ilr) the Mayo Hospital; 

tr) the Ranchi Lunatic Asylum; and 

(n) the (hdcutta School of Tropical Medit iupy 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there is 
a g<»verning body tor the management of each of the institutions men- 
tioned in (a)Y 

(c) If so, how are sindi govtuning b{>dies <'onstituted in each case? 

{(I) What are the names of the present members of each such gov- 
*uning body? 

(c) When and for what term were these uiembers last appointed? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: {a) (0, {tit) and (lu). These oie Government imititu- 
tions and Government have (‘omplete control over their management 
and finances. 

(ir) Government exeit iae no direct control over the Mayo Hospital. 
The ele(‘tion by subscribers of members of the Board of Governors re- 
quires the approval of Government who make an annual contribution 
of Rh. -14,000 to the institution. 

{r)Thc Rnnehi Mental Hospital for Euiopeans is vested by Act XI 11 
of 1922 in a Board of Trustees of which 4 are nominated by the Gov- 
eminent of Bengal who also ai*e consulted Wfore the budget of the 
Trustees is finally sanctioned. Other Trustees art' elw'ted by the other 
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coatribulcnry Goveramenta (tbe institution being used by several tiov- 
ernmentsK tbe European Association and Anglo-Indian and Dc^miciled 
Euroi>eaJi Association (Bengal). 

(6) Vide reply to question (a). 

There is also a Boai-d of Governors appointed by Govern ineiit for 
the Sambhunath Pandit Hospital. In the case of the St'hcHd of Twpical 
Medicine, a Managing Conimittcv was created by a legal instrument the 
Charitable Kndt>wments Act. l8Jt<), consisting of — 

(/) the Director-General, Indian Medical Service i President); 

{2) the Surgeon4ienerRl {Vtre-Presutent} ; 

(J) the Director of the Sch(M»l ; 

id), (•>) and (6^) 1hre<‘ Professors of the ScIhhuI to be nominated 
by XoH. (1), <*J) and <d). 

(T), ( V) and (-^t) On,, nominee each of the Indian Tea Assoeialion, 
Indian Jute Association and Indian Mining Association, 
whicli contribute towards the institut iot) ; 

i /O) Sir K. (\ Bose; and 

i/J) J. G. A pear. 

Xos, (10) ami (11) to hobi office dining their life-time in- until they 
resigned, after which their lacaneies will lie filled up by 
the other iiieiiibeis of the eoinmittee. The administration 
ol the Endowment Fund dfs. .'I,.'),’) (HMI) is vested in the com- 
mittee. 

(d) and (r) statement giving the information is laid on fh»^ 
Library table. 


Raiolutiofit 

(on mattors of genaral public interaat). 

Amandinant of Rule 3 of the Bongal Elooioral Ruloa, 

Mr. M. DAUD: 1 beg to move that this (\mneil recommends to th& 
Government that early stejis he taken tn move the proper authorities 
to amend Rule d of the Betigal Klectiiral Rules with a view to remove 
the present disability of the lahouii ng cla.Hses to send their own eleeted 
representatives, by granting sf)eeial electoral franchise to them and by 
allotting at least eight seats to them to la* represented through different 
special lalwur constituencies. 

With the introduction of Reforms, Lalamr has received statutory 
recognition as a distinct interest in some of the liCgislatures in India 
that came into existence under the Goveniraent of India Act of 19111. 
The representation has l>een given by means of nomination which ia 
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provided under Rules made under Oovemment of India Act. This 
recognition has marked an advance in the evolution of the Labour move- 
nient in India. But the representation that has been given to it is not 
in proportion either to the numerical strength of the working classes, 
or to the importance of the interest represented. The representation 
•could only make the voice of Labour heard in the Legislatures where 
it could not be heard before and only in a very few cases it could make 
that voice somewhat effective. ImpoHant Labour problems such as 
limitation of working-hours, housing-accommodation, sanitation, wage- 
disputes, provident funds, bonuses, compensation for accidents, mater- 
nity and child-welfare benefits, abuses, prevalent in the system of 
iuigagements, and disputes between workers and employers resulting in 
the paralysis of works in trades and industries, require careful and 
aeriouH consideration by the I^egislatures. Factories, settlement of 
labour disputes, welfare of labour including jnovident funds, industrial 
insurance (general health and accident) and liousing are subjects which 
require legislation ])y the Indian LegidatureN, but Labour administra- 
tion is prr»vincial and hence, local Legislatures are always to deal with 
these subjects for administering the same in the province^. Therefore, 
to safeguard the interest of the working riasses, it is absolutely neces- 
sary that laboui' should be properly represented in the Legislatures. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble the President left the Fhamber and the 
Deputy President took the (’hair.] 

My ies(dution stands on two <lifferent i'^sue>. The first issue 
involves the discussion of the (|uestio!i <d j)rinciple. that Is. whether 
labour should be represeiiteil by mnni nation or election. 

In this connection I beg to draw the attention of the House that the 
spirit M’hich permeates through the Government of India Act of 1919, 
is evident from the joint report on Indian Reforms (paragraph 232, 
page 150) that 

the nnoinaly involved in the presence of nominated members m a Louncil to 
which we are fciving some responsible powers must, wo think, l>e act'epted as one 
s>f the necessary illogicaIttieK attendant on n transitional period. 8urh nomina- 
tions are made for a representative pur{)ose an<l can remain in such a way as to 
secure representation. Nominiitiun has in our eyes the icreat advantage over the 
alternative of extending the class or communal svstem that it can be more easily 
almlished when the necessity for it ceases. We look to the tlesire of the I'ommunities 
Tcpiesenteil by nominated members to sc^ their representatives in Council placed 
uiKui the same fooling ns those of other ('omniunities to help us in securing the 
extension of the territ^orial principle of reprcstuitntion wherever possible .... 
There ma.v lie c'ases in which nniniiiation proves an iin.suitahle methtKl of securing 
the representation of minorities. In such cases the (ximraittee should oonaider 
wdiether the mH*ds of the case would lie made by I'eserving to a particular community 
a certain number of seats in plural cnnsiitiiencieK .... 

The |X)sition, therefotv, comes (o this that election is the rule for minor- 
iiy-i't»presentation and iiominatioii and exception. The idea is always 
to give the go-by to it as .soon as the necessity for nomination teases, 
and elwtion should lie taken recourse to. The Franchi.se Committee 
next sat to investigate the methods on which seats would be allotted to 
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dlRerent oommunitie^. And so far as labour-represoutation is conc^rQ* 
ad, it had preferred nomination instead of election. I^abour in Bengal 
was in a chaotic condition and there were only four or five lalnmi 
organisations existing in this Presidency. It is true that lalmui organi* 
sation is not verj- stn^ng to-duy like the capitalists, hut the woik in that 
diret'tion is prcK‘eeding steadily and at present Bengal had 50 to r)r> 
organisations repi'esenting the various (dasses of workeiu employed in 
different industrial and commercial concerns of the country. These 
representative IalK)ur organisations have reuliiu‘d that the system of 
nomination to i-epreseiit its interest in the lit‘gislatuie is not <*ompatihle 
with the spirit for which it is to he repre.Nented h>r the pur|M>se of doing 
good to it. These stn^ng unions can form the hasis of setting up sfMK'ial 
lalmur electorates and once this basis is formed, other uni(»ns will not 
fail to quickly build up their strength. It is also ecjually clear that 
representatives elected by labour organizations even as they are to-day, 
will (‘omniand the confidence of (he working classes in a grt»ater measui'C 
than what may be enjoyed by those nominated by (fovt^rninent. They 
w*ill uIm) represent labour interest mucdi belter than the nominated 
representatives, because tlie former will have always to be amenable tr) 
the will of their elei'toi-s while the latter have no sueh !*i*sjM)n»ibility. 
The growing strength (»f labour organizations <‘atinot but be iiH'ogniied 
and labijur has become a class by itself and has made its im}K)rtunee 
felt in the lH)(ly-|K>litic of the eountrv Such a IkhIv conscious of its 
own strength, position and ideal in the politi(‘al horizon is now refus- 
ing to be repn^sented by nomination and like the <‘apitalists wants to 
send its own men t<i its choii e. To make the case for dire<’t n*pi-ese!ita- 
tion by election more strong, I beg t(> refer to the majority and minority 
rei'ommendations of the Muddimaii ('oinmittee’s re|M)rt. 

Majouity Uk< ommknoation— (I*. 50 ). 

“There is a very general recognition of the fact that it is desirable 
that laith these interests (viz., the depressed classes and fa(‘tory lalamr) 
should roieive further ri‘cominen<latif>ri. and we are in agriHunent with 
this view'. In the constitution of some of the pi’ovimdal C^mncils the 
representation of the depressed classes and of the lahouriiig classi's by 
nomination is already pn>vi<led for, but we ilo not cmisider that this 

representation is adeijuate In regard to urban factory lalmur 

we consider that it would be preferable to provide for the further repre- 
sentation by election.” 

MixoKfTY Rkcommkniutio.v — ( p. 180). 

“As regards the representation of the depressed and working classes 
we are of opinion that the correct principle to follow' would be to 
fbo ft«neKt 4 u> 114 tn trive them a chance. throuffh the ooen door 
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of election in general electorates; but where practical considerations 
point to a different eonelnsion, we would suggest that for the next few 

years only special constituencies might be formed for them 

Similarly, as regards factory labour, we favour the representation by 
election. We think though disorganized at present, labour is showing 
signs in urban areas of organizing itself at no distant date. We antici- 
pate that this process will be expedited by labour Jjegislation which we 
understand is under contemplation of the Government of India.’’ 

The report, therefore, admits that labour representation through 
nomination is not adequate and that it should receive further repre- 
sentation. The report further admits that it would he preferable to 
provide for further representation by election. Hence, it follows that 
until adult suffrage is introduced and so long as the special constitu- 
encies exist for the commercial and industrial employers, the working 
classes must also be given the same privilege of sending direct repre- 
sentatives to be elected from special labour constituencies. Important 
representative lalKnir organizuti<»ns of Hei»gal are demanding that the 
labouring classes should be representecl in the Council directly by elec- 
tion than indirectly by nomination. Distinguished British lalamr lead- 
ers like Cjo\. Wedgwood, M.r., Mr. Jhonston, M.r., Major Graham Poles 
who have studied lalamr problems in this country are of opinion that 
labour should be represented in the T^egislutures not by nomination but 
by election. Therefore, it is evident that it is high time to grant direct 
representation to labour. 

Before I deal with the sec(»nd issue of the (pjestion, I want to make 
it absolutely clear that 1 demand eight seats not from 140 seats at 
present existing, but by adding six more seats to the present number. 

Under the existing constitution labour is jepreseiited in this Council 
by two members nominated by the Government under Rule '1 
clause (.’i)(c), whereas, the employers of labour are represented in this 
Council by 15 membei's, elected from .special emj)loyers' constituencies 
representing the inbuests of only alanit 1,‘100 merchants and tradesmen. 
The following is (he list of the number of seats allotted to the employers 
in their sj>ecittl constituem-ies : — 

isperid! empJopvrx roustituenvies. 



Seats. 

electors. 

(1) Bengal Chamber of Commerce 

G 

218 

(2) Bengal National Chamber of Commerce 

o 

180 

(5) Indian dute Mill Association 

o 

169 

(4) Indian Mining Ass^ociation 

I 

130 

(5) Calcutta Trades’ Association 

1 

168 

(G) Bengal Mobajuu Sabha 

1 

2(k> 

(7) Indian Tea Association 

1 


(8) Bengal Maiwari Association 

1 
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The figures given above show the hoilownees of employers’ repre* 
sentation and when compared with the strength of workmen numbering^ 
about 14 lakhs given below, it would convim^ the House whether labour 
can legitimately demand at least half the seats namely, eight to repre* 
sent its interest side by side with the employers: — 

1, Faetorj* workers t employed in 1,008 faetories). 

2. Railwaymen — 

(Vi) Bengal-Nagpui RailwuA. KharttgiH)rp Workshop - 

2o.m 

(h) East Indian Kail way, Lilloah Workshop 15,000 
{(') East Indian Railway and Howrah Worksh«»|i — 5,000 
id) Eastern Bengal Railway — 48, (KH) 

Assam-Bengal Railway uiid others — 1.1,000. 

.‘1, Seamen — 

(</) employed in f«ueign-gt>ing nhips I,00,iH)0 (up to i*eh- 
riiury, 10^, 1. SO, 050 seamen have l>een registertnl 
in the shipping idliee and it is ealeulated that fji»ni 
l(S8T up t»» date roughly S(>,t).50 men either left their 
MTvices or died). 

ih) Inland steamers, ferries, launehes, bouts, ete. — 20.(KHb 

4. Miners — AO.tMK) 

5. Print<'rs-- 50,(K)0 
0. Doekeis-dO.OIK) 

7, Tramwuymen. Other transjairt workers — 25, (KM) 

8. ( 'ommer( ial einpb ye<\s — I 

0. I.abourers in Tea (iardens — 4.00.(MK). 

• The i*t*presentuti<ms of these wtukers should be thnuigb their organi- 
Kutions on the basis of spet'ial labour eonstitueueies for eaeli elass of 
workers. The names of organixatioris and the immbei of siuits. 
w^hieh I suggest to l»e allotted to them are as folloms; 

1. Organixatioii of Factory lalKUiieiH — Two seals. 

(/) Howrah Labour I nion. 

(it) Kankinaia LalKuir Fnion. 

(hO Bt'iigal Jute Workers’ Association, Bhalitarn. 

Ur) Na<lia Mill Workers’ AsstH-iation, Bhatpara. 

(r) Gourip<»re Workers’ Ass<K*iati<»n, (rouripttre. 

(n) Reliance I^alwiur Union. 
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(vii) Hosier^' Workmen s Union. 

(vm) Calcutta liubour Asfiociation. 

(t>) Calcutta Corporation Employees’ Association (Workshop 
iSection). 

'2. Orj^anizations of Railwaymen — One seat. 

(i) Benffal-Nag-pur Railway, Indian Labour Union. 

(ii) Eastern Bengal Railway, Indian Employees’ Association. 
(Hi) East Indian Railway Labour Union. 

^‘1. Organizations of Seamen — One seat. 

(/) Indian Seamens’ Union. 

(ii) Bengal Mariners’ Union. 

4. Organizations of Minors — One seat. 

, (/) Indian Colliery Employees* Association. 

-5. Organizations of Printens — One seat. 

(i) Press Employees’ Association. 

(it) Linotype Workers’ Ass<K'iation. 

(Hi) (’alcutta (%>rp<»ration Employees’ Association (Printing 
Section). 

Organizations of Docker^, Tramwaymen, and other Transjwu’t 
Workei*s — One seat. 

(/) LnlK)ur Association of Ben*gal. 

(ii) (’alcutta Tramway Employees’ Union. 

(Hi) Transport Workers’ Union. 

7. Organization of Commercial Employees — One seat, 

(/) Employees’ Association. 

(ii) Calcutta l*ort Trust Employees’ Association. 

(Hi) Calcutta Corporation Employees’ Association. 

As at present there is no organization for labourers in the Tea 
<Iardens, their cause will be ct)nsidered in future. 

Now let us see how far Rule •) of the Bengal Electoi-ul Rules can l>e 
amended so as to give lalmur 8 seats instead of the existing 2. Sec- 
tion 72A, clause (2) of the Government of India Act provides ” that the 
numl>er of ineiuliers of the Governors' Legislative Councils shall he in 
■accordance with the table set out in the Eii-st Schedule to this Act; and 
-of the iueinl»ei'« of each Council not more than 20 per cent, shall be 
official memWrs, and at least 70 per cent, shall be elected members ”, 
4 and clause (a) to that sub-clause (2) provides : “ Provided that subject 
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to the nwititenanre of the above proportions^, rulen under this Act may 
provide for increasin#? the numtser of memlsers of any Council, as 
specified in that sc hedule The First Schedule of the Oovemment of 
India Act says that Beii^ral has only l>eeii allotted seats, but at 
present we see hei-e 140 seals. How has that c lmiiKe been made. This 
change has been made under section r.?9A of the Oovernment of India 
Ac*t w'hich lays down that “ where any matter is requin*d to Ih' prescril>e«i 
or rej^ulated by rules under this At‘t uml no special provision is made as 
to the authority hy whom the rult\s aiv to he made, the rules shall la* 
made by the (lovernor-tfeneral in ('ouncil. with tln‘ sanctitm of the 
Secretary (»f State in ( tmncil, and shall not be subject t(» repeal or 
alteration by the Indian legislature oi h\ any lo<al leKislatine The 
proposal that I have made in my leMdutiiui tt» amend the rule has not 
come out from me for the first time, but I liave my precedent f(*r it, I 
Iiave already said that the number of scat'^ in the Heit^al Legislative 
Coumdl as recommended by the FFanchise Committee an<l incor|M)rated 
in the First Schedule of the (rovernment of India Act was Itfri > (KKI 
seats for the elected members. !..’() foi officials and for nominated mm- 
officialsi. Til is recommendation was aicepted m toto by Furliament as 
we find it so incorpoiated in the Sr heilule ot the Act, hut instead of 1*.?^ 
members we see here IfU in this Council, am) the lleu)ful Cliambei of 
Commerce wliich was allotted only 4 seats b\ llie Franchise ('ommittee 
is at pie*'ent enjo\in^ (I seats. How have Ihesr idian^es been inade?^ 
These chancres have been made under section L.iffA of the liovernmeiil 
of India Act. and Notification-. No. t»(*T'F.. ibited the iMfth duly. 
and No, (lal(*(l the ‘Uftli -luls, will show tlu*se changes. 

Evidently therefore, theie i-. no coiistitutioiiul l»ar to amend Hub* •\ of 
the Heii^ml Electoral Huleg and in place of 114 elected seuti 122 Hbould 
be allotted and in place of 2 metnbers nominated by the (loverninenl it 
hbould be that all the members should be elected. These S scats for 
lalmur should be represented like the Industrial Employers through 
different sjjecial labour constituencies and those const ituem'ies should 
l>e their oiyaniKations like the employers. 'Fhe mat ter of (i eating 
Hpeeial lalmur constituemdes would be niucli facilitated as Mnm as the 
Trade Union Hill, wdnhli is now fiefiue the la*)risbitive AsHembly, is 
passed. The matter will be much cxpeihtecl and lalKiur will ^et much 
facilities to standardizi* th(»se special constituencies. The <*oininercial 
and industrial emplo.vers have* ut present ^ot lb seats as I have already 
said, and it is reasonuhly ex|>e<’ted~ and 1 am placing ni\ views la^fore 
my Swarajist friends that they will show sympathy to lalKtur and this 
is the chance that lulK>ur has ^ot in this (’ouncil s<» lon|f us they are 
here, labour luifcbt jr<*t special (dectoiul franchise and be in a fKisitiou 
to send their elected repiesentatives to this Council ; and I also upfieal 
to my Nationalist friends to support my resolution in view' of the fact 
that under the existing constitution the representatives of 
roerchantB and tradesmen are beie in a large numlwr — they are 15 in 
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number — whereas we w'ho represent at least 14 lakhs of workmen, are 
two here, and we have eoiue here by means of nomination, and it is for 
ray friends to deeide whether labour should come throu^rh elet’tion or 
labour will have to depend in future on nomination. 

With these words I move the resolution that stands in my name. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I beg to move a> an amend- 
ment to Mr, Daud’s ivwdution that all w’ords commenting from “ and 
by allotting at least eight seats be omitted from this resolution. 

Sir, the resolution moved by Mr. Daud divides itself into two parts. 
In the first part he asks the (’ouncil \o recommend the substitution of 
the principle of election for the principle of nomination : in the second 
he asks for an increase in the number of seats now allotted to labour. 
Ko far as the first part is concerned, I wholeheartedly associate myself 
with this demand. The present system under which Government 
nominate two members to represent labour is a bad one. The nominated 
members are in mi sense of the term leal representatives of the labour- 
ing population. They <iwe their seats to the good graces of Government 
and naturally they aie unable to displease the Government and perform 
their duties fearlessly for fear of losing their seats. The labour seats, 
therefor«\ at present mean so much more power to the elbow of Govern- 
ment. The sooner the system of nomination is replaced by the system 
of election the better. 

As foi the second ])art, I am unable to support the demand for an 
extension of the principle of separate electorates. Sepaiatism is the 
bane <if India and until this temlency is checked, we shall never have an 
Indian Nation. Separate electorates always tend to prevent the growth 
of a feeling of solidarity amo!\g the members representing the various 
interests. They are often, and at best they may be regarded as, a neces- 
sary evil during the transition period. 

Any extension of the principle <if separate representation is laiund 
to W injurious to the political jiidgress of the «‘ountry. I therefoi'e, 
oppose this demand ami 1 hope my amendment will commend itself iu 
the Hou.se. 

Dr. H. W. D. MORENOs I rise to supiMirt the resolution as inoveil 
by Mr. Daud. Sir, with the Ueforms cume the first rwognitiou of 
lalKmr in the C'cnineiU of the Krapire. We have here in this tk>ujacil 
•ittiug with m two nominatetl memliers repreaeuting labour. Everybody 
I'ealiees and Dr. Pramathauath Hanerjea has bidught that out effectively, 
that the [leople nominated by Government are naturally misrepresented. 
Whatever they d<», or however they act, they ai'e open to misrepreaenU* 
tion on both sides. To free them fnmi such trammels I think it is right 
and pioper that electii>n should l>e the basis on which they should come 
to this Council. In the Muddimun Committee, both the Majority aadi 
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tli4? Minority Reports are in favour of giving I^ibouj I’epresentation 
thn)U|?h the means of election and I understand that the Government of 
India are carefully considering these Reports. It wouhl therefon' 
strengthen their hands if the Bengal Government made their recom- 
mendation ill terms of this resolution so that Bengal at least could have 
elected Laliour representatives. The givat talk now is for the broaden- 
ing of the franchise and while we have all i lusses of interests lepiesented. 
Labour has just this ineagic represenfatiim ahich we find n<»w in this 
Council. While we have the agricultural ilusses having a direct vote, 
the industrial workers are shut out couipletely. lu this (Vuncil we have 
the employers of Lahoui very largely repi-esented — almost ahnonually 
represented — while the class of lahouicis is shut out, just only with this 
narrow outlet of two noniiiiatcd uumiiIhus. 

The difficulty that might present itselt is, how are we going to have 
the basis of election for Labour representatives? I may point out her© 
that the Government of India have on the anvil a Bill for the Uegis- 
tration of T>abour Fnions. This will put out from all recognition those 
spurious unions, most of whom are of mushrcHim growth, it will end, 
however, in the due recognition and estuhli.shim*nt of pro|MM' Fnions 
that are effective in voicing the particular interests they s<‘ek to re[)re- 
sent. Now if tlo'se I iiions lx* ivc<»gnized, what harm is there in giving 
them the power of representation through properly elected candidates 
just us representation icS given to properly recognised Associations 
voicing other inleiests such as the merchants* interests, tlie landlords' 
interests and so on and ho forth? There can be no difficulty al>ouf this; 
if all these properly recognixed Associations are able to send their 
representatives to the Council it should follow us u matter of course 
that the Laliour Fiiions would he equally able to semi proper repre- 
sentatives of Labour. I see here no clashing of interests. Labour 
doe.s not seek to shut out the interests of the employer; it asks for an 
equal place with others. This Council should stand equally for the 
welfare of the employer and the employee. Talking uliout the 
important interests Labour possesses one would he staggered to find 
the number of people employed in industrial loncerns; and unless and 
until some outlet is given to their representatives to speak imt their 
grievances in this Council you have the danger of trying to sit upon 
the safety-valve of an engine, with the inevitable consequence. 1 know, 
being concerned with Labour for some time now, that it is a real need 
that Labour is pressing for ami I feel suiv that if this opportunity be 
given to Ijabour you will have u set of people here in the Council voicing 
the interests of Ijabour, which will not be in any way inimical to other 
interests. 

Dr. Bauerjea talked of the difficulty of having mqmrate interests in 
Labour and of the claabing of these interests. The difficulty is a real 
one. Ton have a certain group of unions that gather round a parti- 
cular interest, the textile workers, the printers, roilwaymen among 
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whom are largely found Anglo-Indians, To jumble all these interests 
togetber, to give them promiscuous representation, say, 4 or 5 or 6, 
would lead to endless confusion. But if these interests were broadly 
separated you could have very effective representation sent from those 
unions gathering round particular interests. 

I think Government should find very little against a resolution ' of 
this kind when they look to the doings of the “ Old Country.’* Not 
long ago Labour was decried and looked down upon there; it went 
through vicissitudes and many changes of fortune. To-day it stands 
as the oflBcial opposition in the Mother of Parliaments, nay, it even 
assumed in the past the office of Government, and assumed it with 
<:redit to itself and to the Empire. The time has now come in Bengal, 
nay, in India when we should have Labour representation as effective 
as in England, following the same lines which Labour has followed 
in the “ Old Country ” till it becomes a real source of power in this 
land. The Government should look upon Labour, as Labour is looked 
upon in England to a great extent, as one of the most valuable adjuncts 
for the upholding of good order and government. 

With these remarks I heartily Hupjiort the resolution. 

Babu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: I ri.se to oppose this 
motion. My reason is this: all mills are dangerous to this country and 
sooner the mills are closed the si)eedier will l>e the salvation of the coun- 
try. Therefore, all sorts of impt^dimenls are to be placed in the way of 
the labouring class resorting to the mills. The mills are a great menace 
to agriculture and have caused iinmen.s(‘ injury to it. If mills multiply, 
lands will lie fallow. I will encourage mills when Indian brains will 
construct the nci’essary engines. We want advance towaitls swaraj ; 
while we make a retrograde journey by efforts to make labour com- 
fortable at the mills. This is surely an anomaly. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: 1 am not going to detain the House and 
inflict a long sfK*ech u{)on them. First I shall deal with the point 
raised by my friend, Dr. Praraathanath Banerjea. He said that sepaiv 
ate representation is impairing the political progress of the rt>untry. 
I quite agt‘e with this in principle but having regard to the fact that 
under the present system representation in this Council is based on 
separate, communal and special electorates I do not see any reason 
why at the present moment such a large number and bcKly of {>eople 
should not have real representation in matters of legislation affecting 
them solely and no one else, and constantly coming up in this Council, 
should l>e delmrred from sending one of their oxvn men here. I tell 
the authorities that may be this is the sort of thing that hurts and I 
think on this ground alone Government ought to accept this resolu- 
tion and give effect to it. Ever since the inauguration of the Trade 
Union Congress in this countr>' ever>’ year they have been passing 
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resolutioni to give representation to labourers particularly because at 
tbe preseat moment in the labour areas there are few who can take- 
advantage of toe general electoral rules. In the factories you will find 
labourers most of whom do not pay income tax or chaukidari tax; 
they cannot pay any revenue to get themselves represented! ; even if 
some of them do, they fonu a very small minority. But having it'gnrd 
to the fact that trade union legislation is coming into fon-e very sm>n 
when every union which wants recognition by legislation will have it 
we in this Council should not op^) 08 e the resolution Mr. Daud has 
brought forward. Here you will see that we have gtit the represen* 
tatives of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Tea Plantei's. Zainin* 
dars, Land-holders, Marwari ('hamher of (\>ni!neix‘e, ami the Bengal 
Mahajan Sahha. There are more than eight meiiil>ers wlu> have come to 
look after the interests of the capitalists and capitalists alone. The 
principle of nomination has been extended to the depiesse<i or rather 
oppressdMl classd's, hut nomination is very had in princijile Ihmuusc tho 
< hoice remains with (Toverument who thn^ become masters and the 
iiominateil people their servants. 

With regard to Dr. Moreno who had a fiing. a clnuip fiing at the 
lawyers who said that there are too man> lawyers coming thriMigh 
elections. Dr. Monuio knows very well that in the case of a labour 
ilisputes it is the lawyer.-, who <-omc t<» the rescue and even . 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: I did not mention a single word against 
the lawyers. I have the highest resjH‘ct for them including Mr. Haidar. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Even Dr. Moreno will find that if reprcsrui- 
tation Ik’ given by clc( tion to the labourers a good many lawyius will 
in through that. The (iovernment nominee Mr. Daud hai»iH*us to 
Ik* a lawyer. Why did Mr. Daud g(d the nomination. Because he, in 
spite of his being a lawyer, took a great diuil of interest in labour 
questions and tried to help the seamen in having their grievances 
redressed. That i.s certainly one of the reasons 1 dare say why Mr. 
D^^ud was nominated. As I have said I am against the principle of 
nomination and I say that the principle of election should W sub- 
.stituted in its place. If this principle is accepted then only two 
nominated members will go away from the Council hut it will mean on 
the other hand an increase of four elei ted members— four In'ing the 
number that Government will have to add to the numb<*r of seats in 
the Council and the legislation on this [mint, the Government of India 
Act, has given ample scope for the increase of seats. I whole-hearted- 
ly support the resolution moved by Mr. Daud and 1 hope this House 
will curry it. 

BirikU HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: I was just wondering if 
mv friend Mr. Daud was like the man in the story cutting tbe branch 
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on which he wa» sitting, I suspect he must have lost all affection for 
the Government who has nominated him, and it is a good sign that he 
is now, as a true representative of labour, advocating their cause and 
pleading for election. It is the same old question still. I think so 
long as labour inarticulate, the intelligentia w’ill exploit them. I find 
Labour M.L.C.’s. here who were never labourers themselves. Of 
course, if we stick to the definition of labour, as given by the British 
Labour Party, namely, labour by brain or by hanci makes one a 
labourer, then tlu?se gentlemen are surely labourers. There are people, 
I mean the intellectual poleturiats or physical prdetariats, who are 
never represented in this House. I should like them to come in. Time 
will rej)hice these leaders w'ith leaders who w'ill conu* from true Labour 
ranks. The programme of the Swaraj party does not go against the 
resolution; it includes the protection and promotion of Labour, and I 
hope my party will support this resolution in full. 

Mr. P. H. BROWNE: I am sure the members of this House would 
]»e ordy too glad to wcdcome i(‘j)iesentatives of all classes of Labour, and 
to give their MUi)porf to this resolution. T should like to see every class 
represented in this (’hamber, but the ])oint is, where are we going to 
put them ally At present wv have very limited space — a liadies’ 
Galhny and a Visitors’ Gallery — and theie will 1 h* very little room for 
all the new meml)ers that liave been suggested. 

I wouhl suggest that until we have a new building sanctioned and 
built, the question of further represen tatioi» .should he postponed. 

[At this stage the (’oumil was adjourned for ten minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

[The HonMde the President returned to the (’hair.] 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 thank Mr. Daud for his attempt 
to have a special representation for Lul)our in this (jouncil, and I think 
it is his duty to do so as he represents Labour in this Council, but we 
must take into consideration not only the claims of Labour but the 
^’laims as well of other com muni ties of Bengal. What about the 
ilepressed classes who are regarded as |HH)ple of the oppressed classes? 
Is it not a fact that the number of the depressed classes predominates? 
How many representatives have they got in this Council? The claims 
of other communities must also l>e considered ; I mean the landholders 
of Bengal; they have only 5 representatives in this Council; they pay 
heavy rates and taxes but they 'are in a hopeless minority, on the 
ground of the system of one man, oiie vote. If a person pays a revenue 
of a lakh of rupees to Government, he is entitled to one vote only, and 
is placed on the same footing with a person who pays only Ra. 1-8 per 
annum as municipal rates. Then what al>out the Indian trade and 
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eommeroi ikf Bengal? Are they well reiaeMiiied in this Cenndl? I 
anewer it the*^neg»tive. So far as the European eommeree and trade 
are conopmed, they have got 10 repreaentativea in this Council, 
whereas the Indian trade has got only four. As regards Education, it 
is most regretable that they have only 2 representatives. Therefore, I 
beg to submit, that while admitting that Labour representation should 
be strengthened in this CountHl, I am opposed to the increase to 8. 
Therefore, whilst I approve the principle of electoral representation. 1 
strongly object to the increase in the number, and 1 support the amend- 
ment moved by Dr. Pramathauath Banerjea. 

•If» Ka IIAY'CHAUDHURI I I accord my whole-hearted suppoi*t 
to the principle of Mr. Daud’s resolution. As regards the number of 
electorates and other details, these things must be left to the future 
for the simple reason that our unions have not made the same progress 
that we expected as labour organiuers. I am sorry to say that 
Mr. Thomas Johnson, the Labour M. P. for Dundee who was on a visit 
here a few days ago, expressed his sinwre regret that there ore very few 
hona fide trade unions in Bengal, and regretted to see no large organi- 
aation of labour even in that great industry of jute. Probably the Trade 
Unions Bill pending liefore the I^egislalive Assembly with provisions to 
help in the growth of hona fide unions w'ill help Labour a lot. But at the 
some time I must express my regret that some of the Indian meml»«rs 
of the Assembly opposed that Bill which aims at elimination of 
numerous mushroom unions which sprung into existence, hut surely 
it must be recogni/^Ml that unless uniiius conform to the rec^ognised 
laws of asso<*iations, why should they have any representation in 
Legislatures. 

I agree with Dr. Pramathauath Banerjea that the numl)er of elei - 
toretes must be left for future consideration. There must la* investi- 
gations of the claims of different labour organ i*at ions. 

Somebody had a fling at the principle of nomination. It has l>een 
said that nomination means subservience; I totally deny that. I ran 
only refer to what happened yesterday when the Labour representative 
was on conflict with the Government over the resolution about piece- 
work in Ben^ Government Press. Mr. Joshi is a nominated member 
in the Legislative Assembly; can anybody dare accuse him of subser- 
vience to Government. 

Hr. PRCilOCNTl Onler, order. Please confine yourself to the 
terms of the resolution. 

Mn K. C. RAY CHAUDHURh I am replying to certain remarirs 
made regarding nomination being subservient to Government. 

Mr. RRiilOiim 1 think you should try knd avoid ifitrodttcin|^ 
Dereonalities in a matter like this. 
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Mr. K. C. HAY CHAUDHUHI: I am giving an instance of 
Mr. Joshi who has opposed Government on many occasions at the Legis* 
lative Assembly and he is a nominated member. It depends on the man 
on the character of the nominee — it does not depend on the principle of 
nomination at all. That is my point. Why in spite of Mr. Joshi's 
persistent opposition to Government he was nominated for the second 
time in the Assembly. 

My second point is that all we have discussed to-day about labour 
representation has been very thoroughly discussed in the Muddiman 
Minority Report. In this connection I am bound to point out that it 
took nearly 60 years for English unions to grow ; and in the year 1870 
(I am not very sure of the year) the Trade Union Congress which sat 
in London passed a resolution that Labour should take part in politics^ 
Mr. Keir Hardie was one of the foremost leaders of Labour who took up 
the^ educaiion of the people on labour politics and later on the Labour 
Party came into being in the British Parliament. In fact previously 
the Trade Union leaders were strongly opposed to any participation of 
their unions in politics. It took nearly 50 years for the Parliamentary 
r.nbour Party to gnjw. LalK>ur organization in this country’ must go 
through a piocesa of evolution and not revolution. 

Even in the United States of America they have no Labour politics. 
The late Mr. Gompers, the leader of American labour, often said that 
he did not want a Labour party because of conflicts between Labour and 
other parties in the Legislatures. I would like to see more Labour re- 
presentatives in municipalities and district lK)ards where the conditions 
of housing and other matters affecting industrial and agricultural 
labour have to be thrashed out more than in I/egislative Councils. 

The next question is if we have a Labour electorate, what about the 
jaiyats; these people has no electorate. We have the landholders’ elec- 
torates. Is not the interest of the raiyat always in conflict with the 
landholders’ interests? Therefore, it is also necessary that we should 
have both Labour and raiyat electorates. After all raiyats live on 
agricultural labour. 

Mr. M. DAUDs On a point of order, Sir, the raiyats question can- 
not arise at all out of my resolution. 

Mr. PR ill Off NTs I think the hoii'ble memW is quite m ot*der. 

Mr. K. C. RAY GHAUDHURI: Then in leply to my friend Babu 
Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, who said that th^re should be real manual 
workers sitting here, I disagree with him. What about Mr. Joshi, 
is he a manual labiMOrer? What about Mr. Ramsay Maedcutald, Ima he 
ever done a day’s manual labour in his life? What about Mr. Andrews, 
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the recofniied authority on Indian labour in India P The Labour re^ 
presenta^fa should be the brain of the liubour party here to help in 
labour legislations and to help in organising T^abour unions. • 

With these words I beg to support the principle of the resolution 
of Mr. Daud, viz,, that there should be labour electorates provided » of 
course, that *borm Jufe organisations are forthcoming at all. 

Thi Hon^bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: We have heard a very interest* 
ing debate and we all agree that liabour should lie propi^rly represented 
in this legislature. There are uo two opinions almut the (luestion at all, 
though the literature on the suhje< t is fairly large and ejkhuustive. 
Mr. Daud has nia<le an intei-esting s|ietH'h, and has given us the views 
of the Labour in as rogent a iiinnner as jMissihle. 

Now, supposing that the principle of election is lietter than that of 
nomination; defects have been pointed out by some of the representa- 
tives of the Labour in this House in IuIkuii organ izat ions: for instance, 
Mr. Ray rhuudbiui and Mr. Iluldui 1 d<i not know if the latter is the 
official lepresentativi* of the Labour i»arty, but I understand he is also 
connecteil with certain labour organizations. If we want true I'cju'eseuta- 
tion of Lalniur, there can lx* no doubt that the system of elp<*tion will 
at present very iiiadecjuately unswei the pui|H>se. Trade I niouH have 
been suggested us jKissible cxmstituencies, but as reganls that, Mr. Hay 
Chaudhuri, who ought to know something about Trade Fnions, has 
informed the House that Trade Fnions have not yet l»een prop<*rIy orga- 
niaed in thi.s country. They have to be organized on a much more 
satisfactory' basi.s before they can furnish proper constituencdes foT 
labour. 

The best solution would undoubtedly be according to constitutional 
theory to lower the franchise so as to include the labouring classes, but 
there are practical difficulties to be met. You must not only lower the 
franchise, but you would have to lower it on a large scale to include 
not only workers in the mills and do<!kyards and railways, but also the 
raiyats. As has been pointed out, there is no ground for differentiat- 
ing between labour in the mills and labour in the ffelds. 

At the same time Government feel that there sliould lie liettci lepre- 
sentation from labour in some form or other. The matter has engaged 
the attention of the Government of India: and so far as this Govern- 
ment aye concerned, we are very much conscious of the difficulties tha^ 
lie in the w'ay of creating a special electorate for labour. Nomina- 
tion is certainly not a good sulwtitute for election ; but until we havi 
proper constituencies through which labour can send representativwr, 
nomination is the only alternative. Anyhow, the matter is receivini 
the consideration of the Government of India : and so far as this Oorern* 
ment are concerned, we shall be glad to forward the opinions of thw 
ConneO on this subject to the Government of India. 3 

27a 
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As regards the number of seats, I must say one Word. Eight 
seems to be a large number to earmark. As for the difficulty of hous- 
ing additional eight members, pointed out by Mr. Browne, I think it 
might be got over somehow. Perhaps, some of our Swarajist friends 
will oblige the additional Labour members by vacating their own seats. 
I have however grave doubts whether Labour will be able to send eight 
competent men as their representatives to the Council. The amend- 
ment of Dr. Banerjea seems to be more reasonable and it sbould be 
left to the authorities to work out what would be the appropriate 
number by which Labour should be represented in this Council. 

Mr. M. DAUD: I am really glad to hear from the Hon'ble Member 
in charge that so far as the first part of my resolution is concerned, 
(Government have no objection to accept the principle of election in 
place of nomination. I am, however, really very sorry to say that this 
is rather a pious wish of the Government. It is not known whether 
the principle will ever be carried into effect till 1929. Therefore, it 
is merely a pious wish. My friend, Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, who is 
also a Tiabour member in this Council has rightly or wrongly pointed 
out to this Council that he accepts the principle, but so far as the 
eight seats are concerned, or rather the allotment of seats is concerned, 
it would l)e left to the future. I may say that as he shares the same 
responsibility with me for the lal)ourer8 in this Council and as this 
resolution of mine was tabled in August, 1924, it was his duty to 
solve the problem as to how these eight seats would be distributed. 
Bui he has not taken any care to solve it. Now, with regard to one of 
my friends — I understand his name is Mr. Browne — who represents the 
employers: he said that there was a pra^’tical difficulty in regard to 
this resolution in connection with the housing of these Tiabour mem- 
bers and that a new House was necessary. My answer to him is this, 
that the housing problem in industrial and commercial concerns is 
always a difficult problem for the employers of labour to solve. I may 
tell him that the remark that has been made by him is a very good 
one and he should remember that his capital will be of no use if labour 
withdraws from his industrial concerns. It is, therefore, his business 
lor the sake of his own interests to sympathise with the demands of 
labour. The employers are very fairly represented in this Council* but 
the employees are not. The employees are represented m this Council 
by a lawyer like myself and a philanthropist like Mr. Ray Chaudhuri 
through the back door of nomination. It is my desire to place before 
the House the real demands of labour. I have worked in this (council 
for the last two years and have come to the conclusion that labour 
cannot gain any advantage from this Council until and unless it can 
send its elected representatives to this Council. 1 have got nothing to 
my so for as the wisb of the Government is concerned and 1 rather 
congratulate the Government Member on his accepting at least the 
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principle. Now, with regard to Dr. Banerjea'e amendment, he hae 
said that h« would not support any special representation as these repre- 
sentations ore deirimentahto the progress of the country. 

Df» I^RAMATHANATH BANERdEAs I have said extension of the 
principle. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! 

Mr. M. DAUD: I accept it. Now my answer to Dr. Banerjea is 
thi«> that his principle might W good and would be of some use in a 
country where there are no divergent elements. Here in this country, 
there are so many divergent elements that it is not possible here, and 
there is no other alternative, to safeguard the interests of the minori- 
ties; and special constituencies and s]MM‘ial representations are absolutely 
necessary. If you want to see that you are going on in a constitu- 
tional line and are going on for the bc. t interests of the country, all 
these interests must be represented. However, I leave it to the 
House so far as my resolution is loucerned and it is for the House to 
decide whether they will accept my projHisition or not. 

The following amendment of Dr. i^raniuthanath Banerjea to the 
resolution of Mr. M. Daud was then put and agreed to: — 

“ The following words at the end be omitted, namely— 

‘ and by allotting at least eight w^ats to them to be 
repre.^eiited through different sf>ecial labour tx)n- 
stituencies.* 

The motion of Mr. M. Daud, was then put in the following amended 
fomi and agieed to: — 

“ This Council recommends to the (ioveriiinent that early ste|>s be 
* taken to move the proper authorities to amend Rule 3 of the 

Bengal Electoral Rules with a view to remove the present 
disability of the labouring classes to send their own elected 
representatives by granting special electoral franchise to 
them.’* 


EttaMishmeiit of • MedictM MmoI at Borhol. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY GHOUDHURI BoboOitn I mare 
that this Council recommends to the (Jovernment that steps he taken 
for the early establishment of a medical school at Barisal, the head- 
quarters of the district of Bakarganj. 
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In answer to a question of Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra, the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education and Medi- 
cal was pleased to “ recognize the necessity of Parting more medical 
schools in Bengal,** This policy is now well-established, and is recog- 
niied both by the Government and the people. That the medical edu- 
cation which is partially vocational should be increased as far as possible 
and more medical schools should be started as early as practicable can 
no longer l)e denied. It will not only give medical relief to the interior 
of the I*roviijre to far distant mufassal villages decimated by malaria, 
kala-azar and cholera but will provide bread to the families of a number 
of our young men. 

I’he ratio of registered medical practitioners to population in Bengal 
is about I |ier 10,000 as has been said by the Hori’ble Member but tbe 
ratio is still less and dwindles into insignificance in the district of 
Bakarguuj. The total population of the district is 26,23,756 and the 
numl)er of registered practitioners will be less than 100. The area of 
the distrii t is 3,490 square miles with 2,990 inhabited villages looked 
after by less than HM) (jualified medical men most of wiiom live and 
practise in district or subdivisioiial headquarters. Thus, there is not 
one praclitioner for every 30 villages. This is the medical relief, this 
is the medical assistance (he f)eople of Bakarganj are daily getting. 

A portion of the distri<'t remains un<ler a curse for more than 0 
months a year, its water l>ecoines saline and unfit for human consump- 
tion, cholera and bowel trouble upi>ear and make yearly havoc among 
the fMipulution, malaria and kala-azar are appearing in the district with- 
out any real and practical check. The district Imard dis{)ensaries are 
only a few, nearly one in every thanu, and the do(‘tors fastened to their 
routine duties can hardly and timely attend to distant calls. Thus, 
pmctically tlwre is no medical relief or nssistaToe available in remote 
mufassal villages. 

Sir, I appeal to the House to imagine how jjoiu-. uneducated 
villagers Bakarganj, old and young men and women dying by 
thousands without treatment. Will not this vision of suffering humaur 
ity stagger our imagination and shall we not cry “ shame ” ! 

The total jwpulatioii is 26,2^1,756 w’hereas the number of literate mwi 
are 3,(K1,759 and the English-knowing )K>piilation is 31,805 only and 
the death-rate is 70,(K)0 a year. From these figures we can at once see 
that the idea of sanitation uniotig the masses is abnormally low. I 
admit that neither the Government nor the public bodies can directly 
raise or improve the idea of sanitation or give direct medical relief to 
all parts of the district with all their resources. But I can tell this 
House very empbatienlly that this can be surely done by semBng more 
qualified medical piactitioners to tbe interior villages for practice and 
this will necessitate the creation or tunnng out of such men every year. 
Thei't* aiv nearly 3.000 inhabiteil villages in the district. If one doctor 
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can nmn^ 3 villas there is yet room for 900 qualified pmetitionero 
more in Ifiis dietrict with 900 compounders attached to them. In this 
way. Sir* we can solve the bread question of 1,800 families and can 
give medieal assistance to more than 20 lakhs of people. 

!^©re are 54 secondary schools in the district with 10,393 scholars 
reading in them and 1,400 boys in Barisal town schools only and these 
schools are turaing out 800 to 900 Matriculates every year/ what these 
young men will do? Sixty per cent, of them can not or do not enter 
colleges. Not even 5 per cent, of them can enter offices, the rest are 
to make their independent living and what profession or vacation are 
left for them? What will l)e the future course of life for these unfor- 
tunate young men? It is the duty of the State to open for them as 
far as practicable avenues through which they can make out their 
independent living. 

The Government resolution on the Trienniol lleport on the workings 
of the hospitals and dispensaries in Bengid clearly recognises the demand 
for more qualified practitioners. It runs thus: — 

In order partially to meet the demand for more qualified practilionerii of Kiib- 
assisUnt surgeon class through out the Presidency of Bengal more particularly 
in mufassal areas the sanctioned strength of students in the Campbell and Dacca 
Medical Schools was raiserl by 100 and TiO, respectively. A third medical school, 
vtz., the Ronaldshay Medical School with accommodation for aOO students was 
established at Burdwan and formally opened in July, 1921, In pursuance of a 
reM)lution which was accepted by lienga) Ixgislative Council a committee was 
appointed in April, 1921, to advise Government as to the steps to l)e taken for 
the establishment of more medical wIkkjIk at various districts headquarter siaitons 
where there are large hospital suitable for clinical teaching since then Mymenaingh 
Medical School has been started. 


Now arc these expuuaioiiN in any way siiffioient for the need of 
Bariaal? The Camplxdl Medical Schewd will not admit KukI Bengal 
Imys. The Dacca Medical School cun hardly meet the deAml of Dacca 
District only. Not even 5 Imyn from Bariaal can get tbemaelvcM 
admitted there yearly. Burdwan Siluiol cannot take in East Bengal 
boys. Burdwan and Hooghly Imvs will W suffifnent for it. Mymeii- 
lingh School can hanlly aicommo<late all the boys of Mymensiiigh, 
Sylhet and Comilla. Where is then any room for Barisal hoys? If a 
medical school Im» established at Barisal it will not only provide Barisal 
boys but also Imys from Faridpur, Noakhali and Khulna Districts, as 
in the old days Broja Mohan College and Ilaj (%indra (Mlege of 
Barisal used to accommodate students of all these districts. Thus, by 
establishing a medical sc‘hool at Barisal the students of 4 districts will 
be benefited. 

Now, Sir, 1 think I have made out a clear and strong case for 
establishing a medical school at Barisal. 

The next question Lh whether this is feasible, that is the question of 
cjosts. The committee we are told has recommended a cheaper type of 
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achool. The coet of constmetion of Mymeiieiiigh Medical School is 

1,4^,515 including a tank which required Bs. 14,393. We learn 
from the speech of Rai Bahadur Shyama Charan Roy, Chairman of the 
Medical School Foundation Committee, Mymensingh, that Bs. 39,000 
wa# contributed from King Edward Memorial Fund and Es. 10,000 from 
the sum of Rs. 50,000 placed at the disposal of Hon’ble Member by 
Kumar Banat Kumar Mukhei^i of Uttarpara. Barisal can expect the 
same contribution from those funds. The cost of construction of the 
Barisal Medical School, of the Mymensingh type, will be less than 
Rs. 1,40,000, as the excavation of a tank at Barisal will cost far less. . 
I can announce before this House that a kind and large hearted gentle- 
man of the Barisal town, Mr. N. Gupta, c.i.e. has kindly promised a 
magnificent donation of Rs. 78,000 for the purpose, provided the school 
be named after his deceased father. Barisal people will not object to 
this naming. If the total expenditure be Rs. 1,40,000 Mr. Gupta’s 
donation or contribution leaves a balance of Rs. 62,000. If further 
contributions from the King Edward Memorial Fund and Kumar Sanai 
Kumar Mukherji’s Fund can be obtained thi*ough the exertion of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge, as in the case of the Mymensingh School, 
very little remains for the Government to supplement, even if these 
contributions do not come up to the same amount or do not come at all. 
Government ought to grant a capital non-recurring expenditure of about 
Rs. 30,000 for such a noble, l>enevolent and useful pui*pose. So, Sir, I 
can justly claim the balance from the Government as non-recurring 
grant. 

As to the recurring charge of the school, I find from the Green Book 
of the .budget of the last financial year that Rs. 22,000 was put down for 
the Mymensingh School for this year. I do not exactly understand 
whether that sum will be a recurring charge fix>m year to year. If 
that be the q|pe, the solution is very easy. The Hon’ble Mr. Donald, 
Finance Member, told me that the recurring annual expenditure of a 
full-grown medical school will be Rs. 30,000. I put it at Rs. 36,000 
at most for a moderate type »ch<Kil. The schocjl fees of 200 students will 
be at least Rs. 15,000 a year. There are 7 or 8 Bachelors in Medicines 
and Licenciate in Medicines and Surgery, practising at Barisal besides 
a retired Civil Surgeon and some qualified Sul^Assistant Suttgeons and 
some of these local talents may be utilised as teachers and lecturers on 
moderate tenws of contract, and I have ascertained that they are willing 
to work. This will effect a great et^onomy even to the extent of Rs, 5,000 
a year. Thus,, only a balance of Rs, 15,000 the Government shall have 
to meet as annual recurring grant. Considering the urgency and great 
importance of the subject, I fully trust that Government will not refuse 
it and I fervently appeal to Government for their recurring grant. If 
Government refuse this recurring grant, I have an alternative proposal 
or scheme by which I i^all show that Government will not spend a 
farthing more for tKe education of the district than it does at present. 
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Themiife at pment 4 Secondary Ooveminent Schoolb in the distHot, 
the Barinii Zilla School, the Pirojpur, Bhola, and Jhalakati, Schools, 
The last idifee were private schools before, and after the partition of 
Ben^, far some educational policj” of the then Government, they were 
provincialiaed and they were made Government schools only a few yeara 
ago. The Barisal Zilla School was also for some time placed in the- 
hands of public bodies. In the year 1921-22 Government paid from the 
provincial revenues for those 4 schools Rs. 50,250, in the next year 
Bs. 69,117, and in the year followiivg, Rs. 60,379. Thus in the average 
Government are paying yearly nearly Rs. 60,000. If these four schools 
are transferred to the management of public bodies, for instance to the 
municipalities of Barisal, Pirojpur, Bhola and Jhalakati, with fixed 
adequate Government grant-in-aid, I think the efficiency of those 
schools will not be affected in any way and the management will l>e well- 
run, Government supenision not ceasing. Experience has well estab^ 
lished that the teaching and efficiency of some of the pri%’ate schools of 
the district are in no way inferior to those 4 schools which have a lesa 
expenditure. Sir, I ventui'e to suggest that with a yearly grant-in-aid 
of Rs. 20,000 for these 4 schools the municipalities of Barisal, Pinqpur,. 
BhQla^, and Jhalakati will be able to manage the schools etjually 
efficiently with far less expenditure. 

Thus, from an average expenditure of Us. 60,000 a year for these 
four Secondary Government Schools we shall have a clear saving of 
Rs. 40,000 a year from which we can easily pay Rs. 15,000, or even 
Rs. 20,000, fur a more useful institution like the medical schcnd and ran 
also make the much-needed improvement in the Barisal Technical 
School by opening junior miH'hanical classes, as suggested by the Depart* 
ment. There is only one Government Secondar>' Scliwd almost in every 
otber district ; if we retain the Zilla Schoid in the distric^eadquartera 
and transfer the otber three to lm*al bodies, as suggested aoove, ae shall 
have a yearly saving of more than Rs. 25,fKK) which can be diverted aa 
annual recumng grants to the medical and technical schools. 

I have thus shown that the recurring expenditure of the medical 
school can be easily met by simply diverting the educational grants of 
this district to more useful direction without affe<’tiug the efficiency or 
standard of education in the district. 

The next poifit i.s that of a well-equipped hospital, Barisal has got 
good hospital. But I cannot pretend to say whether it is a well-equipped 
hospital from the point of view of an expert. It is true that it has not 
got 100 beds, but only 60 beds at present. It is capable of expansion 
and improvement. In ease a medical school is established, we have got 
definite promises of our Rs. 1 lakh as donation till now for the expan* 
sioB and improvement of the hospital. The structural improvemeni 
will require about Rs. 30,000, and the rest can be well utilised for ita 
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equipment and up4^e6p. A atrong repreeeniatiTe committ^^ including 
nn executive committee, with the Difitrict Magktrate, Mr. Blandy, as 
President, has been formed and I can assure the House thi»t if a medical 
uchool is sanctioned early for Barisal, the committee will have in its 
hand Rs. 1,50,000 before the close of the financial year for the expan- 
sion, improvement and equipment of the hospital, and the minimum 
standard required by Government will be fulfilled before this House 
votes for its supplies — I mean the Government's share. I doubt not the 
lestablishmeut of a moderate type of medical school will in time assume 
a big size satisfactoiy to all. History tells us, business experience 
reveals to us, that with many small beginnings wonders have been 
achieved. The Hon^ble cr-Minister, Maulvi Fazl-ul Huq, has himself 
told us so. I quote his words. 

After we have got this collie (Muhammadan Arts College) I propoM that we 
«et our hand to work and make it really a nucleus of a bigger institution with a 
wider outlook. It will give an opportunity to our philan^ropic Muhammadans 
to endow it. Let us remember small beginning out of which the Muhammadan 
AngloOriental Collie at Aligarh has grown. It was a small school, a struggling 
(School housed in a hut and out of that it has developed into the biggest institution 
of its kind in Asia. 

When the scheme for Barisal Medical School will he materialized, 
when the school will he in working order, we .shall set our hand to induce 
the puhlic-spirited and philanthrophic men of the district or owning 
properties in the district to further endow the hospital. 

Sir, if the Government accepts my resolution, my robust optimism 
visualiEes l>efore my mind a full grown medical school at Barisal which 
in tittle may he compared with Dacca or Dibrugarh Medical Schcxil as 
oniw the Barisal Colleges stood hy the sire of Calcutta Colleges. Sir, 
1 undei'stand the Goveniment has declared its policy to take up and 
•establish two more Medical Schools next year, viz., in Chittagong and 
•Jalpaiguri. A have no quarrel with those places rather I welcome the 
policy and support it, but that is no reason why Barisal should not get 
•one in addition. The recurring charge of Rs. 15,(MK1 a year which will 
reach in the fourth year and a non-rec urring grant of lU. ?10,000 for the 
•<*on»t ruction of the sc^hmil is nothing to the Government, a drop in the 
oc^an, besides I have already clearly shown that the Government by 
•diverting the ordinary educ*ational expenditure of the district without 
4iffeciiiig its ediication cHin easily establish the Medical School. 

1 appeal to the House with all my earnestness to consider the resolu- 
tion seriously and dispassionately on its merits. Wi(h these observa- 
tions I (H)Uimeud my resolution to the House and formally move it. 

Mini BOROOA PROSAD DEY: 1 have nothing to say in opposi- 
tion to my friend Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri’s pro- 
p(u»al for having a medical school at Barisal. - He has put his case in a 
Vei^ long speech befo^ the House and I hope it will he appreciated, but 
I •certainly object to any portion of the money given by Kumar Sanat 
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Kmnftr Ifttkherji of Uttarpara being* given to tbin prospective sebool at 
Baneal. JJready a good portion of this money has been given away to 
other schodb and a serious attempt is now l>eing made in the distiict of 
Hooghly lO establish a medical sc hool there, and if any portion of that 
grant remains, the whole of it should go to the district of Hooghly and 
to no other district. That is all my submission to this House. 

Mr* Na CUHAs As a Barisal man I am in duty l>ound to support 
this resolution. The necessity of a medical school has been long felt in 
my district. There are good many high schools in the district which 
every year turn out hundreds of boys but there is only one college at 
Barisal which is not sufficient to accommodate all the students who pass 
their Matriculation Examination, and it is a well-known fact that a 
good many students cannot get admission in the Calcutta colleges and 
so their cnreer comes to an abrupt finish. In this school, if it is estab- 
lished, we hope to accommodate a very large number of hoys of Barisal 
who, after they finish their medical study, will he able to alleviate the 
sufferings of their fellow-citizens. Sir, I have not the slightest doubt 
that Government would accept the reMilution if something had not 
stood in their way. His Excellency the Governor has laid down three 
conditions for the establishment of medical schools and we are prepared 
to fulfil all these conditions. It is understmid that the j>olicy <*f Govern- 
ment at the present time is to give preference to divisional headquarters 
first, and so the claims of (’hittagong and Jalpaiguri stand in our way. 
Sir, we could have gladly waited or rather we con wait till the Govern- 
ment can find it convenient to meet our wishes, but we are labouring 
under a peculiar difficulty. A worthy citizen of Barisal, Mr. N. Gupta, 
C'.i.K., htts, t(i perpetuate the memory of his father, made a donation of 
Rs. 75,0(K) and he is anxious that the school should be established with- 
out any further delay. My friend Mr. Gupta thinks that^e is getiing 
(dd, and so he is afraid that if he does not see the scheme matured, the 
money may go in M)me other direction. We an* lalwHiring under this 
difficulty and if the swheme is delayed, there is every chance of losing 
this sum of Rs. 75,000. I approach the heads of the T^ocal Self-Govern- 
ment Department and the reasons they have given for not taking up 
our case almost immediately are certainly convincing, I have no com- 
plaint against them, but I would request the Hon’ble Memlier in charge 
to find out some ways and means, without Wing liable for spwific per- 
formance, to secure the money of Mr. Gupta so that when Government 
goes to establish this school a year or two later we may not lose the 
money. I hope the Government will do something in that direction 
and will at least make a declaration to this effect, and we will be satis- 
fied with that. 

Then, Sir, aa regards the point raised by Babu Boroda Prosad Dey 
that BO portion of the Jyote Kumar Memorial Fund should be diverted 
io this school, I can only say that he is unduly restricting the wishes 
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of the donor himself. The donor handed oTer the money to the late 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea without any specific condition. He did 
not make it a condition that this money must not travel by the Sealdah 
Railway or that this money should be confined to the other side of the 
Hooghly. That donation was meant for medical education anywhere 
in the province and the narrowness that is now being sought to be placed 
on the wishes of the donor, is really a matter of shame. Sir, with these 
words I support the resolution. 

Mr. N. C. SEN: I rise to support the resolution which has been 
moved by rny friend Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri. 
I know I need not appeal to the members of this House — official and 
non-official — over this resolution. I have spoken to members — official 
and non-official — European and Indian — and I have not found one 
person who is not in sympathy with this resolution or similar other 
resolutions which attempt at extending medical education. The only 
person I have to appeal to is the Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia. I want 
to convince him that it is his duty — nay, more than a duty — to accept 
this resolution and do what he can for Barisal in this respect. My 
district has a great claim to the consideration of the present Govern- 
ment. It is the one district which is called the granary of Bengal: 
the people there are all agriculturists and people who really raise, not 
tea nor jute, but the most essential thing of all, namely, rice. I notice 
there is a wave of enthusiasm and sympathy for the agriculturists 
both in Europe and here. The present Prime Minister is sending out 
a Vic/crpy who is in sympathy with agriculture and agriculturists. We 
have heanl it often repeated by Members of Government, that we the 
members of the intelligeniia forget our duty to the agriculturists who are 
really the backbone of the country. Here, at any rate, is a resolution 
from one of the members of the intelligentia, asking Government to do 
something for the very people for whom Government shows such great 
concern. We are asking on a matter in which there is no difference of 
opinion between the Government and the people. Under those circum- 
stanoesi I think the least that the Hon^ble Member in charge can do is 
to accept most gracefully the resolution that has been moved. 

Sir, as you are well aware, this is a district traversed by any number 
of big rivers: the places which are very near to each other are not 
acoesiible and very often it takes days for a man to go from one place 
to another on account of the large rivers. During the election cam- 
paign I experienced great difficulties. There are places from where 
the Betumhig Officers could not return for two days to their head- 
quarters. There are no steamers to take people to these places and you 
have got to go by country boats. When a man is seriously ill, it is 
impossible to give him medical relief from the town, and even in the 
town itself there are very few medical men. Under these circumstances 
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it M «cti#i«ly neowwary that every facUity ahould be afforded to a die- 
trict whe^ the death-rate is appallingly high and the medical relief 
is extreiaely low. The establishment of the school will at any rate 
alleviate the misery of the people and stop the appalling death-rate. 
In this district I am happy to be able to say that one gentleman alone, 
belonging to the district, has made a gift of Rs. 78,000 towards the 
establishment of a medical school. Within the last few months a sum 
of over Es. 1 lakh has been guaranteed by the different semindars and 
other people of the town. If Government will give its assurance that 
they are going to proceed with the scheme, I can give the assurance 
that the people will also respond, they will make efforts to raise the 
necessary funds. Here is a district which has made efforts and has now 
come forward to ask for Government help. I cannot see how under 
the circumstances the Hon’ble Member can refuse to accede to our 
prayer. I have been privately told that his reply will be to our satis, 
faction; but no promise will do. I want a definite assurance that the 
matter will be taken in hand. I hope he will not turn us away with 
sweet words. 

Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS spoke in Bengali in support of the 
motion. 

BMAi AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I have great pleasure in 
supporting this motion. The mover has made out a ver>" strong case. 
While supporting this motion T think it should be failing in my duty 
if I did not submit a word or two about the Medical School at 
Chittagong. There is a great necessity for that school ; a scheme has 
been sanctioned and it has In^en far advaiu’ed and a large amount of 
money has been suhscriWd by the people and the local bodies. With 
all this the scheme is hanging fire. Though I am very strongly in 
favour of the motion now before us, I do Hope that Government will 
give an assurance that nothing will stand in the way of the Chittagong 
School Scheme. 

Tilt Hon’bM Maliiral« KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY BMuMiir of 
NailiiS I have full sympathy for the pathetic picture of the district 
of Bakarganj as drawn by my friend Ilai Bahadur tSatyendra Nath 
Boy Choudhuri but I think he will agree with me when I say that if 
figures are worked out on his data it will be seen that the other dis- 
tricts in the province can hardly boast of better record. He has made 
certain novel suggestions about transferring the amount of educational 
grants for the medical school. I do not know what to say to this and 
it is lor my Hon’ble Colleague the Education Member to say whether 
lie would agree to such a proposal. I am afraid, however, that such a 
proposal may be cbaracieri^ as robbing Peter to pay Paul, and 1 
doubt if this Council will approve of such a policy. 
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My friend Mr. P. N. Gnha wants an assnranee from Goyemment 
so that he can get hold of the Rs. 75,000 which has been very kindly 
promised by Mr. Nalini Gupta but at the same time he has pointed out 
the difficulties. He has admitted that by our acceptance we cannot avoid 
specific performance and I need say no more. 

My friend Mr. N. C. Sen who I find has crossed the floor of the 
House and gone to the other side, does not want pleasant words from 
me. I am very sorry I cannot oblige him by saying something other- 
wise. He has mentioned that Barisal is the granary of Bengal. But 
does he want the sons of the raiyats to be educated in medical schools? 
But if we were to take the suggestion of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy 
Choudhuri Bahadur I am sure the preliminary facilities for getting 
admission to the medical whool will not Ihj available. 

This Council is probably aware that Government for sonietinie past 
have had under consideration the question of multiplying the number of 
medical schools in Bengal. There is a great demand for medical educa- 
tion and the number of applications for admission to the existing schools 
ccmsiderably exceeds the number of admissions. Moreover, as this 
House is well aware, the need for medical relief in Bengal is most press- 
ing. Probably most people will agree that a large proportion of the 
rural population suffers from disease which can be cured or alleviated 
by modem medical science but the number of doctors available is small 
compared with the needs of the sufferers. It might be doubted whether 
medical practitioners, if produced in largely increased numbers from our 
medical educational institutions, could all make a living in rural areas 
since those cultivators who have little margin in their yearly budget, are 
unable to expend much by way of doctors’ fees. At present we aU 
deplore the fact that inedh'ul men, whether fully qualified or merely 
possessing diplomas of medical schools, show a tendency to settle in large 
towns instead of attempting to gain a livelihood in the villages. But we 
caiiijot blame them if there is no demand for their services or if village 
practice is not lucrative. It is, however, hoped that, if the number of 
lueilical men is considerably increased, they would gradually be driven 
by the struggle for existence into rural areas where it is possible they 
may obtain a sufficient though a modest livelih(H>d, if they prove their 
capacity and win the confidence of the people. 

After considering the pros ami com of the position, Government 
decided that some expansion of the medical educational institutions was 
desirable and it will be remembei-ed that the late Sir Sui'endra Nath 
Banerjea devoted considerable attention to this matter. It then became 
necessary to consider what districts were most suitable for the allocation 
of the limited number of schools which Government might hope 
imttiediately to establish. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea after carefid 
consideration, decided that in the first instance it was advisable to aim at 
establishing new sohooU in the district headquarters of Chittagong, 
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B^rhampor®, He wa« influenced partly by tbe fact that 
BO medical achool can be auoceesfully maintained in a locality which doea 
not poaaela the neceeeary clinical material and netHiudly by the fact that 
the remote and comparatively inacceaaiblc diatrictti have more claim to 
the poaseaaion of a school than those areas which are ali'eady conveniently 
served by existing schools* Both Chittagong and Berhampt>re possess 
ample clinical material, while Chittagong lies on the fringe of the pro- 
vince and is not easily accessible from other parts of Bengal, tlalpaiguri 
has claims of its own. It is the centre of the tea industry in Bengal and 
there is wide scope for the employment of (|uiilified medical men on the- 
numerous tea gardens of that distri<*t. lu these circumstances, (toveru* 
ment decided that they should aim tirst at establishing mwlical sch(M)ls in 
those three towns in the event of the local pe«»ple being prepared to 
contribute towai-ds the capital and recurring charges. 

As I have just stated, the presence of adeijuate clinical material is a 
sine qua 7ion of a medical school and we were advised that a school with 
200 students requires a hospital of at least 100 beds. Government then 
proceeded to lay down two conditions precedent to the establishment of 
a medical school — 

(1) that the local hospital should be expanded to 100 beds at the 

c(»st of the IcK'al people; and 

(2) that the local people should make a substantial contribution 

towards the capital cost of the school and that they should 
provide for the increased recurring charges on account of the 
enlarged hospital. 

In the event of these conditions being fulfilled, Government were 
prepared in accordance with the programme drawn up l>y the late Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea, to meet the balance of the c’Rpital cost of the 
school and the heavy recurring charges on account of the school. 

Obviously, the cost of the expansion of the local hospital must be a. 
varying sum since it depends on the number of new beds which will 
require to reach the figure of 100. The cost of a sch(H>l built on modest 
lines is likely to amount to about Rs. 1 lakh which, however, makes uo^ 
provision for quarters for the staff or for students’ hostels, although such- 
buildings may be necessary in certain headquarters where accommcKla- 
tion is not easily obtained. The cost of maintaining the school does 
not vary as it is essential to insist on a high and uniform standard of 
teaching. Recurring charges on this account are estimated roughly at 
Bs. 40,000 of which about Rs. 15,000 may be recoverable in the shape of 
fees when the school has all its seats occupied in each year. 

In Accordance with the above principles which were acccpte<l by 
Government after careful examination, offers were made to local com* 
mittees which would be formed at Chittagong and Jalpaiguri. Hi# 
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committees were told th$t in the event of their being within a 

certain time to provide locally the j^portiona of the total expenditure 
referred to by me a moment ago, Government would be prepared to 
cfttablish medical schools in their dietriote. In dealing with their 
recurring surplus, a few months hack Goremment definitely earmarked 
n certain sum for the Medical Department in order to finance the 
establishment of two new medical schools in the event of local com- 
mittees being able to comply with the conditions laid down. 

The present position is that in Jalpaiguri, the local committee has 
almost completed the expansion of its hospital so as to provide the re- 
quired 10() beds, while funds will be guaranteed to provide for the 
increased cost of maintenance of the new hospital and to assist in meeting 
the capital cost of the school. In Chittagong the local committee has 
every hope of fulfilling the conditions prescribed by Government. I 
recently discussed the question with a deputation of leading gentlemen 
from that town. There are still some points to be worked out in more 
detail, hut I have every hope that before long Chittagong will he able to 
proceed with its scheme. 

Promising projects have been prepared in Howrah, Uof)ghIy, Midna- 
pore, Barisal and Berhampore. 

I am to see a deputation from Mursbidahad District next month. 
Berhampore has already brought its hospital up to a capacity of IIX) beds 
and it would he possible to titilize some of the buildings which until 
recently were used as mental hospital, now transferred to Ranchi, for 
accommodating the school. Some structural alteraiions would he 
necessary but the capital cost involved in establishing a medical school 
at Berhampore would he very small. The district has ample clinical 
material and seems in every respect well suited for the location of a new 
achool. 

As regards the Barisal project the District Magistrate informs us 
that suscriptions have already been promised amounting to over 
Rs. 1, 50,000 for the extension of the hospital which at present has only 
58 beds. 

Mr. Nalini Gupta has promised Rs. 75,000 and the District Board is 
prepared to contribute another Rs. 50,000. Government understand that 
the local committee can count roughly on Rs. 1,81,000 towai;ds the 
oapital cost of their scheme, while the expenditure to be incurred in 
enlarging the hospital and in building the school along with the coat of 
land acquisition is estimated at Rs. 1,75,000. 

Definite proposals for meeting the increased racurring ohargas on 
account of the enlarged hospital, which would be a charge on the local 
committee, have not yet been made, but in this as in many other such 
eases Government recognise that the local people must always find it 
difficult to obtain definite ofiers of local assistance until Oovenunent 
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havf simma wnai terms they are prepared to offer. If Goverament were 
to iiiforni the Barisal local committee that iu the event of their raising 
Bs. towards the capital cost of the scheme and giving suifunent 

guarantees of their (*apacity to meet the ret'urring charges on acctmnt tif 
the enlarged hospital — that Oovernment in that case would he prepure<t 
to meet the ret'urring charges on account of the w'hool, it is piwsihle that 
the Iw'al committee might he able to fulfil these conditions. 

I regret that at the moment we cannot give any such undertaking 
having regard to the valuable claims of other towns, particularly Berhani- 
pore. Moreover, I would mention that our aim — other ( ousiderations 
being equal — is to provide each division with cme medi<*al sclund in the 
first instance, and when this has been done, we shall consider the cases 
of particular districts which can fulfil our conditions. Dacc a Division 
has already got two medical schewds (Dacca and Mymensingh), while 
Chittagong and Rajshahi have none. Barring the Cumpludl Medical 
School, which is in Calc utta, there is ncc other medical scdiool in the 
Presidency Division and naturally Campbell Medical School meets the 
requirements of Calcutta alone. I cun only promise the Ilai Bahadur 
that the c laims of Barisal will he carefully considered and I think he will 
agree with me that (iovernment's proposal to establish medical schools 
at Chittagong and Jnlpuiguri is a c onsidemhle advance to the end which 
we and the llui Bahadur have in common. I would finally ask the mover 
of this resolution not to press it. 

As I have already said, we have every sympathy with this proposal 
and I can promise (he iii(»vc*r (hat I .shall do all in my power to see that 
Mr. Gupta’s generous offer is mil allowed to go begging. 

I can make no clefinile picuiiises, because u definite promise implies 
definite financial sanction; and when Government considered the polic’y 
of the expansion of medical educutiiui in July last, we decided for the 
moment that we should restrict our immediate endeavour to the o{}eiung 
of two sc*hc>c>ls. Ah soon as we have got the Jaipuiguri and Chittagong 
Scheme.s definitely settled (all details are not yet arranged), I shall do all 
in my power to make a further advance by securing udditionu) schools; 
and in this connection, I may state that' |>ersonully, I think Berbanifmre 
and Barisal have very strong claims to priority, 

1 hope that in view of the facts I have stated and the assuranc'e 1 now 
give, my friend, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Na(h Roy (Jioudlniri, will with- 
draw this resolution. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI MuMiHrs In viaw 

of the assurance given by the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, 
all that I can say is that the crornmittee will l>e able to fulfil the con- 
ditions that are imposed, to expand the hospital probably in the eourae 
of the financial year and to raise the sum required. 1 therefore preif 
my motion. 

oa 
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The fallowing motion was then put and agreed to : — 

*VThis Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken 
for the early establishment of a medical school at Barisal, 
the headquarters of the district of Bakarganj.’^ 

The following motion w^as called but not moved: — 

Rti Sahib RANCH AHAH BARMA: “ This Council recommends 
to tjie Government to recommend to the Secretary of State for the 
rertansfer of the transferred subjects to popular control under the 
administration of Ministers.’* 


The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act» 1B25. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that this 
Counc il recommends to the Government that immediate steps l)e taken 
to repeal tlie Bengal Criminal I^aw Amendment A(‘t, 1925. 

India has condemned with one voice the policy' and programme 
,of arrests and detcmtions under the lawless laws. She has not spared 
herself in protesting against the Ordinance and the Ordinance Act, 
otherwise called the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925. 
Her presses and platforms, her representatives and leaders, even her 
millions, have entered iineciuivocal and emphatic protests against the 
nutocrutu* Ordinance and the oppressive measure. Moderates and 
Extremists, co-operators and non-co-operators have <‘ursed it alike. 
Nothing, in fact, secured greater unanimity in her otherwise divided 
counsels, nothing closed up her ranks in a more striking manner thatj 
the call of the duty of protesting against “ the Viceregal Bomb” ns 
the Ordinance was called or against the “legalized violence” of an 
irresponsible bureaucracy as the Bengal Criminal laiw Amendment Act 
was said to usher in. All pt»Hsible reasons have l)een advanced — all 
manner of arguments exhausted — but all have proved unavailing 
against the superior might and “ the sharp edge of the British sword.” 
And certainly the ceitified Act has no other sanction l>ehiiid it (Hear, 
hear). 

I do not, therefore, think I am in a position to contribute any- 
thing r>ew to the volume of arguments and the weight of reasons against 
the cna< tmcnt and administration of this lawless law. I propose to 
he as brief ns possible in advancing my arguments against the further 
retention of (his law on the Statute Book. 

Ihnt it is a barbarous piece of legislation unknown to 
any civilized and self-governing country and, therefore, the sooner it 
disappears from the Statute Book the heiier. Suspension of habeajt 
corpus or prcM'lamatiojf) of a state of seige is nowhere tolerated either 
for kjng or for an indefinite period-far less, for ever. 
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Secon^y, at beat it is an emergency measnre—no emergency appears 
to exist at the present moment. The ** weary catalogue of crimes ** 
came long ago to an end. The henchman of the Government in the 
Anglo-Indian press observed the other day: 

Bince the arrests Benf^l has been calm and with a few i<^laied eiceptionv ihe 
revoiationaries have abandoned their active machinations. 

I do not know, therefore, what justification can there l)e for the further 
retention of this Act on the Statute Book unless peace prevailing can 
be in argument for the continuation of such a measure. 

Thirdly, the Act has liecoiiie uu engine of oppre8.sion, not only an 
authority for detention for unlimited jieriod but for deportation and 
maltreatment of aiT(‘sted persons — maltreatment of which the news is 
leaking out in spite of the utmost efforts of the Government to prevent 
leakage. 

Fourthly, it i^ a measure to terrorize all people who are not on 
the good Iwioks of an all-powerful police controlled by an irr<»sponsible 
executive. It is easily intelligible that nolnidy <*an feel safe so long 
as thi.s Act is there on the Statute Book. At any rate, nolaidy I’nn 
have the right to be considered innocent unless and until proved 
guilty by an open trial in a court of law — a right whi(di is the birth- 
right of all freemen as distinguished from helots. 

Fifthly, most of the prisoners under the A< t have served long terms 
of imprisonment without any definite charge or open trial and so (he 
object of punishing them bus l>een achieved they can now lie set free 
by the repeal of this Act or tried under the ordinary (Timinul law of 
the land. 

Sixthly, if it be an argument that the crimes which the Act meant 
to c(rntrol haw* not still l>een fully suppressed and are still in the ofiiniou 
of the (iroverniiient as prevalent a.s they were l^efore, then it may 
reasonably be supjrosed that those that were originally arrested and 
detained under the Act are innorent peisoiis not connected with the 
(ernirist organization and <oiispira<y and it must 1 k‘ admitted that the 
Bengal (’liniinal Amendment Act has utterly failed to arhieve it-^ 
{•uiposc ,uul (inl\ fit to be di.Maiiled at the earliest |M»ssible oppi,? 
tunit> . 

Uintly, I desire to remind the (’oiincil what fell from the iion'blo 
Sir Alexander Muddiman in January, 1923. Sir Alexander said in 
January last in the J/egislative Assembly: 

Nott you ask n»o liow long <lo we proiK».e t » keep these men in tail, and tliw 
answer \ h . so long as the public interest uemandM it iind not one day longer, We 
have lor the tinie given this organization a rude sbfK'k. We have dislocated its 
operations. I hope Ve have gone far to crush it 

They had gone far to crush it in January lost. Now it is December. 
Has not the crushing been complete? If not, why not? When, then, 

96 A 
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will it be complete P With broad-minded etateemansbip and genuine 
Hpirit of conciliation it may be to-day, without it probably never. 

I have no mind, Sir, to pursue my points further. I have stated 
them as succinctly as possible and I am quite alive to the shame and 
humiliation of waxing eloquent on a measure which stands on the 
Statute Book as the exact measure of our serfdom and the perpetual 
reminder of our slavery. 

Bibu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: If I rise to say 
a few words in support of the resolution which is before the House, 
it is ill consequence of the fact that, to my mind, there is no question 
to-day in Bengal which is agitating the public mind so much as the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925, which has just been described 
as the Black Act. If the Act has been described as black, it seems to 
me that the methods which are being employed for the purpose of 
administering the Act are blacker still. I say this more in sorrow 
than in auger. I ask the House to consider the fates of the unfortunate 
youngmen who are now suffering imprisonment without a trial. If 
the proceedings in the Bengal Legislative Council be taken to be an 
index of the public feeling in the country, a glance at the proceedings 
will show that numerous questions are being put day after day making 
iiHiuirie.H regarding the health and other matters of these detenus who 
are now imprisoned either under the Regulation or the Bengal Ordi- 
nance. We have got to-day information from the Hon’ble Sir Hugh 
Stephenson and it shows that alxiut 150 youngmen are now in prison. 

Sir Hugh Stephenson had said that 150 persons were detained, 
some under the Ordinance and some under the Regulations, but 
declines to furnish u.s with any information as to the whereabouts 
of these prisoners. It is often extremely difficult for the relatives of 
some of these detenus to have an interview with them just to ascertain 
the conditions of life in which they have Wn placed. I am speaking 
from personal experience of one or two cases in which I know how 
difficult it has l>een to obtain accurate informations. There is one 
thing to which I am inviting the attention of Government and that 
is the policy underlying the frequent transfer that are made with 
regard to these detenus. Sometimes they are transferred from one 
jail to another and sometimes from one jail to some village in a remote 
comer of the district. In my own district I believe there are two or 
three persons now detained who have been taken away from jails and 
placed in a most uncomfortable situation that a man can possibly con- 
ceive. Dinajpur is an unhealthy and malarious place and I know there 
were three persons who have been detained in villages in this district far 
away from the town without any communication with the town what- 
ever and they have been so far as I know placed under circumstances 
which made their lives unbearable. It i.s for the House to judge—it 
is for the Government to judge as to why these people should be 
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treated iH this way. We can a!! understand the polity of the Govern- 
ment that if a particular person is considered to be dangertms so far 
as public safety is concerned in the name of law and order, you can 
take such measures as may l>e necessary for the purpose of preventing 
that man from (‘onimitting mischief but. Sir, what cun l)e the under- 
lying policy of treating these men in a manner which T might say 
inhuman. One year has passed away and these men have been 
detained without trial. They do not know what the charges against 
them are nor do the public of Bengal know up to this time as to what 
oflFence these have committed and still not only are tliey detained but 
they are treated in a manner in which. I say with all respect to the 
persons concerned, a man should not l>ehave towards another man. 
Ordinary comforts of life are refused to them. So fur as I know some 
of these men have absolutely broken d(»wn. They are l>eing made unlit 
for any work whatever. These are matters which have assumt^d such 
a character that it deserves the best consideration of this Htmse. I 
do not think T need detain the House any longer over a matter of 
this kind. It has been, as my fried, the mover said, an A<‘t — a barbar- 
ous A<'t, and no time should be lost in repealing it. 

Bitou HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: Sir, 1 was a jail bird and 
I know wha t jail life is. Sii, I w<»ubl make some startling disclosures 
to this (\mticil. One of the 1. D.’s went to one of my co-workers 
the other day an<I offered him IN. r>0t) to engagi* him as an informer 
against me. (('lies (d shame, shame.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Oidei , order! I don’t think you are referring 
to the motion that is b<*fore the House. IMea>e confine your remarks to 
the term*' of the resolution. 

Bgbu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: 1 was ihawing the atliMition 
of the House as to how thi>* Ordinance i" worked against citizens. 'Ihe 
((t her day when I got a letter from Mosrow, I handed it over to Sir Hugh 
Stephenson so that it might not be produced Indore him us an evidence 
that I was iii touch uitli the BoNheviks. These are the evideines that 
go against us and 1 am sure that tliere are agent provoiuteurs at Moscow 
and other jilaces who apjiroaches people to allure them to entru|) — 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I am afraid, you are again straying away from 
the point. 

Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. N not the hon'ble 
menil>er entitled' to mention by way of evidence that the Government 
is not ju.stified in detaining these people under the (Viitiinal Ijjiw 
Amendment ActP 
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Aff* PRESIDENT: But he is not taking the easiest way to do that. 
What he is saying can be said of any measure. It is a broad ques- 
tion. I would like the sjMiaker to confine himself to the terms of the 
motion. If he is going to criticize any procedure under this Act, I 
shall cei-tainly allow him to proceed; if not, I will rule him out of 
order. 

Babu HEM'ANTA KUMAR SARKARs To-day when I was coming 
<(> the CVjuncil I met one of the prisoners who had just come out of the 
Alipore Jail. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Was he interned under this Act? 

B&bu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKARs \es, he was suffering from 
ulcer, he was not cured; but was taken out and asked to go to Haroa, 
peiliaps a place in the distant Sunderhans wliere he will have to report 
hims(df to the Police in a day or two. If it is the way in which these 
prisoners were treatwf, it is high time that this lawless law should he 
lepealed. 1 am not going to accuse the high officials of G(>vernment 
that they are instigating this sort of affairs, but those who are beneath 
them— they are the people doing this so that they may justify the exis- 
tence of the (I I. 1)., the 1. B., the S. B. and a lot' of other B’s. 
(Laughter). 

Mr. «l. M. BEN GUPTA: I shall not detain the House to-night veiy 
long, but I think it is necessary to repeat once more that tliis law L 
unmcessury. The Government has been told over and over again that 
they sh<>uld try to remove the ro<»t-<‘ause of any violent movement that 
there might be in tliis country. They have never attempted to remove 
it. The root-cause is the desire for freedom in Indians. The Govern- 
moiit never attempts to tackle that. What tliey are trying t() do by tl»e 
Grdiname and Pegulution 111 is simply to stop that desire for freedom 
by ton e. Th(‘y are following the fimtstejis of the Czars of Bussia and 
the Briti.sh G(»verument in Ireland; and I can tell the Govemment 
this that if you bdhnv the examjjle of the Czars in Uussia and tlw^ 
British Government in Ireland, and in other places where freetlom 
movements hjive been started, and autocratic governments have always 
tried to ciush them I tell the (Government that the same fate will 
ovmtake the Government of this country. But 1 will not enlarge that 
argument any more, I will only confine myself thi.s evening to the 
administnition of the Act itself. Only two days ago I was trying 
to show in tliis very Hou.se how the Act was being admin isteiWf. 

In January, PJ2r). from the Berliampore Jail a member of this House 
Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra was trunsferi'ed to Mandalav, along with 
Mr. Subas*('handra Bose, the (^hief Executive Officer of the (’alcutta 
( orporation. Jhcie were several other jiersons, all detained unden 
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the Ordmauce. All these persons were brought donui to Calcutta and 
where 4o you think were they kept? They were put up for one night 
in the ladbazor lock-up. What was the conthtion of that lot'k-up? 
The floor had not been swept for several days. The walls had not been 
whitewashed for several years. There wa.s no ariiuigement for them 
to sleep. There were no c'ots. While the Sul>-In8pe<‘tor and the 
Inspector were sleeping in tlieir comfortable l)ed8 these gentlemen were 
allowed to be there to look for themselves how' best they could get a 
night's rest. Is that the way tlie Act was sup|k»mh 1 to W administered? 
In this conne(‘tion I referivd to section of the Criminal Law' Amemr 
inenl Act a few* days ag(». Is that according to the station in life that 
these i)ei'8t)ns w'ere tn'aUnl that they were left to sltvp or rather 
attempt to sleep on the dirty ? It has Im‘cii sjiid tluit tlu'st' [)eoj>le 

are propoily kept , j)roj)erly fed and that the\ aiv treated as |M>liti- 
< al piis(HierH. I request the inemlxM-s opjarsite to ask Sir Hugh 
Stcjdicnsoii \vh(‘thcr it is justifictl in any country whats<x‘ver to l(H‘k- 
np political [uisoners in a j>olice cell for a whidc night where ordinaiy 
drunkards and wayfarers from the stieets are taken and j)Ut fi»r a 
shoit time at night. Could no arrangtMiient ho tnade for tliem? (\»uld 
they not he kept somewhere «‘ls4* fnun where they eoiild luive been 
taken straight to the steamer ghat? They couhl hav(‘ lHa*n taken 
stiuight away to the gliat tliut vei\ night and there kept under e<»mfort- 
ahle eondition. Kven if they weie taken to the Lalhazar l(M‘k-up, they 
could have Imh-u placed in a iiM>m with some rdticer and ImmIs piovidwl 
for tliem. I want an answer from Sir Hugh St4'phen8on whether this 
action is justifitnl under the law which lie attempts t<i administer. 

What is the leuson for semling away so many of our countrymen 
fletained under this Act to Mandalay? Why Mandalay of all places? 
Ar-e there no places in Heiigal? Mandalay is well-known us a place of 
<lust, heat ami huiniditv and witliout a (idd weather, (hie year in 
Calcutta i(M|Uues a rest for most of the ineinliers of (he Indian (^ivil 
Service working Ikmc. Tliev go u[i t<» the hills. Hut thew men are 
kept in a place wheie tliere is no cold weather am) in a place where 
then* is not a single Ihuigali officer whatwH^vci. I ask what is the 
lea.son foi- this unless the reason is that the\ would (ontrai t ihsiniiMw? 

1 shall now giv(* a list of jkmsous who aie huffeiiug fjoin diseases 
and all kinds of hanlNhips at Mandalay. la*t us take the case of 
Mi. Suhas Chaiidiu Hose. It <Ioes not rccpiire a <hMtor to tell us that 
if a man loses ID jmumls in weight in ulKiut H or D immths his health 
has gone down. Xo scientific man is reipiired to tell us that when 
a man loses Hf pouml.s of hi.s weight “ he is thriving well ", We 
know we have letters fniiii Mr. How* that he is siifTering from 
insomnia. For several months fn>m now he lannot get sufficient 
sleep. What is the reason for all this? Ileasons an* simple. The 
tcasons aie that the phu^e is so unhealthy that it does not suit the 
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Bengalis. That is the place where they must be sent to, and although 
they have sent petitions for removal to healthier quarters over and 
over again, they cannot be removed from there. Mr. Justice J. R. 
Das, a Judge of the Burma High Court, while he was not a Judge 
and was a non -official visitor of jails, while on a visit there saw the 
(condition of the prisoners and recommended that instead of allowing 
Rs. 2 per day per head for their food they should be allowed Rs. 4 
])er day j)er hewl. That recommendation, I understand, was supported 
by the Superintendent of the Jail, Captain Smith. Of course, when 
we asked Sir Hugh Stephenson by a question in this Council whether 
the Superintendent 8Uj>i)oited that recommendation or not, he would 
not vouchsafe any information. But that recommendation, supported 
as it was by the SuiM‘rintendent of the Jail, was turned down by 
the Bengal Government. (Shame, shame.) Before Captain Smith 
went there, I understand that there w^as another Superintendent who 
Iwhaved so insultingly to Mr. Subas Chandra Bose that there was a 
hunger-strike among the political prisoners there. 

Let us take the case of Rahu Satyendra Chandra Mitra, a member of 
this Council. While he was in Calcutta, at the Alipore Central Jail, he 
was suffering from diabetes and dyspepsia and some eye troubles. He 
had been used to Jeaviraji treatment when he was not inside the jail. 
But when he w’ent there he w’us allowed to have his haviraj coming and 
treating him, Kan'raji medicine w’as allow’ed to him and the result was 
that he w'as improving in health. But what reason was there for the 
Government, when we find that Mr. Mitra was having a particular 
system of ti*eatment and was improving, that he should be removed to 
Mandalay where no kariraj could !>e founds He was a dinWtic patient 
and what reoson was there to remove him to Mandalay P 

Then there was Bahu Satis Chandra (’hakruvarti. He has l>een suffer- 
ing fi*om phyleria. Tt is a gi*eat shame that he was kept in a cell — 
at Moulinein and Thayetmyo where he ha<l been Wfore he was trans- 
ferred at Mandalay meant for condemned ])ri8oner.s. Some of ns know 
what thes*' cells are like, lK»CBU.se we have l>een inside the jail; hardly 
a man least's thnnigh from day to day; and in such a cell this roan/ 
Satis Chandra (-bnkravnrti. was kept. What is the reason for that, 

I should like to know. 

Then Balm Surendru Nath Ghosh is al.^io at Mandalay. He is suffer- 
ing from dysentery and slow fever. 

Jihaii liul ('hatterji. another internee at Mandalay, is also suffering 
from slow fever. It was until .some months ago I Wlieve that Earl 
Winterton from his place in the House of Commons said that political 
prisoners in India w’ere Iteing kept in conditions of health and comfort. 
All these prisoners that I have named ere in Mandalay. Who gave hira 
these instructions? What alsmt the list that Sir Hugh Stephenson only 
the other day placed Iwfore us, giving us a list of disea.ses that the 
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palitical prisoners were suffering from? Fine, comfortable oonditione! 
that so many of the prisoners are suffering from various diseases, iaclud' 
ing tuberculosis, 

I do submit that there is uo justification for Government to keep (heso 
prisonei's in Mandalay and other remote places under conditions that 
lead to these diseases. There is no justification for Government to keep 
a member of this House and the Chief Executive Officer in the Tiallnustir 
lock-up to sleep for one night on a dusty flcM)r. There is no justification 
for the transfer of Bnbu Satyendra Chandiu Mitru fitun Calcutta ta 
Mandalay when he was getting kariniji treatment in Calcutta and which 
he cannot get in Mandalay. It is useless rrying in the wilderness against 
the bureaucratic administiution of this country, but I do aay — you may 
not hear us to-day — 1(» the memWrs op]>osite who may again follow the 
Government into the same lobby — I warn them, I tell them— -you will 
not l»e able to stem the tidt' — you will not W aide to st<»p us from gaining 
our freedom by this method. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1M not include me, Mr. Sen Gupta, 1 U’U md 
concerned in this. (Laughter.) 

Mr.il.M.SEN GUPTA: Y ou are the only person whom I can nddre 4 <s. 
You will not he able by this method to cheek our struggle for freedom^ 
you will not he able by this method to stop the onward march tt> our 
destined goal : all that you will be able to do is this — that you will drive 
the country to follow the hjotsteps of Ru.ssia and Ireland. 

Or. PRAMATHANATH BANER4EA: I support this i-esolution and 
do .so on a question of policy. It is not my case that the persons detained 
under the pnivisions of the (^rimiiiul Law Amendment Act are innocent. 
1 do not know whether they are .guilty or not, hut so long as they are 
not found guilty by a court of law, the public is entitled to assume that 
they are innocent. That, however, is another matter. My case for the 
present is that the retention of the Act on the Statute Ihsik is inexpedient. 
Sir, for how long, I ask, can a people Im* governed by special laW'^ and 
ordinances. History tells us that repression never sm ceeds for any length 
of time: it doe&not remove di.scontent, hut merely deepens it. Com ilia- 
tioii, on the other hand, is a sovereign renie<ly for all pcditical illness. 
I would, therefore, urge on Govcrniiient to abandon this [Kdicy and try 
a policy of conciliation. 

BilNl MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I support this resolution,, 
although it appears to me to Iw a cry in the wilderness, and f can 
prophesy with absolute certainty that no matter whether this resolution 
is carried or not, the Government will take no action upon it, But at 
the same time I think it to he the duty of this House to give expression 
to our sense of disgust and indignation at the attitude of the hurrntu- 
cracy in Tctaining this autocratic and barbaftms law. As to the merita 
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o/ ibis resolution little need be said, for the universal public 
verdict is there and is known to all and I would only asJc the 
Hon’bJe Sir Hu^fh Stephenson to take this Council into confidence and 
icj tell us why law and order are maintained differently in this country 
iliHii in his, why it is necessaiy to have a special law in this country, 
nlthoujfh it is not needed in his. 1 would also ask Sir Hugh Stephenson 
to say whether the Government in his country deals with a legitimate 
•ilesire for freedom in the same way in which the Government deals wdth 
it here, I cannot realize how the necessity for this difference arises, 
and I would expect Sir Hugh Stephenson to tell us why it is necessary 
to draw this difference. 

BabU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: As a representative of the Bengal 
National (chamber of (Vunmerce I }>eg to submit that I cannot but support 
this resolution. At a special meeting of the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce, they held that the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Bill should not have been enacted into law, and as a lepresentative of 
theirs I am bound to submit their views to you. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: This resolution asks t'ne 
<‘onncil to reccunmend to the Government that ifjimediate stej)s be taken 
to' lejK'al the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925. The mover 
has bnmght forward a large number of reasons, exa(‘tly how man> 
1 did not count (A vok k : six) but ])ractically there was nothing in 
the whole of his speech except a claim that individual prisoners who 
have been in jail for a considerable ])eriod ami hav(' thereby been 
u<le(juately punished, should be released. The rest w'us nothing but 
wdiat we have heard when the Act was brought before the House for 
•<?<msideration. Gne of the reasons mentioned by Bai Harendranath 
idiaudhuri was the bad treatment of the detained ])ersons but he gave 
us no details so that we could iinjuire into them. Babu Jogindru 
Chandra (!Jhakravarti obje< ts to the Act largely because we do not keep 
people in jail but domicib* them in villages and he says that they 
have a very uncomfortable time in villages and they do not like it, (A 
VOICK : Malarious villages.) 1’he villages are certainly not selectejl 
because they are malarious. I should be very glad if tin* members of this 
Council will give me a list of villages for the whede of Bengal wdiich 
are not malarious, 1 know’ that some of the detenus share Babu Jogin- 
dra Chandra Chakravarti’s feelings on the subject. T know’ that there 
are some wdio, in spite <d’ the tortures and harassment that we are 
reputed to inflict upon the detenus in jail, jirefer to be in jail rather 
than in a Bengal village, but, Sir, we have always regarded domicile in 
village ns being a lesser form of restraint than confinement in a jail. 

The other sj)eakers have brought forward no particular reasons for 
the repeal of the Act except Mr. Sen Gupta. Mr. Sen Gupta warns 
Coveniinent that it must desist fnim attempting to stop the desires for 
Ireedom by force. Government have no intention whatever of stopping 
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the desk© for freedom by force (Question!) but what Ooverumeut do 
intend to stop is the mistaken method of trying to attain that freedom 
by terrorism. Then, Sir, Mr. Sen GujUa in the rest of his speech 
details a list of grievances from which our jwlitical prisoners in Burma 
are said to be suffering. The first iMunt he raises is why we have sent 
them to Burma. I do not know whether Mr. Sen (t\ipta is serious in 
his charge, possibly against myself but anyhow against Government, of 
being accessory to murder. 1 juefer to think that ho doe.s not deliberate, 
ly make the charge that Government have s<mt these ptHjple to Burma 
with the deliberate intention that they may contract disea.se.s and die, 
I, tlierefore, take his accusation as being of a milder character. 

Mf. J« Ma SEN CUPTAs ()n a jM>int of pers<inal ex]danution. I'he 
qtiestion of intention we will not discuss. We put our case tipon facts. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I have hen a note of what 
Mr. Sen (jupta said ; “ What is the reason inr .sending away jMiliticul 
prisoners to Mandalay The reason is that they will ((uitract iliseases 
there and he , incapable of doing an> furtlier harm:'” I understiHMl 
Mr. Sen Gupta withdra\\s that. 1 should like to say the rea.son why 
these jirisoners have been transferred to jails outsi<le the proviin*e is 
this: it is not a new poli<*\ . It was done in IJUtUlT-lS and the 
reason is that when yon ha\<‘ a consideralde niiinlMU' <d politiial juisoit. 
ers in jail, even it your jaiU weie in r<»inplete isolation, it would 1 m* 
undesirable from our own point ol \i<‘w and from tlH*ir j>oint of view 
also to keeji them together. Tlie (dijecl ot restraining the piditical 
prisoners is to juevent their doing harm to the State and also in the h(>|M» 
that they may see what we considei to he the errcu of their inethodH, 
Th(*re is no jxissihle chance ot the political prisoners altering their 
views it they are kept t(*getlHM in one phue. 1'he jails in Bengal an* 
not altogether suitable for the reception cd p(diti(*al prisoners and 
there are a considerable fiuhiIhi ot jaiN where we rannol suitaidy 
}Kditi(‘aI ])iisoners. 

But there is a further point and that is that our jails are not in 
t onijdete isedation. We have juool of i oinmunication lx*! ween the 
jirisoiiers inside the jail and their revidutionaiy terrorist i-omradeH out- 
side the jail and in Tnan> rases the fei roust <’Oiispirac\ ha^ Immmi conti* 
iiucd by the prisoners in the jail in (ommuniiation with their <(»mradeH 
outside. Therefore, the ohje<t cd srnding pcditiial piisoners outside 
the province is to (ditain more complete isidatimi. We asked the other 
provinces if they were willing to take a rertain numlier of our political 
prisoners; certain provinces agreed ainl we then desjiatidied with the 
sanction of the Government of India- as their sanction is iieceHsary in 
ca.se of prisoners under the Grdiiianre and the Uegulati<m — certain of 
our jirisoners to other province'*, ttnee the\ are in other pnivinces we 
have no juri.sdictioii over them; we ha\e no {Htwer to say to what jail 
they an* to be sent; that rests with the IcK-al Government coiicennwl. 
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We have also no power over their allowances and Mr. Sen Gupta 
wrong in saying that the Bengal Government refused to raise their 
allowances; the Bengal Government I repeat have nothing whatever 
to do with them but I understand that the Burma Government have 
raised the allowances. 

In all these cases there are special jail visitors for i)oliticaI 
prisoners and I think the records of this Council will show that when- 
ever any information has been asked for by the Council with regard to 
political prisoners outside Bengal we have done our best to supply it. 

To sum up there are only two grounds on which the repeal of the 
Act can he asked for; the first is that it was unnecessary to start with, 
and the second is that it has done its work, circumstances have changed 
and it is no longer necessary. On the first iwint I addressed the Council 
when trying to introduce the Bill. 1 have nothing to add to my speech 
f>n that occasion. I said that there was a general agreement as to the 
existence of a conspiracy, the only difference was as to the means of 
dealing with it. I gave the reasons why Government consider that the 
way we adopted was the only method of dealing with it; Nothing has 
happened since to alter those views; on the contrary everything that 
lias happened since, every fresh information that we have received, 
confirms that opinion and I stand by every word of my speech then. 

As regards the second possible reason for repealing the Act Govern- 
ment have never been under the delusion that th(‘ mere passing of the 
Act would wi|>e out of existence the terrorist conspiracy; it gave us 
the power to fight that «onspira(y, I maintain that we have used that 
power moderately. Since the Act came into force theie have been lo 
arrests under the Bengal (Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

••f. lit M« SEN GUPTA; How many murders? How many crimes 
have committed since the Act came into force ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (Wnnitted by whom? ^ 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: By the political prisoners outside or 
inside. 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 am afraid I thought 
Mr. Sen (lUi)ta to mean murdeis by Goveinmcnt! (Laughter). But, 
Sir, the conspinicy still exist.s (Hear, hear), but its |)Ower of doing 
evil (A VOICE: Where) bus been considerably curtailed . 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Is the Hoirble Member s|)eaking from 
personal knowledge? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he should W alb>wed to he heard with- 
out these interruptions. 


Tilt Hon’Mt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: And its methods have to 
some extent l)een changed because of the existence of this Act. But 



1925 .] 


RBROLmONS. 


m 


If the Act were to ^ repealed there i* every reason to bel^ve that the 
main coMpuacy wUl swing back to unadultenrted terrori«n vk! 
Intkn.** * ” Therefore Oovemment cannot accept the leso- 

««*«*»»«"'• The Ilon ble 8ir H„gb 
Stephenson has absolutely ayo.ded answering the points mised in »v 

speech. I erhaps he did not listen to my speech, or he did not take the 
trouble of taking any notes.- or he probably sealed his ears with w«i 

^ mTs^el'’ h r.“ c”- ■'* 

in my s^ch: but he hn.s done otherwise-he has referred to some of 
the points I mentioned in my stHH<ch. in his reply and made a futile 
attempt to answer them. He sums up in his way and says that only 
two arguments have been advanced ngaitisf the retention of this Act 
One IS that the Act i.s iinnecessaiy ; and in reply he suy.s that he made 
out a case when the Act was introduced in Council and that he has 
nothing to add to what he then said. He ch-an forgets that it is a 
special measure—au emergcuicy law, which the ({overnment have 
armed themselves with. .So ,-very time wc- ask for the repc-ul of this 
special measure, Oovemment have got to make out their case, have 
got to justify the use of these extraordinary isiwcus; and unless the 
(iovernment are prepared to do so, we can fairly assume that the Oov- 
enraent have got no case for the retention of this Act on the Statute 
Bcaik. Such an Ac-t can Ik- retained on the Statute Hook not certainly 
so long as it suits the pleasure of an irrc-spoiislhle hurc'aucracy. 

Then he attemiits to alrswer anothei point, naincK , that the Act has 
done its work and therefore it should go: and he answers that point by 
saving tlii^ Jfct Act has no/ done its work. Probably he did not hear 
** statement mudc> by the iloiTble Sir Alex- 
ander Muddiimmj^HnJic la-gishitive Assembly in .Tuuuarv last. He 
said: “ we have^umoit crushcnl this conspiracy ” and I raisc-d the point 
that if in .January the terrorist conspiracy was almost crushed, why can 
we not presume that it has now lieen altogether c-nishcsl, and that the 
Act has served its purpose and should no longer la* on the Statute 
Book. If Sir Hugh .Stephenson says that the .\ct has failed to achieve 
its objec-t up till now then he must also admit that there is no justi- 
fication for retaining it any longer cm the Statute Book, 

Then he says that fresh information have c-cmfirmed Ibeii pouticm 
with regard to this Act; but he could not give a single example of a 
terrorist conspiracy or violence after the Act was enforced. He gave 
before a catalogue of crimes which preceded this enactment; but be 
has not been able to add to that catalogue at all. Then, he says, in 
reply to my charge of the maludininistraticm of the Act, that I have 
simply brought that cdiarge but have not substunliated m.v points by- 
giving details. Well, the details have already bc*en given by the cither 
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Hpeakero, Mr. Sen Gupta and others. The Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephen- 
son did not take the trouble of meeting the specific points raised by 
the other speakers in connection with the charge of maladministration 
of the Act. He says that they have used the powers conferred on them 
by the Act with great moderation ; but here is a case of the lion paint- 
ing himself. When even the members of the Council are not allowed 
to visit the internees — not to speak of other non-officials — it is a simply 
one-sided version and that version must be rejected in view of the 
definite allegations of maltreatment that are being made against the 
Government in this connection. 

Then, he says that only 15 arrests have been made after the Act 
(;ame into force. If so, and the terrorist conspiracy still prevails, then 
it must be sup[}OHed that all such persons, as were arrested before the 
Ordinance Act came into force, have no connection witli the terrorist 
conspira<‘y and are therefore innocent. 

Then, as regards the deportation of these internees to Burma 
(Mandalay Jail), he says that no suitable jails for the interuraent of 
such prisoners are available in Bengal, i suppose that the most human 
treatment could have been accorded to them by deporting them to 
the Andainaris. That would surely have l)een a moie straightforward 
(rourse. 

Then, the Hon’ hie Sir Hugh Stephenson says that if the internees in 
the Mandalay Jail are suffering any discomforts, the Bengal Govern- 
ment have nothing to do with that, because they have no control over 
the internees in Burma. And it is probably just to relieve themselves 
of the responsibility of looking after their comfort, that the Bengal 
Government sent the intern€*es overseas to Burma, without making 
sure whether they will he well-cared for in the Burma Jail. This in 
no doubt a fine commentary on their sense of responsibility? I think 
f need not detain the House longer in answering the speech of the 
llon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson, which, as T said before, practically con- 
tains nothing substantial and in which he has not Iwen able at all to 
make out a case for the retention of this Act on the Statute Book.. 
The onus is on him to prove that further retention of this .Vet is 
necessary and he has not been able to discharge that onus at nil. 

The Hon’bto Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 only wish to miy that if 
Tlai Harendranath Ghaudluiri ha<l done me the honour of reading my 
s{>eech of Junuurv last, he would have found that most of the informa- 
tion he asked me to-day are there. The AH was passed by eertifiia- 
tion for a period of five y<»ars. The mover complains that 1 have not 
made a ease for retention, hut I think the onus i.s the other way round 
and rests on Hai Hartmdrannth Chuudhuri. The mover has asked me 
for a list of fre.sh eases but I decline to accept bis invitation to discuss 
matters which ore stth judice. 
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The loUowing motion was then put: — 

“ Thia Council recommends to the Government that immediate 
steps be taken to repeal the Beu^ml Oiminal I^w Amend- 
ment Act, 1925/’ 

A division was taken with the following result : — 


AYEt. 


AMy, Mil AmiUya CMimm. 

AliAiiuii, Maillvi AtHnuMln. 

A lm w i , Msulvl NajmuMin. 

AlmiMl, Msulvl TsysbuSStn. 

AlumsS, Msulvl Zsmiosr. 

■Sfsai, asbu Rtmss Chsndrs. 

■sksh, Msulvl Kstftr. 

•sfitriss, Or. frsmstliaiistli. 

•smrjM, Bsbu tstys Kitbort. 

Msm, Bsbu Bejsy Krlvbns. 
Chakrsvsrti, Bsbu ^otlndra CHsnUrs. 
Chskrsvsrty, Bsbu Sudsrtsn. 
GliatCtrMs, Bsbu Umsi ChsnSrs. 
Chsuiburl. Msulvl fslytd Abdur Rob. 
Chsudhurl, Rsi Hsrtndrsnsth. 
Cbsudhury, Msulvl Md. Nurul Huq. 
ClNiiidor, Mr. NIrmsi Chsndrs. 

Dst, Or. MohinI Mohsn. 

Ost OupU, Or. J. M. 

Ostts, Bsbu Ahhll Chsndrs. 

Ooy, Bsbu Bofods Protsd. 

Osfur, Msulvl Abdul. 

Osnguiy, Bsbu Khsstndrs Noth. 

HsMsr, Mr. t. N. 

HoBuo, Msulvl Ssyodul. 

HoMsin, Msulvl Wshtd. 

Hus, Mr. Mshbubul. 
dssrdsr, Msulvl Aftsb Hootsin. 


j Khsn, Bsbu Osbtndrs Lsl. 

Khsn, Msulvl Abdur RsoohM. 

{ Khsn, Msulvl Amsnst 
Khsn, Msulvl MshI Uddin. 

Lsl Mshsmmod, Ms|i. 

Mshsmmsd, Msulvl Bstsr. 

Msity, Bsbu Mshtndrs Nsth. 

Milrs, Bsbu dofindrs Msth. 

Nsndy, MshsrsJ Kumsr trii Chsndrs. 
Nsthcr, Bsbu Horn Chsndrs. 

Ntoii, Bsbu Msnmehon. 

Qusdor, Msulvl Abdul. 

Rahmsn, Mr. A. F. 

Rsikst, Mr. Frsosnns Oob. 

Rsy, Bsbu Absnith Chsndrs. 

Rsy, Bsbu turondrs Nsth. 

Roy, Bsbu Msnmsths Nsth. 

Roy, Bsbu tstoowrlpstl. 

Roy, Or. Bidhsn Chsndrs. 
j Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

I Roy, Mr. Kirsn tsnksr. 
i Roy Choudhurl, Rsl Bahsdur tstysndrM 
Noth. 

Isrkar, Bsbu NomsnU Kumsr. 

•srkor, Bsbu Nsllnirsnjsn. 

•on Oufils, Mr. 4. M. 

•uhrsorsrdy, Or. A. 

Ysiln, Msulvl Muhsmmsd. 


NOEB. 


Abbott, Mr. E. C. 

Addsmo-Wllllsmt, Mr. C. 

Birloy, Mr. L. 

Browns, Mr. F. H 
Chsrtroo, Mr. C. B. 

Chsudhurl, Nswsb Bshsdur talyld Nswsb 
All, Khsn Bshsdur, 

Cohon. Mr. 0. 4. 

Of, Mr. K. C. 

Ooy, Mr. 0. 0. 

OsnsM, tho Nsn’blo Mr. 4. 

Outt, Mr. C. S. 

Forrottor, Mr. 4. CsmpboH. 

Coodt, Mr. t. W. 

Cubs, Mr. P. N. 

Hoard, Ms|or-Gcnorsl Riohsrd, 

NopkynO, Mr. W. t. 

Nottsin, Khsn Bahadur Msulvl Muohsrruf. 
Huq, Msulvl Ekrsmul. 


4amoi, Mr. F. E. 

4tnnswsy, Mr. 4. H. 

Khsitsn, Bsbu Oobi Proosd. 

Liddflil, Mr. N. C. 

LIndtsy, Mr. 4. N. 

Morons, Or. H. W. B. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Nsximuddin, Khs)f. 

Osttn, Mr. E. F. 

Rshlm, tho Hon'blo Sir Abd^ur*. 

Ray, tho Non'blo MsJisrais Bshsdur 
Kthaufiloh Chsndrs. 

Rsy Chsudhurl, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Mr. t. N. 

Roy, Rijs Manileli tingh. 
tnsith, Mr. 4. F. 
ttophcnoon, the Non'blo tir Hugh. 
Woodhcsd, Mr. 4. A. 


The Aye^ being iyn and the Noes .’to, the motion was carried. 


Adjourniiiofit* 

The( 'ouiieil was then adjourned Mine die. 
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